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BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1875. 

INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 

Sunpay December 26th, 1875 —Review. 
The Ministry ol Jesus. 

1. Jesus Lifted up..ccee.... Johu xii. 23-33. 
2. Wasting the Disciples’ 

Feet .cocessnsncssscses “ 21a 
3. Mary Mansions ..cceoveee atl: % 
4. The Vineand the Branches ** xv. 1-8 

| 6. Friends and]Foes ot Jesus * xv. 11.19, 
6. Tne Work of the Spirit... ** xvi. 7 14 
7. Jesus Interceding....... “ xvii. 15-21. 
8 xviii 33-38, 

Xx x. 25-30. 
xx. 11-18, 
xx. 24 31. 
xx. 156-22. 

. Jesus the King€eeooeoraee wig 

9. Jesus ou the Cross..... . 
10. Jesus and Mary.... coese * 
11. Je-us and Thomas....... “ 
12. Jesus and Petercece.cees 

GoLpeN Texrt.—** But these are written, | 
that ye might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God ; and that believing 
ye might have life through his name.” 
John xx. 31. 

Exposition. — Joho#was the son of Zebe- 
dee and Salome, and brother of James. 

Matt. iv. 21; xxvii. 56; Mark xv. 40; 

=i lL pe 
The fourth Gospel, the three Epistles 

bearing bis fiame, and the book of revela- 

tion are irom his pen. 
** Probably the date of the Gospel way | 

be about A. D. 78. Tle references to it in 

the First Epistle and the Revelation lead to 
the supposition that it wae written decided- 
ly before those, two books.” * The date 
of the Revelation is given by the great 
mafirity of critics as A. D. 95-97.” b | 
* The time of John's death is supposed 

to bave been between A. D. 89 to A. D. 
120 

** The Gospel by Jobn differs essentially 
from tbe Guspels preceding it. Its testi-. 
mony to Jesus is reflective, theirs narralive ; 

they record what Jesus seid and did, it 

records what Jesus was in person, charae 

ter, and mission ; they deal more with 

facts, it wore with doctrines; they with 

Christ's humanity. it with Christ's divinity; 

they uniold Jesus from without; it from | 
within,” —Abbout. Says Dr. Weston. * [p 
the study of the Evangelists we may see 
some fitness in the fancy that the distine. 
tive features of the Gospels are symbolized 
by the four faces of the majestic creatures 
who serve in the immediate presence of | 
God—the cherubim. Matthew, the lion, 
is the kingly Gospel ; Mark, the ox, is the 
Gospel of the worker ; Luke, the man, the 
bunan Gospel. 

coguized as the appropriate emblem» 
John. His Gospel gives us eternal truths, 
marvellously combicing simplicity and #ub- 

limity, expressing the proloundest thoughts 
in the plainest words. The Evangelists, 
like the Apostles on their first mission, 
walk in pairs, each the complement of the 
other. Matthew and Mark, the Mouarch 
and the Servant ; Luke and John the wan 

and the God. 

* Tag rEcorD oF THE ErerNaL Oxg.— 
In accordance with its characucr as the 

record of the Eternal Ove. this Gospel, in- 

stead of begioning as Matthew's with 
Christ's descent from Abrabam and his 

birth as the king of the Jews, or us Mark's 

with his public and official life, or as Luke's 
with a letter from one friend to another, 

commences befure Abraham or Adam or 

the earth was, in the rewotest depths of 

eternity, * lo the beginning was the Word.’ 

It 18 the first chapter of Genesis over again 
with sublimer aod higher truths ; the ac 

count of lile and light and creation, only 

not now of a lile and light which sprang 
into being at God’s commend, but of a 

nobler life, an uncreated, a greater light, 
even the primeval and fountain one, a 
higher existence, even life in Christ Jesus. 

