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Voruxrtary rirnes —Tithe.giving 
has, for several yeers, buen practised by 
by many of the native Christians con- 
pocted with the American Mission 
among the Marathas, ‘In this way a 
number of the churches, especially in 
the Abmedouggur Distriet, have been | 
able to raise about one-half of the 
salaries of their respective pastors, 
locking to the Mission to supply the 
remainder in the : hape’of a grant.in- 
aid. The Church in Sholapore, how. 
ever, in convection with the same 
Mission, has begun to support its pas. 
tor entirely, 
extended to a yOUng wad tO assume 
the pastorate, the Church wembers 
offered the total amount of their 
tithes, be it less or more, for his sup. 
port. This is, we beleve, the first 
stance in Western lodia, in which a 
pative Chore bas asumed 1hé whole 

EpvcaTiox IX Jarax.-—A report 
recectly published br Mr. Watson, her 
Majesty's Secretary of Legation at 
Yedo, proves that, at least the 
matter of education, the Japanese are 
carryiog out to the full their oon'em. 
plated reform. In i5¥ year 1572 mn 
Aot was passed by which the coumtry 
was mapped out 1610 wren edooation. 
al circuite. Since that nme 1,799 
rivate schools and 5.650 pebtdic schools 
ie been established at which SSS. 
43 boys and 109.637 gris attend 

Add to this number the 50, 00( 
who are receiving instruction in the | 
higher schools, and we have a total of 
480,000 young Japanese, or ove in 
sixty-eight of the entire population, 
who bave already taken advsutage ol 
the system prescribed by the Govern. | 
ment. At Yedo the educational es. | 
tablishments now actualy in operation | 
are the ** Dai Gakko,” or university, | 
the ** Go Gukko,” or school for ine | 
struction in foreign languages, the 
“ Shi Ham Gakko,” or normal school | 
for the instruction of Japanese teach | 
ers, besides a principal female school | 
and several preparatory schools. -. The 
education given at all Government 
schools and colleges is entirely secular, 
“#0 far as it is consistent with the 
fundamental tenets of the Shinto faith,” | 
and, baving due regard to the pros. | 
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elytizing zeal of Kuropeans, it is or | 
dered that no Christian divine is to be | 
admitted to the rank of teacher. 

HOME MISSION. 

FROM REV..D. FREEMAN 
HOME MISSIONARY AGENT, 

Having accepted the appointment 
made by the Board, [ expect to enter | 
upon the agency for the Home Mission. | 
ary Union, as soon as necessary ar- | 
‘rangements can be Wade for leaving | 
the field where I have been laboring. | 
I hope to be ready by the eud of the | 
first week in January, This Society | 
has a great work upon its hands, and | 
if sustained by the members of the 
churches, its importance will soon ap- 
sear, not only iu the salvation of souls, 
but in multiplying our.resources for 
promoting the kingdom of Christ in the 
world. If we are vot called upon now 
to make special efforts to originate new 
mission fields at howe, we are certain. 
ly called on to occupy those who have 
already been opened to us, 80 that mis- 
sion grounds may chrystalize into con. 
geries of churches, and those destitute | 

Avoall™ was last year | 
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| some of the larger churches and solicit 
. aid, But if each church will establish 

Mission it will save the time of the 
agent, encourage the managers, and 

' gladden the heart of many a poor 
brother toiling in destitute fields, 

| Yours truly, 
D Freemans, 

| Canning, Dec. 30, 1874, 

 P. 8,=Though.under. the direction 
' of the B@ard, we shall be glad to re. 
| ceive suggestions from any brother as 
to the promotion of our work. 
: 

The Christian Fl essenger, 
| 
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Mf HAPPY YEW YEJR TO JLL. 

We bave now fairly entered upon 
—ranother period of this world's history. | 

The earth we inhabit has takén a new 
departure in its series of revolutions 
around its great centre point, the sun— 
our source of light and heat. Having 
completed its 18741L journey since the 
birth of our Lord, it commences its 
187 5th with-all the millions of inhabi. 
tants upon its surface, hurrying on at a 
rate of which few of us can form any 
eanception. 

