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Pustey,

. THE TWENTY-THIRD PSALM.

«The Lamb which is in the midst of the
throne shail teed them, and shall lead them
unto living fountains of waters ; and G »d shall
wpe away all tears from their eyes.” Rev.
vii: 17, ;

He ie my Shepherd, T his sheep ;
1 do mot want to know
Whether the way be soft or steep
By which I am to go. .
If green and smooth the mountain be,
| neéd not ask for more ;
If stony, he will carry me,
As he has doune before.

He is my Shepherd, I his sheep,
We travel onward ssill, ;

By pools where water-lilies sleep,
By msny a quiet hill ;.

[ feed in many a gnssf dell,,
| drink the waters clear ;

This gracious voice I know so well
[s musia to my ear,

He is my Shepherd, I his sheep ;
| wandered once, I know ;

[ beard bim on the mountains weep
That I should leave him so.

I trembled as I faintly guessed
A sorrow 8o divine,

For as he clasped me to his breast
The blood gushed forth on mine,

He is my Shepherd, I his sheep ;
And what if death be ncar?
The shadows up the valley creep,
And yet | do not fear ;
As closer to his side I cling,
I feel the cross go true, '
With which his love was pledged to bring,
And safe bas brought we through. -

He is my Shopberd, I bis sheep ;
We journey-on and on ;

At last the smile upon his lips
Shall tell me all is won,

The table that be spreads for me
My foes shall all behold,

Aod in theso trembling fingers soce
His cup of royal gold.

The cup be put so gently by
When death was drawing pear,

He freely fills for such as I,
And tells me not to fear.

And for those funeral odors shed
Upon his dying brow,

Le pours the oil of joy instead
Oa each disciple now.

Shepherd ! Good Shepherd ! Turn and see!
[ follow far behina :
The voice of mercy calling me
Comes borne on every wind.
Set wide the Father’s open door,
That I the light may sce,
Aud in bis house foreyermore
At last abide with Thee.

Religions.
HINTS ON THE VOICL.
YOUNG PREACHERS

FOR

BY C. H, SPURGEON.

If you have un‘{ idiosyncrasies of
speech which are disagreeable to the
ear, correct them, if possible. It .is
admitted that this is much more easy for
the teacher to inculoate than for you
to practise. Yet to young men in the
worning of their ministry, the difficulty
is uot insuperable, Brethren from the
country bave s flavour of their rustic
diet in their mouths, reminding us ir-
rosistibly of the calves of Essex, the
swine of Berkshire, or the rants of
Suffolk. Who can mistake the York-
ehire or Somersetshire dialects, which
are pot merely pravineial pronuncia-
tions, but tones also ? It would be dif-
ficult to discover the cause, but the
fact is clear enough, that in some coun-
ties of England meu’s throats seem to
be furred up, like long-used tea-kettles,
and in others they ring like brass muic
with & vicious metallic sound. Beau-
tifal these variations of nature may be
in their season and place, but my taste
has nevér been able to appreciate chem,
A sharp discordant squeak, like & rusty
pair of scissors, is to be got rid of at
all bagards; so also is o thick, inarti-
culate utterance in which no word is
complete, but nouns, adjective, snd
verbs are made into & kind of hash.
Equally objectionable is that ghostly
speech in which s« man talks without

horribly : sepulchral tones may fit a
man to be an undertaker, but Lazarus
is not called out of his grave by hollow
moans. One of the surest ways to
kill yourself is to speak from the throat
instead of the mouth. This misuse of
nature will be terribly avenged by her;
escape the penalty by avoiding the of-
fence. It may be well in thie place to
u:fo you, assoon as you detected our-
self interposing hum-haw pretty plenti-
fully in your discourse, to purge your-
self of the insinuating but ruinous habit
atonce. Thereis.no need whatever for
it and although ‘thHodé wlié are now its
vigtime may never be able to break the
chain, you,who are begiuners in oratory,
must ecorn to wear the galling yoke.
It is even needful to say, open your
wouths when you speak, for ‘much of
inarticulate mumbling is the result of

