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SONG OF THE CHRISTMAS
BELLS.

BY MRS. A. CAMPBELL.

Hark ! those merry Christmas bells,

' How they ring !

Peace on earth, good-will to men ! —
Thus they sing.

Singing of a Christmas morn,

And » manger so forlorn,

W here the Son of God was born,—
Thus they sing.

Singing messages of love,

From the Father high abuve,

And the Spiric Heavenly Dove,—
Thus they sing,

Singing charity and grace,
Pardon for a sinful race,
And a reconciled face,—
Thus they sing !

Singing to the rich and poor,
Chanting gladness cverwore,
Christ is now the open Door,—

Thus they sing.

Singing to the rich to be
(Generous, for Thou doet see,
And the poor beloug to Thee,—
- Tbus they sing.

Singing enmity should cease,
Lave and kindness to increase,
‘Christmas is & time of peace, -~

Thus they sing.
Singing out a Christmas lay,
Happiness to all ! we say.

Wisbing you a merry day,—
Thus they sing.

Hark ! those merry Chbristmas bells,

- tiow they ring !
Peace on earth, good- will to men,—

_ Religions.
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THE FIRST NEW-ENGLAND
BAPTISTS.

CENTENNIAL NOTES., ~
By Prof. Ileman Lincoln, D. D., of

Newton, Mass.
OPPRESSION AND DELIVERANCE.

In this Centennial year it is wise for
American Baptists toreview their early
history, and recall the struggles by
which their fathers won religious free-
dom. We are free-boin, but they pur-
chased liberty at the cost of odinm and
imprisonment and blood. They had
profound convictions, which shaped
their lives. They were loyal to Christ
and to gospel order, and their martyr
spirit was born of loyalty. This loy-
alty made them swift to speak aud
strong to suffer. It created enthusiasm
in assailing error, and heroism in bear-
ing persecution. 1f the denomination
i8 to retain its unity and aggressive
power in the next century, it must
preserve this unswerviog loyalty to
Christ and truth. Without it the de-
nomination would have been unborn,
without it death is inevitable, Tt is
our only apology for a distinct name in
Christendom. The liberalism which
surrenders it is a precursor of dissolu-
tion,

Massachusetts was settled by two
classes of colonists, - with divergent
aims, The Pilgrims at Plymouth
sought to found a Christian Charch,
composed only of conveirted members,
Thiy was inspiring motive of Joho
Robinson, their wvoble leader. For
this he separated from the Knglish
Church, where natural birth entitled to
membership. For this he removed to
Leyden, that the experiment of a spirit-
ual chureh might be tried under tavor-
ing influences. For this Le counselled
cmigration to America, because the
social influences in Holland were grad-
ually enticing the young members into
the National Church. The Pilgrims
struggled hard to maintain the princi-
ple, and to guard freedom of conscience
a8 well, but they were overborne by
their powerful neighbors.

The Puritans of Massachusetts Bay
wished to found a' Christian State.

IS —————

and social institutions by New Testa-
went law. The limits of Church and
State were identical with them ; aod
in 1631, they prassed a law that ** No
ope shall be admitted to the freedom
of this body politie, unless be be a
a member of some church within the
limits of the same.” This law, iutend

ed to ensure a well ordered and Cbris-
tian common-wealth was the source of
eudless trouble. It subverted freedom
of conscience, by making it the duty
of the State to punish Baptists and
Quakers, as enemies of social order
and disturbers of the public peace.
It corrupted the spirituality of the
¢hurch, by opening the door for the
admission of all men of disreputable
lives, even it unacquainted with divine
grace. The law amplied that Chris.
tians alofe can be good citizens; its
later interpretation was that all good
citizens must, in the judgment of
charity, be aceounted good Christians.
The law aimed to honour the Church
and strengthen it, by exalting it above
the Stafte ; it really undermined it, by
aking the State a supreme ruler over
the Church, The same law which de-
prived non-members of the  right of
voting, finally deprived members of
the right cf ownership in Puritan
houses of worsLip and parsonages, and
in Harvard College.

