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. the Ieraclites together.he issued orders that |
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BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1873,

INTERNATIONAL SERIES,

Hegoes and Judges, ‘

Sunoay, January 100A, 1875 = Croesing
the Jordan.=Joshua il 14=17.

GoroeNy Texr.=* When thou passest
through the waters, [ will be with thee
and through the rivers, they shall not over
flow thee, "= ls.&liil, 2.

— A

Tur Connecrion =Joshun was greatly
encouraged by the words of Jehovah which
formed the subject of the preceding lesson,
He immediately began his preparations for
an active campaign. Calling the officers ol

the people should provide food and hold
themselves in readiness to cross the Jordan
on the third day. He also sent two spics
acroes the river, commanding them to make
an inepection of the land immedintely op-
posite, unti aleo ol Jericho. ‘There wmen,
owing to the watchfulness of the heathen
authorities, were detiined longer than had
been antivipated ; and they wade o nar
row escape [rom death, But fthe very
vigilance uf the loe proved his apprebens

sion ; and the conclusion which it sug
gested was confirmed by Rahab, who

THE

with the tent's length: 'This i sufficiont

to rosist the henviest rain:  Tho tent:poles

aro usually nine in number, placed in three
groups ; but many tents have only ove
Jole; others two or three, Judg. iv, 2l
Gen xxiv, 07 xxxi, 33.¢ s, xxxviil, 12,

Priests, Those who had the privilege ol
drawing near to God, whilst others re.
mamed afar off.  The priesthood bad it
origin in the patrinrchal age, when the
father of the houseliold, or, at his denth,
the eldest son, not only ruled it, but
offered up prayers and sacrifices in ita bo.
hall, Gen. xii. 8¢ xvill, 231 xxvi, 35
xaxiii, 20 sxvil, 15 Job i, &,

It is evident from Ex. v, 1, 3 and xix,
92 that there was a special order of priests
awong the Israelites befure the appoint.

‘ment of Aaron and hissons ; but-we know

nuthing of its organistion,
Bearing. Tho priests did not usually

“pertorm this offioe; the Levites tmvin

sot apart to it, 1 Chron, xv. 2, Oa this
occasion, probably beenuse it was one of
the wost huportant in the history of Israel,

-

the waters passed away with extreme
rapidity, T

The people passed over, Tho orossitig
may have consumed several hours, The
armed men, of course, would immedintely
ostablish themselves on the opposite side:
the warriorsof the tribes whigh had chusen
the territory on tho east of the Jordan led
the way, Josh. iv. 12 tho rest of the
nation followed. :

Joricho,  ‘The nawe probably means
place of fragrance. ** Almost every reed
in theso regions distills a sagary juice, and
alwmost every herb breathes frngrance.”
The city was of groat antiquity, Josh, lil,
10; xil, 9-26, Near it Solomun had o
foundry, 2 Chmn.:. 17. From a . place
over agiinat it, beyond Jurdan, Elijab wae
translated; 2= Kings il 1-22, On the
rooky height sehich overhangs it, tradition
locates our Lord's last and firet temptation,
Mt T and senr it fothie Jordany
his baptism, Matt, iil, 13+17.

17, Stood firm.  Where lately rolled an
overwhelming fvod.

the priests d(\p;\l‘l(‘d trom gl)g_ﬁr“gtgl,!gmsnnd»»»Mm.““t‘tw WUPTO were thus

thetselves ture the ark,

Ark. Tho original word menns a box ov
oufler, Gen, 1, 20; 2 Kings xii. 0, 10; 2
Chron. xxiv- 8, Another torm s employs
ed with reference to tho ark of Noah and
that of Moscs, Estimating the Hebrew
cubit ut _cightecn inches, the Ark of the
Tostimony was n box three feet nine inches

| long, 0 o inches wide and two
frankly stated that her people were flled | 1008 8wo fuet three inches wido an

. s | (e p e I 4 h.
with constervation at the prospect of thcl feet three inches in dept

approaching war, baving bedrd of the
wiraculous passage of the Red Sea, and |

It was wade
of neacia wood, and was overlaid within
and without with pure gold. 1t supported

v Q) : he mercy-seat where were the cherubims
the destruction-of Sihon and Og, kings ol | the mercy-scat

