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The Christian Messenger,

THALIFAX. N.S., APRIL 14, 1875,
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l
BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1570,
NTERNATIONAL SERIES. o
Heroes and Judges.
‘. ————

Suxpay, April 18¢A, 1875, —The Call |
of Gideon.— Judges vi. 11-18.
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GoLpex Texr.—* Lo, 'am with you al.
wave., even unto the end uf the wond." |
Matt. xxviii. 20.
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Axavrsig.—1. The angel of the Lord
Ve. 11. 11 The angel s cheer, Vs, 12,
111. Gideon's doubt, Vs. 13 1V. The
ang.l's command. Ve. 14V, Gideon's |
humility. Vo. 15, V1. Theangel's promise, |
Ve. 16. VIl Gideon seeks a ** sign ";
\.'- l?; '80 l
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Hisroricar Coxxgcrion.-— Upwarde of |
one hundred and seveuty.live years buve
passed since the last lesson, within which
leruel has repeatedly apostatized, ruflired |
and repented.  From succéesive oppressions
under the kings of Mesopotamia and Moab,
then under the Philistines and Jabin, king |
of Hasor, in Northern Palestine, they were |
successively delivered by Otbniel, Eliud, |
Shamgar, Barak, and Deborah,  Untaught, |
however, by former expericnces, they again
forenke the Lord,®nd ure speedily punished. |
But the time draws on for deliverance. |
Quite too long has Midian wreaked n-n.'\
geance upon lerael for his deleat by Muru.
Num, xxxi. 1-18. His hosts overfun |
Canaan as grasshoppers for multitude.
They weise cattle; they carry off grain ; |
they furce lstanel even t the ocaves of the |
earth.

ExrositioN,— Verse 11.— And there came
an angel of the Lord [Jehovah], (ve,
7=10). The way for the angel, und bhis
mission, had thus been prepared—God had
already spoken, wakened attention. Sal'
under an oak, to attrict attention, The
word traoslated ** oak ' is from & root
meaning strong. It was the strong
tree. ln ls. vi. 13 the same word is trane
Jated ** teil tree,” and in Hos. iv. 13
“elms.” Which was in Ophrah, There
were two  places] of this name; one in |
Benjamin, Josh. xviii. 23, and this in |
Manasseh, placed by some ** 16 miles north
of Jericho.” That pertaincth unto Joash
the Abi exrite. An Abi-czrite was & mem-
ber of the family of Abi-caer the oldest son
of Gilead, and descendant of Machir and
Manasseh, Josh, xvii. 2 ; Num. xxvi. 30 ;
hence, originally with the rest of the house
of Gilead, on the east ol Jurdan., Thie
Joash seems to bave fullen into the preva.
leut idolatry of the time—the worship of |
Baal and Astarte, vs. 25-28  [Jhs wn%
Gideon threshed wheat by [in] the wine. |
press, Gudeon is from a lebrew - root, |
which means to fell trees, and is thought
to signily & mighty warrior as hewing
down men, a8 the woodwan does the trees |
of & forest. There is no other one of this
nawe in the Bible ;: and he was the fifth |
judge — Othneil, Ehud, Shamgar, and |
Deborah, preceding him, ke was *‘thresh.
iog,”” not in the usual mode ol the time and
country, which was by driving oxen about, ‘
mussled, over the grein spread out on a !
‘* threshing floor "—a carelully prepared |
cicculur spuce of ** hard ground; probably,
a8 now, from 50 to 80 or 100 feet in
diameter.” A rude wachine, consisting
of & kind of sledge, trauslated ** threshed,"
in this verse, means to beat with a |
stick: as Ruth ** beat out” the grain
of her gleaning. Rutb ii. 17. Compare
Ruath i, 2, which speaks of the
s uple threshing-oor of Bous. Thus the |
santiness of the harvest recured is jnti
mated, The wine press was a ** trough, |
or vat, in which the grapes were . trodden
with the feet, and from which the juice |
flowed off into & lower wat placed near.” |
The two vats were usunlly dug or hewn out’|
of the wsolid rocks (Mate, xxi. 33) |
** Apcient wine.presscs s0 constructed are
still to be seen in Palestine.’”' Dr. Robinson
describes oune of there, seen by him, of
which the upper vat was 8 leot square and
fifteen inches deep, To Aide it [from -the |
Midianites. Ile was far less exposed 1o
discovery by the hostile, plundering Mid-
ianites than he would have beecn in an
open threshing-floor —especially if the wine-
press was walled in, Hereand io ve 1, 2,

and 6, the Midianites are alone mentioned |

a8 though they were the sole oppressors ;
but in ve, 3 and 33, and vii. 12, * the
AdiRiekites and the children of the east,”
or Bedouins, are juined with them as their
confederates, The Midianites, descendants
of Abraham end, Keturah (Gen. xxv. 2),

’ for the revelation that was to come,

dwelt to the east of the Dead Sea (Num.