-+ This law. was the parent of persecu--

tion. To it were due all the suff-rings
of our Baptist fathers.: It olothed
civil magistrates with power to enforce
duties to God, as duties essential to
good citizenship. It required * eve?
inhabitant who should not voluntarily
contribute to all charges; both in
Church and Commonwealth, propor-
tionably, according to his ability, te be
o mpolled thereto by assessment ;" and
“ if any man withheld the paymeuot, the
civil power must be exercised as in
other just debts.” The General Court
held it to be ** their great duty to pro-
vide that all places and pecple within
their gates should be supplied with
an able and faichfulminvister of God's
holy word :” and ihat ail inhabitans
must ** attend the preaching provided
for them under a penalty of five shill-
ings for absence on Lord’s-Day, or
Fast, or Thanksgiving.”

By such statutes Baptists were re-
quired to attend worship in parish
churches, and to pay their full propor-
tion for building meeting-houses, and
supporting pastors. [f they refused to
pay church taxes, their property was
seized acd sold at public auction. It
they met in private houses to worship
according to their own conscieuces,
they were imprisoned and fined. If
they erecygd chapels for public service
the chapels might be barred by authori-
ty of law, and they had no court of
appeal. For more than a centary they
endured intolerable wrongs, inflicted in
the name of law, and uunder a charter
assuring freedom of conscience to every
citizen. A sketch will be given, in
future papers, of some of these wanton
outrages ; of the heroism with which
they were borne, and the boldness with
wiych they were denounced.
the sufferers had fiery toogues and
eloquent pens, and unjust magistrates

indiguation and scorn,

It - would be a mistake to suppose
that gll Puritans in Mussachusetts Bay
favored the persecution of Baptists,
A strong pablic sentimeunt oppoased it,
and sometimes found expression in the

the day. ludignant remonstrances
also came from the Koglish Puritans,
demanding an instant change in the
publie policy, and declaring that perse-
cution in Msussdthusetts was far more
odious thav in the Established Church
in Eogland, But the clergy justified
it, and their influcuce, almost omnipo-
tent, enforced it against all oppesition.
They even denied that whipping or im-
prisooment or fines could be called
persecution. John Cotton, good man
as he was, was blind as any Jesuit,

in perfect harmony with religious free-
dom. The public conscience, how-
ever, was touched by the manly appeals

'i‘ixéy tiine;d to- ahape’all sivil forms |

Some of

cowered under their burning words of

General Court, or in the journals of

and defended the severest measures as’

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Wednesday, December 22, 1875.

of Baptists. Odious laws were. grad-
ually modified, or their operation sus-
pended, and a more liberal public sen-
timent found utterance ; but it was not
till 1834, less than.a half century ago,
that. absolute fre_:nom of conscience
was established by law,

It is instructive to notice how Divine
Providence avenges wreng by penalties
wrapped up in the evil act or word.
The Puritan legislation could not es-
cape this ordained penalty. A bad
law, though intended for good, cor-
rapted the Church it was designed to
strengthen, and alienated property it
was expected to secure,

The large bodies of emigrants com-
icg to Massachusetts Ray grew restive
under the law limiting citizenship to
church members, and church member-
ship to converted men. They demand-
ed a wider door for entering Church
and State. The demand prevailed,
and laxity began on the Chdrch side.
A Synod in Boston, in 1657, extended
baptism to the children of those not
church members, it the parents under-
stood the grounds of religion, and
were not scandalous ' in life. The
Lord’s Supper, however, was still limit-
‘ed to believers , ,

But the pressure tewards greater
lagity continued. As L was held that
baptized infants were members of the
church, the inference was natural that
they were entitled to dl the
of the church, and, therefore, to the
Supper. The practied graduvally ob-
tained of admitting thep to the Supper
in adult years, if thé$amaintained, re-
putable lives, withoul requiring evi-
dences of conversio Thus the
churches and the pulpits were filled
with unconverted members, having no
attachment, by personal exnerience, to
the deetrives of grave § and
was prepared for the great Unitarian
apostasy. Aun unjust law evacted to
strengthen the Church, by an inexor-
able Providence brought disaster to the
Chuich, and led it into heresy.

