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BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1875,

INTERNATIONAL SERIES.

Sunpay, November Tth, 1857.--The Work
of the Spirit.—Jobn xvi, 7-14,

GorpeN Texr.—*‘* He shall teach you all
things.” Jobhn xiv. 26.

ANALYSIS.— L. The expediencyof Christ’s
going away. Ve. 7. [1. The object of the
Holy Spirit's coming. Vs. 8-14.

Tax Hory SpirIT in point of order, of
office, and of work is the Third Person of
the Trimty. The Father plans, the Son
executes, the Holy Spirit applies the
achievement of a finished redemption. An
equality of pature, therefore, does not
binder an inequality, or Jiversity, in re-
spect of relation to this wonderful resuit.
The disciples of Christ, not as yet deeply
initiated into the mysteries of the unfold-
ing plan of salvation, receive the prediction
of their Master’s departure with the pro-
foundest sorrow. They know little or
nothing of that other divine personality
who was to enter their souls as comfort and
conviction, and whose coming would ex-
pand its fulfilment of promised blessing
** over the whole church and through all
ages.”’ They understand not the expedi-
ency of their loss of the Messiah in the

ExposiTION. — Verse T.— Nevertheless.
The same word in the Greek is in verse 6
more exactly translated * but.” It intro-
duces a contrast and correction. ** Sorrow
bath filled your hearts” at my words,
‘“’but [you ought not to feel sorrow bat
joy rathery for] I tell you,” ete. 1 tell you
the truth ; that is, in what I am about to
fay in the next clause. This reminds us of
Heb. vi. 17, 18, and is spoken to increase
the apostle’s assurance in that which on
its face seemed not only improbable, but
utterly impossible and atsurd. It is ea-
pedient for you that I go away. To the
Fatber, etc., he had already explained
such separation as’ exposed them to univer-
sal contempt, and crushed out_ their every
hope of worldly power and empire in and
through him. Yet his withdrawal in just
this way he strangely, strongly declares is
for their interest, advantage, good—a cause
not of sorrow, as being a permanent bereave-
ment ; but rather of joy, as increasing their
felicity. The pronoun *- I” is emphatic in
contrast with * Comforter.” * I, the
Christ after the flesh.” 2 Cor. v. 16.
* For.”’ He treats them as ** friends,”
Dot as ‘‘ servants ” explaining Aow his de-
parture will be for their good, after ds.
euring them that it will. If 1 go not
away, the Comforter will not come unto
you. It was determined that he should go
away ; but this does not prevent him from
conceiving of a failure to go, and of the
consequences of the failure. Just so does
Holy Scripture depict the consequences of
8 Christian’s apostasy, though it teaches
that the true Chbristian will not apostatize.
““ The Comforuiﬁ” the Paraclete, whose
coming hed been promised already. xiv.
16 26 ; xv. 26. The Spirit was to be, and
is a kind of advocate, taking up for God's
people their cause, and managing it for
them here in this world, counseling, guid.-
ing, strengthening, comforting. * But if I
depart, 1 will send him unto you. 7The de-
parture of Christ was the completion of the
Atonement, the purchase of salvation. The
Spirit’s operation and abode in man was to
apply the atonement, and convey its re-
sults. Hence that departure had need to
precede the Spirit’s coming. Chriet eays,
* 1 will send,” as having authority.

Verse 8.— And when he is come, he will
reprove [convince)] the werld of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment. The
Spirit should come lo God's children, and
should convince the world. This must be
the world of wicked men in distinction
from saints, as the use of the term world al
through these chapters proves. The world
and the saints were two parties in sharp
antagonism, as the world and Christ had
been, and were. Vs. 20; gvii. 6-19. The
Spirit’s work as toward the world of wicked
men is presented here as simply that of

conviction, and thus single. But this con-

viction is progressive and threefold. This |

is the statement of a theme which is un.

.folded very briefly, but regularly, in what

follows. The aim of Christ is not here to
give a complete statement of the Spirivs
work.