We find in this Gospel no record of Christ's 
earthly birth, nothing of Mary's bringing 
forth her first bora son and laying him in 
a manger, Mary and Juseph and Bethle- 
hem do not appear, but on the contrary we 
read of one who was in the bosom of the 

Father, that he became flesh and dwelt 
among ud; and we beheld his glory, the | 

glory of the only-begotten of the Father, 

full of grace and truth. There 1s nothing 
here of, what all the other Evangelists tell 
ue, the baptism and temptation. He stands 

before us at once as the Eternal, the Lamb 

of God, the Omuiecient One who knows 

| list. For the same reason many things 

| are here unknown. 

The eagle has been 

: ve 

Lif ye loved me, ye would rejoice.” 

ask anything in wy name, I will do it.” 

the character and activns of Nathaovael ; 
and the first chapter ends with the declara- 
tion from Christ's own lips, singularly un- 

like auythiog in any of the other Gospels | 
at this stage of his ministry, * Hereafter 
ye shall see heaven open, and the augels of 
God ascending and descending on the Son 
of Man.’ : 

“Or Cumisr as THE worp or Gop.— 
““ As Cbrist in hie eternal, divine, inherent 

obaracter is presented to us in this Gospel, 
it is pot a record of what our Lord did, 

' old was he when he died? How does 
| Joba's Goepel differ irom the three pre- 
ceeding it? 

hat » declaration of What be 1s, and bis] 
made known by what hesays, Through. 
out Le is the Word of God. Hence there 
are few miracles recorded by this Evange- 

which are prominent in the other Gospels 

John the Baptist, for 
example ; he does not attract our attention 
either io himsell, or in his hearers, or in 
bie messages, or in his fate. He appear: 
before us only in the contemplation of 
Christ. * Behold the Lamb of God,' he 
says, words which we find in wo other 

guspel. His discourse is of the Bridegroom 
in whose coming be so greatly rejoices, and 
of the sweetness of decreasing while Christ 

increases. In the same spirit there ie no 
mention of the calling of the twelve apos. 
tles— ind€éd, the word apostle does not ve- 
cur in the gospel. Christ in this Gospel 
18 alone, baving po helpers or fellow- 
workers ; he is, and beside him is no 

other. . 

“Or Curist as Diving —** How pe. 
culiarly this isolation of Christ, so to 
speak, this thorough leaning on himself, 
appears in his last hours! In John only, 
of all the Evangelists, the Lord peither 
needs nor receives sympathy vor help from 
angels or men or nature or glorified spirit. 
when the suldiers came to take him, in this 

| Gospel atone do we read that, awe struck 

when he spake to them, they went back- 
ward and fell to the ground. ln this 
Gospel alone dues be say, * If ye seek me, 
let these go their way,’ protecting them in 
the very hour of his capture. Through- 

out the whole scepe’of the crucifixion the 
same wouderful character is preserved. 

He does not receive testimony from mun. 

From the cross you hear no complaint, no 

prager—no ery, ‘ My God, my God, why 

bast thou forraken me? * Father, into 

thy hands 1 commend wy epirit’ He 
speaks but three words. The first breaks 

all human relations, and provides as if on 
a quiet death-bed for his mother; ‘the 

second takes care that the Scriptures be 
fulfilled ; -the third is the triumphant shout | 
of a conqueror, the batile ery of a vie- 

torious God, 

‘* PECULIARITY OF THE DISCOURSES IN |™ 

Jonn's GospeL.—* Let us now look at] 
Christ's discourses as John records them. 
One grand peculiarity marks them : they 
all bave the inteneely divine character ol 
the Gospel, all of them relating to the 

being and person of God, to the essential 

the mystical and vital union of Christ and | 

his people. Very much of what Christ 
says io the other Gospels any uther person 
way say without impropricty, but of how 
swall a part of Jobu's Goepel is this true. 
Here Christ fills out tbe sentence which 

Gud spake to Moses when he declared his 
hitherto uncommunicated name, I am; 

‘*l am the Bread,’ ‘the Light,” *the 

Vine," * the Door; ¢ the good Shepherd,’ 

‘ the Resurrection,” * the Lule,’ * the Way,’ 