Nor was this/the only penalty of bad
legislation returning to plague the in-
ventors. The reaction of the law by
which all wereitaxed to build houses of
worship and sapport p:rish ministers
alievated churéh property from Puritan
ownership, ang transferred it to Uui-
tarian parishes.  Oae might have
almest expeded the Cottons and
Mathers, the »ld Puritan champions,
to come fromitheir graves to protest
against the mqral wrong of wresting
property fromiits true owuers. But
tne same Prowdence which * of our
pleasant vices makes instruments to
scourge us,” usid the vicious laws of
the Puritans as{an scourge to correct
their errors of slfi-hness and oppres-
sion. |

The method ¥as simple and natural,
but startling iy its effects. Puritan
law compelled tJe parish to build meet.
ing-houdes and jupport preachers, As
a compensationfor enforced taxes, the
parish was finaly allowed to have the
sole voice in thfelection of pastor. In
the early partjof the nineteenth cen-
tury many parjhes became Upitarian,
while the majdgity of church-members
continued ortjodox. = When pastors
were elected,fhe parish voted for a
Unitarian pafjor, whom the church
refused to acqpt. - Divisions followed,
and appeals § courts of law. The de-
cisions were puiformly against the or-
thodox partf the courts deciding that
ownership of property and the ehoice
of pastor vpted in the parishes, and
not in the gurches. The descendants
of the Purijus found, to their dismay,
that the lgs by which their fathers
had buttreged the orthodox faith were
now strenghening Unitarian heresy,
and that ti§ Puritan churches had not
ouly lost Buses and parsonages, but
the right efn o the old bistoric name,
forthe nag went with the property.

The wrdgs inflicted on Baptists and
Quakers gre terribly avenged; for
the petty hms gained by unjust tax-
ation werdlost a thousand fold by the
alienationpf church and college edi-
fices, andof large funds bequeathed
for the syport of orthodoxy. It must
have occfred to many of the suffer-
ers, thathy a righteous retribution
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they were receiving the same measure
they had meted to others. By legal
wrongs they had robbed Baptists, and
by similar legal wrongs they were
robbed in turn. _

It required such personal suffering to
open their eyes (o their own injustice.
It was only when smagling under their
own losses, that they at length consent-
ed to the repeal of the old statutes,
and in 1834 the last relies of oppres-
sion disappeared, and freedom of wor-
ship became the uniform law of the
Commonwealth.—N. Y. Ex. & Chron.
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From the London Baptist.
MR. STANLEY'S APPEAL FOR
MISSIONARIES.

We are disposed to think that Mr.
Heory Stanley, the “ Own Corres-
pondent,” -in Central Africa, of the
Daily Telegraph and the New York
Herald, is exhibiting himself in a char-
acter in which not many amongst us
were prepared to recognise him. We
suspect that in the mind of many there
was a vague feeling, so vague that
they them-elves were hardly couscious
of it, that he was little more than an
adventurer after all, and thar, in find-

»

“ bumptiousness,
results,

fortune.

been toiling for years.

has done before; and it seems likely
that his next communications, if he is
spared to make other communications,
will furnish additions to our geograph.-
ical koowledge as surprising as they
will be valuable. What pleases us,
however, most in Mr. Sianley is the
spirit of seriousness, as well as ear-
nestness, in which he is prosecuting
his work. As we read his letters last
week, we felt almos: as if the mantle
of the departed Livingstone had fallen
upon his shoulders. Writing in April
from Ugauda, the capital of King
Mtesa, whose kingdom Mr. Stanley
estimates as being, at least, half as big
a8 Great Britain, and as includingsot
fewer then two million people, he
says :—* Now, until I arrived

Mtesa’s Court, the king delighted in

[slam ; but by one couversation I flat-
ter myself that I have tumbled the
newly raised religious fabric to the
ground, and, if it were only followed
by the arrival of a Christian mission
here, the conversion of Mtesa and his
court to Christianity would, I thiok,
be complete. 1 buve, indeed, under-
mined Islamism so much here that
Mtesa has determived hevceforth, until
he is better informed, to observe the
Christian Sabbath as well as the Mos-
lem Sabbath, and the great captaius
have unanimously consented to this,
He has further caused the ten com-
mandments of Moses to be written on
& board for his daily perusal—~for
Mtesa can read Arabic—as well as the
Lord’s Prayer and the.golden com.
mandment of our Saviour, ** Thou shalt
love thy neighbouy as thyself !' This
is great progress for the few days that
I have remained with him, and though
I ap no missionary, I shall begiu to
think that I might become one if such
success is feasible. But, oh that some