For convenience we divide time into 
eycles which we call years, and wuich 
wre the really natural division of the 
“ fragment of etervity,” which belongs 
to this our world, aud which we call 
Time. It will, ere very long, come to 
au end. The portion alotted to each 
individual will certainly soon reach its 
appointed limit, 5 

systematic contributions for the Home 
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Whilst permitted to live upon this | 
earth ‘it is our high privilege to have 
opportunities of helping each other in 
preparation for the boundless period 
beyond,to which all are destined, This 
‘we may do by commending Jesus 
Christ and his salvation to our fellow. 
men. If heaven is ours we may be 
comparatively indifferent as to how 
many of these briefer fragments of time, 
which we call years, are allotted to us; 
but finding our happiness in seeking 
the well-being of others we may rejoice 
in anticipation of future blessedness in 
the bright world above. 

So- again we commence the year 
. wishing to all our readers a Happy 
| New Year, 
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The eyesot the blind shalt see ont ot 
obscnvity.~Moadab xxix, 18, 

Ono Monday evening a very ioter- 
esting baptismal service was held in 
connection with the Gerrish Hall Bap- 

A request had 
been mude for the use of the Ba 
tistery ~of Granville Street Church: 

- which _wak readily granted. Rew, J, 
I". Avery there baptized ten persons, 
four of them—three young men and 
ove yourg womun——were inmates of the 
Blind Asylum, some of these were of 
Baptist parentage, but bad read the 
scriptures for themselves. It was most 
affecting to see them going so joytully, 

the hand, to this act of obedience 
to their Lord and Saviour. Shut out 
from the light of day, they had re- 
ceived light from heaven und rejoiced 
in believing that Christ bad given them 
the light of life. 
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feeble churches may be vursed so us 
to grow up into a state of indepen- | 
dence aud helpfulness. Our first great 
need is men to occupy our desiitute 
fields. We need to pray the Lord of 
the harvest “to send forth laborers,” 
We need to encourage the promising 
gilts of the gaihinl members of the | 
churches. Huviog secured the men 
and located them in our destitute fields 
we peed the assistance of the stronger 
churches to supplement what may be 
required for their permanent support, 
Or if those young brethren require 
culture to fit them for their work, that 
they be encouraged to avail them- 
selves at least of the instruction in the 
theological department of Acudia Cul. 
lege. For this, if for no other reason, 
our regently appointed teacher in that 
department, Rev. D, M. Welion, »hou d 
be sustained. 

I have not yet decided at what point 
first % enter the field. Cuwberl ud 
aud Colchester bave been spoken of 
as neediog attention. 1 shall be glad 
to hear from any brethren in those 
counties, e \peciully from the ministerivg 
brethren there, aud to receive any hins 
that may be of service to the Board 
and to myself. : 

The funds of the Society also are in 
a low state, and should be replenished 
to enable the Bourd to fulfil their ob. 
ligations. In order to this itis proba. 
ble that at an carly date I may visit 
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[tis at all timesea proper exercise 
for mortal man dependent on the God 

"of Heaven to be calling ou Him for 
lelp and blessing. The christian must 
ulways be in the spirit of prayer, if not 

"in the attitude of supplication, What. 
ever other habit he may have contract. 
ed ke is ro follower of Christ if he 
has not a habit of looking up to his 
| Heavenly Father for daily support and 
direction, 

In some respects all weeks are alike, 
and prayer is as proper for one as 
for another, but the first week of the 
New Year hus now, for several years 
pust, been specially consecrated by 
christian people for this purpose, and 
a bave cowe together for prayer 
and intercession in larger numbers, 

| Blessings have descended on churches 
' wod families; and each year has renewed 
the desire for the observance of the 
Week of Prayer, Whilst we write ten 

| thousaud hearts are enguged in intense 
| devotion nud uniting their petitions at 
thy throue of grace, We trust that 
| dosaers muy descend speedily, aod in 
larger measure, 
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Rev. Dr. Day writes : * Please ac- 
knowledge the receipt by us of $25.00 
from Truro Baptist Church, per Wm, 
Cummings, ror for our Professors 
Salary, and $10.00 from Ellershouse 
Baptist Church, for Home Missions, 
per Rev. J. H. Robbins, 

REVIEW AND OUTLOOK, 

The commencement of another year 
furnishes a fit oppoitunity for review 
and outlook, 

REVIEW. 