* the Truth,” Here only do we find * Be 

fore Abraham was, I am,’ * He that hath 

scen me, hath seen the Fatter,” *1 and 

wy Father are ove,’ * Except ye eat the 
flesh of the Son of Maun and drink hie 

blood, ye have vo life in you.” In Matthew, 

Mark and Luke we are told of the coming 
fate of the Temple, of the city over against 

which they sat, and of the things which 
are to come upon the earth. Jerusalem, 

Judea and the Gentiles appear before us, 

distress of nutions and perplexity ; and our 
view closes with the coming of the don of 

Man. Io John there is not coe word of 
Jerusalem, of the Temple, of the:Gentiles ; 
not a word of false Christe, or the flight in 

the winter, or the great tribulation, or the 
perplexity that -will ecize the hearts of 
men. Oo the contrary, it is ulwost all of 
biwself, of the Spirit, aud ol beaven, * ln 

my Father's house are many mauvsions,’ 

* | will not leave you comfortiess ; | will 

come unto you. “I go to my Father, and 

* If ye 

* Let not your hearts be troubled : believe in 

God, believe in we,""” 

Historical Questions.— Who were the 
parents of John the Evangelist ? Of what 
books of the New Testament was he the 
author? Which wus com first, the 
Revelation or the Gospel by Jobo? How 

Who were the parents of John the Bap. 
tist ? Luke 1. 5. 

What was his mission? leaiah xl. 3; 
Mal. iii. 1. 

W hat did he say of him whom he had 
baptisd ? John i. 20. 
How did Jobo the Baptist die ? Mark 

vi. 21-29, 

Alter what miracle did Jesus call him- 
self the Bread of life? John vi. 10-12. 

oneness of Christ with his Father. and to} 

the Light of the World ? Joho ix. 1-5. 
Who was the vacillating governor that 

tried Jesus ? 
Who wae the woman that first saw the 

risen Saviour ? 

Who was the doubting disciple ? 
To whom did Jesus say ** Lovest thou 

me ?" 

Jesus, after the erucfizion ? 

What became of her risen Son? Acts 
hag X 

Doctrinal, Questions.— With the state- 
ment of what wonderful truth does the 
Gospel of John begin T Ch. i. 14. 
What did Jesus ay to Nicodemus was 

needful in order to be saved ? Ch. iii. 3. 
Who ie the agent of vur regeneration? 

Titus iii, 5. 
Why does Jesus say we must be born of 

water and of the spirit? Ane, Because 
baptism is the symbol of purification from 
sin. 
What did Jesus say would happen with 

his being lifted up ? John xii. 38 
Where wae Jesus lifted up? What 

title was put over Lim ? 

ho did Jesus say would come alter his 
departure ? Ch. xvi. 7. 

Under what dispensation are we, then 
living ? 

What ie the office of the Holy Spirit ? 
Ch. xvi. 8-11. 
What have we learned about the divieity 

of Christ 2 Ch. i. ig 11; zx. 28 
What have learned about Christ's 

atonement lor sin? Ch. vi. 53, 54. 

What does the good Shepherd do for us? 
Ww g theo, should we love him? 1 John 
iv 19. 

Pracrica Questions. —Is there any. 
thing undesirable iv the religion of Jesus ? 
1 Tim. iv. 8, 

Would God buve given us his only Son 
to save us were we not lost without such 
a gilt? Jobn iii. 16; Rom. v. 8. 

If we do not belie:e in Jesus, what must 
be the result ? John ii, 18 ; Mark xvi. 10 

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher. 

Wouths’ ot 

“MAY ANDERSONS MERRY 
CHRI:TMAS. 

BY MABEL MRRESTER. 

It was a bright. cod stternoon in Decem- 

ber, just a week beore Christmas, and 
splendid coasting. 21 the boys and girls 
koew' that ; May Acderson kuew it, for 
she was standing at the twp ol the hill, 
just at the corner of the sidewalk, watch- 
ing the hoys and girls ovest, with wistlui 

cys ; but no notice was taken of her by 
the coasters : they did not seem to even see 
her. 

