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" THIS 1S MY BELOVED.

BY REV. W. H. PURTER.

Asuger and blind, the world would know

What charms in cur Beloved we find ;
What beauties in His features glow,
‘What matchless grace of form or mind,
‘What music in His voice we bear,

That He, than others, is most dear.
We've seen the landscape bloom afresh
Leaping from deatu’s relaxing haod;
We've séen them clad in varfcd dress,
From vernal bud to wintry baud ;

The fields aglow with flowerets bright,
‘The meadows decked in living green;
The stars dance through the azure night,
The moon float through the lifts of sheen;
The morning scatter pear!s of light,
And tinge with gold the eastern sky ;
And earth so charm the admiring eye,
Bat not the fairest flowers that grow,
Nor scenes of land, or sca, or sky,

Nor evening tints, nor morning’s glow,
With * Sharon's lovely rose can ” vie,
The bow may span the clouded arch,
Pencilled with bright, enamelled hues ;

" The sun 'mid fields of ether march,

Sparkle earth’s myriad diamond dews—
These may inspire the raptured ken,
These may arouse the soul in part,

But O for barrished wordsto pen

His heauds who has thrilled the heart !
Nature's are tame, including, though,

All charms, to ear, touch, taste and eye, -
To ** My beloved,” whom to know,

" 1s life, love, bliss, that never die.

The starry worlds that gleaming press,

Aund round their dazzling centres run, -

Are but the outer, meaner dress

Of Him whose glance lichts up the sun,

He speaks, and the worlds fromn chnos dance,
While beauty trails the glittering sky ;
Ligbtaoings are shadows of His glunce,
And suns the curtains of His eve.

Ye mountains stop, nor stay His speed,

Who cometh leapink o'er your beight,
Swifter th in winged bird or steed,

Or viewless ale, gr arrowy light.

His breath the hoary fields of snow

Dissolves to myriad murmuring rills;

His steps, like dancing sunbeams glow,

As He comes skipping o'er the hills.

The fairest blossom has some speck,

Nor faultless leaf on fault'ess trees ;

The san itself reveals a fleck,

And shadows flit o'er sunnicst seas ;

But “white and ruddy,” spotlessly,

And altogether lovely He.

The flowers we've nourished bloom and fade,
And friends we've loved with ashes blend,
Fadeless the *“ lily of the glade,”
Deathless our ever-living Friend,

The sweetest strains the ear can greet
And like hoarse waves upon the sho e,

Compared with Him, whose "“lips most
sweet,"”

Wake the soul’s music evermore.

" — . .- -

THE WINTER IN ENGLAND.

Rev. 1. E. Bill writes the Visitor:

“ The frost of Christmas this year has
been quite in advance of the usual tem-
perature of Eogland at this season of the
year. For weeks past quite & body of sn)w
bar mantled the ground, and the rivers and
ponds are sufficieotly [rozon to admic of
skating on a limited scale, Last night
was one of the wildest of the season. The
indications of Irost on our bedroom win-
dows were quite equal in severity to any
seen in our own country, with very few
exceptions, in December, Io fact we had
no expeotations ot wmeeting with such cold
weather in England. The great dampoess
of the atmosphere seems to intensify the
cold, and to iwmpart to it a severity which
is mot felt in the Pruvinces. Oceasiovally
persons are reported as having suffered
death by frost ; but this is generally the
result of exposure and drink.

Multiplicetion of Ministers.—We see it
reported in the papers that 460 candidates
for holy orders were ordained on the 20th
ingt., we presume by the Archbishop of
York. This, probably, is the ordination
for the ycar, sv far as his diocese is con-
cerned, Already there are 20,000 clergy-
wen cvanected with the Church of England
and still the number is multiplying. This
does aot look much like disestablishment.”

T,

THE FONT AND BASIN.