The march to the Jordan seowms to have \‘».6_;#4“1”‘"“]"“”‘%‘71“?‘ 23— Bee i

‘ | o tweon which Goc wuned with
e 2h@_Amporites, on the east ot the Jurdan, | row betweon which God com

cupied the larger part of the day ; and the | tained the Jubles of the Law, or the Tes

people camped upon the shore,
probable that they remwined here for three
dags, Josh, iil. 2. TWb ark of the cove: |
nant was to proceed tiist, The whole nn
tion was to follow, leaviog a space, how-
ever, of about a thousand yards, or nearly
three quarters of a mile, between the
sacred symbol of the divine presence and
those who came after it, in order that all
wight observe the way which it led them,
not obscuring it by pressing about it in a
mass, Josh. ili. 4. The people were also
instructed to sanctily themselves by spccial
religious obeervances in view of the miracle
about to be wrought, Josh, iii, 5. 'The |
preparations for the erossing were com. |

: P = " : : |‘
plctcd by the .elco‘iun o[ t‘.clvo wen, one i “"‘“' 0( ’m‘ﬂ‘ﬂl. lh(‘ Jk)rd““ ie Ire qllOMl’ ‘
from each tribe, to carry from the spot hrim-full in

where the priests should stand during the |
passage, twelve momorial stones, to be de. |

posited as a monument in the place which |
should be selected for the first encampment "
after the woundertul event, Josh, i1, 12,
Where were the lsraelites encamped be-
fore the forward movement ?—The place is |
called Shittim, that is, Acacias, in Josh,
Al 1, and  Abel-shittim, the Meadow of |
Acagias, in Num. s2xviit 0. |
The Israelites were in this delightlul spot |
whén DBalaam Jooked down upon thew, |
Num, -che. 22-24. Its fertility and the |
softness of its climate way have rendered |
them more susceptible to the temptations |
presented by the erafty Midianites and |
Moabites, Num, ch. 25 ; xz5i 10, It was
. :
from this place that the twelve thuusand |
warched furth to deetroy t¥ése with whom |
they had previously Leld such sinful friend. |
ghip, Num, ¢h, 31, ,

The miracle of the lesson is the first |

|
|
i

& | timony,
 Exodus the Ark of the Testimony.

- boasts,

it is most frequently terwed io

The covenant. The two table of stone

| containing the ten commandwents, wod de-

posited in the ark. :

Before the people, There was o space
between the ark and the people of about
three.quarters of a mile, so that all could

sec the sacred symbol of the divine presence, |

Josh 34,

15, The feet. + - .in the brim. The
ark was the symbol of Jehovah's presence,
his peculiar dwelling.place. It contained
the expression of his will graven upon

| stones.,

Jordan overfloweth all its banks all the

harvest time, The Jordan
flows at the bottom of a deep valley, which
descends to the water's edge on either side
in two, occasionally in three terraccs,
Within tho lowest of theose the stream,
ordinarily less than one hundred feof wide
in this-lower part of its course, is conflned,
The margin i» overgrown with n jungle of
tawarisks and willows, the eovert, during
the latier months of the year, of wild
But in the Spring-time these
thickets are reachod by the rising water,
Jer. xlix. 0111 44 and the river, oo
carionully et least, fills the ravine which
lorms its proper bed to the brim, By the
widdle of April there would have been

several weeks of hot weather, and the |

snows of Hermon would be welted.

The exact date of the miracle is given in |

Josh, iv. 10 { it was the tenth day of the
first month, nearly the first of April. It
was thus the anniversary of the day on

which the paschal lumbs had been selected |

in Egypt, Ex. xil. 3; for it was the com-

brought to our notice in the present series | /0 &
of Jessons. Miracles h.y/ﬁ%; defined as | pletion of that of which the selection of

contraventions of patural law,

We dis. | the lambs was the beginning, the' delivers

tinguirh three periods of miraculous dis- ‘ ance of the Israclites, and their ccoupation

play: the first was the period of the | OF their own land. They had timo to |

Exodue and the cotiquest of Palestine, when ; establith themselves in their new cncamp.
miracles scemed neceasary to the accomp. | WeNt and to celebrate the Passover on the
lishment of the divioe purpose ; the second | PTUPCT duy, the 1dth of the first month.