THE

sxii. 4, 7,) had showed thewselves hostile
to Israel, and in conscquence had been
smitten, and well nigh aonihilated, by the
latter. Num. x3xi, This, however, was

| 200 years before, and they had now re-
| gained their power and pre-eminence.

Verse 12.— And the angel of the Lord
appeared unto him, His work wust have

' deepened his sense of the national disgrace

and wretchedness, and wakened in him

f’g\houghto atid longings with reierence to

deliverance, most admirably preparing him
And

" said unto him, The Lovd [Jehovah] is wizh

thee, thou mighty man of valor. Gideon
had in him true faith in God. His father
was by no means such a confirmed idolater
as most of his neighbore, Gideon is cvi-
dently addressed with relerence not to his
past experience, butto his future. e
was now selected, ordained, empowered to
become & mighty leader of the people.
This appears from ve. 14.  The ordination,
which is really (rom the Lord, is always
an empowering, and not rimply & designa-
tion,

Verse 13— Gideon said unto him, O

| my Lord. The title of respectiul ad.

dress, If the Lord [Jehovah] be with us,
why then is all this befallen us?  Notice
the use of the plural, ** us."" He thought

'and cared first and” most for his nation,

He shared the nation's degradation, and he
saw no evidence that God was with him or
the people. 1t Is, indeed, true that thie
very efliction, or chastisement, was an aot

' ul-love, by which the people were to be

saved, and God's law honored. © Luke xii,
4. And where be al! Kis mivacles which
our fathers told us of 7 Implying that as
such miracles were not now wrought for

| the pation, it was prool that Goud was not

now favoring the nation as he did. The
miracles then wrought.showed that then he
was with lerael, The' absence of such
now showed that now he was net present.
This answer shows that Gideon had pon.
dered on the nation's bistory, and drawn

' contrasts and comparisons between the past

and present. Bul now the Lord [Jehovah)
hath forsaken us, ete, It was true, though
probably not in the way and degree intens
ded by him.

Verse 14.—And the Lord [Jehovah)
looked wpon him, Not here called an
‘angel,” Thie look would thus seem to
have revealed the true divinity of the
being. Or the promise that followed did.
The Wonder-worker of "the past was cven
now talking to hiwm, face to fuce, as be had
talked to the patriarchs, Go in this thy
might, Words of authority, such as
Jehovah might speak. The word ** this "'
refers to the wight now divicely imparted,
or at leas: pledged and guaranteed to hiwm.
Thou shalt save Israel, ete. Thou, as my
instrument, Jave not ] sent  thee?
Enough for Gideon evuld he be quite sure
that the speaker was really Jelovah,

Verse 15 — O my Lord. ‘The word Lord
here is not Jehovah, yet the Hebrew shows
it to have been used of the Supreme Lord,
of divinity, and not as in vs. 13, which is
a different form in the original,  Where-
with shall 1 save? Expressing a conscious.
ness of his inability as by lineell, - Be-
hotd my family are poor, the Abi-earites,
He suppused that some eminent man was
needed, who would, by his family position
and personal greatoess, rally all the tribes
to his stur dard at his oall,

Verse 10, Surely 1 will be with thee, It
was this, and not fumily or personal great.
nese that was needed, Thou shad smite
the Midianites as oneman, Breaking their
power at a single-bluw, as when by one
blow & man is laid low,

Verse 17.— See Ex. lii, iv,

Verse 18, e would bring & **present,”

~or offering, Vs. 19, 24.

Questions.~ Ve, 11 To whom does the
angel of the Lord refer? Where was
Optirah 7 What was the character of their
depredations? ve. 2.6, How long had
lsrael been uu':j'r:ct to them? v. 1.  What
old grudge did the Midianites probably
cherish ¥ Num, xxxi, 1-12.