Dr. Cote tells us, in his interesting work
on ancient baptisteries, that the fonts
which were clearly meant for immersion
bave now, in some cases, small basine
connccted with them, at which the chil-
dren are eprinkled. It seems, from the
following, which we take from an Episco-
pal pa r, that something like this obtaioe
in Eogland. Bishop Wordsworth's tes.
timony as to the form of the rite is of
value, Hesaye »

“ In the portion of his charge delivered at
Retford, Bishop Wordsworth dwelt espe-
cially, ae we learn from the Times, on bap-
tiem and the Lord’s Supper. He was in
favor of baptism being publicly administer-
ed duriog divine services, and said he bad
obeerved with pain in some of the parish
churches a basin bad been placed for uee

e

*| erable

inside the fount. Thie was irreverent and
illegal, The church contemplated that in.
fants should be immersed in baptism as
significant of the burial of the old man,
and if a ohild could not endure this, then
the water should be poured on it. If bap-
tism had been always administered in
public ocongregations it was more than
probable that erroneous notions as to the
beginnl, of their Christian faith would
not have sprang up, to the great detriment
of Christian faith and practice.

Hls'roncn.-—i’rol. Norman Fox, in the
National Baptist, recalls a-testimony from
antiquity

Alexander, Bishop of Alexandria, walk-
ing one day near the ecashore. saw a group
of boys playing baptiem. Oue of the num-
ber, a sober little fellow, led the rest, one
by one, down into the sea, and gravely re-
peating the stately syllables of the ancient
Greek formula, be immersed them in the
water, The Bishop, baving called the
boys to him, was so struck by the sedate-
ness and gravity of the young administra-
tor that he tovk him under his charge.
This boy tecame the great Athanasiue, re-
nowned as the defender of the doctrine of
the divinity of Christ. There way be nothing
very important in this story, butone thiog
is shown in it—-the boys of the early daye
of the church knew that baptism was im-
wersion.

ot

NPPpp——

IMMERSION IN BAPTISM.

The following taken from the History of
the Eastern Church, by Dean Stanley, is
forwarded to us by s iriend. It bas, we
think already appeared in our columns,.
some time ago, but it is worth repeating :
““ There can be no question that the
origioal form ot baptism —the very mean-
ing of the word—was cowplete immersion
in the deep baptismal waters; and that,
for at least four centuries, any other form
was either unknown, or regarded, unless

in the case of dangerous illness, as an
ex , almost a monstrous case. To
this form the Eastern Church still rigidly
adheres, and the most illustrioue and vean-
portion of it, that of the Byzantine
Empire, absolutely repudiates and ignoree
any other mode of administration as es-
sentially invalid. The Latin Church, on
the other hand, doubtless in deference to

the requirements of a northern climate,

to the ge of manners, {0 the couven-
ience of gustom, has wholly altered the
mcde, preferring, a8 it N fairly say,

mercy tosacrifice ; and (with the two ex-
ceptions of the Cathedral of Milan, and
the sect of the Baptist:) a few drops of
_water are now the Western substitute for
the threelold plunge ioto the rushing
rivers, or the wide baptisteries of the East.”

Eovvespoudence.
For the Christian Messcnger.
A BOSTON LETTER.

The old land marks of Boston and places
of historic interest are - last disappearing.
The Brattle Street Church has gone, and
the Old South is already given up as a
Post Office, and its doom is quite eertain,
Both of these societies are building grand
churches in the West End. Passing down
Brattle Street you see two inscriptions on
a building devoted to business : ** On thie
epot Fraoklin was born.” Our young
pution has not yet learned the value of
relics, and takes no pains to preserve what
in the old country would be carefully
wmaintained and exhibited to visitors with
pride and reverence, Money and business
crowd out all that stand in their way,
whether it be the Church haunted with the
long silent voices of patriots and heroes, or
the bumble house where are embalwed
memories of a great man. -

There has been a vast improvement in
the thoroughfares of Boston within a few
years, the extension of Washington Street
being one of the most marked. Thie ex-
teneion eimplifies the labyrynthine masze of
that portion, and makes a direct route
from the Eastern and Lowell depots into
the heart of the city.

Three churches formerly located in the
midst of business and travel are erecting
new and eplendid edifices on the Back Bay
lands, now called West End. Old South
and Brattle Street before mentioned, and
Trivity, Rev. Philips Brooks’ shurch,
Brattle Street, is nearly completed, and is
conspiouous to visitors from Providence,
approachiog the station. Its square cam-
panile is still disfigured by & stagiog erect-
ed for the purpose of placiog in poeition
the statues of the twelve Apostles, three
on each side, which are to adorn this fine
tower.

