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Qu:iug.

For the Christian Messenger.
ALONE.

Father 1 know not where Thon leadest me,
A mist hangs o’er the way in which I tread,

I cannot see the path; the light is g e, . .. .
And shadows gather darkly ¢'r my head.

The path is rough my Fatber, and at each
Uncertain, wavering step I well-nigh tall;
I seem to lose the war—1 cannot hear
An answer to my trembling anxioas call,

The sighiug of the wind amoog the trees,
The rustliog of the leaves around my feet
Are all the seunds I hear. Could I but see
The light, or hear Thy voice so soft and
sweel !

1 call to Thee, my Father; dost Thou hear?
Or hast Thou Jéft me in the wild al ,ne ?

I listen in the darkovess but there comes
No sound bat of the wailing forest moan.

And must I wander in this desert gloom
Without one ray of light to cheer my way.

O God, Thy child is weary ; take my hand
And hold it fast until the break of day.

1 caenot walk without theé for the road
Is all 5o thorny, and the briers tear

And pierce my hands aud feet; and now I fall
Amid the darkness—Fatker, U come near!

Alope! alone! My Saviour hear my cry,
O lead me onward thro' the darksome wild
And make me feel thy tender loving care
And comfort me—Thy weary, wandering
child.

And when these tired feet shall rove no more
This aching head lie down at last to rest

O take me to that sweet abiding home

“Where I shall dwell with Thee forever blest.

May K. WaRgEN.
Religions,
WHO ARE THE BIGOTS?

W e é

It is often charged by their opposers
that Baptists are captious in the matter
of baptism. But a fair review of the

atter finds the bigoiry and schism to
beon the other side.

The Presbyterian and Congregational
standards admit that either immersion
or sprinkling is baptisim. But when
a convert asks immersion in those de-
nominations, he generally asks it in
vain. The minister will argue with
him for hours together, to get him to
consent to be sprinkled. Fair argu-
ment failing, ridicule and vituperation
will be used, and he will be told that the
ceremony of immersion is immodest,
indecent and disgusting. And if he
still refuses to be sprinkied, he will be
told to go and join the Baptists.
Though admitting that immersion is
really baptism, a Presbyteriun winister
will absolutely refuse to admiuvister it.
Immerson is sometimes administered
by Presbyterian clergymen, but general-
ly, if theconvert willnot receive sprink-
ling, he can have no baptism at all at
Presbyterian hands. However muoh
the convert may love the Presbyterian
Church, if be will not be spriukled he
must be shut out from it.

Now if Presbyterians held that there
was no baptism but sprinkliog, it would
be proper for them to refuse to admin.
1ster any other ceremony. But when
they hold that immersion also is bap-
tism, to refuse to administer it shows a
narrowness of mind not honorable to
the Christian name. Baptists will ad-
winister anything for baptism which
they believe to be such.
tists will refuse to administer that
which they freely concede to be at
least one’act of baptism. If that be
not bigotry, where will you find it ?

There would be more reason for
this refusal, if it were generally conced-
ed by the Christian world that sprink-
ling is valid baptism. But as a mat-
ter of fact, Christendom is divided upon
nis question into two nearly equal

rts. ‘The Roman Church, together
with the Reformed churches which
have eprong from it, hold that sprink-
ling as well as immersion is baptism.
The scores of millions of the Greek
Chareh, together with three millions
or more (Baptists and others) in Wes-
tern Europe and America, deny that
sprinkling is bsrtism. " Now a coneili-
Atory spirit would encourage the prac-
Lice of immersion—not necessarily as

—

—

Pedobap- |

being the only act of baptism, but as
being the only one admitted by all
Christians to be such. But the bigotry
of Presbyterians and others refuses to
practice immersion—that which all
Christians admit to be baptism—and
insists on the use of sprinkling, which
is repudiated by half the Christian
world. Is notsuch a courne schismatic?
Immersion is a ceremony of * Christian
union,” the whole Christian world ad-
mitting it to be baptism. Sprinkling
is & sectarian "’ ceremony, it being re-
cognized as baptism only by a portion
of Uhristendom. Immersion is “catho-
lio "—=sprinking is schismatio.