was during the hives of Elijah and Elisha,
when eorruption and idolatry had almost
put out the light of Ieracl ; and the third |
was during the infancy of the Christian
dispensation.  Thue, Moses, Elijuh and
Clirist were fitly associated on the mount
of trapsfiguration, as the representatives of

great orises in the world's history

: [ ] » | Al
The design of the mirnele is to nrrest at- | these

10. Rose up upon a heap, So deep s
the depression.through which the Jurdan
flhwa from the Lake of Gatilee to the pro
bable site of this mirucle, that the arrest
and unheaping of 1ts waters fur wany hours
would not cause extensive overflooding of
the adjacent country,

Beside Zaretan

We cannot identify
sites,

Knobel supposes that Adum

tention and provoke investigution of it | WO situated in the neighborbood of the

cause. lnasmuch ae the cause can not be | prosent ford of Dnmieb, near to whiehk the
| rewaine of a bridge belonging to the

found in the laws of matter, nor in the
laws of the human mind, it must be sought
in a presence higher than either,

Exrosirion. =14, Broke up, The origi-
bal expression means primarily to pull up,
sod it is used with relerence to tent pins,
which are pulled up when & tent is to be
moved,

Tents. The Arab tent s oalled beit,
house ; its covering consists of stuff about
three-quarters of & yard broad, made of
black goat's-hair, Cant, i. 5, laid parallel

Roman era are #till to be tound., The dis-
tapce of Kurn Sartabeh from Joricho is a

little more than filteen miles, which tallice

very well with the expression * very far.'"
The sea,

which the Jordan flowe,
Salt Sea, Deut, iil. 7 ; doshriit16-; xii, 3.

Were cut off. The descent of the Jordan
is remarkably rapid, It has & fall of 156
feet per mile of its crovked channel, or 25
feet per mile of its direct distance, Hence

Known now, though never in
the Secriptures, as the Dead Sea, into
It s called the

assared that - the carrcat would not buret
down upon them to sweep them nway,

This wiracle in sumo respoots resewblos
that by which the Israclites were delivered
at the Red Sea, Typieally, it refors to
the passage o' ghe soul into the heavenly
Cannwn when the pilgrimage of life s
closed,

cmem—

Pracricar Opsrrvarions =God not only
200 panios his people i but he goes before
them, weeuring thew o sufe way, vs, 14,
The ark befure the people,

God will upen the way; as the Jordan

wias not parted by the toueh of mlmtly

ving power, Tv God belongs

the glory of the Christian's salvation, 5

Those alone who go lorward in God's

nnwe, boaring his covensut in vheir heaits
by taith, shull en‘er the laud uf proniise,

We must follow-our winisters only os
they follow Christ,"

The parting of tho Jordan represents a
happg.death, and the possession of Canaan
the biessod exporioncv 1n eternity.
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WHAT COURTESY DID.

1

. . There was a very plainly dreesed, clderly
lndy, who was & frequent customer at the
then leading dry goods store n Boston.
Noone in the store know her, even by
name, All the clerks but one avoided her,
| and gave thelp:attention to those who
were botter dre and wiore pretentious,
The exception was one young wan; who
'had o conscientous regard for duty and
|system. He never left another custvmer
| to waiton the lady, but when at liberty he
waited upon her with as much attention
asthough she had been a priveess, This
iwntiuued for a year or two, until the
young man becume of age. One worning
| the lady appronched the young wan, when
| the following conversation took place :
| Ludy='* Youog man, do you wunt to go
| into business for yoursell 2"’
E * Yes, mn'aw,” ko responded ; ** bat |
;lmvo neither woney, oredit nor frivnds,
- nor will any one trast we,"
L Woell,” cuntinued the lady, ** you go
' wnd select a good location, ask what the
rent is, and report to we''=handing the
young wan her address,

The young man weant, found o capital
location, and good store, but the landlord
| required security, which he could not give.
" Mindful of the lndy's request, he forthwith
went to her and reported, '

“ Well,” she replied, ** you go and tell
Mr, ==, that | will be responsible,"’

lle went, aod the landlord, or agent,
was surprised, but the bargain was closed,
The next day the lady -ealled to ascertain
the result, “The young man told her, but
wdded, ** What am 1 to do for goods?
No une will trust me."

