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HALIFAX, N.8., MAY 12, 1875.

BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1315.

INTERNATIONAL SERIES,
Heroes and Judges, .

e~ —————

Suxpay, May 10tA, 1875,—~A Praying
Mother,—1 Sam, i, 21-23.

GorpeN Trxr.—* | Wave lent him to the
Lord ; ae long as he liveth he shall be lent
to the Lord.'" 1 Sam, i 28,

Anarysis.— 1, Elxanah goes to Shiloh.
Vs. 21. /1. Hannah remains at home.
Ve. 22.23. 111, Samuel brought to Shiloh,
Ve. 1V. Presented to Eli, Vo, 26; V.
Pledge redeemed. Vs, 20-28,

e pa—

Hisroricar CoxngcTIoN,~—The theooracy,
that had existed upward ol three centuries,
is about to be set aside, and a movarchy,
to exist for five centuries, is waiting to be
ushered in. In the place of a divive the
people prefer a human king. Samuel, the
last of the judges and the first of the
prophets, is called to introducethe change.
A cbaraoter like his has not arisen since
the day of Moses, the story of whose
mother, birth, childhood, manhovd, and
age is ove ol the most interesting in God's
word. When simply told it cannot fail to
please the very youngest in the infant
class.

e e mt—

ExrosiTioN.— Introductary. — The two
books of Samuel appear as one in the
origioal Hebrew, The Septuagint first]
wade the division, These books carry the
history of the Jews directly ou from where
the book of Judges left it, Ruth, as we
last week learned, wae interposed to bring
forward the genecalogy of David and of
Christ, though the events there recorded
occurred in the midst of the pericd of the
judges: These books show us the transi.
tion [rom the period of tho judges to that
of the kings, and take us to the close of
David's reign, a space of about one hun-
dred and twenty-five years, B. C. 1140-

1015, Samuel, it bas been thought was |

the author of a part of the book, but as we
have the account of his death in 1 Samuel
xav, 1, it is clear that all from that point
was written by another, or by others.
Probably historical records were kept by
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Hebrew ocustom. would not be until the
ohild was three yeare old. Then 1 will
b ing Aim, that he may appear before the
Lord [Jebhovah) and there remain foiever
Forever here means to the end of his life,
without limit of time. ** Before: Jehovah”’
wae in the sanctuary. The place of his
presence and abode, where he was wont to
wanilcst himgell, Hannah here refers to
her vow (verse 11), which held her to set
apart this child to be a Naserite for life.
She could not consent to take from the
sanotuary the Lord's child, when ooce he
had appeared there. Ile would be com:
mitted to the care of some of the pious
ligbrew women employed in connection
with the eanctuary (ii. 22), and would
have his place in some of the buildings
opening upun the court. Here his cduca-

calculated to awaken and develop the sense
of God's nearness, and of the sacredness of
his own calling,

Verse 28.— Do what seemeth thee good.
Showing his thorough sympathy with her
in her vow and purpose, Only the Lord
[Jehovab | establish his word. Referring
to the prayer ot Eli, in ve 17, which would
be regarded by them @ not less a predic-
tion than a petition.

Verse 24.— When she had weaned him
she took him up with her. 'ToShilob. The
father also went with her. See vs. 25 th?
word * they.” The chief business in this |
virit to the sanctuary was the fulfilment of
her vow. With three bullocks. So in the
Hebrew, though the Septuagint has it *‘ a
bullock of three years.”  One was offered
in connection with the dedication of the
child, and hence its mention. See Num.
vi, 1-21. The other two were probably
for the usual yearly sucrifice. See on ve.
21. And one ephah.of flour. About one
and one-ninth English bushels.” A bottle
of wine. According to Num, xv. 10,
called a diink-offering, about five English
quarts, The ** bottle” was of skin,
usually made of goat-ekins, drawn off
whole from the animal after its head, tail,
and feet had been out off. The Aouse of
the Lord [Jehovah). The taberoacle, not
striotly a houee, Solomon first built to
Jehovah a house, the temple at Jerusalem,

Verse 25.— Brought the child to EA.
The high priest who would have oversight
and contro! of the child.

