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. THE ASSOCIATIONAL SERMON PREACHED BR-

.'T'o Moses and Israel God said, ** My pre-

AUGUST 4, 1875.

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

M

Assoriational Sexmon,

THE CHURCH'S DUTY AND PRIV-
ELEGE TO EXPECT GREAT
THINGS FROM GOD.

FORE THE N, 8 EASTERN BAPTIST ASSOCIA-
TION ON MONDAY, JurLy 12, 1875.
BY REV. JAMES MEADOWS,

My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my
expectation is from Him. Psalm Ixif , 6.

Without occupying time by any intro-
ductory remarks, 1 invite attention to my
sahject, the theme of which, is ¢the
Church's duty and privilege to expect great
things from: God. The Church should
expect great things from God :—

1. Because of great promises. ‘-tcr
says, ¢ Whereby are given unto us ex-
ceeding great and precious promises.”

(1.) We bave the precious promise of
the divine presence. This promise has been
precious to God’s people in all ages of the
world. We eee it beaming forth in the gar-
den of Eden, where God said to the serpent,
“1 will put enmity between thee and the
womao, and between thy eeed and her
seed ; it shall bruise thy head, and thou
shalt broise his beel."’

Eooch enjoyed this promise during the
three hundred years that be walked with
God. (Gen. §,22.) Goud appeared unto
Isaac and said to bim, * Sojourn in this
land and I will be with thee and blese thee,
for unto thee and to thy seed 1 will give all
these countrics, 1 am the God of Abraham
thy father ; fear not, for I am with thee.”
(Gen. 26, 3, 24.) Jacob heard the vuice
of the Lord in a dream saying, ** Behold, 1
am with thee, and will keep thee in all
places whether thou goest.” (Gen. 28, 15.)

eence shall go with thee, and 1 wiil give
thee rest.,”” (Ezo. xxxiii. 15.) * The
Lord his God is with bim, and the shout
of a King is among them. The Lord, he
itis that doth go before thee ; he will be with
thee, he will not fail thee, neither foreake
thee. And ye shall know that I am in the
midst of Israel, and thas I am the Lord
your God, and’ none else ; and my people
shall never be ashamed. Thas shall they
kpnow that I, the Lord, the God am with
‘hem ”

Jast before Christ left his disciples he
eaid, ** Go therefore, and teach all nations, .
Bap'ize them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,
teaching them to observe all things what-
soever 1 have comwmanded you; and lo, |
am with you alwa)s even unto the end of
the world.” (Matt. xxviii. 19, 20.) 1
will not leave you ecumfortless, I will come
to you. If a man love we he will keep my
worde, and my fatber will love him; and
we will come.uoto him and make our
abode with him. And where two or three
are gathered together im my neme, there
am 1 io the midst of them.” Of the Spirit
it is snid—* He shall abide with you for-
ever and guide you into all truth."’

ln the Book of Revelation the Redeemer
is eeen standing in the midst of the golden
lamp-stands with the stars in bis right
band. These paesages, with many others,
establish the glorious triish that God has
been, is, and will ever be, with his people.

The promise of the divine presence is
applicable under all circumsetances. In
tiwes of fierce trial, and cevere effliction,
God bes promised to bq with his people.
ITe says—* When thou paesest through
the waters I will be with thee; and through
the rivers they shall not overflow thee ;
when thou walkest through the fire thou
shalt not be burned, neither shall the lame
kindle upon thee. Even in the midst of
wars and dire calamities, when pations of
the world tremble with fear, the church
can sing : ** God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble, Therefore
will not we fear, though the earth be re-
moved, and though the mountains be car-
ried into the midst of the sea; though the
waters thereof roar and be troubled, though
the mountains shake with the sweiling
thercof, The Lord of Losts is with ue, the
God of Jacobis our refuge.” This promise
is not only applicable to the church as &
body, but to every member of that body.
God’s gracious presence is not only to beo
enjoyed in the bouse of prayer, but in the
bome ecircle, the store, the workshop, the
field, and even out in the bighway we may
realise that God is with us. We, my
bretbren in the mivistry, should never tor-
get this promise. Let us remember that
Chriet still holds the stars in the right
band of divive power, and love. 1 know
8 mivister who, after toiling bard all day,
retired at night wearied in mind and body,
folubepmoeoof Christ so pear that he

bands with him, and so bid him good
night, but in the act ot doing so, he eaid
no, [ will lay my head on his breast and
sleep in his loving arms. This is our
privilege, my brethren, we may, after toil-
ing for bim, lleep in his loving arms. It
is the gracious privilege of all God’s people
even those that are less than the least of
all the saints; may enjoy the presence of
the King of Kiogs and Lord of Lords.