New Old South is just rising from ite
foundations and the cbapel of Trinity is

b e S . SO S

nearly completed. It is of very peculiar
style, with an odd-looking stairway out.
side, giving entrance to the second story.

Near to Trinity, is the new Museum of
the Arts—of fanciful design—being of red
and yelow brick, with terra ocotta orna.
mentation, At present the effect is some-
what uneatisfactory, but it will be safe to
suspend judgement till the arebitectural
design is fully accomplished. One is well
repaid by a stroll in this part of Boston,
where are grouped so many fine public
buildings, for in addition to those already
mentioned, there is the school of Tech.
nology and the Museum of Nuturd)Hietory,
besides other fine churches.

Boston builds well, these splendid build-
ings and the new warehouses in the burnt
distriet attest the truth of this, and is also
illustrated in the new Home for Young
Women on Warrenton street, recently de-
dicated. The Women's Christian Asso-
ciation nearly ten years ago established
a Home for Young Women, dependent on
their own exertions. The demand for
rooms was greater than their old house
could supply, and hence -the preeent un-
dertaking. . Their efforts have resulted in
a fine brick houte substantially built, fin-
ished in ash, with every convenience need.
ful for health and comfort. The first floor
or basement is devoted to dining room'and
kitchen—where ample provision is made
for the one hundred and fifty boarders.
The next floor contains the office; parlors,
sittihg room, library and reception room,
with some sleeping apartments. 'The
chambers numbering one hundred, are
neatly furnished in ash, and are without
carpets, but supplied by a large rug before
each bed. A closet for every room pro-
motes tidiness and the whole establisbment
has an air of cheer and comfort. The
board, including room -and gas, and some
washiog, is from four dollars to five and
a half per week. Added to the items
before medtioned is the privilege of a warm
and® well lighted sewing room, library,
piano, and a home atmosphcre mot to be
found in ordinary boarding houses, thus
carrying out the aim of Woman's Chris-
tian Aseociations all over our land.

The delicate and often difficult mission
of lending & helping band to the young
women who congregate in large cities, en.
deavoriog to earn a living, has been taken
up by the ladies of ~Boston, ia a truly

beautiful and enduring Howe.

The Montpeasier pictares in tie Boston
Athersgeum are attracting much attention
—and“are worthy of a visit it ozly to ob.
tain an idea of foreign paintings, apd of
the style and rich coloring ol the old Mas.
tere. The Madoona, by Murilly, ie the
gew of the collection, and has the place of
honor. To give an idea of the value set
upon this picture, we were told that it is
insured for one hundred thousand dollars,
though it is of course something that
money cannot replace. R' -

-

For the Christian Messenger.

OUR YEAR BOOK FOR 1874.

It has come to my knowledge that sever-
al parties have not rececived the copies of
the Year Book to which they are entitled.
Such failures, following upon’ the unfor-
tunate delay in the publication of the work,
must necessarily cause much discatisfac.
tion ; and io order to clear myeelf, as far
as possible, from blame, I now offer a plain
statement of facts.

For some time after the Convention, my
ordinary engagements lelt we no time to
attend to the duties devolving upon me as
Secretary, except as regards the necessary
correspondence. Just as I was beginniog
to transeribe and arrange the materiale for
the Year Book, two unavoidable hindrances
occurred,—firet certain professional work
unexpectedly coosigned to me,~and
secondly, sickness in my family. Throagh-
out the month of October, my ohief em-
ployment was the preparation of the Year
Book, and correspondence in connection
with it,—in which much delsy was oo-
casioned by the want of the Minutes of
three of the Assyciations. (The N, 8.
Eastern Association Minutes were not
received till Nov. 4, and those of the N.
B. Western Association not at all, except
the maouscript statistical tables, in a very
imperfect state.) On the 30th of October
nearly all of the manuscript was placed in
the prioter’s bands ; on the 14th of De-
cember the last page of the proof was re-
ceived and corrected ; and on the 24th of
December the book was finished by the
binder, The making up and mailing of
the parcels was completed on the 30th of