“You may go and see Mr, =, and
My, ==, and Mp, ==, and tell them to
call on me,"

He did, and his store was soon stocked
with the best goods !n the market. 'I'bere
are wany in this city who remember the
cireumstuncos and the wan, says a Buston
paper. Ao died many years sivece, and
loft & fortune of §300,000, So wuch for
politeness and so much for treating one's
elders with the delerence due to age, in
whatever garb they sre clothed,

— ¢ —

At a collection recently made at n charity
fair, o lady pawsiog the plate to n very
wealthy man who was well known for his
stinginess,  ** 1 have nothing,” was his
curt reply. ** Then take something, sir,"

she answered, ** you know 1am begging
for the poor.”

!
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People of good sense are those whose
opinions agree with ours,

-~

OHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

Lin short, do all sorts of good and uselul
things for mysell-and others T only 1874

¥ ‘{ljouﬂts’ gepurt}umt. 3

WISHING AND DOING ;
OR

WAITING FOR TUE NEW YEAR,

BY MRS, DAWSON BURNS,

“ 1 wish it wase New Yeur's Day,"” waid
n young girl in a’languid, fretty voles, an

where she bad been lounging und reading
for some hours,

“ Why 7" wan the rendy question of her
winter, looking up trom a drawing sho was
cavefully flnishing, intending it ne & pros-
ent to her father, who, after n long wbsceoe,
wans expeoted home in o mouth,

“ Why? because | hope to begin in the
New Yeur a regular course of work and
study, 1 shall keep a dinry, putting down
the employments ot every hour, improve
my French, which 1 have almost lorgutten ;
practice my musie, fur I've so -neglevted it
that all my fingers are like thumbs on tie
piano  Mamma too shall have the longs
promised group of Howers for the drawing.
room ; L'll make the knitted gailt for the
spare bed room, work Albert his slippers;

will wake haste and begin ;"' here she
flung hersell back ; quite exhausted with
her long specoh,

** Why wait for next year, Mary,"

‘““ Oh, beoause its perfectly uscless my
trying now to do wuch, 1 like to have a
system and begin in an orderly manner and
-at orderly times, See how plensant it will
be writing Januvary let, 1874, and then
add o list of the: day's doings and so on
during the 305 days of the year,”

“ Yeos, Mary, such a plan as yours
would be very good indeed ; but T eannot
understand why you should not begin at
once ; there are now eight weeks to the
yonr's end, and [ am invlined to i 5t
your systom of work by rule is to sucoeed,
it will require some )revious prepuration,
What say you to our beginoing st ounee,
this very day, and see how much we o
accomplish by the end of the nest two
months 7" '

Both the girls were uiitat for some tiwe, |
the one resuming ber bhook,“thie uther put- |
ting a few more touches to her drawing, |

| eannot do better in the interval of their |
silence than give. a sketeh of the sisters, |
The conversation was enrried on in the |
sohoolroom of Coptain Swmith's house ; the |
two daughters had ceased to receive lessons, |
and were ocvnsiderod grown up ard edu |
cated. The room had been prettily re-
furnished for their sule use, nud was now
named the * Girl's Study.” but it more
often had the dear old pet liko name of
“ school room.” Looking at the two
sisters, one of them wmounted on a high
stool fucing her easel, Hushed with pleasure.
able excitement in bebulding the picture of
o woodland scene grow wore perfect under
her busy, skilful band, the other ) gily

the sofs devouring a nouvel,—~one would

stretehing herself among the cushions of |

not fail to perceive they furmed a grea

severance in her pursuits,
#he yielded to the whim of the moment,

a8 to the results, Slowly and surcly she
was losing all that careful instruction
that hac been so liberally bestowed on ber;
for, though the Smiths were not vien, yet
by an arrangement with a few fuwilies in
the neighburhood whose duughters shared
in the studies, the best teachers were ob-
taloed, The youngest sisier was a quict
delionte girl, often prustrated by severe
illness—one of those gentle beings likely
to be overlooked in a circle where show and
parade take the place of solid worth, Few
among their friends bad thought it worth
while to notice ** little Susny.” To them
the clash and chatter of the eldesst Mise
Swith was far more agreeable, and as she
would give a very racy deseription of the
latest seneational novel, or please their ears
by tripping over the newest song, no one

|
contenst, ‘The eldest daughter, a tall, fair |

girl, bad every advantage of fine henith and ‘
good abilities, acquircd wost things “wore |
rapidly than any of her school-fellows, but |
sadly wanted stubility of purpose and per- |
Muved by the |
promptings of & free and carelces nature, |

thinking of no fusure, and quite reckless |

.