And this is the more apparent from
the fact that even in the western Church
sprinkling did not come into general
use till a comparatively recent period.
The baptismal ceremony of the Apos-
tles’ day was immersion—more scho-
larly Pedobaptists themselves being
witness. When the doctrine ‘arose
that baptism was necessary to salvation
sprivkling, or rather pouring, began to
be used—in the Latin Church alope—
in the case of persons who, being con-
verted on a death-bed, could not be
immersed. -For thirteen hundred years
and in Eogland and in Scotland till af-
ter the Reformation, sprinkling and
pouring were used only in the case of
the sick—immersion being the usual
ceremony. It is only within a few
hurdred years thatsprinkling has come
into general use.

. Not ouly were Christ and the Apos-
tles immersed, but also Ignatius and
Polyearp, Basil and Chrysostom, Am-
brose aud Augustine, Clovis and Char-
lemagne, St. Patrick and King Alfred,
Anseiu and 2’Kempis, Latimer and
Ridley, Lady Jane Grey and Edward

VI. Imwmersion has the sanetion of |
dfb“&f authority, and it has been

received ulways and everywhere as
valid baptism. Sprinkling has been
sanctioned only within a short time.
To insist therefore upon sprinkling, re-
fusing to administer immersion, is in-
excusably schismatic.

Aud as to the charge that Baptists
make a division in Christendom—s pa-
rating themselves from their brethren
on a mere matter of form, there are
more ways than one for showing. that
Pedobaptists are the oues who are re-
sponsible for such a division.

If » Presbyterian or a Methodist
mivister comes to doubt whether
sprinkling is baptism, and so refuses to
sprinkle converts, he is deposed from
his position. The Church authorities
say to him, * If you refuse to sprinkle
infaute, we will not have you longer in
our ministry.” If now the preacher
unable longer to preach in their ranks
goes and preaches outside their ranks—
gathers converts and builds up church-
es outside—is it not the absurdest
arrogance for them to charge him and
his converts with separating them-
selves from their brethren? A
Presbyteriap or Methodist preacher can
declare that immersion is not baptism,
aod may refuse to administer immer-
sion. But if he says that sprivkling,
is not baptism, and refu-es to adminis-
ter eprinkling, he is deposed. Does
pot the guilt of the division of Chris-
tendom rest with those whe thus exalt
sprinkling ?

Nor.can a private menfber who has
ceased to believe in aprinkling remain
iy & Pedobaptist church, except ou such
terms as no conscientious and honor-
able man can accept. He may, per-
haps, be allowed to believe in private
that infant sprivkling is without warrant
bat he must not say so openly., He
must conceul his convictions as a guilty
secret. Though sprinkling be a % mere
form,” it is something too sacred to be
spoken against. Ooe who openly
denies its divine authority must leave
the church. Is it not foolish, therefore
to talk as if Baptists wilfully separated
themselves from other Christians ?
One who does not believe in sprinkling
and who speaks and acts accordingly,
will not be permitted to remain in the
ministry or private membership of a
Pedobaptist church.

If Pedobaptists allowed freedom of
opinion regarding the claims of sprinkl-
ing—if they declared that a minbister

 of baptism.

who does not believe in lgrinkling
should not be compelled to administer
it—if members were as free to speak
against sprinkling as they are to speak
against immersion—they would have
more show of refson for declaring that
was 80 broad that all
cofild stand upon it—that no
one was justifiedinleaving them becaunse
of his opiions regardingthe ceremony
But when they seek to
force upon all an acknowledgment of
the divine authority of sprinkling,
theirs is the bigotry—theirs the guilt
of schism.—N. Y. Ex. & Chron.

—

THE PRINCE OF WALES AND
OUR MISSIONS IN INDIA.

The ‘departure of the Prince of
Wales for India is an event of national
moment. Not without special interest
18 it to those who, like ourselves, have
s0 loog had their attention directed
to India as a field of missionary enter-
prise and endeavour ; but the interest
we now speak of is general, for the
Prince enters on his great journey, not
in.any merely private capacity, as in
his former travels, but as therepresen-
tative, and almost the delegate, of the
Crown aod Peogle:- of Kogland.
Surely such a journey, under such cir-
cumstances, has never been undertaken
by royal prince before. The journey-
ings of the Prince of Wales in Amerioca
and Canada were mothing to it. It will
extend over twenty-five thousand miles
at the least. It will occupy more
than six months. It-will bring the il-

lustrious traveller in contaet with modes

of life and varieties of civilisation that
he bas never hitherto knowg. Inolud-
ing the two great oit/ v 1A mbey and
Calcutta, it will include also Mysore,
Madras, the island of Ceylon, those
great North-Western Provinces so foll
of interest, some of it tragie, to Eogland
and Koglishmen, and will extend as
far north as Jamu, on the very borders
of Thibet. That every care will be
taken for the Prince’s personal safety
we are well assured, but it were idle to
conceal from ourselves that such a
jourvey as we have described must in-
volve dangers to which few men, ex-
cept at the call of duty, would care to
expose themselves. Already, we
have commended the Priuce to the care
of Providence. None more loyally than
ourselves will watch his progress, and
none more sincerely hope and pray for
his safe return.