Va. 13, Are afllictions & sign of God »
presence of absenve 7 What 18 the effeet
of sin? lsa, hix 2 What the cffecs i
righteonsness 7 lea. xxxii. 17,

Ve. 14, What is the doctrine taught by
* have not | sent thee 1'' Zeoh. v, 6.

Ve. 156, Of whow do these woras strong-
ly remind us?  What is the difference be.
tween “* my family " and ** my flather's
house"? Num. xxxvi. 8,

Vs, 17. Why did Gideon seek a sign?
Was & sign given to Gideon ? we, 19-21.

Ve, 18. Whatis meant by *‘ my pres-
ent”? What was Gideon's motive in
offering it?

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher,

© Buwpay, April 200h, 18706,~ Gideon's
Army.~Judges vii, 1-8,
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Nouths’ Depactment,

BY-AND BY.

The trees are bare, the clouds are gray
Baby must stay in the house to-duy.
By-and by, by-and by,

The pretty blue will come to the sky.
Wait and see, wait and see,

Winking leaves on every tree—

Little brooks trying to talk—

Then the baby can go and walk,

.-sE

“TWO MEN WENT UP INTO THE
TEMPLE TO PRAY."

BY RICHAKD CRASHAW,
who died in Eogland in 1080,

Two went to pray ! Ob ! rather say,
One went to brag, the other to pray.

One stands up closo, and treads on high,
\Where the other dares not lend bis eye.

One nearer to God's altar trod ;
The other to the altar’'s God.

THINGS THA'T SHOULD NOT BE
READ.

Traveling once ujon a railway, 1 saw
belure me a respectable-looking man, with
two sprightly boys, evidently his sons, of
twelve and fourteco years, Upon the
entrance of the inevitable ** newsboy,"
this man bought three copies of a paper
which (as 1 do not design to belp w ud.
vertise what 1 condemn) 1 shall not name,
and reserving one lor himsell, gave the
others to his boys. All three were inten-
tly absorbed in reading them. A glance
over their shoulders showed wme that the
paper was one of those which are Wholiy
occupied with the picworial illustration ol
the coutemporary crimes and intrigues of
the country. * llow insane,” said 1 to
myselt, ** is the act and the exwwmple ol
this father ! As for my own conscience
it would us quickly have consented to
steal thirty ecents aus to wuste thirty
cents of God's wmoney (of which |
was steward) in subsidiging the vile and
wercenary pross which was providing this
moral garbage lor unhealtby uppetites,
And had another wan given these pspers
to my own boys, | should have resented it
in some such terws as these ; ** You must
regard my home as a species of vulture's
nest, that you briog this carrion to feed
wy young."' ;

The circulation of these printed and pic:
torial portraitures ol - the contemporary
crimes of the land has assumed the dimens
sions of & monstrous and shamelul pui.
sance. Under the pretease of circulating
current intelligence, vewspapers have be.
come l:ttle better than morul seavengers ;
only instead of hiding the louthsome glean-
ings out ol sight, they bring thew and de-
poeit them upon our breanklist.tables, und
io our parlors, us if for the mental pabulum
of our families, Burely, the people do not
cousider ! Let ue suppose that there was
an aoguaintance daily visiting our hbouses,
whose conversation should, in its staple,
o nsist of the recitals of these crimes and
misdeweanors, every one would recognize
him as & soandal-monger, whose prescoee
would scandalige decent socicty,  Why ure
the talking types more excusable than the
talking tongue ?

Lot us suppose, agnin, that one should
say to the parent :  ** That boy of sixteen
(or fourteen) is a bright, precocious boy.
He is already eapable ol & man's work.
Lot us procure bim the pluce of a police
judge, where Lis daily business shall be
the explorativn and dirsection ol erime and
vice ; where the ever prescnt and lamiliar
o' jects of his atteation shall be the wmon.
strositics of moral leprosy which inlest the
oity.""  Would not any parent, who is not
insane, ery out: ** May God forbid 7' No
surer way could be devised to debuuch a
vivacious and iwpetuous youthful spirit,
to exhale ** the dew of its youth,” to wake
the echaracter haokneyed, coarse, and
hardened,  Only the firmest priveiples,
fortitied by experience, good habits, and
age, oan salely suhiject thewselves to such
an ordenl, ‘The upright magistrate, when
lend by imperious duty to the inspeetivn of

erime, finds his protection especi lly ind

this fuot, that he is in the path of duty.