From this promise then, the chureh
should exyect great things from God. But
further we have the great and soul.-stirring
pgomise of Victery. The promises of vie-
tory is included in the promises already
coneidered. If God is with his Church it
certainly insures victory, For fear how-
ever, that we short sighted beings should
fail to see this, Glod has given to us distinct
promises of viotory, thereby giving us ** line
upon line and precept upon precept.” That
the Church might expect the entire submis
sion and destruction of her enemies, He
says :—** The Lord shall eend the rod of
thy strength out of Zion ; rule thou in the
midst of thine ememies. Behold all they
that were incensed against thee shall be
ashamed and confounded, they shall be as
nothing ; and they that sirive with thee
shall perish.  They that war against thee
shall be as nothing, and as a thing of
vought. Thou shalt fan them, and the
wind shall carry them away, and the whirl-
wind shall scatter them, and thou shalt
glory in the Holy One of Israel. Shall the
prey be taken from the mighty or the law-
ful captive delivered. But thus saith the
Lord. Even the captives of the mighty
shall be taken away ; and the prey of the
terrible shall be delivered and [ will foed
them that oppress thee with their own
flesh ; and they shall be drunken with
their own blood as with sweet wine ; and
all flesh sball know that I the Lord, aw thy
Saviour and thy Redeemer the mighty one
of Jacob. In all these things we are movre
than conquerers through him that loved
us. Thanke be to God who giveth us the
victory, through our Lord Jeeus Christ."

From the above promises we may right-
ly infer the church will be victorious over
sin, the world, and the devil. The Church
will detest sin as God does until she becomes

must mortily the deeds of the body, and
rise to perfect purity, God says—* Be
ye holy; for-l.am holy,”. and at last
she will be presented a glorious Church,
‘not baving spot or wrinkle, or any such
-thing but will be holy and without blemish.
What evil stains may be on her at present
—however much entangled with sin now ;
engaged in this holy warfare ; sid of every
description shall be slain. Not only the
ginot sine of intemperance and blasphemy,

“but the little daily sins of life, and God’ 8

people will *¢look forth as the mormng
fair as the moon, clear as the sun.,” The
world o, must be subdued. The kingdoms
of this world shall become the kingdom of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Puaganism, popery,
and the molsifarious forms of infidelity,
must fall before the victorious march of the
church,

The commercial world also, must be con-
quered, it mugt lie at the Charch’s feet,
she will rise triumpbantly over it and real.
ize with her great Head, though in the
world she is not of it. The devil shall be
subdued, ** God will bruise the devil under
your feet shortly.” Though harrassed by
him now—beset on every band by his
wiles, yet even he shall be led captive at
the chariot wheels of the Charch.

(3.) Again we have the great and pre-
cious promise of rest.

Rest generally follows victory. The
conquered may be led to prisom, to bard
labor and misery, but conquerors return to
rest. The victorious army marches home
to rest. 1t is received with every demon-
stration of respect and honor. Triumphal
arehes are erected, banquets are given, and
medals of merit are bestowed upon them
for wictories gained. The army of the Lord
aleo shall return to rest, ** There remain-
eth theréfore a rest to the people of God.
Yea, saith the Spirit that they may rest from
their labore.” “Like the victorions army
the Church shall march the golden streets
of the new Jeruealem, amid shouts of ac-
clamation to receive the reward merited
through the blood of the Lamb. We should
beware of settling down ins state of ease
in this life, rather give heed to the voioo
which says, ** Arise ye and depart; for
this is ot your rest.”

