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BIBLE LESSNONS FOR 1870,

INTERNATIONAL SERIES,
Heroes and Judges.

Suxpay, dpril 26¢h, 1875, Gideon's
Army. —Judges vii, 1-8,

GoLpeN TexT.=* There is no restraint
to the Lord, to suve by t‘?\ny or by few,"'
1 S« xiv O

o

———

ANALYSIS, = 1. Position of opposing
forces Vo 1 11 Order for lsrae! s ve-
duction, Ve, 2. 111 Number of [aint.
hearted. Vo 3. V. Reduction by 8 cial
test Va, 40, V. Three hundred retuined,
Ve. 7. 8.

Hisroricar CoxNuierioN -—=In the fire
that wiraculously consumed his meat offer.
ing, Gideon had proot that God had called
him to be the deliverer of Israel. le at
once strikes a blow at Phoonician idolatry
by overthrowiog an altar ergeted by his
father to Baal, beenuse of which he was
oalled Jenmbbaal, that is * let Baal plead ”
He then leads an _ insurreetion against the
Midianités, the Amalekites and children of
the Est (Arabs), who have crossed the
Jordan probably at Bethshean, and pitehed
their teuts in the plain of Jewreel lor a
fresh By a duplicute
miracle of wet fleece and dry ground, and
of dry fleece and wet ground, performed at
his request, Gideon s doubly assured that
God™Wwill save [sracl by his band,

ExrosirioN. —Verse 1 — Then Jerubbanl,
who s Gudeon vi. 25-32. And all the
people that werve with him, The aruy
gathered at his eall to contend against the
Midinnites, and consisting of Abi-carites,
and volunteers (rom Munagech, Asher,
Zebulun, Naphtaliy all of them tribes on
the west of Jordun, and nort of Ephraim,
vi, 33-35. The whole number was thirty-
two thousand, vsa. '3, Rose wup early
Evidently the next morning after the second
successlul sign of the fleece and the dew
that Jehovah was withe him, vi. 36-10,
That double ~ign had given him entire con-
fidence, had assured him, and he was now
ready for notion, and for prempt action.
He rose ** early "

invasion ol Israel

that overcowes the world,” because it leads
a maw to side with God even though agninst
the whole wurld.  An? pitched beside the
well Harod We ean here take the word
“ pitch 7 a8 weéining encamp, more pro-

perly translated ** the fouatain Harod," |
foot of an elevation |
called, in vs, 3, Gilead, on which was |

which was at the

Gideon's camp. This is perhaps the toun.
tain wentiondd in 1 Sam.
that the host of the Milianites were on the

north side of them by the hill of Morek in
the valley,

ot the two warwies., Tve hill on which

valley wide cnough for the encampment of
the Midwnits and their allics, who tway
have kept near Morchi because of water at
it8 base, nod to draw down from their en-
eampiuent the little army of Israel into the
open plain
of Harod, and * Little Herwon' a space

ample in extent for the encampwent even
of the enormous horde ot the Amalekites.
It is wmeworable in connection with Saul's
and Jonathan's deaths, 1 Saw. xxxi, 1-0 ;
2 Sam . i. 0-10, There was a Moreh near
Sheehem (Gen. xii, 6), :
_ Verse 2 <~The Lord [Jehovah] said,
eto, ke dgain appeared to him as_at the
onk. The people that are with thee ere too
many. Gideon's arwy is bere, as in vs. ],
‘‘ the people,”

coemwy, 32.000 to 185,000 (viii, 10), less
than one to tour, and doubtless these far
less trained to war und reliable in conflict
Oae judging by eight only would bave
eaid, ** the people are yet too few, Gideon
wait for reinforcements.”  Why then does
God say ** too wany'? Aus. For me to

give the Midianites into ther hands, lest |

lsrael vaunt themselves against me, eto.
Just belore we were ready to say ** folly,"’
but this added explanation shows that
God's fully 18 wisdom iteell. God will
give lsrael the vietory, nnd he is determined
tbat it shall be seen that he gives it. lo:
telligent faith owne ‘od as the giver ol
suocees even where wmeans used are thé
most adequate ; but this was a tiwe of
gross unbelief, and hence the need of an
outward, visible, striking evidence that
God's hand wrought.

Verse 3.~ Whosoever is fearful and
afraid let him rveturn and depart from

‘ehap, v, 1-T,

Faith is the ** victory |

| with the practice.