May was cold ; ¢he had been standing 

there for balf an hour, and bebre that she 

bad had a long walk carrying home some 
work that her mother had flushed ; tor 

Mrs. Auderson was poor and twk in sew- 
ing ; she was sick, too, but shehad to sew 

Just the same as il she were wel ; she was 
two poor to give up “working, .nd have a 
doctor, for while she would be bed, there 
would be nothing for May to ea, and then 
there would be the doctor's bill. May and 
her mother lived in a litte bit »f a house, 
Just they two, together. May sfather was 
a sea captain. He had sailec away for 
more than two years before, mpecting to 
be back in six months, and they had heard 

nothing from him sivee, and newer expected 

tu, now, 

Jt wap no wonder that Myy wae cold, 
while she was a looker-on at te gay limes 
the other girls weré havingifor though 

she was ueatly, she was ob! so thinly 
clothed: in a print dress, a thin little 
shawl, a black straw bat, no mittens, and 
thin boots, which would soon hwe holes in 

them ; and where she was & get new 
boots, May's mother 4id not kbw. 

All the girls who were coding were 
dressed very warmly, and very ptily, too, 
and Jack Frost, who made Jay's face 
look blue and pinched only mde their 
cheeks rosy red, and their eyes Light and 
sparkliog. No wonder they ditt take 
any notice of little May Anderdn, (she 
did look so shabby beside thew) even 
though they were school-mates, ad May 

was one of the best scholars in he class. 

They never spoke to her at school ® less it 
was necessary, so it was not to be edected 
thet they should recognize ber u the 
street. :. 

Maggie Winthrop did see her 
there, and thought at first that she 
Just say, How do you do ? to beg, 
thought, None of the other girls 
notice of her, and there's Irene | 
cousin fromm New York ; she'd th 
queer for me to be acqueinted with 

43 

her to think that 1 associate w 

girls. 

~ What became of Mary, the mother of 

Ob, it was splendid, motherdie ! 

“With what miracle did he call himeell | she was re down the firet hill on 
Alex Merrill's sled, and Alex himself was 
behind her. [shouldn’t want Alex to see 
me speaking to ber either, she thought, 
for he'd wake no end of fun of me, With 
that Maggie dismissed May from her 
mind. 

Maggie's father was rather poor, now, 
but then, be bad been rich, and Maggie 
was dressed almost as well as her com- 
panions. She hadn't any sled to be sure, 
but she didnt really need one; Alex Mer 
rill and his sled were quite at her service, 
and Jack Macdonald aud Joe Harte often 
begged the pleasure of steering her down 

hill on their sleds. 

Maggie was a bright, pretty girl, 
favourite with all the boys; and she be- 
stowed her favor upon them all with im- 
partiality, at least, she seemed disposed to, 
but somehow Alex got ahead of the other 
boys with his invitations, and eo it hap- 

pened that she coasted with him oftener 
than with any ove else. 
As | said before, May had been standing 

at the corner for half an hour. Sowe of 
the children had noticed her, but like 

Maggie, had not seemed to, and sowe in 

their excitement had pot seen her at 
all. Alex Merrill was one, but he caught 
sight of her now, and, exclaimed : 

‘* Myeyes ! il there isn't Polly Anderson! 
How do you do, Polly, pretty Pol? You're 
looking sweetly pretty ! Doesn't Polly 
want a slide? Dear Pol! pretty Pol! 
and with a scornful laugh he started down 
ll. 

Alex’ words had drawn_the attention of 
all to sensitive little May ; 

to her eyes. She couldn't keep them back 
and she turned to go home. Bat Ross 
Lyveton exclaimed : 
“ That's too bad ! Come back, May, I 

| want you to slide with me.” 
But May only hurried away; Ross ran 

after her, and standing in front of her, so 

that she was obliged to stop, he said — 
** Wont you . come and slide with | 

“ Oh, no, RE 1 should't bev ataid 
there so long, but you were paving such a 
goud time, | liked to watch you.’ 

Ross pulled his sled round in front of her 
—** Please jump on, quick." 

** Do you mean ic, really? The others 
will laugh at you,” said May. 

“ Of course | wean it! [| don’t care il 
they do laugh. Jump on, and you shall 
have a slide on the fastest sled in the 
town," 

Ross looked honest, but May couldn't 

feel quite sure that he was not going to 

play sowe trick on her, till they had start 
«d down hill, passing every body; down 
the first bill, along the nearly level street 

to the next hill, down that, and part way 
up the third hill before they stopped. 