| keeping the mouth half closed. It is

not in vain that the evangelists have
written of our Lord, ** He opened his
mouth and taught them.” Open wide
the doors from which such godly truth
is to march forth.. Moreover, brethren,
avoid the use of the nose a3 an organ
of speech, for the best authorities are
agreed that it is intended to smell with.
Time was, when the nasal twang wus
the correct thing, but in this degenerate
age you had better obey the evident
suggestion of nature, and let the mouth
keep to its work without the interfer-
ence of the olfactory instrument,
Should an American student be present
heé must excuse my pressing this re-
wark upon his attention. Abhor the
Bmtico' of some men, who -will not
bring out the letter * r,” such a habit
is '*“ vewy wuinous and wediculous,
vawy = wetched and wepwehensible.”
Now and then a brother bas the felicity
to possess a most winning and delicious
lisp, This is perhaps among the least
of avile, where the brother himself i
little and ‘winning, bus it would ruin
any being who simed at manliness and
force. I can scarcely conoceive of Elijah
lisping to Ahab, or Paul prettily chipp-
ing his words on Mars’ hill. There
may be a peculiar pathos about a weak
and watery eye, and a faltering style;
we will go further, and admit that

passion, they are eublime ; but some
possess them by birth, and use them
rather two freely : it is, to say the least
unnecessary for you to imitate them.
Speak as educated naturé suggests to
you, aud you will do well ; but let it be
educated, and not raw, rude, uncultiva-
ted natyre. Demosthenes took, as you
kuow, unbounded pains with his voice,
and Cicero, who was naturally weak,
made a long journey into Greece to
correct his manner of speaking. . With
fur nobler themes, let us not be less
ambitious to excel. ** Deprive me of
everything else,” says Gregory, of
Nazianzen, ** but leave me eloquence,
and I shall never regret the voyages
which I have made in order to study
it,”

Always speak so as to be heard. 1
kuow a man who weighs sixteen stone,
and ought to be able to be heard balfsa-
mile, who is so gracelessly indolent,
that in-his small place of worship you
can scarcely hear him in the front of
the gallery. What is the use of a
preacher whom men caonot hear?
Modesty should lead a voiceless man
to give place to others who are more
fitted for the work of proclaiming the
messages of the King., Bome men are
loud enough, but they are not distinet,
their words overlap each other, play
at leap-frog, or trip each other up.
Distinct utterance is far more impor-
tantthan wind-power. Do give s word
a fair chanoce, do not break its back in
your vehemence, or run it off its legs
in your haste. It is hateful to hear a
big fellow mutter and whisper when
bis lungs are quite strong enough for
the louSeu opeooh; but at the same
time, let a man shout ever so lustily, he
will not be well heard unlees he learns
to pueb his words forward with due
space between. To speak too slowly
is miserable work, and subjects activé-
mioded bearers to the disease called
the * horrors,” It is impossible to
hear » man who erawls along at a mile
an hour. One word to-day and one

|

using his lips, vedtriloquising most

’

where these are the result of intense

martyrs only could enjoy. - Excessively

utter rant, is quite as inexcusable ; it

floods of sound.

of Lucan’s lines ;~— e

ounds, - ) 4
Discordant and nnlike to human sounds;

The hiss of snakes, the hu lion’s roar.
‘I'ie bound of billows beating on the shore;
The groan ot winds among the leat wood,
And burst of thunder from the vending cloud!
"I'was these, all these in one.” .

needs pause to pum

mon, but is most painful,

the subject in hand.

‘mere tuim,l;._‘,_fnpqtion of ‘breathing | the
cause any histus in your discourse.
less bawling ; their

seem unable to refrain. Now itis a

here as well as elsewhere.

from sleepin

the drums of their ears,
is pot in the wind.”
lightning.

old & score or two. Whenever
enter a place to preach, I unconscious:

key is pitched.

and that will be sufficient.

out of merey to the weak, always attend | cess,

is a oruel thing to sit down

st is & very precious

me " Reocollecs, you younger and un-

s are irri- | Lostitution.

to-morrow is a kind of slow.fire which | _‘fmnied men, that soft whispers will

wit the invalid better than roll of drum
rapid speaking, tearing and raving into | and culverin. _
Observe carefully the rule to vary
is not, and never can be powerful, ex- | the force of your voice.
oept with idiots, for it turns what should | was, to begin ver
be an army of words into & mob, and | rise higher, and bring out your loudest
most effectually drowns 'the sense in | notes at the end. Let all such regula-
Ooceasionally, one | tions be blown to pieces at the cannon’s
hears'nn infuriated orator of indistinct | mouth ; they are impertinent and mis-
utterance, whose impetuosity hurries | leading. Speak softly or loudly, as
him on to such a contusion of sounds, | the emotion of the moment may sug-
thst at a little distance one is reminded | gest, and dbserve no artificial and
tanciful rules.