ing Livingstone, he made only a ** lucky
hit” How contrary to tke truth suco
a suspicion was, those of us who have
had the privilege of personal inter-
“course with hih very well know ; and |
even those who have read his book
with any degree of candour must have
seen that beneath the rollickingness,
and what we may almost call the
that lay upon the
surface, there was a dash and deter-
wination which, if guided by disere-
tion, could not+fail of achieving great
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pious, practical missionary would cdm

here! What a field and a harvest ripe
for the sickle of civilisation ! Mtesa
would give him anything he desired—
houses, lands, cattle, ivory, ete., he
might call a province his own in one
day. It is not the mere preacher,
however, that is wanted here. The
bishops of Great Britain collected, with
all the classic youth of Oxford and
Cambridge, would effect nothing by
mere talk with the intelligent people of
Ugaoda. It is the practical Christian
tutor, who can teach people how to
become Christians, cure their diseases,
construct dwellings, understand and
exemplify agriculture, and turn his
hand to anything, like a sailor—this is
the man who is wanted. Such a one,
if he can be found, would become the
saviour of Africa.” We have no space
for further quotation, but our readers
will"see, from the words already cited,
something of the spirit of the man at
whom it was so fashionable at one time
to nueer. We earnestly hope that Mr.
Stanley’s life will be preserved, and
that he will come back to us to be re-
ceived with all the honours which, if he
prosecute his work in the same spirit
to the end, he will undoubtedly de-
serve. But what a chance for the
Baptist Missionary Society |  Mr.
Saker and his brethren have done good
work in the West of Africa; can we
vot send somebo

labour in the East ?-— The Baptist.

Tae PRINcE’S RECEPTION AT Ba-
RODA was *‘cordial and respectful.”

Accompanied by the boy Guikwar and
Sir Madhavo Rao, he was carried from

the railway station to ths Residency on
agorgeously-caparicoued elephant ; and

Still, nobody thought of bim |
exactly as a hero, though it is clear

that he is as much entitled to that
designation as many a petted son of
In the course of a compara-
tively few months, and amidst difficul-
ties and dangers, in the presence of
which many another brave mgn would
have been dismayed, he has made dis-
coveries after which Livingstoue and
our other great African travellers have
If he has not
actually discovered the sources of the
Nile, as the Z'elegraph not unnaturally
boasts that he has, he has certainly got
far nearer to them than any explorer

the idea that he was a follower of

subsequently he | witnessed ex«iting
scéhes in the arena, these including
elephant, rhinoceros, buffalo, and ram
fights, exceedingly dubious forms of
amusement.  KFor these exhibitions
the Court of Baroda has always, we
are' told, been *‘famous.” Native
[odién princes have a remmrkable pas-
sion for such displays, but Kunderao
and his successor, the late Guikwar,
were particularly devoted to the amuse-
ment of watching the contests of ani-
mals, so that at Baroda there has
always been kept up a large supply of
elephants, rhivoceroses, buffaloes, ti-
gers, rams, avd camels, trained to fight
for the pleasure of the Courts. (om-
bats still more cruel, such as the snock-
ing nukhi mitches—wherein naked
athletes tore each other to pieces with
iron elaws fitted upon the palm—used
to disgrace the leisure of the Guikwars ;
but we may trust that such sights are
now abolished there. The savage
struggles of beasts, starved or excited
into ferocity, are bad enough, in all
conscience, to witness; and it is de-
plorable that the Heir-Apparent should
bave consented to countenance sports
so brutal and degrading. What will
those bishops say to this who have
been assuring the country that the
main. purpose of the Prince’s visit to
India was to further the cause of Chris-
tinnity ?— Freeman.

. -y

The Marquis of Lorne has addressed
to the officiating clergymen ot the
various parishes a letter asking for
their support and sympathy in the work
of the Church of England Incumbents’
Sustentation Fuod, which aims at
raising the incomes of all existing
beneficis to £200 a year. There are
nearly 4000 benefices below that
amount in aunual valpe, .

. -_—e-———

A recent revival in Moonte in Aus-
tralia has resulted in the conversion of
2,200 people. The different churches
in Adelaide have been holding special
services in that city and its suburbs
with great success. A revival is re-
ported tp have occurred in San Fran-
cisco, by which the membership of
several churches has been largely in.
creased.

There is something very sublime,
though very fanciful, in Plato’s des-
oription of the Supreme being, that
“truth is His body, and light His

shadow.”

dy-equally faithful, to