That this visit to India will, if it
be judiciously conducted be produc-
tive of good, there are already many
indications. The ioterest that it has
aroused amongst the population, who
are anticipating a visit from the son
of the Queen of England, shows that
it is regarded by them as an event
of 0o small importauce. It will be
at least an expression of the interest
that is taken in them and their wel-
fare by those whom they still regard
a8 their conquerors. Nothing short
of a visit by the Queen herself,
which is, of course, impossible, could
more strongly convey to them the
idea that they are cared for by the
Power that has taken upon itself the
responsibility of their rule. We are
obliged to add the wish that that care
were really as great as they will be led
to suppose. The way in which Indian
legislation is conducted in the House
of Commons has often been commented
upon. Only a few hours can be spared
at the fag-end of the Parliamentary
Session to consider the affairs of what
is yet one of the grandest Empires
the world has ever seen. Of course,
a great dcal of this arises from
ignorance, The iguorance of Kug-
lishmen generslly in regard to India
is perfectly astounding. We should
like to know how many members
of Parliament eyen, could tell us,
unless they had lately.looked them up,
the exact position of half ‘the places
that are put down in the Prince of
Wales's programme., We remember
many years since meeting a missionary
from Muttra, and his saying, somewhat
playfully and somewhat plaintively,
“ lrforo we have been working all these

Christians of England were praying for
the progress of God’s cause in Muttra,
and now, when we come home, we find
that most of them do not know where
Muttra is.”

We have not space to refer in detail
to the places that will be visited by the
Prince, but we may mention some
things. = Nosooner will the Prince land
on the shores of India that he will find
himeelf in a Presidency nearly twice as
big as England and Sootland together,
and containing a population of more
than fifteen millions—he will find bim-
self in a city the population of which
approaches, if it does not exceed, seven
hundred thousand, twice as large as
that of Birmingham, and as large as
that of Manchester and Leeds united.
Passing on, by way of Beypoor, to
Madras, he will be received, in the city
alone, by & population of four hundred
thousand ; and in the island of Ceylon,
of which Colombo is the capital, he will
find a population of two and a half
millions. We may not speak at length
of Caleutta, the chief city in the presi-
dency of Bengal, which, including its
suburbs, has a population of over a
million ; nor of the North-West Pro-
vinces, in which, as at Delhi, Cawn-
pore, and Lucknow, the Prince will be
reminded of the Indian Mutiny, which
occurred when he was little more than
a boy. Woe will but mention one or
two other facts, only apologising to
those to whom they are familiar, for
the sake of those to whom they may
be nnknown. India has altogether a
population, chiefly of Hindus and Mo-
hamedans, of more than two hundred
millions. The Hindus are more un-
merous than all the Protestants in the
| world put together, Iundia is about
twenty-five times the size of Eogland,
and all Europe, with the exception of
Russia, covers but the some extent of
surface. Its resorces are enormous,
and they are being developed with
wonderful rapidity. Civilisation and
education are making rapid strides.
It seems as if the time were not very
far distant when the title of Emperor
of India would be a prouder title than
even that of King of Kogland.

We have written thus far in the hope
of being able to give cur readers some
ibformation respecting the country fo
which the Prince of Wales is now going
as fast a8 steam will carry him. Butour
purpose would be only partially accom-
plished if we did not express the hope
that the attention thatis now bein
drawn to India will be utilised for those
missionary purposes which we as a de-
pomination have 80 much at heart.
India is being rapidly civilised, but
very slowly Christianised. The old
idolatries are fast disappearing, but
they are being displaced rather by an
intellectual scepticism than by a belief
in ‘* the truth as it is in Jesus.” For
several months the attention of English.-
men will be directed to India as it has
seldom been before. . Cannot our mis-
sionary societies avail themselves of the
opportunity ? The Prince of Wales
will, if he be spared, be, one day,
Emperor of lodia, but we want to win
it for a greater King than he. ** India
for Christ,” was Carey's motto : shall
it not be also and morethan ever ours ?
— London Baptist.