December, under the direction of the pab-

Christian spirit, and hes resulted in this |

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

A certain number of copies being re-
served for the Convention and for a num-
ber of persons in prominent positions, the
remainder were distributed to the churches,
in the proportion of one copy to about

sizteen members more or less. For what-
ever mistakes have heen made in making
up and addressing the parcels, and for fail-
ures in delivery through the mails, the
Committee is not responsible. '
[nquiries respecting the matter may be
addressed to Messrs. Barnes & Co., St.

John, N. B., or to
H. C. Crerp,

Secretary.
Fredericton, N. B., January 1875,

- -_—-—y
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For the Christian Messenger.
FROM REV, D. McKEEN.,

Arnow, Jan'y 30, 1875,

I havé been laid aside from my much
loved work over three months and have
‘preachied bat little during that-time:-

With quite a hbusehold this has been
soma. .drawback to. me, but while 1
bave endured much pain we have all been
comfortable otherwise I have found it
hard to obey the dcctors and rest in quiet-
ness, free from exposure.

But | must learn from a Higher Au-
thority not only to be active in labor, but
passive in suffering.

Amidst the discouragements of the time
we bave been cheered by a donation from
our old friends at Parrsboro amountiog to
over 36 dollars mostly in cash.

This is the wore note-worthy as I wae
not engaged with them, and bhave not
preuched there since about the first of Sep-
tember. It was purely an act of sympathy
and is** Fruit that abounds to their ac-
count.” Such an act revives gnes feelings
after baving been laid acide as something
useless. Although I have a little regret
that I may not always bave husbanded my
strength wisely, 1 have nove that 1 have
laid myself upon the altar ot Christ to pro.
claim the glorious gospel.

I am now better, and hope soon to re-
sume the duties of my calling, but it will
have to be with care for some time to come.

Yours [raternally,
D. McKken.

— T b - g

For the Christian Messenger,
IN MEMORIAM.

Linos composed on the death of Grorar E.
Nxiny, who was killed October 20ch, 1874,
at Middleton, Aonapolis Co., by a collision
with the engine :

Y

ks

Thou art gone our precious darling,
But thy parents love thee still,
Never in our hearts another,
The beloved place can fill.

Yet each friend thy warm heart cherished,
We snall prize a hundred fold,

Till they too, like thee have perished, -
And our hearts are still and cold.

When we think of thee at meal-time,
And we see the vacant chuir,

And around the fawily altar,
Much we miss thy presence there.

And we miss thee in the evening,
When we gather round the hearth,

For thy voice was ever pleasant,
Always full ol joy and mirth.

Oh i¢ seemed so hard and cruel,
For to die in such a a way,
Killed without a momeunt’s warning,
Nor could say to us good by.

Ever vince God gave thee to us,
Over twenty years ago,

Never have we had such trouble,
As this last sudden blow.

Every path thy feet have trodden,
To our hearts is hallowed ground,
And we feel our epirits sadden,
At each mewento found.

Every book thy eye glanced over,
Every page which thou hast read,

ws to us more dear thap ever,
Now that thou art with the dead.

And thy picture now seems dearer,
And thy precious lock of hair,

With so wany other keepsakes,
Which we now in memory bear.

And the Bible now seems dearer,
And the place of secret prayer,

Heaven itsell to ue seems nearer,
We will meet thee darling there,

Oh ! if it be ours to meet thee,
In that joylul world above,

With what Joy our souls shall t thee
In that howe of light and los.“ :

Home of love where Jesus reigneth,

__Light of the eternal day,

There will banish all that paineth,
All our tears be swept away,

L. O. Nmy,
Aylesford, Kings Co,, N. 8.

45

W e g1 3 O B N U s

e, snane it & 1t sppte | Religions Yutelligence.