Verse 9.— Of sin, because they believe
notonme, The word ** they "’ here means

. the individuale that make up the mass

which in verse 8 is ealled ** the world,”

and which is put in contrast to * you,”
that is, to Christians. ¢ Believe not” is

the Holy ‘Spirit, as the author of man’s
"holiness, and the Spirit of truth, as the
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8 phrase which expresses the permanentand
universal characteristic of each and all who
make up the world just as to believe is
the permanent univereal characteristic of
eainte. The word ‘¢ because’ presents
this unbelief, not as merely a form of sin,
but as that which constitutes sin in its
deepest roots, and from which epring the
innumerable brood of sins, and of which
all sins are somehow but manifestations
Not believing is a positive state of heart as
toward God, a rejection, as faith is an ac.
ceptance. Christ, not God" absolutely, is
the object of this rejection, because God
presents himeelf to men in the person of
Christ for rejection or acceptance. [n
every way in which the Spirit holds and
keeps Christ before the world, it convinces
the world, it gives the world the sufficient
evidence of the radical sinfuloess, and
hence the utter ruin ot the world in its re-

jeetion of that Christ.

Verse. 10.—[And] of righteousness, be-
cause 1 go to my Father, and ye see me no
more. The ** righteousness '’ here meant
is said to bave been Christ's own personal
holiness, or perfection of character. Doubt-
less it was this, and yet he does not say
‘“ my righteousness,” *‘ my integrity,” as
though the great thing was for him to be
vindicated. [lis righteousness in going to
the Father was exercised and manifested,
and came out in a work, and this work was
vicarious—a sacrifice for us in our place
and stead ; and eo the personal righteous-
neess ceases to be regarded by Jesus as his
own, and is spoken of generically as
“ RIGRTEOUSNESS.” See Rom. iii. 21-26.
In the same ways in which the Spirit keeps
before the world evidence of the world's
sin, it also keeps before the world the evi-
dence of this saving righteousness.

Verse 11.—[And] of judgment, because
the prince of this world is judged. This
world,” that is, the world of wicked men.
[ts ¢ prince” is Satan, the ruler in the
kingdom of wickedness. Christ’s arch-
enemy. This prince *‘is judged,” not
shall be, that is, 1n the death of Christ, by
which his ‘¢ bead ” was  bruised,” hie
dominion broken. The atonement was like
the guiding pillar of the Exodus, blackness
toward confirmed enemies, light toward
God’s people—judgment, curse, -and con-
demnation toward the persistently rebell-
ious—the Satan-party.

Verse 12. — Many things, ete. Respect-
ing the doetrines of grace, which eould
not be understood until after his death, to
which they related.

Verse 13 — The Spirit of truth. Called

revealer to man of the truth of the gospel,
and not simply because of his own persunal
holiness and truthfulness, Wi/l guide you.
They using their own natural powers, and
#0 coming gradually into the truth. AU
[the] truth ; that is, the gospel in its com-
pleteness, as needed for man’s salvation.
Shall not speak of himself, ete. Shall not
act as a separate agent to bring in some-
thing new, and without relztion to the work
and counsel of God, as ehown espeeially in
Christ. How sure should be our trust in
the written word, given us by the Spirit.
Will show you things to come. The out-
come of redemption in this world and the
next. See this in the book of Revelation.

Verse 14.— He shall glorify me, eote. To
the aposties and New Testament prophets
this. promise was fulfilled in the way of
revelation aond inspiratiomn; to us in the
way of illumination, or the preparation of
beart by which :0“hnderstand the spiritual
thinge of the Bible.

QuesTioNs.—OF whom is our lesson a
study ? Who plans our redemption ? Who
excoutes it ? ho applies it ? For what
are the disciples sorrowful ?

Ve. 7. Why was it desirable for Christ
to leave the world? 'What is the meaning
of Comforter? What do the words ** |
will send ” illustrate ? Is the Holy Spirit
ever called God? Aets v, 3, 4 ; 2 Cor. iii.
17. Areanydivineactionsascribed to him ?
Acts x. 19 ; xiii. 2; zv. 28; 1 Cor. ii. 11;
Rom, viii. 26 ; Eph. iv. 30. -

Ve, 8. What do the words ** when he is
come ” indicate? Meaning of ** reprove 7"’
In what three respects does the Holy Spirit
cocvince‘the world ?

Vs. 9. Isthere a greater sin than unbelief
in Jesus Christ? What kiod of a dispo-
sition have unbelievers towaed God ? Ans,
An absolutely rebellious, perverse, and self-
righteous one, Heb. iii. 7-15.