Verse 260.— 1 am the woman that stood

contemporaries, and the two books put into
their fival and present form by eome proph-
et of later times—after the division of the
kiogdo>m., 1 Sam.xxvii 6; comp wi. 18;
2 Sam. vi. 8; 1 Sam. ix. 9; x. 12, and
the like, Its authority as God's word is
sufficiently secured oy' Christ's and the
apostles’ recognition of the Old Testawent,
of which this book forme a part,

Verse 21,—The man Elhanah. Verse

by thee here, otc. ** Here,” in thie very
epot where | now am, three or four yegre
ago, and very eacred and precious to the
mother by its associntions. See vs. 12-18.

Verse 27.— The Lord hath' given me my
petition, The child wus given,

Verse 28.— Therefore also 1 have lent
him to the Lord. The Hebrew word for
asked, the same as in another form means,

1, and 1 Ohron, vi. 22-28. He was a
Levite, of the family of Kohath, The
pame, which meuns, ** God created,” or |
‘ (God possessed,” seems to have been a |
common one in the tribe, for no less than |
six wen of this name are mentioned, s
home was at Ramathaiw Zophim, the same
as Ramah, where subsequently Samuel bad |
his home and his burial place, vii. 17,
xix, 18; xxv. 1; xzxviii. 3. The mte of
this Ramab and Elkanah and Samucl is by '&
many ideotified with’ Neby Samwil, oo a |
lofty and remarkable eminence, about four
miles northwest of Jerusalem, an emicence |
even higher than Jerusalem, and ** the
most conspicuous object in all the land.
soapes of that distriet,” ¢ The modern
village, though miserable even among the
wretohed collections of hovels which crown
the hills in this neighborhood ; bears marks
of antiquity io cisterns and other traces of
former babitations,” The exact situation
of Ramah is uncertain, And all his house.
Except Hanoab and her child, Vs. 22, He
had two wives, and by Peninnah bad chil-
dren. Vs. 2. Went up. That is, to
Shiloh, Vs, 3, Here, as we have before
learned, the sanctuary was placed io
Joshun's time. Joshua xviii. 1. It wae
in Ephraim, the highway, between Bethel
and Sichem, sowe twenty five miles north
of Jerusalem. To offer unto the Lord
[Jebiovab] tAe yearly sacrifice. Literally,
v+ sacrifice of she day,” ** the 'days” ap
pointed for the yearly sacrifices. For the
law requiring this yearly attendance and
sacrifice, sce Ex, xxxiv. 23 ; Deut. xvi. 10
And his vow. That is, without doubt, an
additional sacrifice pledged in, or appro.
priste to, the vow which be in comman
with his wife, bad taken with reference to
Samuel’s birth, Vs. 11,

. Verse 22.— Fut Hannah went not. up.
The law required the men, and permitted
the women, to go to the feasts. It was

oustomary for devout women to go when |

able. Sce vs. 4-18. Until the child be
weaned, Which, it is said, nccording to

| an act to be imitated by all. Children are

-

and is here used for, ** lent,”" or given,
enters into the name Samuel. Va. 20. The
name means, ** asked of God.' And ke
[the father] worshipped the Lord there.
I'his conseeration of their child 1o God ie

given to us that we may give them back to
the Giver.. What encouragement for par-
ents, and especially for mothers. How
great, unspeakably great, the value of a
godly mother,

Qursrions,— Ve, 21, Where did Elkanah
live? Ve. 1. In what tribe? How many
wives had he? What were the names of |
Elkanah's wives ? W hich one was child-
less ? How did Hanoah regard it? Ans.
As a great aoffliction. See ves. 11. To
whom did sue pray? Vs, 10. Where?
Ve. 9. How did she pray? Vs. 13. Kor
what? Ve, 11. Why lor a man child '?
Aus. Every Jewish mother hoped her child
would be the Saviour of the world, See
Iswiah ix. 6. What answer to her prayer
did Haooah receive? Vs. 17. Where did
Eikanab go to offer sacrifice ? Vs. 24,

Ve, 22. How old was Samuel when
weaned ?  Ans, About two years.