I1. The Church of God should expect
great things because He has made great
provision for her. In the glorious plan of
ealvation ample provision has been made
for the complete mccomplishment of the
divine purpose. In that plan God design-

was about stretching out his hand to shake

od ¢o save & countless number from all
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victorious over every form of sin ; for she

bations, kindrede and tongues. A people,
in the midst of whom he would dwell through
all eternity, Having opened up this
gracious design in his revelation to men,
the life, death, resurrection and ascension
of his Son, He has been pleased to com.
mit the prosecation of this glorious work to
his Church,aesuring her, as we have already
seen, of his preeence, victory and rest. And
he bas provided all that is necessary for the
church to accomplish this work.

(1) He heas provided the men. Ever
since the“war began, between the seed of
the woman and the seed of the serpent ; an
army of the Lord hae been found, always
ready to do battle with the powers of dark-
ness; God has never left himself without
witnesses. True there have been periods,
when that army hus been small and almost
invisible to the eyes of the world. Yet
it has been large envugh to carry on the
work of the Lord in thatage. Some times,
however, the soldiers of Christ are more
numerous than even its leaders suppose.

Elijah taced the enemies of the Church
with flashing sword and glistening helmet,
apparently alone, and when discouraged by
the unequal contest he fled for his life to

Mount Horeb, When questioned by God

what he did there, his answer was, ** I have
been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts
because the children of lsrael have for-
saken- thy covenant, thrown down thine
altars, aod slain thy prophets with the
sword, and [, even I only, am left; and
they seek my life, to take it away.” e
thought he stood aloue, he could see no one
but himself battling for the Lord, and being
discouraged he was anxious to die and leave
the field to the enemy. But wbat does the
Lord say :—** | have left me seven thousand
in Isreel, all the knees which have not
bowed unto Baal and every mouth which
bath pot kiesed him.” It those seven
thousand had not bowed the knee to Baal,
to whom had they bowed it? ‘ Had they
not oiten bowed befure the throne of grace,

-and eent up their petitione into the ears

of the Lord God of Hosts? And may we
oot suppoee that the glorious victory won

-by Elijab on Mount Carmel, was due just

as much to the faithful prayers of the seven
thousand as to the immediate campaign of
the great prophet? We must not forget,
my beloved brethren, that the pioneers in
the army are a8 necessary as those who
command—the soldier who bears the rifle
and bayonet is as needful as the captain
who wields the sword,—so in the army of
the living God. The pioneer who is often
lost to sight while preparing the way in
the wilderness, cannot be dispensed with,
and the soldier who discharges the arrows
of prayer into the ears of the Lord ot Hosts.
whether it be the decrepit old muther in
lersel, or the faithful deacon—is just as
Decessary as the captain or general who
wields the sword of the Spirit in the pulpit.
[ need not remind you this morniog that
darkness followed light and hght darkness,
until the coming of Christ when darkness
cuvered the earth and grosd darkness the
people. And ever since Christ commis-
sioned bis faithful few ® go forth and
subdue the world, there bave been periods
when the army of faithful ones seemed al-
most cut off. But to-day the army of Prince
[mmanuel occupies & position never occu-
pied before. It has reached an eminence
from which it will never be hurled. It
oumbers to-day its tecs of millions, station-
ed io all parts of the world doing battle
with the powers of darkness in every form.
Even in our own denominat®a we have an
army of two millions of faithful soldiers,
with their fifteen thousand able leaders.
Oar Colleges, Seminarics, and Theological
Institutions are well equipped with a noble
army distioguished for piety and learning,
second to none in the land. Surely with
such an army of faithful soldiers we should
expect great and glorious resuits,

(2.) God has provided the material. He
has provided the weapons. An army can
do but little, no matter how able, or how
thoroughly disciplined—without weapons.
Swords, spears, rifles, cannon and shot are
all prepared and are consequently necessary
for the equipment of an effective army.
So the Army of God muset be equipped, It
must go forth clad in the divine panoply
(Eph. vi. 13-18). + The weapons of our
warfare are not carnal, yet they are mighty
through God to the pulling down of strong-
bolds.” And the strongholds of popery.
peganism, and iofidelity cannot be over-
thrown without the valiant use of the
weapons provided by God.