Ve. 10. In what character did Christ go
to Gud? 1 Jobhn ii. 1.

Vs. 12. Had Christ already taught his
disciples as they were prepared to under-
stand ? Mark iv. 33, Do the Epistlee
teach truth not found in the Gospels? Ans.

No. They unfold truth already received
from Jesus.

Vs. 13. What is meant by * guide you
into all truth’’? What by the worde ** he
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eball not epeak of himself?” What by
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“ ghow you things to come”? Ans. The
visions of the Apecalypse ; and indeed every-
thing pertaining to the kingdom of God, in
time and eternily.

Vs. 14. If spiritualism does not honor
Christ, can the Holy Spirit be in it? See
1 Cor. xii. 3.

HOMILETICAL HELPS.

John xvi. The Gospel of John deale
with the Divine side of Christianity. The
terrible conflict waging in our world be-
tween sin and holiness is traced to its
source, in the league of the powers of hell
against the powers of beaven. It seews
impossible; with this Gospel in the bands,
to deny the Deity of Jesus. It seems
equally impossible to deny the trinity of
persons in the Divine nature.

Verse 7.—~The Saviour did not comfort
with deceptive hopes, nor soothe griefs by
empty words. The personality of the
Spirit is =e real as that of Jesus, and his
work ae direct and important. y

Verse 8.—Religion is not self-culture, or
the development of latent forces in the
soul, or the result of reflection. It is born
of the Holy Spirit working in the heart,
and giving vital power to truth,

Verse 9.—The final doom of men turns
on their relation to Jesus: ‘¢ He that
believeth not the Son shall not see lite, but
the wrath of God abideth on him."’

Verse 10.—Righteousness is born of a
view of Christ’s completed work. His de-
parture was needed to finish his own work,
no less than to secure the Spirit’s aid.

Verse 11.—The prince ot the world has
no part in Christ, and his followers have no
place in Christ’s kingdom.

Verse 12.—The young disciple lacks the
insight of a ripe Chiistian, and lacks also
strength to do and suffer.

Verse 13.—The divine plan leads to per-
fection. Pilgrims may struggle in the
Slough of Despond, and have hard battles
with Apollyon ; but they cannot fail of the
Delectable Mountains or the Celestial City.

Verse 14.—Jesus is the central truth
and life of Christianity, and those born of
the Spirit recognize and rejoiee in the faet.
The bistory of Christian experience for
eighteen centuries atteets the truth of
Jesus’ promise. lo the Book of Revela-
tiun worship is directed to the Lamb, and
he leads the host to victory,

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher.

Sunpay, November 14th, 1875.—Jesus
Interceding.~—John xvii. 10-21.

Houths’ Departmnt,

THE ART OF NOT-HEARING.

The art of Not-Hearing should be taught
in every well-regulated family. It is full
as important to domestic happiness as a
cultivated ear, for which e0 much money
and time are expended. There are mso
many thiogs which it is paioful to hear,
wany which we ought not to hear, very
many whioh if beard will disturb the tem-
per, corrupt simplicity and modesty, detract
from contentment and happiness, —that
every one should be educated to take in
or shut out eounds, according to his
pleasure. ' _

If a man falls into & violent passion and
calls me all manner of names, the first
word shuts my ears, and I hear no more. If,
in my quiet voyage of life, I find myself
caught 1n one of thoee domestic whirlwinde
of scolding, I shut my ears, as a sailor
would furl his sails, and, making all tight,
scld before the gale. Ifa hot and restless
man begins to inflame my feelings, I con-
sider what mischief these sparks might do
in the magazine below, where my temper is
kept, and instantly close the door.