“ Thank you,” said May; ** that was 
splendid !" 

She was going to walk up the hills her- 
self, but Ross raid, “ Here, take hold of 

wy band ; and after we get up this hill, 1 
will draw you the rest of the way,” 

May gave him ber hand in silence ;: he 
was 80 kind that she felt like eryiog. 
When they reached the starting place, she 
was going to get off, but Ross raid, 

Roh still! and we'll have another 
one.” 
* Hullo, Ross! I didn’t know pretty 

Polly was a friend of your's!" called out 
Alex, as he met them just as they were 
starting. Ross’ face flushed, but he said 
nothing. 

* For shame !"" said Maggie Winthrop, 
and would not slide with hiw aguin 

Ross bad behaved in 20 menly a way, 
when Alex first spoke to May, that Maggie 
suddenly became ashamed of herself. | 

with 1 had wade May Anderson's eyes 
shine that way, she thought. 

Alter the second slide, Ross drew May 
howe, on his sled ; ** | don't know how w 
thank you,” che ssid. 

** You have thanked me,”’ Roes answered, 
* I'm glad you liked it; we'll bave anoth 
er slide sometime.” 

** Where have you been, May?’ said 
Mrs. Anderson ; I've been afraid you would 
take culd, you were gone so long. Why, 
what's bappened* childie, that you look so 
bright?” 

‘* I've had such a lovely time, mother ! 
after | went to Mrs. Hardy's, | stopped to 
see the girls and boys const—they were 
baviog such a nice time ! [ was wishing 
with all my might that | had a sled and 
coast 100 ; then Alex Merrill saw me, and 
made fun of me, and Ross Lyveton was 
wad with bim, and gave me two slides. 

And 1 
think Ross Lypeton is the nicest boy I ever 
koew.” 

By the time Maggie bad thought 
4 

i 

the tears sprang | 

bad such a nice time. But come to the 
fire and warm, dear; you must be very 

cold.” 
“ I'm so happy, I don’t feel cold a bit. 

I wish you could have a good time too, 
motherdie.” 
~Mre, Anderson's eyes filled with tears, 

but sbe dido’t let May sce it. She bad 
given up expecting to have a good time, 
since she had been lorced to believe that 

The Seagull had been wrecked, and that 
she should never tev her sea captain again 
ior this world. 

Maggie Winthrop couldo’t keep the 
thought of May out of her wind. She 
dreamed of her at night, and the next 

morning in church couldn't listen to the 
service, for. May's lace would come before 
her and take up all ber attention. First as 
she looked while watching the merry 
coasters, #0 cold and wistiul—why dido't 
she speak to  her—then how her face 
flushed, how hurt she looked when Alex 
spoke to her—how mean he was to make 
fun of her ! then how her eyes shone, when 
Ross took her down the hill. Alex would 
have been wortified if he bad known how 
much he bad fallen in Maggie's estima- 
tion by comparison with Ross. 

Walking home from Satbath School, 
Maggie relieved her mind by telling her 
most intimate friend, Nettie Lyneton about 
it, 

** I wieh you'd been with with us yes- 
terday, Nettie! we did bave such a nice 

look cold, poor thing! She was watching 
us coast yesterday, and it you'll believe 
it, 1 didn’t speak to her, just because 1 
didn't want lreve's cousin to think | knew 
sach a shabby girl, und | thought Alex 
and the others would wake fun of me, too, 

and I'm so ashamed of wysell now !" 

** It’s too bud that you dido't speak to 
her, but I guess rhe didn’t think anything 
about it, for she never goes with us.” 