Political matters belong not to our 
sphere. Yet the transactions of the 
past year, both iu the mother country 
and io this Pominion, suggest the pro. 
priety of one remark. The frequency 
of corrupt practices in connection with 
electoral bodies, sometimes amounting 
to burefaced bribery, led to the enact. 
ment of stringent laws, to be adminis. 
tered by impartial judges, The result 
is, that men of all political creeds have 
been brought under the lash of the 
law, no purty being perfectly pure; 
and there is good reason to hope that 
henceforth * bribery and corruption ” 

| will be so generally held to be intamous 
thatthey willbe thoroughly stamprd ous. 

sen and land, have been numerous, 
‘among them the famine in India 
stands out if sad prominence, Dat it 
afforded occasion for a display of the 
blessedness of good government, By 
the wisdum id energy of our Indian 
administration the suffering cow monly 
‘attendant on such a visitation was 
much alleviated. Food was given to 
the starving, and remunerative employ - 
ment was found for all who were able 
and willing to work, so that the storm 
passed away without iuflicting very 
serious injury, though not without iu 
curring un immense expenditure for 
the purchase of the means of relief 
As a contrast; let the state of Persia be 
considered, Two years ago a similar 
calamity befel that country: but the 
government adopted vo measures for 
the help of the people. They died by 
tens of thousands, and a million and 
half of human lives were at Jength sucris 
ficed, while Mohammedans looked on, 
did nothing, and ex:laimed, ** It is the 
will of God.” 
On the ecclesiastical side much that 

is noteworthy has occurred, 
The spread of ritualistic tendencies in 

England, productive of practices for. 
eign to the nature and design of Chris. 
tianity, and paving the way tor sub. 
misgion to Rome, has been long viewe 
with anxiety by the friends of Kvan- 
gelical Protédtuntism. A seasonable 
and powerful prticle in the Contempor. 
ary RevidpQerdorober. eptithad » Mire 
ualism and Ritual,” and written by 
the R'ght Honourable W. E. Glad. 
stone, 9 forth the perils incident to 
the success of the ritualistic policy, 
particularly in counection with its 
Romish proclivities. The excitement 
occasioned by this exposure was still 
further intensified by the publica ion 
of a pamphlet by Mr. Gladstone, en- 
titled ** The Vatican Decrees,” in 
which he furnishes proof und illustra. 
tion of the assertion he had previously 
made, that no one can become a cous 
vert of Rome ** without renouncing his 
moral and mental freedom, and placing 
his civil loyalty and duty ut the mercy 
of another,” Bundry rejoinders have 
been issued, by Roman Catholic digni- 
taries and others, in which, whila they 
disavow all disloyalty, they claim for 
the Pope a superiority over all rulers, 
and the right to depose any of them 
when, in hs judgment, the said rulers 
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do ‘not govern with wisdom and up- 
rightness. In a recent number of the 
Dublin Review, un “well known Romun 
Catholic organ, it is stoted thut* the 
Pope, in virtue of his ecclesiastical 
office, has the power of deposing any 

fure of that country ”; aud this is de. | 
clared by Baurez, a famous Jesuit | 
writer, to be * a matier of faith.” | 
Periodicals published at Rome, under | 
the very walls of the Vatican, unblush. | 
ingly affirm that the Pope's + Sylla. | 
bus,” in which he denounces modern | 
civilization, is “a law superior to all | 
cther laws,” That the maintenance of | 
such views is adverse to the satety of | 
nations will be at ounce perceived, | 
Protestants are now * forewarned '; | 
it will be their own fault if they are | 

the past has been greatly encour. 
aging. Not only have numerous uo. 
censions to Christian churches blessed 
the labours of the missionaries, but 
many native preachers have given 
themselves to tbe work of evangeliza- 
tion, (some of whom have bechme pas. 
tors) and with gratifying indications of 
success. The indirect influence of 

the withdrawal of numbers from idol. 
atrous services, and in the conviction, 
which is dail vn ag, greater foroe, 

B that heathenism is unworthy of sup. 