Does a gadding, mischief-making fellow
begin to inform me what people are say-
ing about me, down drops the porteullis of
wy ear, and he cannot get in any farther,
Does the callector of & neighborhood scan-
dal task my ear as a warehouse, it in-
stinctively shats up. Some people feel
very anxious 80 bear everyghing that will
vex and annoy them. Il it is hinted that
any one has spoken ill of them, they eet
about searebing the matter and finding it
out. Ifall the petty things said of one by
heedless or ill-natured idlers were to be
brought home to him, he would become a
mere walkiog ' pincushion, stuck full of
sbarp remarks, | should as soon thank a
man for emptying on my bed a bushel of
pettles, or setting loose a swarm of mosqui-
toes in my chamber, or raising a pungent
dust in my house generally, as to bring
upon me all the tattle of careless or spite-
ful people. If you would be bappy when
among good men, open your ears: when
among bad, shut them. And as the throat
hasge muscular :mn‘oment by which it

: - S S
takes care of the air-paseages of its own ae-
o.rd,so the ears should be trained to anauto-
matic dulloess of hearing ! It is not worth
while to hear what your servants say when
they are angry ; what your children eny
after they have slammed the door; what a
beggar says whom you have rejected from
your door ; what your neighbore say about
your children ; what your rivals say about
your business, or your dress.

This art of not hearing, though not
taught in the schools, is by no means un-
known, or unpractised in society. I have
noticed that a well-bred woman never
hears an impertinent or a valgar remnrk.
A kind of discreet deafness raves one from
many insults, from much blame, from not
a little apparent connivance in dishonorable
conversation.

There are two doors inside my ears, a
right-hand door leading to the heart, and a
left-hand door, with a broad and steep pas.
sage, leaading out into the open air. This
last door receives all ugliness, vulgarity
mischiel-making, which suddenly find
themselves outside of me.

Judicious teachers and indulgent parents
save young urchins & world of trouble by a
convenient deafoess. Bankers and brokers
often are extremely bard of hearing, when
unsafe borrowers are importunate. I never
hear a man who runs after me in the street
bawling my name at the top of his voice ;
nor those who talk evil of those who are
absent ; nor those who give me unasked
advice abcut my own affairs; nor those
who talk largely about things of which
they are ignorant.

If there are sounds of kindness, of mirth,
of love, open fly my ears! But temper,
or harshness, or batred, or vulgarity, or
flattery, shuts them. If you keep your
garden gate shut, your flowers and fruit
will be safe. If you keep your doors closed
no thief will run off with your mlver; and
if you keep your ears shut, you heart will
lose neither its flowers nor its treasures.

e . - .-

THE HOT TEACHER.

“ I'm.awful hot,” said she, as she took
her place in her class. Heat is contagious
and the way she looked and spoke made all
her girls bot, till perspiration seemed visible
all around the class. ** It was too hot to
study, last week wasn’t it, girls?” This
was of course,the unanimous opinion of the
the girls. ‘¢ Have you been out of town
Jennie 7’ wae the next question. Then
Jennie gave an elaborate accuunt of how she
hadn’t been out of Town yet, but how ber
trunks were packed ready to go on Monday
morping. She said she wished pa could
bave gone Saturday, and then ste might
have saved the bother of coming to this
bot Sunday-school to-day. Then the other
girls got into a free conversativo about their
goings for the sumaier, and it turned out
that pearly all of them were going, and
that the teacher was going too. So the
teacher eaid that as nearly all the claes
would be away, she wouldn’t take the
trouble to-sece if she could get any other
teacher just for the few who would come,
and that they might just as well stay at
bome, or else go into somebody elee’s class
while she was gone, and she wou!d be gone
pretty much all summer. And then she
wound up by saying, ** 0,0, 0! 1'm sy
bot !”” And that is about all that wasdone
in that class that afternoon. The superin-
tendent thinks that teacher might as well
stay out of town althogether, when she
goes.— Christian at Work.

- ———

LIFE LENGTHENED.

1. Cultivate an equal temper ; wany &
man has fallen dead in a fit of passions.

2. Eatregular, not over thrice a day, and
nothing between meals,

3. Go to bed at regular bours. Get up
as soon as you wake of yourself and do not
sleep in the daytime, at least not longer
than ten minutes before noon.

4. Work always by the day and not by
the job.

5. Stop working befure you are very
much tired—belofe you are ** fagged out.”

6. Cultivate a generous and an accum-
modating temper.

7. Never croes a bridge before you come
to it, this will save half the trouble of life.

8. Never-eat when you are not hungry,
nor driok when you are not thirsty.

9. Let your appetite come always unin-
vited.

10. Cool off in & place warmer than the
one in which you bave been exercising ; this
simple rule would prevent inealculable sick-
nesse, and save millions of lives every year.