Between din-Jaldd the spring |

and filty of the enewy,

between two and three miles intervenes, | was 80 enormous a8 to wake clesr to the

Yet his army ut the full |
was only shhundlul us compired with the |
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I'HE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER ;

Mount Gitead  Proclaimed here hy speeinl
direction of Jehovah, though this firwm of
proclamation was in the law required to be
given before every battle, Deut, xx, 8
The reason there nesigned is that the timid
wenken an army, espeginlly by their linbils
ity to bring on a panie.  Compare same
Gideon, not having noted
a8 n londer in war, was possibly not posted
as to this law, and besides the peculine
emergency in which he was now would
bave made him anxious to keep s army
ax large us possible,  Hooee the need ol
Jehovali™s specin]l commund to dismiss the
timid. * The e rerur ned of the peopls twenty-
(wo thousand  This wus more than two-
thirds ot the whole, a remwmrkuble propor
tion of cowrrds! Buat it must be rewems
hercd that for seven years the nation had
been under the heels of the savage plun.
derers, that the people were not aceustomed
to war.  The dreadtul foe was elear and
full in gight, that his numbers were seen
to be moure than four times their vwn, that
Gideon was notw man ol note und eminence
in any respeet, and espeoinily that he was
not known as a great and sucoessful wili
tary leader

Verse 4.~ The people are yet too many,
N) suid Jebovah to Gideon=too many, and
yet less than one to thirteen ot their trained
antagonists,  Gideon koew who gave it
and why, It was enough, Bring them
down [that is, trom the hill ‘top] te the
water [of the fountain of Harod, at or
toward the tout ot the hill, therefore.. and
nearer to the tow] axd Jwill try chem for
thee there: The word translated *uy ™
woans originally o melt, then to refine or
purily, as gold or silver, beapuse it was
done by melting.  Of whom t’ shall say
unto thee this sha't go with thee, eto. Murk
the explicitvess ol the commwand, Nothing
was to be left to Gideon in the way ol |
selection, A test was to be furnished by
which Gideon oould determine each one,
[t was thus in efl ot a8 though Jehovah had
called off, or written off, one by one in
full, the nawes of the approved and the
numes of the rejected,

Verse 5.— Su Ae brought d.awn the people
unto the water. No sign of wavering in
Gideon's laith,  The miracle of the Heece

in connection with all the rest, had settled |

him wnd fised his“sole trust on Jehovah. |
Every ove that lappeth with his tongue as
@ dog. L'mis is more fully explaned in va,
6. * The wandering poople ifi Asia when,
on & journey, or in haste, they come to
water,-do not stoop down with deliberation
on their knees, but only bend forward ae
wuch as is necessary to bring their hand
14 contact with the streum and throw it up
with rapidity, and at the same time such

| address, that they do not drop a particle,”
xxiz. 1. 8o

The Israclites, it scems, were acquainted
Those who adopted it

| were set by themselves, those drinking by
This completes the deseription |

howing on their knces, by themselves :

. the former, three huundred omly, sclected ;
Gideon’ was' gucamped ~fronted the hill |

Moreh to the north, and between lay Q|

the litter, rejected, It is thought that
the test was not arbitrary, but rather that
the practice of three hundred showed them
to be more alert, wary, i'i‘a(iy tur netion =
the pure gold, :

Verse 7.~ By the three hundred men that
lapped will 1 save you, cte.  Yet uow there
were lelt only one lsraelite to lour hundred
This disproportion

wost skeptical that not Isracl’s wight was
the cause ol success, It would erclude
boasting (Rom. iii. 27), the object of the
whole urrangement.  Let alc the people go
every man unto ks place, His tent in-the
cucampment on the hill. See ve, 8, They
would thien be ready for the pursuit which
succeeded the rout, thuugh we are told that
from Naphtali, Asher, and Manaseeh there
also came pursuers. ve, 22, These men
must huve been astounded to ba thus sent
back to their places, though very likely
inwardly pleared to escape the wanifest
peril of the impendirg encounter. Muny
& wian is brave envugh to go willingly iute
places of danger at duty's call, who yet is
glad enough il he may not feel that it
really is duty to go.

Verse 8.—So the people tock victuals in

therr hands, and thewr trumpets. It is con-

| jeetured that this should read, * se they

[the three hundred) took the victuals of the
people [those dismiseed), and their [the

people’s] trumpets,” this enablifig each of
the band to bave a trumpet,

b 4

Quesrions. -~ Ve, 1 Where was [sroel
encamped ! Where the Midianites ?