It & men hate sin for its own sake, ne
every one dues who is not Gud's enemy,
then it will be a griel to him 0 know or
think of sin done by soybody. It will be
s paioful, instend of mn sttructive, subjeot
of thought, because of bis love lor holi.
ness, his love fur God, and his love for his
fellow, The right-minded man regards it
as some misfortune‘to be obliged to know
of any sin done by any creature ; and to
repoat the story of that sin causelessly is
one phase of evil speaking. — Christian at
Work.

CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.
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"THE BUCKWHEAT.

From the Dan;:-h of Andersen,

In passing through o buckwheat ficld
after a thunder.storm, one will often ree
apon it & scorched, and even a burnt ap-
pearance, as il fire had passed over it, and
the tarmer will say that the lightning hus
done this.- But how can this be ? I will
tell you what a gray sparrow told me, and
the gray sparrow heard it from an old
willow tree that stands where it bas long
stood, by & buckwheat fleld. It is o big,
honorable tree, but shriveled and old ; it
has been torn through the centre, and
there, in the cleft, grasse and whortle-
bushes grow. The .tree bends forward,
and the branches, looking like long green
bair, droup toward the ground.

Grain grew upon _all the fields around,
both rye and oats ; yes, the beautiful onts,
that look, when ripe, like, u great fluck of
tiny yellow canary birds sitting upon o
stem, The grain looked 8o blessed, and
the heavier it was the lower it bowed, in
pious humility. '

But there was also n field of buckwheat,
and it was close by the willow tree. The
buckwheat didn’¢"bend like other grain,
but strutted so proudky and stifly, ** I am
richer than®other grain,” it ‘suid. * Be-
sides, | am wuch handsomer ; iy blossome
are us beautiful as those of . the apple-tree ;
it is delightful to look at me and mine.
Do you know any more beautiful than we,
old willow tree 7" '

And the old willow tree nodded, as if to
say, * Yes, of course 1 do.” But the
buckwleat strutted in real vanity, and
suid !

** The foolish tree ; it is 8o old that grass
grows in its stowmach !” |

There enme up a dreadlul storm, and all
the flowers of the meadow folded their
lenves or bent their tender heads while the
storm passed over them ; but the buck-
wheat strutted on in its pride,

“ Bend your bead hike the rest of us,”
said the fluwers, |

** There is no need at all of my doing
80,” replied the buckwheat, |

‘* Bend your head as we do!" shouted
the grain, ** The storm angel s flying ;
he hae wings reaching ftrom the clouds to
the earth, and he will cut you down before
you have time to ask for mercy.”

** Yes, but 1 wiil not bend,” replied the
buckwheat,

* Shut your blcssoms and bend your
loaves !" said the old willow tree.  **Dun't
look toward the lightning when the cloudes
burst, Men themselves dare not do #o, for
by the lightning one wmay see into God's
hewven ; and such a sight will make even
men blind, What, then; may not happen
to us, plants of the carth, and so much in-
ferior, should we venture upon it 7"’

o Far inferior,” smid the buckwhent,
scurnfully, ** Now I will just look into
God's heaven.”

And so it did in its pride. Now, it
lightened so that it secmed ns if the whole
world was ina bluge, Aflterwnrd, when
the storm had paesed, the Bowers and grain
stood upright io the pure, quiet air, lovk.
ing 80 refreshed by the min; bat the
lightuing hud turned the buckwhent ax
black as o conl, so it was only n-dend, use-
less Lerb upon the field.

The old willow tree moved its brancghes
in the wind, and large drops of water fell
from the green leaves, an if the tree werv
weoping, and the sparrow arked :

** Why do you weep when all around is
full of blessing ?  See how the sun shines !
See how the elouds go, and what a delie.
ious odor the flowers and foliage have!
Why do you weep, old willow tree? *

Then the willow tree told ahout the
buckwhent's pride and punishment.  This
always flollows, ‘The writer heard this