Ve. 24, What does Hennah's sacrifice
teach us? That prayer and alms giving
always go together. See Acts x. 4. Where
was Shiloh ? Judges xxi. 19, :

Ve, 25. Who was Eli? Vs, 9.

Vs, 28. What is meant by ** lent to the
Lord "? To whom shoul)d all children be
leot? Why ? Matt, ix. 37, 38,

A"bridged from the Baptist Teacher.

Sunpay, May 23rd, 1875.~The Child
Samuel —1 Sawm. iii. 1-10.
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. 5 e —

A pap MARK.—** 1've got & boy for you,
sir."

w Glad of 1t, Who is be ?” asked the
master workman of a large establishment.
‘The man told the boy's name, and where
he lived.

“ Don't want him,” said the master
workman, ** he has got & bad mark.”

¢ A bad mark, sir? What ?"

« | meet him every day with a cigar in
| his mouth, 1 don't want smokers.”

tion would be conducted amid assvciations |

~Wouths’ Depavtment,

DARNING.

A long, thin needle went in and out, un-
der one thread and over the next, under
the third and over the fourth, and so on
until tﬁ bright steel shone through a net.
work of stitches for a Eomcnt, and then
left a long thread which helped to fill up
and strengthen a weak place.  Eliza Wall-
borne bent her head over the work, watch-
ing it 80 closely, that when presently her
father entered, and she looked up, her eyes
were misty and dim.

¢ What is the matter, Eiza?”

' Nothing is the” matter, papa. Why
do you ask ?" R
\ Because you look as if yor had been
cryins." # L

« It comes of sticking so closely to this
work."”

‘ What work is it ?"”

** Darning stockiogs.”

¢ Is it work that you like ?”

« No, papa, I hate it.”’

Eliza said this with so much emphasis,
that there could be no doubt at all but that
she meant it. But her father did not quite
like to hear that, and he said, ** hush.”

“ Well, papa, I think you would hate it
too, 1f you bad as much of it to do as 1
have.” ‘

« Perhaps I should, my child; but I
should be sorry for it, because it is so
wuch better to love than to dislike one’s
work."

« | know that, but if 1 cannot like it,
what am [ todo?”

“ Why do you dislike it ?”

« Partly because it needs so much
patience, and I bave very little, and partly
because it seems stupid to spend 80 much
time in filling up holes.”

+ Bat Eliza’s father shook his head.

« There are a many more foolish things
than that,” he said. ** It certainly needs
patienes, but so does all work, and, “1
least, you have the pleasure of knowing
that some good is accomplished by it. Do
you know that I think a woman can
scarcely be engaged in apy better work
than darning ?"’

« O, papa, what do you mean ? If that
is all that women are fit for, 1 am sorry 1
am & girl,"”

v [ assure you Eliza, that one of the
best women whom 1 have ever known spent
ber life in darnlog.”

“ Papa, how cvuld she 7" I should call
it a wasted life.”

“ Would you, @y ohild? Then you
would certainly miscall it very much. It
wae a most useful and satistactory life.”

« It could not have been a bappy one.”
¢ It was, though.” .

“ There must have been eomething
strange about the woman and her life, or
she never would have been content.”

v Shall 1 tell you something of ber ?"’

' Yes, please, papa. I confess that I
am a little curious, though the story of a
darner’s life cannot be very interesting.”

« As for that, you shall judge for your-
self. Miss Mayfield was fond of darning
wheo she. was a little child, She had a
dear old grandmotber, who wore one of
those old-fashioned, bigh-crowned caps,
and glasses, but who had a gentle voice
and willing hande ; and this grandmamma
taught Mies Mayfield to darn. She was
only six yearsold when she mended the
first bole in her father’s stocking, and be
was 80 plewsed with it that he gave her
half & crown.”

« That would encourage her.”

« Yes, it did. She was not very proud
of her first efforts, but sbe was diligent
and persevering, and 80 anxious to becowe
ptoficient in the art that she offered to darn
all the family stockings.”

¢ Thinking that practice would make
wrm.”