 Her gabbling tongue a muttering tone coa- ““?',“b°m‘"‘ti°?'

| unr:ically puts it, * Be impassioned,
! thunder, rage, weep, ‘up to the fifth
It seegxo(‘iv I.Of dogs the bark, of wolves the word, of . the, this dp lel?tenoe. &
The doleful screeching of the midnight owl; | tenth paragraph, of the tenth leaf.
How easy that would be!
how very natural !”
popular preacher, to whom it was un-
, i avoidable, a certain minister was ac-
It is an infliction, not to be endured | customed in the commencement of his
twice, to hear a brother, who mistakes | sermon to speak in so low a key that
perspiration for inspiration, tear along | no one could possibly hear him.
like a wild horae with a hornet in its | Kverybody
ear till he bas no more wind, and must | something good was being lost in the
his lungs full | air, but their straining was in vain, a
‘again ; & reception of this indecency | holy mutter was all they could discern.
geveral times in asermon i8 not uncom-'| If the brother could not have spoken
Pause soon | out none should have blamed him, but
enough to prevent that*“hough, hough,” | it was a most absurb thing to do this
which . rather creates pity for the | when in a short time he proved the
breathless orator than sympathy with | power of his lungs by filling the whole
our audience | structure by sonorous sentences. If
ought not to know that you breathe at | the first half of his discourse was of no
all—the process of respiration should | importance, why not omit it ? and if of
be as unobserved as the circulation of | any value at all, why not deliver it dis-
‘the blood. Itis indecent to let the | tinotly ?

Waves

oarofully to the force of their voices in | the ear in such rapid succession that
sick rooms, and in congregations where | they create no translatable impression
gome are known to be very infirm, It | on the auditory nerve.
a sick | sary to write with, but if you upset the
man's bed.side, and shous out ** THE | ink bottle over the sheet of paper, you
LORD I8 MY SHEPHERD,” If you | convey no meaning thereby, so is it
aot o thoughtlessly, the poor man will | with sound ; sound 18 the ink, but man-
say s soon as you are down stairs, | agement is needed, not quantity, to pro-
. Bnr me | how my head aches. Iam | duce an intelligible writing upon the

lad the good man is gono, Mary ; | ear. If your sole ambition be to com-
5; salm and so | pete with—

301« like, but he read it out like thun- | Sentor thestrong,endued with brasen lungs,
er and lightning, snd almost stunned | Whose throst surpass'd she force of fifty

toogues,”

leaned forward, fearing

Effect, gentlemen, that was
point aimed :
who spake in that fashion had produc-
Do not as a rule exert your voice to | ed great effects, and he hoped to rival
the utmost in ordinary preaching. ‘Two | him, —If any of you dare commit such
or three earnest men, now present, are | a folly for such a detestable object, I
tearing themselves to pieces by need- | heartily wish you never entered this
1 tell you most seriously,
tated, and their laryox' inflamed by | that the thing called * effect ™ is hate-
boisterous shouting, from which tbe{ ful, because it is untrue, artificial,
1| tricky, and
very well to * Cry aloud aud spare | Never do anything for effect, but scorn
pot,” but ** Do thyself no harm ™ is| the stratagems of little minds, hunting
apostolical advice. When persous can | after the approval of connoisseurs in
hear you with balf the amount of voice, | preaching, who are a race as obnox-
it is as well to save the superfluous | ious to a true minister as loousts
forea for times when it may be wanted. | to, the Eastern husbandman. But
' Waste not, want not” may apply | I digress : be clear and distinet at the
Be a little | very first. Your exordia are too good
economical with that enormous volume | to be whispered to space. Speak them
of sound. Do not give your hearers | out boldly, and command attention at
head-aches when you mean togive them | the very outset by iour manly tones.
heart-aches : you aim to keep them | Do not start at the
in their pews, but re- | rule, for then you will not be able to
member that it is not needful to burst | rise when you warm with the work ;
* The Lord | but still be outspoken from the first.
Thunder is not | Lower the voice when suitable even to
Men do not hear i propor- | a whisper ; for soft, deliberate, solemn
tion to the noise created ; in fact, too | utterances are not only a reliéf to the
much noise stuns the ear, oreates rever- | ear, but have a great aptitude to reach
berations and echoes, and effectually | the heart. Do not be afraid of the low
injures the power of your sermons. keyn, for if you throw force into them
Adapt your voice to your audience ;| they are as well heard as the shouts.
when twenty thousand are before you, [ You need not s eak in a loud voice in
draw out the stops and give the full | order to be he
eal, but not in a room which will ouly | of William Pitt, * His voice, even
E { when it sank'to & whisper, was heard
to the remotest benches of the House
ly calculate how much sound is needed | of Commons.” It has been well said
to fill it, and after a few sentences my | that the most noisy gun is not the one
If you can make the | which carries a ball the furthest : the
man at the end of the chapel hear, if | orack of a riflo is anything but noisy.
you oan see that he is catching your|It is not the loudness of your voles,
thougbt, you may be sure that those | it is the force which you put into it
nearer can hear you, and no more force | that is effective.
is needed, perhaps a listle less will do | could whisper s0 a8 to be heard through-
— watoh and see. Why speak so as to | out every corner of our great tabernacle,
be beard in the street when there is no- | and I am equally certain that I eould
body there who is listening to you? bolloa and shout 8o that nobody could
Whether in doors or out, see that the | understand me.
most remote hearers can follow. you, | done here, but perbaps the example is
By the way | needless, as I fear some of you per-
I may observe, that brethren should, | form the business with remarkable suoc-