e R ————

children—ns | have done—to their simple
homes, and reen the scanty lurnltunwhe
flain but sweet and wholesome food, the
uneventful, happy, petriarchal lile, way
form a vivid conception of the manner in
which Jesus lived. Nothing ean be plainer
than those houses, with the doves sunning
thewselves on the white roofy, and the vines
wreathing about them, The mats, or care
pets, are laid lvoee along the walls '; thoes
and sandals are taken off at the threshold ;
from the center hangs a lamp which forme
the only oroament of the room ; in some
recess in the wall is placed the wooden
chest, painted with bright colors, which
contains the books or other possessions of
‘the fawily ; on a ledge that runs around
the well, within easy reach, are neatly
rolled up the gay-colored quilts which serve
a8 beds, and on the same ledge are ranged
the earthen vessels for daily use ; near the
door stand the large, common water-jars ol
red clay, with a few twigs and green leaves
—often of aromatic shrubs—thrust into
their orifices to keep the water cool. At
meal-time a painted wooden stool is placed
in the center of the apaitment, a large
triay is put upon it, and in the middle of
the tray stands the dish of rich or meat, or
libban, or stewed (ruits, from which all
help theweelves in common, Both before
and after the menl the servant, or the
youngest member of the [amily, pours
wuter over the hands from & brasen ewer
into a brazen bowl, So quiet, 8o simple,
%0 huwble, so uneventful, wae the outward
life of the family of Nuzareth.— Farrar's
Life of Christ,

e L = »

MR, ASTOR'S SALARY,

What a man gets out of his money or
Iabor 18 not his incowe nor his *‘salury,”
He really gets only what bhe can eat,
drink, wnd wear, i, e, his support; in
this respect the millionaire is no richer
than the day-lnhorer, :

In a public conveyance, on a certain
occasion, Mr. Astor overheard a young
wan expressing the wish that he oould
posscss ** that old man's wealth," where-
upon Mr, Astor turned to the speaker,
and said to him ;

‘“* Young man, I sometimes feel weary,
and would gladly throw off my load. For
what will you take charge of my business,
aod take care of my property, watching
with ever vigilant eye that there be no leak
~n0 mistake ; and at the end of each
quarter rendering up a clear and sure
balance sheet ?”

The young wan opened wide his eyes,
He kunew not what to say. Said Mr,
Astor,=* If you are capable, and will do
this, I will pay you your absolutely neces-
sary expenses of living."

A# wiy be supposed, the young man ex-
pressed his surprise in his looks, observing
which the old werchant siwply added, —
“ That's all 1 get.”

| WILL TEEL-IT,

Many a physician has gained his practice
by une patient telling others of his ocure,
Tell your neighbors that you have been to
the hospital ol Jesus, and been restored,
though you hated all manner of meat, and

Cdrew near the gates of death ; wod, may

be, u poor soul, just in the same conditin
us yoursell, will say, ** This is & message
from God to me,” abuve all, published
abroud the Lord's goodoess, for Jesus'
sake, He deserves your honor, Will you
reecive his blessing, and then, like the nine
lepers, give him no praise? Will you be
like the woman in the orowd, who was
hewled by touching the hem ol his gar-
ment, and then would fain have slipped

away ? 1f #o, | pray that the Master may
| say, ** Somebody hath touched we," and

from the sparrow one unight, when he | pou may be compelled to tell the truth,

arked it to tell him a story,

—-_—t-

THE BOYHOOD OF JESUS.

- —————— 1.

His outward life was the lile of all those |

of his age nnd station, and pluce ol birth,
lle hived ns lived the other ohildren of
pensant parents in that quiet town, and in
a great measure as they live now, lle
who has seen the cbildren of Nagareth in
their red caltaps and bright tunics of silk
or cloth, girded with & many-colored sash,
and sometimes covered with a loose outer
Jucket of white or blue—~he who has
watched their games, and heard their ring.
ing laughter as they wander about the
hills of their little, native vale, or play in

‘bands on the hillside beside their sweet

and abundant lountain,~—way perhaps torm
some conception of how Jesus looked and
played when he too was a child. And the
traveler who has followed any of those

and say, ** | was sore sick in woul, but |
' touched thee, O my blessed Lord, and |
am saved, and to the praise of thg glory of
thy grace 1 will tell it; I will tell it,
though devils should hear me ; 1T will tell
it, and make the world ring with it, ae.
cording to my ability, to the praise and
glory of thy saving grace "~ Spurgeon,

A man who had served a twelve yeurs'
sentence in the State Prison at Auburn,
N. Y., absolutely refused to depart ; and
the jaller, to get rid of hiwm, sent him to
swocp the side-walk, and then looked the
doors on him, He made wany attempts
to break in, but floally gave it up and
went away. |

. -_——-— s

No person ever got stung by hornets who
kept away from where they were, It is
just so with bad habits,

- —

aunlmu i but the affections are only to be

xed by ghose that are real,

Hearts may be attructed by assumed
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