Christianity is also powerfully felt, in‘ 

| 

‘sovereign whose government he may | 
consider injurious to the spiritual wel. | 

not also ** forearmeod,” 
The history of missicis during the | 

port and must ultimately fall. When 

_equal to the Colleges of the last gover. 
> 2 ation 

The calamities of the last year; by | his 

Lord's words, as recorded or uttered 
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to this is added thé establishment of 
schools, ‘securing the diffusion of use. 

oh fal knowledge among the young it will 
be sven that the prospects of the mis. 
sionary enterprise are full of promise, 

There have been remarkable revi- 
vals of religion. Tu Great Britain and 
Ireland, the efforts of Messrs, Moody 
and Sankey, the Amerioan Evangel.’ 
ists, have been extensively blessed. 
On this continent, und in our own pro. 
vince, many of the churches havo ex. 
perienced-a divine quickening, and are 
now presenting to the world pleasing 
illustrations of the truth of the Apos. 
tolic assertion, that the gospel is ** the 
power of God unto salvation.” 
The impetus given to edueation 

should” not be overlooked. A healthy 
ambition prevails, lmprovements in 
Common Schools are going on contin. 
ually. Those improvements act on the 
Academies, which are now becoming 

‘And the Colleges are rising 
higher and higher, elevating the stan. 
dards of admission, increasing the 
number of Professors, and dividing 
and subdiviog their labours. The 
small colleges of the first quarter of 
the century will be the thriving Uni. 
versities of the lust quarter, and the 
number of those who separate them: 

selves, that they may “seek and in. 
termeddle with all wisdom” will be 
incrensed beyond-all present means of 
owloulatiops The prophet’s prediction 
will be fulfilled, ** Many shall run to 
wnd fro, aud knowledge shall be in- 
creased." 

Christian union has mada consider. 
able advance. Denominations which 
had been split into parties have re. 
united. Brethren of various religious 
bodies have met and mingled sympu- 
thies, aud enjoyed fellowship with each 
other, still retaining their conscientious 
peculiarities, while illustrating, in the 
fact ot their union, the principles and 
spirit of the Evangelical Alliance. 

OUTLOOK. 

And now, what is the Outlook ? It 
i8 ENCOURAGING, 
True—the greater part of the world 

“lieth in wickedness”; God's church 
being still far in the minority. True— 
the champions of philosophy, ** falsely 
so-called,” because it aims to thrust 
bout God from his own universe, look 
down with contempt on religious men, 
and have become * seducing spirits,” 
 hogoili whctehle wes 

the demon”of intemperance sluys tens 
of thousands yew ly, and governments 
look on with inditference, fearing to 
offend the poisonedealers. True— 
there is a grand conspiracy among the 
ultramontunes wgaiost freedom, oeivil 
and religious, But what of all this? 
“The Lord on high is mightier than 
the noise of miuy waters, yea, thun the 
mighty waves of the sea." There is a 
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nected with educational work, 
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servants “pompass sa and land to 
ghin adherents, the servants of ‘the 
Lord Jusus wust be careful to let no 
occasion of usofulness slip. Let the 
question be often asked; ** What have 
Ll done this day for the Master ? 

It stimulates prayer. The church 
will be usetu! in proportion as she is 
Christian ; and personal Christianity 
does uot cousist in the habit of talking 
orthodoxica'ly. in the measured phrase. 
ology of human standards. It is fel. 
lowship with Christ, being “risen” with 
him. Tt is likeness to Christ, It ie 
being ** joined to the Lord "—** of one 
spirit.” It is believing all that Christ 
has said, personally or by his servants, 
yielding. the heart to the influence of 
those holy words, and putting all into 
practice. This is not the higher life, 
of which some people talk, not very 
wisely. There is nothing higher than 

| the godliness of the New Testament, 
which every believer on earth is bodnd 
to exemplify, And “all things are 
possible to him that believeth,” and 
who * prays alway, with all prayer and 
supplication in the spirit,” Hy who 
asks most of God, and prays * io faith, 
nothing wavering,” will reesive most, 

Let us resolve, in the strength of 
the Lord, that wo will live the gospel, 
in all the fulness of its meaning. Lot 
us be true to our resolves—and then 
the latter end of the year 1875 will be 
better than the beginning,’ Was shall 
be a year nearer hewsen, and better 
prepared for it, 

J. M. G. 
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Tre Provixerat Tracuens Ase 
SOCIATION assembled in its Annual 
Session on Tuesday the 20th ult, in 
the afternoon, 
The opening Address by A. H. Me- 

Kay, .q , of Pictou Academy, touched 
on some very important sutjects con. 