The old rule
softly, gradually

Artificial rules are an
As M. de Cormerin

Above all,
In imitation of a

at ; he knew that one
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then bawl yourselves into- Elysium as
fapidly as possible, butif you wish

to be understood, and so to be of ser-
vice,, shun the reproach of being
‘ impotent and loud.” You are aware
that shrill sounds travel the farthest :
the singular ory which is used by tra-
vellers in the wilds of Australia, owes
its remarkable power to its shrilloess.
A bell will be heard much further off
than a drom ; and very singularly, the
more musical a sound is the farther it
travels. Itis not the thumping of the
piano which is needed, but the judi-
cious sounding of the best keys. You
will therefore feel at-liberty to ease the
strain very frequently in the direction
of Joudness, and you will be greatly
relieving both the ears of the audi-
ence and your own lungs. Try all
methods, ‘from ‘the sledge-bammer.
to the puff-ball. Be as gentle as a
zephyr and as furious as’ a tornado.
Be, indeed, just what every common-
sense person is in his speech when he
talks naturally, pleads vehemently,
whispers counfidentially, appeals plain-
tively, or publizhes distinetly.

We are bound to add—endeavour fo
educate your voice, Grudge no pains
or labour in achieving this, for as it has
been well observed, ** However pro-
digious may be the gifts of Nature to

and brought to their extreme perfec-
tion by labor and study.” Think of
Michael Angelo working for a week
without taking off his clothes, and Han-
del hollowing out every key of his
harpeichord like a spoon, by incessant
practice, Gentlemen, after this, never
talk of difficulty or weariness, It is
almost impossible to see the utility of
Demosthenes’ method of speakiog with
stones in his mouth, but any one can

therefore despicable.

ighest pitch as a

well. Macaunlay says

[ am certain that [

The thing could be

of air may dash upon

Ink is neces-

perceive the usefulness of his pleading

with the boisterous billows, that he
might know how to command a hear-
ing amidst the uproarious assemblies
of his countrymen ; and in his speak-
ing as he ran up hill that his Yungn
might gather force from laborious use
the reason is as obvious as the self-
denial is commendable. We are
bound to use every possible means to
perfect the voice by which we are to
tell forth the glorious gospel of the
blessed God. Take great care of the
consonants, enunciate every ovne of
them olearly ; they are the foatures
and expression of the words. Prao-
tise indefatigably till you give every
one of the consonants its dus; the
vowels have a voice of their own, and
therefore they can speak for them-
selves. In all other matters exercise
a rigid discipline until you have mas-
tered your voice, and have it in hand
like a well-trained steed. Gentlemen
with narrow. chests are advised to use
the dumb-bells every morning, or, bet-
ter still, those clubs which the College
bas provided for you. You need
broad chests, and must do your best
to get them, Do not speak with your
hands in your waistooat pockets so as
to contrabt your lungs, but throw the
shoulders back, as public singers do.
Do not lean over a desk while speak-
ing, and never hold the head down on
the breast while preaching. Upward
rather than downward let the body
bend. Off with all tight cravats and
button up waistcoats ; leave room for
the full play of the bellows and the
pipes. Observe the statues of the
Roman or Greek orators, look at
Raphael's picture of Paul, and, with-
oot affectation, fall natupally into the
graceful and approprite attitudes
there depicted, for these arebest for the
voioe.
faults, or, better, weloome an enemy
who will watch you keenly and stin

you savagely. What a blessing suc

an irritating eritic will be to a
wise man, what an intolerable nuisance
to a fool! Correot yourself dili-
gently and frequently, or you will
fall into errors unawares, false tones
will grow, and slovenly habits will
form imsensibly ; therofore criticise
yourself with unceasing care, Think
nothing little by which you may be even
a little more useful. But, geotlemen,
never degenerate.in this business into

pulpit fops, who think gesture and
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