+ Exzactly so ; and it made bher a most
beautiful darner., When she was twelve
years old her darning was admired by every
one ; who saw it, and her echool-fellows
wefe often told tg try to imitate her, - 1

think ehe was abost fiftecn when, as the
was quietly working along one evening, a
thought eawe to ber—it was this: * These
boles are like many thinge in life, they are
very unsightly and very uncomfortable,
aud it would be & thing tostop them.
1 wonder if 1, who can darn stockings,
am able to mend homes that have holes in
them ' ' t

“ What a fuooyidea !”

* But you understand what she meant,
do you oot, Eliga?’

.0, yes, papa. I koow she did not
mean that she wabted to be a carpenter,

meant to b; a peacemaker, and a person

wrong into righs.” Ty
¢ That was her aim ; and while eho sat
and darned stookings her thoughts were
busy about other holes and rents, and the
best way to mend them. She thought
that she would firet begin on hereelf, She
had one tault whieh often brought trouble
to her—1t was the fault of procrastination.
She never meant to ncglcot duties, but
often she put them off until the opportun.
ity to discharge them was gone. She wae,
in conscquence, not to be relied upon for
punctuality, and ‘her frierds veed often to
say that Mary Maugyfield was sure to be
late. Well, she set to work over this hole
in her character ; and she found it much
less easy to mend than the holes in stock-
ings. She saw patient people are. almost
sure sooner or later to conquer.”

« 1t is so with darning, I know. If I
keep putting stitches in, they are sure in
time to fill up a bole, however large it is.”
¢ Yes, and Mies Mayﬁeld\afterwurd be-
came a most punctual person. But others
had holes to fill ; and she was courageous
enough to try to do sometking for them.
Her brother had a bad habit of speaking
more or less than the truth, She thought
it would not do to attack him openly about
it, and ecold him for it, for that would be
like begioning to mend the hule in the
middle, instead of at the sides; but she
waited and watched, and put a stitch in
now and then, until that bole too was filled
up Nest, as she darned ber stockinge,
she remembered the home of a fricnd, and
how ead it was. It might, indeed, be
called a torn home, fur nobody was united,
and every member of the family seemed to
be keeping apart from the rest. Not a
day passed without a quarrel, and angry
tones and frowning faces were quite cow-
mon things in that house.”

« But what could Miss Mayfield do?”

« First of all she esamined the hole, and
then she prayed, and watched, and waited,
Next she witnessed one of the boys do a
really noble deed, for he eprang into the
water after a companion who was drown-
ing, and rescued him. He eaid¢ nothing
about it to his family, but Miss Mayfield
did, and she told them in such a way that
they could not help feeling proud of bim."”
** That was a good begioning.”

 Yes, and she kept on. She waited
quietly until a good opportunity eame, and
then she eagerly seized it, After a few
months the broken home was mended, and
it became quite whole, and like a new
one.”

¢ That was very good.”

« 8o good that Miss Mayfield decided to
give her life to this kind of darning ; and
I believe she did as much real goud in the
world as half a dozen ordinary women
would bave done.”

[ will try to be a good darner, too,”
said Eliza.— London Christian World,

¢« o e
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THE UNCONSCIOUS CHRISTIAN.

I have ealled several times on Mrs. C,
and had conversation on #viritual matters.
At the time of which I write | had become
satisfied in reference to her faith in Christ,
and said to ber: ** You ought to make a
profession of religion.” Fo |
At this she scemed startled, and replied
by eayiog : ** Did not our Savivur say to
Nicodemus, * Ye must be born again?
Now, | have always thought that meant
a change ot heart, and toat [ have never
had :” and she seemed very sad. [ thought
I saw her difficulty, and said: ** 1 want to
ask you a few questions. Piease answer
frankly so that we way uoder-tand each
other.” She assured me she would, and |
asked : ** Is it your great desire now tu be
a Christian 7"’

¢ 1t I know my own heart it is,"’

“ Are you willing to live as becomes 8
Christian 7" "

¢ Not only willing, but I carnestly de-
sire to."

+ You go to church, hear the Word, bow
the bead in prayer; do you do it because

it, receive comfort from it, and would you
feel it a loss were you deprived of it?"”

1 am sure it is & comfort and delight
to me.” '

* Do you love Cbristians, and Christian
conversation ; for instance, you would have
been pleased to tee me to-day as your vas-
tor ; bat would you bage been pleased if 1
bad said pothing on religion ?"

