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gratifying tokens of blessing, and the 
progress of the denomination is greatly 
turthered by the operation of the home 

mission. Zeal and liberality, it is be- 
lieved, will soon make up the deficien- 
cy in the funds. The brethren are 
well versed in the Christisn art of 
giving. 

The Ehristian Messenger, 
HALIFAX, N. S., OCTOBER 6, 1875. 

OTHE VOICE OF HIisTorYy ov 
BAPTISM.” 

By a letter in the Witness of the 
25th ult., on this subject, from the 
Rev. Mr. Sommerville, it appears that 
there is some fiction in his miud about 
some person having written in our 
pages in connection with an article 
which we quoted some time ago from 
one of our exchanges. It gave an ac- 
count of Professor Puine’s teachings, 

and what he, a Pedo-baptist, had 
learned from history, respecting primi- 
tive baptism. The examination of his 
students, it will "be remembered, 
developed that the result of his exten- 
give acquaintance with history was that 
baptism is essentially an imwersion of 
of the believer. We made a few in- 
troductory remarks, and added a few 
more. But what does Mr. S. mean by 
saying, * What a shame that the writer 
of the article on which I offered a few 
strictures should leave the burden of 
his defence on the Ed. M !” What 
writer? In his first letter in the Wit- 
ness, Aug. 21st, also he spoke of ** the 
writer of an article expected to appear 
in the Meéssenger of July 28ih.” We 
peither had, nor expected, any article 
from any writer. He must have got 
bold of some notion which requires 
explanation. Will he rise and explain ? 
And yet, after all, that is perhaps of 

but little moment, compared with the 
main question by which Mr. S. is so 
deeply stirred. = We might perhaps take 
our friend ** Hezekial’s” advice, and 
* Answer him not,” but whilst we may 
not hope to succeed in removing his 
preconceived opinions, we may perhaps 
be of service in preventing him from 
doing injury in * the fearful risk” into 
TI appears willing to plunge | 8 

(immerse) himself. 
Mr. Sommerville pays the Baptists a 

compliment, yet not intentionally, in his 
li‘tle ane Their task is to. pe ac- 
complished by * keeping at it.” “We 
have * kept at it” for many centuries, 
and are as fresh as ever. We are not 
in haste, while God tarries. But so 
long as we have the Bible, may the 
God of the Bible, help all christians 
‘““to cry aloud and spare not,” * to 
lift up their voices like trumpets,” 
against the soul-destroying figment— 
infant baptism and its appended delu- 
sion—sprinkling. 

Mr. Sommerville states that he was 
informed by ** the writer,” of the ap- 
pearance of Dr. Paine’s teachings. The 
writer did not speak to Mr. S. on the 
subject, consequently Mr. Sommerville 
received no ** sly challenge” from “the 
writer.” But if this was the only mis- 
take that Mr. 8. had fallen into, we 
“might pass it over in silence; but he 
proceeds to make some other guesses, 
touching the baptismal question, which 
he must not be permitted to do with 
impunity. He. undertakes to guess 
how immersion originated! * Men 
arese under the eyes of the Apostles, 
who were dissatisfied with sprioklings, 
and demanded that the disciples should 
be dipped” The msn who complains 
of the Baptists for following—that is 
what they actually do—pedobaptists 
through the history of the church, to 
ascertain the facts relating to baptism, 
sails right off, without any apology, 
upon the open sea of conjecture! Mr. 
Sommerville guesses that immersion 
had its origin in the mystery of ini 
quity that worked in Paul's day. It 
is bad, for that guess, that there was 
no disciple in that day, who bad been 
sprinkled. If the guess should be in- 
verted, and allowed a century or two 
of time for its ficld, then the fact 
might be reached. Let the guess be, 
that the mystery of iniquity was dis- 
satisfied with immersion, because it 
was not convenient, in the case of in. 
valids, to sustain the lie of baptismal 
regeneration, and then the guess, and 
sober history ehake hands. Mr. 8. 
should not guess that people were dis- 
satisfied with a matter in the christian 
church, although they were “the devil's 
mipisters ” when that matter was not 
in the christian church. 
justice, even to * the devil's ministers.” 
There is no neeessity for conjecture 
here. God tells as where christian 
baptism, by immersion, originated, and 
by whom it originated. Jesus was 
jomersed in the Jordan by Jobn—im- 

This is an in- 

mersed-at his own request and by his | Asher's blessing Deut. xxxiii. 24 a 
'| judgment ? because he was to “ dip his own command. 