Ve. What was the number of the ls.
raclites ? Of the Midianites? The pro.
portion of the latter to the former 7 Why

did God call Israel ** too many "? 2 Cor.
iv. 7.

Ve. 3 How wany' reductions does God
order? Was the firet an unusual one?

What was the result of the firat reduction ? |

Ans. It thinned the avmy of cowards, !

Ve 5. Wil you explain this test?
What was its result 2 Ans Jt thinned the
remaining ten thousand of self-indulgent
men. 1

Vs, 8. Did these three hundred carry
swords? What did they carry ?  Ans,
Firebrands concealed in pitchers, or earthen
vesse/s, and trumpets. Seo v, 16 Was
the attuck by dwy or by night? va, 9
What was it ovaraoter? Ans. A sur.
prise.  What lesson was  taught lsrael ?
1 Sam, xvii. 47. In what respeota do
these few fitly represent the mn‘iutian
chureh ?

Abridged from the l)a'pu'st Teacher,
Sunpay, May 2nd, 1875.—~The Death of
Samson.—Judges xvi 25-34.

Uouths' Departurent,

THE BOY WHO TOLD A LIE.

-

The mother looked palv and her face was sad,
She seemed to have nothing to make her glad;
She stlently sat with tears in her eye,
For her dear Litt ¢ boy bhad told a e,

e was a gentle, affectionate child,

His ways were winumg, his temper was mild;
There was love und Joy in bis soft blue eye, °
But the dear lit'e buy had told a lie,

He stood alone by the viudow within,

For he felt thut his 8 ul was stained with sin;
Aud his mother could hear him sob and ery,
Becuuse he had told Ler that wicked lle,

Then Le came and stood by bhis mother's side,
~And asked 1or a kirs, which she denied ;
Wuile he promised, with many a penitent sigh,
Thit he uever wou'ld tert naother lie,

S she bude him before her kneel gently down,
And to Kk his sofi hauds within her own;

And she kissed bis cheek us he looked on high,
Aud prayed to be pardoned tor teliing that (e,

L e e ——

THE PILGRIM AND THE KENIGHT.

e e SR o

“In w noble castle there once resided o
very rtich kuight. He expended much
money in adorning and  beautifying bis
dwelling, but he gave very little to the
pror. A weary pilgrim came to the castle
and asked for a night's lodging. The
knight haughtily refused him, and said:

** This castle is not an ion.”

- The pilgrim replicd, ** Permit me to
ask two questious, and 1 will depart.”

** Upon this condition speak,” replied
the knight’y ** 1 will readily answer you.”

The pilgrim then spid to him, ** Who
dwelt in this belore you ™

‘* My futher,” replied the knight,

“ And who will dwell here alter you ?”
still usked the pilgrim,

Tne knight suid, ** Wi'h God's will, my
son.”

** Well,” said the pilgrim, **if each
dwells but a short time in the castle, and
in time wust depart and wake way for
wnother, what are you here otherwise than
guesta 2 The ocastle, then, is truely an
inn,  Why, then, spend v0 wmuch maney |
adorning w dwelliog which you will oceupy
but & short time " |

He gave the pilgriw shelter for the night,
and was ever alterward more charituble
unto the poor,

-_———h
A prowise should be given with oaution

and kept with care. 1t should be made
with the heart and remembered by the
head.

If sin be harbored in the house, the
curse waits at the door,

Litevary,

a e —

SPELLING MATCHES:

that were common some years ago hive
recently become quite & rage in *ome parts
of the United Stawes We know of but
few more usctul amusements, The follow.
ing nccount of one from the Buston Post,
will interest vur young readers :

Toe epidewio of spelling mutehes which
has prevailed in many western cities and
towns for rome time past made its tirst ap.
pearance in Boston lust evening, and it muy
enlely be said that & virulent type of the
discase bas been developed here, The
Music Hall was crowded in every part, and
the audience was one of the better class,
quick to perceive mistakes, prompt to re.
spond 0 wnything worth responding to,
whether with applause or lnughter, and
pininly inclined to have a merry time. |t
wae slightly atter half past seven when Mr
Willinws uppeared upon the platform and
marshalled the sides to their places. The
school-boys bubbling over with animal
spirits, and almost nervously anxious,
tumbled into the chairs prepared for thew
at the northern end of the platfrmes, and
began with many whispered criticisms and

'
4

SR
.