Str. Joan, N. B.—The union meetings
ot the churches are still being continued,
with increasing’ interest and the manifes-
tation of spiritual power. A number have
expressed a new-found bope in the mercy
of God, through Jesus Christ, and are
prepared to follow him in his ordinance.
This week the services are arranged as
follows: Tuesday, in Brussels street;
Wednesday, in Leinster street ; Thursday
in Germain Street: and on Friday, the
several churches hold their Conferences,
at which time candidates will be received
for baptism and church membership.

BeLLisLE.— We are pleased to learn that
the Second Springfield Church, is enjoying
the outpouring of the Holy Spirt. Rev.
W. A. Corey has baptized eleven since the

~work began, and others are still presenting

themselves for aceeptance by the church—
the membership of which is much revived.

Roruxsay.—The work of grace still

“1"continues with us; and is evidently deep-

ening in our midsf.. On Sabbath, Jan.
21th, four willing converts put on Christ
by baptism. Others are expected to fol-
low soon. Our meetings still continue
with increasing interest. Brethren, pray
for ue.—R. MJrca.

Hiurssoro’, A. C.—You will be glad to
inform your readers that the expected re-
vival in Brother Curey’s Chareh, Hillsboro',
has grown into a glorious fact. At the
latest relinble accounts, one had been im-
werced, and five more received for this
blessed rite. 2

Spirit of God continae, thy visitation of
mercy, and delay not thy coming to church.
es living in the cold regions of worldli-

nees, formality, and practical infidelity.—
C.— Visitor-

-

ST. CATHERINES, ONTARIO,

~ The Canadian Baptist gives an adcount
of the re.opening of the St. Catherines

[¢ ia described as follows :

‘* The addition is 60 feet long, and the
width from wing to wing is 60 feet. The
total length of the Church is now 100 feet.
In the wings are placed large and commo-
dious galleries, which, unlike most galler-
ies, are well lighted. The platform is very
large, and carpeted with handsome Brus-
sels carpet. Instead of the heavy cumber-
some pulpit, there is a veat and chaste
reading desk, which gives the speaker
more freedom of action. The Baptistery,
underneath the platform, is one of the
most complete we have seen in Canada.
By a single piece of mechanism it is always
kept full of fresh water. Many of the seats
in the Chureh are being beautifully fitted
up, and present rather a gay appearance.
(o the rear of the Charch is the pastor’s
room, which is to be suitably furnished by
the ladies of the Church, who are to have a
tea-meetiag to raise funds for that purpoee
on Monday evening next. The Church
originally was seated for 3000 ; but now
contains over 700 The basement has
.been enlarged to the same extent as the
maio building The large Sunday-school
room will now hold 400 children. There
is aleo & splendid infant’s class room, Bible
class room, and librarian’s room.

In the morning the Rev. A, H. Muaro,
of Toronto, preached an eloquent sermon
from 1 Peter i. 13.

Mr. Muaro addressed the Sabbath School
the afterncon on ** God's Fences.” The
address was listened to with marked atten-
tion by the school.

In the evening, the rev. gentleman
preaching from Jobn ix. 25,

The collections at both services amount-
ed to $114.

The ladies of the above church gave a
tea-meetiog on Monday evening in behalf
of the building fund. The attendance was

very large numberiog nearly 500. Duriog
the evening the pastor, Rev. C. Perren
was presented with an address and a purse
containing $90.

Barrisn or A Mermonisr MiNisTER —
Oa the evening of Sabbath the 10th inst.,

it was my privi eﬁe to baptize, in the Bap.

tist chapel, Wallaceburg, the Episcopl
Methodist minister of that village. Ever
sinoce his conversion, threo years ago, his
wind has been exercised on the oubjut o
Baptism. - Although be had no friend or-
relative belonging to the Baptist denomina-
tion, and all his sympathies naturally led
in the opposite direction, yet alter a prayer-

.

ful investigation ot the subj he deter-
mined at cfl‘ bagards to folh{?‘ t'til blessed

Saviour. The Baptist chapel was crowded
to its utmost capacity, and the occasion
will not soon be forgotten. Our brother is

a ng wan, an excellent cher, and
in mmumimo will sup l’p:l: Wallace-

burg Baptist pulpit.—J. L. C.— 5>

Baptist Church on the 11th of January.'
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