Mary's character. ** Just the girl to
spend an evening with,” was the urunl
commett,

Owing to Ellen's frequent indisposition,
she foun1 it often very difficolt to keep
pace with Mary's 1apld learning, and the
teachers were often proud cnough to call
Ellen's attention to her ¢ brilliant sister,”
as they styled her.  Yet step by step ¢he
mude great progree, and laid the basis of a
solid edueation, not relapsing one bit when
the echooldays were over, gathering up the
seraps of time and using them as & means
of enriching her mind, so that she was
really what you would eall a bighly culti-
vated girl,  And there were one or two old
friends of Captuin Smith who loved to draw
out the little maid, and felt fully recom-
pensed when the timidity passed off and
the low, sweet voice was heard reading

authors, or, in her touching notes singing

| the ol wongs d:ar still to the lovers of true

music, Then what a houschold treasure-
she war;  Father, mother, wsister, and
brothers—ah ! even the servants—felt the
sweet irfluences of her gentle dieposition,
cver ready with hond aud heart to render
help and rymputhy in al' times of difficul-
ty, 8o that many a domestic wrinkle was
smoothed out and chased away by her
loving, winning ways,

Mory, with all ber follies, was right
loyal in her love to her sister, und olten
when fits of contrition came on for her
fuolish waste of time the would throw her
erws round herand vy, ** Qh little Sunny,
I wish I was like you." Even now, ss
they are quietly indulging in their different
ewployments, Mary, though appearing to

read, i really thinking ol ETen's words—

nud drawing a contrast between her own
flictering babits and little ** Sunny’s "
stealy efforts at rell improvement; she
knew, too, that by a systematic plan Ellen
had found time for showing much kindners
to the poor of the village,

* And all with her delicate health,” she
exvlaimed so loudly that her sister locked
up in awazewent and said : _

‘““ What are you talking about, Mary—
is the heroine of your book an invalid 7

“No! no! Nelly; I was thiuking about

you, dear, 1 am free to oGnfess once

again, 1 wish I was hike you,?

Ellen jumped off ber stool, and toming
t0 the solu, raid: . : ,

“ Talkiog will make neither of us better;
are you willing to try my plan 2"

Away went the book pearly up to the
ceiling, up started Mary, sending the cush.
ions in alldircetions, ** Yes ! yes! yes! 1'l]
begiu this very woment,”” and the two girls
sigeed the compnet hy a right sisterly kiss.

Captain Smith's return home was delayed
by severe weather till within a little more
than a weck of the New Your, and there
were grent preperations wage for his com-
ing. lle wus to reciive nn unusual wel-
cotme, because the family had felt greater
unxiety on his account, Mary bad care-
fully kept to her resclution for the entire
time, planning enxh hour's work, and creat-
ing vot a little astonishment in the house-
hold by the length of her ** busy fit,” ae
they termed it, None knew the secret of
her resolve but the gentle Ellen, who was
rendy at all times to chicer Ler sister in ber
ligging moments,

Juy beamed on every face when the sailor

husband and futher followed the telegram

he had sent the duy of his ehip's arvival at
Liverpool. Albert was home trom college
and the younger brothers Lad arrived from
¥ethool,

When the excitement of meeting ench
other had passed off nnd tea was over, Cap-
tain Swith gathered with his wife aund
children round the drawing room fire, and
related to them some yerilous adventures
hie bad er countered on the great deep.

“ And now,” said be, ** tell me some-
thing of yourselves; 1 am longing to bear
lund news, home news,”’

Albert was all eager to recount college
work, Charles and Harry rushed off to ges
copy books, reports and prizes, all ol which
were duly inspected und spproved,

“ Well, girls ! you ire very quiet,” said
the Captain ; ** but | presume Mary thinks
it will take too long to run through her liet
of novels, 1| must wait for that till our
tirst long walk ; but Seony, surely you
bave sométhing to interest me in ?"

* Oh ! papa, do let me tell you, first of
all, that Mary's bad no time lately for novel
teading ; look over the piano, dear paps.”

‘Getting vp bastily he saw, side by side,
the finished pioture of the woodland scene,
and a beautiful group of flowers and fruis.
A small token of affection to our beloved

parents from Mary and Ellen," was written
oo o card underneath. .
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