** I know she did though, she must have. 
‘Ross didu’c tell you about it, did he? He 

been standing there watching us lor ever 
\ 80 long ; nobody took any notice of her, 

| and she did look so cold! it makes me 
shiver to think of it. All at once Alex 
Merrill saw her, and said : © How do you 
do, Polly Anderson ?” and took off his hat, 
and made a low bow to ber, and called her 
pretty Poll, and talked real batefully to 
ber — how could he talk #0 ? | was ashamed 
ul bim, and I'll ever cvast with him 
again, as Jong as | live! Tuen Ross 
look*d as indignant as could be, and he 
asked Muy to coast with him; but she 
wouldn't at first; she was almost crying 
and had started to go howe ; but he made 
her get on bis sled, and then how her eyes 
did shine! Oh dear! 1 feit meaner thao 
I ever did before in my life, and I bavn’s 
got over it yet." 

it. You can tpeak 0 ber when you see 
her again, and make it bp to ber that 
way.” 

** Do sce May Anderson, doesn't she 
look hungry! Do you suppose she has 
enough to eat 7? Say! Christwas comes 
next week ; couldn't we muke her a pre- 
sent 7" 

I'll ask wother about it.” 
** Do, and I'll come over to-morrow to 

work.” 
They bad reached Maggie's door now, 

and the conversation came to an end, bus 
Maggie's heart felt lighter, and May's face 
ceased to haunt her 80 unpleasantly. 
When it came before her now, it was as 
she fancied it would look Christmas morn- 
ing. 
That evening after tea, Nettie told ber 

mother what Maggie bad told her, and 
ended up with : 
“1 tell you, mother Lyneton, 1 felt 

proud of my brother |’ 
“1 aw very glad Ross bebaved like a 

gentlewan, and that he gave May a little 
pieasure. Poor child! she don’t have 
many good times. You and Maggie have 
aD opportanity now to do good, but—are 
you sure that you will ‘not get tired, and 
give up, before you get anything finshed ? 
There are only a few days ‘to Obristmas, 
now, and you will have ta work pretty 
bard.” 

“ We'll finish what we begin, mother, 
certain sure !" said Nettie earnestly. 

* I believe that was just what you were 
going to do, when you began a sofa pillow, 
8 year ago, my dear. 

* Mother wive, don't speak of that! 1 
don’t like to be ashamed of myself, and 1 
always am, when I think of that sofa pil- 
jow. If you should see how much in earn 

* He was very kind, and I'm glad you ost Maggie is, you wouldnt be afraid to let 

time—do sce May Anderson, don’t she 

You see she bad 

“ Well, I wouldn't fell so badly about 

*“ Why, I don't koow but we might, 

DEC 
METRO PLE 

us begin. 

almost alw 

« Well, 

be done,” | 

As she 

Nettie wat 

the fire an 
had left. 

“ Wher 

Rose. 

« Went 

another.” 

+4 [8 she 

« Don’t 

There 

Ross bega 
“" Say 1) 

« You | 
wl] do, 

awfully ec 
eyes look- 

time in he 

« She b 

you couste 

“ Mayh 

then, she 

almost fr 

warm ye 

coulda’t 

Christmas 

« Your 

towards » 

“ Yes, 

be ages be 

« Well 

shall have 

with motl 

"Maggie p 
something 

to her yes 

to make i 
She's 

going tot 

what you 

“though, y 

“You 

Lyneton ! 
— whether 

“ | the 

when [t 

pretty sca 

need it,” 

Nettie 

angry lon 

“ Keall 

‘present ? 

““* Now 

find that 

things ou 

“ How 

told me ol 

the cat ou 

“| don 

.can le! 

Just as hai 

having a | 

ished it 

splendid 
found it ¢ 

think it’s 

“1 did 

I'm sorry 

hoo !” 

“You 

~ handkerel 

I'm a pep 

in the wo 

find out a 

“ Ther 

Why don 
“l'm 

about Ck 

wy to ma 

Nettie - 

air, that 

but alter 

and Chris 

tion, Ne 

talked as 

should do 

When 

waking M 

he said : 

“Ie 
children, 

merrier fi 

and you 
happy if 

week.” 

“ Oh, 

“you're 

You woul 

Wouldn't 

You'll we 
Mined, 

Weren't § 

“1 wo 

that heals 
Wediately 
out of yo 
tribute” ¢ 
better he 
“mfores