-sought to simplily the language by calling

The knight tovk these words to heart, |

sly bursts of hﬂxgh:er to reconnoitre the
opposing furces. These were scated at the
opposite extremity of the stage, and it was
plain to ree that in that quarter no very
high opinion was entertained of the ahili.
ties of their stripling antagonists, Eich
side numhered forty-two persons, the boys
apparently ranging in age from 12 to 16
yours, while the printers were inoluded be.
tween the typo of 20 and the gray haired
type-sticker of more than 50,  There were
also w few reportors on this side.
THE CON1EST,

When the buzs ot ¢ mment in the audi.
ence had been stilled and everything pre-
pured for the tert, Prof. Brown lifted a
sheet of fuolscap, containing & written list
of words, and turning with a smile to the
printers, pronounced the word ‘‘attorney."
There wue a wmounient 0l hesitation, and
then the vccupunt of the first chair arose
and slowly and correctly named the lotters
without pronouncing the syllables. This
excited a ripple of laugliter throughout the
house, und scemed to amuse the school-
boys immensely.  The first of the young
sters eame to grick by muking it **eurtecy,” |
however, and as he slowly fullowed bis
chair to the side soenes, the jry of his com-
rades wus turned o sadoess.  Then a oo
confident typo smid it vus ** willenivm,”
and became the first fruit of those who
missed on his eside, and when nest the
printers bad a turn rome one smuggled an
extra r into ** geranium,” and stepped
dowo and out 1or his pains, The pext to wiss
was a bright little boy who :?i'u-gdvd into
' physiolugy,” to the extent of three syl
lables, became confused, hesitated, a wild
Jump at igy,”" und subsided amidst roars
of laughter, He had his revenge, how-
ever, lor ¢chree of the other side were im-
medintely afterwards caught tripping, the
first by making it ** larnaceous,” and an-
other by venturing to end ‘* superinten.
dent” with ant. ** Antbetipe " was then
a boy's view.. Ilis opponent put it ** anty-
type” awid great laughter, which turned
to applause when anottier boy showed that
‘‘antitype "’ was what they were alter.
Then a boy renewed the meiriment by
‘“surfit,” and a perfect roar of applause
and laughter rewarded the genius who |

it ** lettice.”” The vext to )l was a
printer who thought ** férrule,” a band,
had but one r, and his companion, in turn,
put such a comically urcertain interroga-
tion point witer * skewor ™ that the aadi.

ence wus convulsed with merriment, which
was redoubled when was bheard bis sigh of |
reliel to lind be bud wade no mistake.
Two s in * rarely” brought another
printer Jow, but two of the boys imwedi.
ately followed him to the shadow of the
great organ, one ol thewm losing wll ehance
fur the laurel Ly risking it as ** rododen-
dron.'” ** Ferule,”” a rod, was correctly
given by vue ol the whiskered contestants,
who supplemented the peifirmunce by re.
marking that he had fcls the thing too
olten not to be familiar with it. ‘It m\e!
8,50, und eigliteen boys and fif'een men |
were still unvanquished, The contestunts |
moved 1o the centiul part of the stuge, and
and the slaughter ngnin begun,  The first
word took une of the boys, who thought it
was ** Epipheny.”" » Exicerbate,” which
soun tullowed, blighted the hopes of three,
The fivst, a boy, mude a long struggle, pro.
ducing ** exusser co-cxasser-cerbate,” bug
nothiog more, and the two who succeeded
bim searcely did better” Three printers
then wade their finnl bows, one on
*satelite,” ove on ** adeetitivus,” and one
on **asevus ”  Oune of the boys then tailed
by sayiog ** cantues,”’ another dropped
out on  ** souchon,"” ard “** trusscag
proved the fute of a third. - The seene now
changed, and a man got stuck with
** poignard.” ++ Congearies " then brought
a boy to gricl, and in the next breath an.
other bhuy said * wenzel,” und wondered
why everybody laughed, » Siaypy " was
then pronotneed to one of the printers who
wis desigoated by the audicnce us ¢ white
hat,”” and be started ** seyg—"" then hesi.
tated wod said it was a word be had never
Aeen,

A discussion now ensued as to
whether this was not u teehuicnl term, and

theretfure out of order. ‘The decision was

that it was, although wany in the audience
expreseed disapproval, und most ol the boys
shouted that they could spell it. This
party was then given ** wnthropopbagous,”
and when he had trinwphantly mastered
Its intricacics the spplause that greeted
him lasted for wearly balf & minute.
Shortly after, however, he slipped on
't phoeine,” gotting it ** focin,” while a
boy put it ** focyn ” ** Conbaug” ended
another boy, and * quohog ** another still,
while a wan fell by calling it * quahog,”