“11. Never resist a call of pature for a
single moment,

12. Never allow yourself to be chilled

o \
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through and through ; it is this which des-
troys 80 many every year in a few day's
sickness, from pneumonia, called by some
lung fever, or inflamation of the lungs.

Whosoever drinks no liquide at meals
will add years of pleasurable existence to
his lite. Of cold or warm drinke the for-
mer are the most pernicious ; drinking at
meals induces persons to eat more than they
otherwise would, as any one can verify, by
experiment, and it is excees in eating which
devastates the land with sickness suffering
and death.

14. After fifty years of age, if not a day
labourer, the sedentary persons after forty,
should eat but twice a day, in the morning
and about four in the afternoon ; persons
can soon acocustom themselves to a seven
hour iuterval between eating thus giving
the stomach rest ; for every organ without

‘adequate rest will ¢ give out * prematurely.

15. Begin early to live under thé benign
influences of the Christian religion, for it
has the promiee of the life that now is, and
of that which is to come.” Hall’s Journal.

—~—o——

THE SABBATH SCHOOL, A GAR-
DEN.

A childrens Sermon by Rev. Dr. Mo~
Auslane of Finsbury chapel, London {rom a
report in the London Baptist:

After the hymn, **Singing for Jesus,”" the
Doctor arose, and,addressing the scholars as
** My dear young friends,”” he prooeceded to
give them their sermon,which was indeed all
for themselves. He said he wanted to talk
to them that morning about a garden, s
thing with which they were all more or lese
familiar, and to compare the Sunday-school
to a garden. He might referio any school
but he would take their own in particular,

and the first thing he wanted them to
remember was:— ,

1. A garden may be made beautiful.—

Suppose it were winter, and they took a
walk with him into a garden. They would
find the ground hard, they would not be

able perhaps to see many flowers, the fruit .

trees would be all bare, and the atmosphere
cold and chilly. It would not look very
beautiful, and they would not care to stay
there very long. But then that garden
might be made beautiful ; the bard ground
might become soft, those vacancies might
be filled with flowers, the trees might be
clothed with leaves and fruit, and the gar-
den become altogether very beautiful. So
with = Sunday-echool. There were many
things in Sunday-schools he did not like to
see. There is a little boy, and he basa
very bard beart ; but it can be made soft.
There is a little girl, she is proud ; bat she
can be made humble. There is a boy with
a temper like a lucifer mateh ; if you just
touch it, it ie all o & blsze in & moment.

But all this can be altered, and the Sanday .

school may be made very beautiful. s

2 But if a garden is to be made beautiful
the cultivation must begin at the right time_
—Having referred to the need ol observing
the proper time for plaoting and broughs
out that generally the spring-time—early
in the year—wae the best, he asked when
is the best time to begin to make the
Sunday-school beautiful?  Next year?
Next mooth ? Next Saunday? No ; now is
the best time to begin. It was sin that
de~troyed the beauty of the Sunday-school ;
and sin was like a river, which - was small
at its commencement, and might be turned
with ease theo ; but whieh, further on ite
course, defied all their efforts. Or like a
stome at the top ol & mountain, which,
when it was once set agoing down the
mountain side, must be stopped at once, or
it might oot be stopped at all. Sin pre.
vents a Sunday-school being beautiful, and
the sooner they dealt with it the better.
This made the infant class such an impor.
tant part of the Sunday-sehool.

3. If a garden is to be made beawtiful, it
must be aLL cultivated.—Suppose they bad
a garden divided into two sides, aod five
beds on each side. Suppose tbey cultivate
one side, and let the other alone. The gar-
den would not lovk very beautiful thas.
Or suppose they cultivate three beds on
cither side and let the other two alone,
That would not do. * No ; they muet culti-
vate tbe wholeofit. Soof theSunday-school.
Say, there is a clase, the scholars all come re-
gularly and in good time, and are very atten-
tive. Well he should call that a well-calti-
vated bed. But hereis another class, where

‘the scholars are irregular, Jate, and inat-

tentive, and that spoils the beauty of the
school. He was in the cemetry the other
day; where his predecessor, Dr. Fletcher,

was buried ; and, as he always did when °
| there he went to look at the monument thas

had been placed there to his memory. He
noticed wo ugly stain upon the monument,
which spoils its beauty ; but it was in (he'
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