The wealth has been provided. No king
can equip an efficient army and send it forth
to battle without wealth. Millions of dol-
lars are needed, sometimes, to win one
brillisot victory. God's army cannot fight
without wealth, God knew it and so0 pro-
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vided for it. It is only necessary to see

‘this provision for us to take our stand on

some mountain peak and glance over the
rich fields of waving, shining green pasture
covered with flocks of sheep and herds of
cattle, orchards and gardens loaded with
choice fruits, the bountiful provision of
our wise and benignant King. I[n the
distance we behold the eea bearing upon
its bosom  a thoueand eail, awaiting the
| King's command. But, is all this pro-
vided for God'sarmy ? Hcar what he says

—* The silver and the gold are ‘mine.
Every beast of the forest is mine, and the
cattle upon a thoueand hills. I know all
the fowle of the mountains, and the wild
beasts of the field are mine.” There is not
& gem in the earth nor a pearl in the deep
that is not the Lord’s. The gold, silver,
iron and coal mines alike belong to the
Church’s General. In a word the earth is
his, and the fulness thereof the sea and they
that dwell therein. lofidels may gather

_this, and misers hoard it up ; but it must

flow into the treasury of the Lord. The
Lord holds the key of the treasury, and
when he needs a-million or two million of
dollars for any purpose he has only to reach
forth the hand and take it. He metes it
out to his army as he sees they need it.
At times we loog for more ; but it is only
when we break the ranks and attempt to
out-run our Leader, When we march as
God marches and fight as He would have
ue, we have enough and to spare.

God could of course, in a month or a
day, endow our Colleges and fill our For-
eign and Home Missionary treasuries to
overflowiog, but it would be paying us in
advance, and the motto of the Great King
is, ** Take therefore no thought for the
morrow, for the morrow shall take thought
for the things of iteelf, Sufficient unto the
day ie the evil therenf. Let ue remember
then that all we have, and are, belong to
the Lord, and when he wants our gold or
silver, He will take it whether given
willingly or not.

III. The Church should expect great
things, because of great foretastes., Great
blessings bestowed upon the Church or
great victories won by the army of Christ
are foretastes of greater blessings or victo-
ries awaiting it ; great blessings have been
poured upon the Church during the past
year or two, and it would seem as if God
were saying to her now, ** Lift up thine
eyes round about and see ; all they gather

{ themselves together, they come to thee;

thy sons shall come from far, and thy

Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them
stretch forth the curtains of thine habita
tions, spare not lengthen thy cords and
strengthen thy stakes, for thou shalt break
forth on the right hand and on the left.’
There are times when God eays to his
Chaurch, * Be still,” and he keeps her in
the valley, but it is oanly for a season, and
on purpose that he may show her great
things. As soon as she is prepared to see
them bé says, * Come with me from
Labanon my spouse, with me from Labanon,
look from the top of the Amana, from the
top of Shenir.” And as she rides up in
ber chariot of love, she sees the past, en-
Joys the present and, with her eye of faith,
scans the future. The past gives her joy,
the present fills her with delight, but oh,
how the soul swelle with raptare as it
views, by faith, the future. She sees
earth’s teeming millions lying befare her,
no longer slaves to sin, no longer trodden
down with the iron heel of barbarism, no
longer groaning beneath the yoke of the
devil, but redeemed, and rejoicing in the
liberty of the sons of God. She sees the
blood-strined banner of Prince [.nmanuel
floating proudly from every mountain
beight, and from the plains of Burmah,
the deserts of Africa, the wild regnons of
the North, the lsles of the sea and the
mountains of Siam,—yes, even from the
degraded. wretched, spongy Barmese ; she
sees a glorious host, conquered and led
willing captives of the King of Kings. In
the distance beyood she sees the conquer-
ing host baskiog in the sunlight and glery
of heaven. And while in this exalted posi-
tion she hears the one universal triumphant
song— Unto him that loved us, and washed
us from our sine in his own blood, and
bath made us kings aod priests unto God
and hie Father, to him be glory and do-
minion forever and ever.” In this con iec-
tion we could almost sing,—

" Tbero is a delightful clcarness now,
.dy clouds ef doubt are gone;
Fled is my former darkuess, too,
My tears are all withdrawn.