44 Oh ! 1should have beeo disappointed if
you had not?"”

* Do you pray for yourselt and others,
and do you find gomfort in #o doing 7"’

¢ Yes, daily, and I bope to get that

bricklayer, and plasterer, but that she

who should, as far as possible, shange |

it is thé custom, or do you take delight in

e e B

After further questioning and converss.
tion in the same vein, 1 said: ** Now, |1
want you to look back five years, and think
of yoursell just as you were then-your
thoughts, purposes and desires, Did you
then have the desire which you now have to
be a Christian 7"

'+ No.”

And so I went through the list of ques-
tions which I had just asked, and all were
answered, No, I then eaid, ** Mrs. O, 1
ask you a number of questions about your-
self to-day, and you answer them all ¢ Yes 3’
1 asked you to think of yoursell as you
were five years ago, and asked you the
same questions, and you answered them,
* No.' Now, has there been o change ?"'
Manifesting greater surprise than I can
tell, she said : ** Is that the change? |
thought 1 would know just when it oc-
curred.”’

* Yes,” I said, ** you wanted to be knock-
ed down to the ground as Paul was, or you
wanted some marvelous thing to bappen ;.
but show me anywhere in the Bible, any
warrants for this or any other * ehange’
than this. You now luve God, his Word
and worship ; you love Obrist and Uhris-
tians and Christian eonversation, and once
you didn’t love any of these. This ie the
change—a change of purpose, desire, enjoy-
ment, no matter when or how it was brought
about.”

She was satiefied, unitel with the ehurch,
and for twelve years adorned the Christian
profession. During that time she was al-
ways a cheerful and cfficient Christian.
For nineteen days in succession 1 saw her
before she died, heard her last words, and
clused her eyes in death, and never :aw or
heard a more cheerlul, hopelul, and, at the
same time, intelligent testimony to the
power of divine grace.

All over the land were the gospel is
preached are #uch fearful yet earnest souls.
Ministers are too few, and have too great a
burden of official duty to seek out each
case and give the needed instruction indivi-
dually. A wide field is here open for the
working lay members of the church. - Will
they enter it and gather golden sheaves for
the Master, and unspeakable reward for
themselves when the light ol eternity
dawns ?—The Christian.

C— -

A HAPPY HOME.

wl —

be born 1n the light and air of a cheerful,
t appy childhood—if there be health and »
good constitution—Dbut it almost makes sure
a virtuous and happy manhood, and a freeh
young heart in old age. We think it every
pareat's duty to try and make their child-
ren's childhood tull of love and of child-
hood's proper joyousness ; and we never
see children destitute of them through
poverty, faulty tempers, or wroog notivne
of their parents, without a beart ache.
Not that all the appliances that wealth can
buy are necessary to the free and bappy
untulding of childhood in body, mind or
heart—quite- otherwise ; but children at
least must have love inside the house, and
{resh air and good play, and sowme good
companionship outside—otherwise young
lifo runs the greatest danger in the world
ot withering or growing stunted or sour or
wrong, or at least prematurely dld and turo-
ed inward on iteclf. ;

-

SHADOWS.

The clyuds bang heavy round my way
I cannot ree ; :

But through the daikoess [ believe

_ God leadeth me,

"T'is sweet to keep wmy hand in His,
While all is dim ;

To close my weary, aching eyes,
And follow. Him,

Through many a thorny path He levde
.. My tired feet ;

Through many a path of tears I go,
But it is sweet

To know that He i# close to me,
My God, my Guide,

He leadeth e, and 8o 1 walk
l_Quiu satsfied.

To blind my eyes He may reveal
No light at all ;
But while I lean on His strong arm
I eannot fill.
Richmond Christian A.lvocate.

-
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AMUBEMENTS,

The Artists,~Each player draws the
bead of some person, animal, bird or fish,
and, wurning down the paper passes it to
the next, who draws a body aond passes it
to s third, who finishes the picture, of
course without knowing what has been

done by his predecessors. On opening the
paper & singular figure is the reeult.—

cbange of heart.”

Parlor Amusements.

There can be no greater bleesings than to -

,‘
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