(tending to produce health) olosed the
carcer of one of the best spellers among
the printers, and another by saying
‘anoahirine " was done for, At 9.20 but
two printers were lolt, and four boys still
held ouv. ** Cucchination " took cne of
the men, and then Mr George Kimball,
proof reader on the Transcript, was lelt
alone, OF the three boys one fell on
“ fucias "' and one on ** traficing.” 1t was
DUw one to one, but only for a moment,
for Mr, Kimball put an ¢ in ** conferr-
able,” and so had to be contented with the
plain Webster Dictionary, winle Master
Frank M. Eisbree, of-the English High
School, took the more elaborately bound
Worcester,

CURIOSITIES OF LANGUAGE,

Language is a very curious thing to those
who study the subject.  While some
languages have words that eannot he ex-
pressed in Eoglish, others are deficient in
our commonest terms. The French, for
instance, have.no word for ** howe ;" and

| when Victoria first went to Scotlund and

the Highlanders presented her an address
in Gaelie, they had no ward for queen,”
80 they called her ** king's wile ™. A late
writer has noted other sueh peeuliarities g

The Hindoiw are siid to have no word
for ** friend.” The ltnliane bave no equiv-
alent for our * humiiity.,” The R .ssian
dictionary gives a word the delinition of
whicli is, ** not to have enough buttons on

your lvotman's waisteont ;"' a  recond

Jnoans to ** Kill over again ;" a third “to

earn by danecing.” The Gerwans eall a
thimble a ** finger-hat," which it certainly
i8, and a grasshopper & * hay-horse ® A
glove with them is a ** hand shoe,” show-
ing that they wore shoes befure gloves.

T'he Freuch, strange tu sy, have no verb °

** to stand,” wor can a Frenchman spenk
ot * kicking " any one. The nearest ap-
proach he, w his politeness, makes to it,
i8 to threaten to * give a blow with his
foot,”” the s«me thing, probably, to the
recipient in either case, but it seems to
want the direotness, the energy, of our
“*kek.," The terms *‘up stairs” and

‘“down stuirs” are also unknowa in

AN ‘“ ENGLISH" RIDDLE.

The more cultivated of English people
are not insensible to the delormitios of the
‘*cockney ' dialeet.  The defeet most
notorious in this vulgate is the subjeet of
the witty poew ap)cuded below, wherein
the uses and abuses of the letter in ques-
tion are touched with great ingenuity in
the double meanings of the verse :

Thomas Llope, the distinguished author
and patron of art, was ones cotertaining
at his princely wansion in Loodon, a num-

| ber of eminent and literary friends, and in

the course of conversation, a disoussion
urose up)n the outragéous negleet which a
cortain single letter in the English alpha.
bet received cven in well-inturwed London
eociety. The 8. jevt discussed interested
& lemule guest— Miss Fanshawe—and so
touched her ingenious faney, as the story
goes, that she jauduced to the delighted

and  astonished gueels ut the breakfust

tuble the next morning the following little
pocm. The riddle, it will be perceived, is
not a difficult one to solve by those who
have met and talked with some of the na.
tives ot Old England :

"T'was whispered in heaven, ‘twas muttered
in hell,

And echo caught faintly the sound as it fell :

Oa the confines of carth 'twas permitted to
rest,

Aund the depths of the -ocean its presence
vonfussed.

‘Twill be found in the sphere when ‘tis
rviven wsunder,

Be seen in the hghuﬁ’ug. nod heard in the

thunder.

"I'was allotted to wan with his earliest
breath,

Attends at his birth, and awaits him in
denth ;

Presides o'er bis happiness, honor, and
henlth ;

Ia the prop ot his house and the end of his
wenlth,

In the heaps of the wiser 'tie hoarded with
care,

But in sure to be lost on his prodigal heir,

It begine every hope, every wish it must
bound,

With the hushbandman toils, with the
monarch is crowned.

Without it the woldier, the seaman wmay
rem,

ln the whispers of conscience its voice will
be found,

Nor e'en in the whirlpool of passion be

| drowned.

"Twill not solten ‘the heart ; but, though
deal be the ear,

It will make it seutely and instantly hear.

Yot in ehude let it rest, like a delicate
flower ;

An i for the wecond a in ‘* ranatory "

&

Ab! breathe on it softly—it dics in an hour.
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