Short is the passage, short the space,
Between my home avd me;
There, then behold the radiant

How near the mansions be !”

Should not the Charch, having these

place,

promises, provisions and foretastes, expect

daughters shall be nursed at thy side.—

great things from the Lord. Would it be

possible for God to give greater and more

encouraging promises ? Could he make

more ample provision? Should not past

blessings lead us to expect greater blessings

in the future? What are our expectations

this moment my brethren? What do we

expect to be the results of our Home

Mwsionary enterprice? - The ory is often

raised, ** Nova Seotia for Christ.” Do we

expect it? Some of us are laboring with

poor feeblo Churches, and are ready to cry

at times ** By whom shall Jacob arise, for he

ie small?" Do we expect to see them rise,

and flourish like the garden of the Lord ?

What are our expectations as regards our

foreign field? Two years ago the enthu-

siastic ory was raised ‘¢ Siam” or *¢ The

Karens of Siam for Christ.” That bas

proved a failure and the ery comes forth

to-day, ** Teloogoo for Christ.” Do we

really expect that the millions who inhabit

Coconada and the bank of the beautiful

Godavery, would become willing subjects to

Christ. What are our expeetations with

regard to our educational enterprise ? Some

are afraid that the little *¢ Child of
Providence”—now a full grown son or
dauglue? of the Highest, which has been
supported by prayer and free-will offerings
for years, is about to be swallowed by a
Provincial University. Do not past bless-
ings on our College at Wolfville, speak of
larger blessings in store for it? Have not
its profeseors and teachers enjoyed rich
foretastes of God's loving kindoess and
goodness during the past years? Methinks
1 hear them answer, Yes. Then let us ex-
pect a great and glorious future for it wad
them. Let me remind you, my beloved
brethren, that whatever our expectations
way be, the Churches’ highest expectations
can be only realized by waiting upon God.

¢ My soul wait thou only upon God ; for
my expectation is from him.” ¢ Wait on
the Lord ; be of good courage and he shall
strengthen thine heart, wait, I say on the
Lord—they that wait upon the Lord shall
renew their strength ; they shall mount up
with winge as eagles ; they shall run and
not be weary; they shall walk and not
faint.

Not being a classical scholar, I asked the
learned President of Acadia College the
meaning of the word wait in this verse.
lo a letter just received he says :—*¢ Wait
geuerdlly means trusting, hoping. After
quoting Conant, Hengstenburg and others,
he says:—** The lesson of the passage
seems to be the blessing of resttul silence
with the Lord. That is the position the
Cburch must occupy if she would obtain
great things from God. Trusting, hoping
with a ** restful silence” in the Lord.—
Silence is often more eloquent and power-
ful than speech. A rare illustration of
the power of silence is in the story told
of Aminias who appeared as an advocate
for his brother ZHschylus, who was accused
and likely to be condemmed todie. Aminias,
haviog performed grept services, and merit-
ed highly of the commoowealth, in whose
service he had lost one of his hands, cut off
in the field, came into the court in his
brother’s behalf and said nothiog, but only
lifted up fhe stump of his arm, the sight
of which so moved them that, without a
word said, they freed his brother immedi-
ately. The silent tears of a loving mother
will often pierce the obdurate heart of a
wayward son, We need not, however,
repeat ietances like these, when we have
the most powerful illustration in the silent
eloguence of that blood which speaketh
better things than that of Abel. 1f we
would prevail with God, my brethren, let
us grasp these promises and provisions and
clothe ourselves with them as with a
garment, bind them about ue as a bride
doth, and leaning on the bright foretastes
received, enter the Audience Chamber of
the great King and prove him in restful
silence and see if our expectations will
pot be fully realized.

 @orvespondence.

For the Christian Messenger.
HANTSPORT SABBATH SCHOOL.

DEar Sir,

It was my privilege to be present at the
last quarterly review of the Baptist Sabbath
School of this plice. Certainly it was one
of the best that I ever witnessed. It would
be difficult to say who performed their part
best. where all did so well.

From the Superintendent down to the
*¢ little ones” who were 80 noble and dis-
tinet in their beautiful recitations, every-
thing was equal if not in advance of the
best schools wbxcb it has been my privilege
to visit.