— « wow »

“PAY FOR THE PITCHERS.’
A Christian woman once asked for
money for the cause of Christ ; and the
objection was raised, ** Why! I
thought you preached a free gospel ;
and you talk about the water of life
being free, without money and without
price,”—** Yes,” said she, ** the water
of life is free ; but we need money 1o
pay for the pitcher to carry it in.”
Yes, ours is a ** free salvation;” but
we must pay for the Bibles and tracts
which tell about it ; we must pay pas-
sage on the ships and railroads which
carry our missionaries to the heathen
we must sopply them with food and
clothing, and means to bring up their
children, while they give their time to
the work of telling “the story of the

Oross " to the heathen, and translating

years in Mu‘tﬁ. tbi};kin—g that the |
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books and Bibles, or learning the lan-
guage so that they may speak and
write it. And the money for this pur-
pose ought to come from every church
of Christ, from every hLeliever in the
Saviour, however rich or poor, in its
due proportion.

R o = S

DESIGNATION OF MISSION-
ARIES AT TNHE TABERNACLE.

A deeply interesting service was held
on the 10th ult., at the Metropolitan
Tabernacle, at which several brethren
and sisters who are on the eve of depart-
ing for the mission field were designated
to that work. The congregation filled
the entire area and must have num-
bered upwards of two thousand, The
Rev. C. H. Spurgeon presided, and
delivered an address in the course of
which he made eloquent reference to
the similar service the othes day at
Plymouth, and especially to the charge
to departing missionaries given by
Dr. Brock. This, Mr. Spurgeoncharac-
terized as one of the noblest utterances
to which be had ever listened. The
missionaries on the platform at the
Tabernacle on whose account the ser-
vice was held, were two young men
from the Pastors’ College, one of whom
is_proceeding to China, there to aid in
the work carried on by Mr. Hudson
Taylor ; Miss Thorne, a member of
the Church at the Tabernacle, and be-
longing to a family whose pame is
hovorably associated with the church
at Broadmead, Bristol, who is going
to Delhi to assist in the Zenana work ;
Miss Burnett,who is going out to become
the wife of a missionary ; ‘and along
Wwith these a veteran worker, Miss
Packer, who has already laboured for
twenty years in Iodia, and who is now
about to return for the purpose of con-
tinuing the work to which she is de-
voting her hife. Miss Packer origin-
ally went out under the auspices of
the Ladies’ Association for the pro-
motion of the Kducation of Women in
India, She was subsequently baptized
by Mr. Denham, of Serampore, and for
eight years was associated with the
Baptist mission in Calcutta. For
twelve years she was connected with
the Orissa mission, spending part of
that time at Russell Condh, where she
was associated with the late devoted
John Orissa Goadby. At the com-
mencement of the Orissa famine she
became connected with the orphanage,
and a considerable number of the boys
and girls whp were then converted un-
der her ministrations are now located
in the Christian villages, The Rev.
Jas. A. Bpurgeon gave an address in
which he described the Zenana work,
and the Rev. Mr.  Biiley from Orissa
described the past and future spheres
of Miss Packer's labours. O.ber
addresses were also given. The clos-
inglcene of the service was profound-
ly impressive. Asking the people
to rise, Mr. Spurgeon took the hand
of each one of the missionaries in
succession,and uttered a fervent prayer
o0 his or her behalf, to whieh, as at
Plymouth, all the people responded
with a devout ** Amen.”—/b.

We regret to learn that the Rev. Dr.
Landels has met with a somewhat
serious accident while erossing a rail-
wny On the Continent. He did not
think at the time that much was wrong,
but sivee his arrival in England it has
been ascertaived that the injury to one
of his limbs was of such a character
that he will be obliged to rest for seve-
ral weeks,

A Troy clergyman recently announe-
ed to his congregation; after a commun-
ion service, that he had long sought and
at last found s substitute for wine in
the administration of the sacrament.
The new discovery is grape jelly, which
dissolved in water, he said, wounld be
free from the objections urged azainst
wive. The minister’s proposition to
make the substitution was approved,and
& committee of three ladies appoint.
ed to make the jelly, of which a single
bowl will suffice for each sacramental
oceasion.