In the 
evening Rev. A. 8. Hunt, Superinten. 
dent of Schools, read an address of a 
practical nature. Itisto be published. 
On Wednesday morning, after some 

time spent in receiving reports from 
different parts of the province Miss 
Avogwin, M. L. A, Dartmouth school, 
read an excellent paper on ** The Old’ 
is Better !”. In which she advocated” 
the right of ladies to receive equal 
privileges of higher education to those 
granted to gentlemen, : 

: paper ‘wus read 
» J. B. Culkin, M A, Principal of 
Nurmal dehool, Truro, another by C, 
J. Major, of Morris Street School, 
Halifag—* Our Girls, and how we 
teactt them.” Then un address by H, 
Condon, Tuspector of Schools, Halifax 
* The Publie Schools of Boston." 
Aud another address by M. H. 

Richey, Tq » of Halifax. 5 
On Thursday again after routine 

ep irit abroad, which by the grace of | business, Mr. J. 1. Mellish, M. A, 
God will be equal to the emergency | Principal of the Albro Su eet 
The uctivities of tne church were never | Halifax, read a 
better or more wisely employed than 
they are at present, and the prowises 
of the all-faithful One embrace all con | 
tingencies, and invite our full confi. | 
dence, “If God be for us, who can be | 
ugainst us” Aud He is for us: the | 
Lord himself says, * Lo, I um with you 
alway,” = 
The outlook is sTiMULATING, 
It stimulates thought.  Krror is 

stalking nbout—mischievous, soul des. 
troying ervor,  llow shall it be got 
rid of # Not by browbeating and sua. 
thema : ** Bless, and curse not,” Let 
error be checkmated by truth, And 
let every hooest Christian prepare 
to follow truth's leadings, Nor let it 
be imagined that truth's utteranoes can 
be stereotyped, exoept in the words ol 

the Holy Book, and even they may be 
better understood when the originals 
are more faithfully rendered, The 
substance is imperishable, while the 
form muy be advantageously changed, 
** Seige upon truth where'er "tis found, 
On heathen ur on Christinn ground ; 
The flawer in fair, where'er it grows, 
Neglect the prickles, and assume the rose.” 

It rtimulates inguivy,  ** Am T using 
my Bible aright? Do 1, as I study 
it, forget all human modes of state- 
ment, and only seek, with teachublen: ss 
and reverence, the menning of the 

by his prophets and apostles ? Are 
wy talents und opportunities employed 
for the glory of God ard the “as of 
my fellow.men? Am I working for 
Christ every day? Many other in. 
quiries might be suggested, appropriate 
to the beginning of a year, 

It stimulates effort. | The agents of 
evil are terribly busy _ Their futher, 
the devil, will not syffer them to be 
idle,” He himself **hs a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour,” =Kffort must be met by effort. 
If he speaks lies, wo must take oare 
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Schoo’, 
paper entitled * Tho. 

roughness of Kducational training, a 
necessity of our country,” 

lu the afternoon the officers for the 
ensuing year were elected as follows : 

President —J. A. MacCabe, Truro. 
Vice Presidents—J. Maolaughian, Hal 

fax; W, D. MeKeugie, Amherst, ; 
Council—A. MeN. Patterson, J. B. 

Culkin, Bishop, Il, Condun, A, H. 
M: Kay, Burbidge, J, Jack, C. J. 
Major, J. 8. Hutton, = Dimock, J. 
Little, F, W. George, A, McKay, 

Ou Thursday evening Rev. G. W. 
[ill gave the closing address which 
wus vue of deep interest, 
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Tur Barris Year Book for 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and 
PE. Island, 1874, is just received. 

It coutuing the Minutes of the Bap- 
tist Convention of these Provinoes, and 
various condensed information oon. 
cerning our Kduocational lustitutions, 
Foreign Missions, &e. &o., comprised 
in wu pamphlet of 76 puges. It is got 
up in good style and on the cover is a 
convenient Denominational Calendar 
for 1875, Wo congratulate the Seore- 
tary ou the success of his lat or, and the 
printers Barnes & Co, St, John, N. B,, 
on the neatness of their work. 
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WAIN IT Barris 

There appears some doubt whether 
the ecolesinstical head of the Church of 
leguud has ever regularly received 
the rite of Iufant Baptism, 

Zion's Advocate says: the Arch. 
bishop of Canterbury,’the Primate of 
Eogland, was never baptized it seems. 
The facts as presented in the English 
papers are these : 

“ De, Tait was born in Sootland, of 
Presbyterian parents, who cared little 
about baptism, When he way an infant 
hie was at one time very ill, was su 
posed to be dying, and be says that at th 
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