“ The whole of the Baptist system 
rests on the denial of two facts,” 

dogmatizes Mr. Sommerville. His 
dicta here are like his ‘guess above. 
Baptism is an ordinancdjof the former 
dispensation. Yes, Mr. S: we do deny 
it, and it is for you who affirm it to 
give the proof. You have not given 
one fact or sound inference yet in 
proof of your long ago exploded fiction 
—figmeant. 
_ There were divers baptisms in the 
old cispensation ! Justso. We “bring 
against the leader of a confiding people 
the heavy charge of ” teaching what 
God's word does not teach. Let us 
strip away the .flimsy fallacy from 
this assertion, that ** Baptism was an 
ordinance of the former dispensation.” 
What do you mean by Baptism Mr. 
Sommerville ? You mean,or you would 
have the people to understand you 
that you mean. the Baptism of the New 
Testament—Christian Baptism! Was 
that an ordinance of the former dispen- 
sation ? There were divers baptisms no 
doubt ; but were they New Testament 
Christian baptism? Mr. 8. ought to 
know they were not. Was the other 
ordinance—the Lord's Supper — an 
ordinance of the old dispensation? 
“ Supper” was an ordinance, the 
supper of the paschal lamb, but was 
that the New Testament, the Chris- 
tian’s Lord's Supper? Mr. S. knows 
it was not. The Lord tells us when 
he instituted it. He ate the Supper 
bimself, and thus it had its origin. 
Jobn, his servant began baptism, Jesus 
the Master was baptized ; thus he 
made it his own, and commands his 
followers to obey him. After Mr. 8S. 
has proved that the Lord's Supper was 
an ordinance of the old dispensation, 
because there were suppers in it, then 
he may try his hand at Baptism. 
“ Unce brought to gecept the testimony 
—the plain and decisive testimony of 
the Spurit—we are near an eud of the 
baseless and tapatical ceremony ”— 
popish ceremony of sprinkling, and 
infant sprinkling. 
The second tact—* the Baptists af- 

firm that the design or form of an ordi- 
nance can be learned by the name 
iven to it.” No Baptist ever said 

that | Mr. S. should not construct 
these straw-men for antagonists, when 
the solid facts and arguments from 
God’s word are before him. 
We have the name of the Supper-in 

the Word of God ; we have the * de- 
sign ’” of the Lord's Supper ; we have 
also an account of the taking of the 
Lord’s Supper by its Author, and those 
who first took it with him. We have 
the pame—DBaptism ;—we have also 
the design of Baptism—we have dif 
ferent accounts, even to particulars o 
its admivistration. The bible tells u 
who the subjects are, their qualjfied- 
cations ; it also tells us what the fluid 
is in which the person is baptized ; it 
tells us, moreover, how the act was 
performed—the modus operands. Why 
should Mr, 8. try to defend his Romish 
figment with a figment of his own be- 
getting? The Baptists do not say the 
*“ designs or form” of an ordinauce 
can be learned from its name. Neither 
do their views rest upon this assump- 
tion. The Spirit does not give us, in 
the teachings respecting the ordin- 
ances of Christ, riddles and engimas. 
He bas told us plainly all that it is 
necessary for us to know of these 
matters. 

Mr. Sommerville affirms, at *¢ a fear- 
ful risk ” * that the sea coast was not 
dipped or plunged or immersed in the 
ocezn as often as the tide flows in 
upon it.” Was it spriokled? ? 
Heavy sprinkling !! Sprinkle babies 
as heavily and no Baptist will complain 
about an upscriptural paucity of water. 
And here is the twin argument of 

the above. Sprinkling monopolizes 
the honour in Scripture of symbolizing 
‘* all the blessings.” Does it? Was 
there no blessing connected with the 
dipping of the bird in blood and water ? 
Was no blessing connected with the 
dipping of Naaman in Jordan? Alas 
one of the examples that Mr. S. gives 
to prove his assertion, is the blow 
from hislogical axe that cuts the branch 
off on which he stands, and down he 
comes, arguments and all. Here it 
is, * I will your water upon him that 
is thirsty, and floods upon the dry 
ground.” Mr. 8. italicised pour, we 
italicise floods. Pour ¥Loops. Heavy 
sprinkling again for Mr. 8. 

This is a bit of. religious delusion 
that bas taken possession of * poor” 
Mr. Sommerville’s brain, and he having 
used it for years, as an argument, 
doubtless, he has come to think 
there is some weight in it. The 
counterpart is, that immersion is the 
universal symbol of judgement. Was 

‘do’ Padobaptists. 

foot in oil.” Was it a curse to Naa- 
man that he was commanded to dip 
himself seven times in Jordan. Seven 
curses, according to Mr. 8., because 
there were seven dips!! Really it is 
unworthy of the inteiligence and learn- 
ing of Mr. 8., to be dealing in such 
unsubstantials.  “ God sprinkles, Bap- 
tists dip.” God did sprinkle, but now 
he is done with it. God did dip and 
still dips, and so do Baptists, and so 

Presbyterians, 
Episcopalians, Methodists, Lutherans, 
Congregationalists, and the Greek and 
Roman churches either practically or 
theoretically are dippers. Mr. Som- 
merville is a sprinkler mand nothing but 
a sprinkler, Against him there is the 
Word of God, the Christian world, of 
the past and the present, but still he 
holds out. He will sprinkle the stray 
Baptist that asks admittance to his fold. 
Let every man have his due. Here is 
rare daring but praiseworthy counsis- 
tency. 

“ What is baptism ? How is bap- 
tism to be administered ?” These are 
pointed fair questions, put by Mr. 8S. 
Alas, he begins to guess again ? Again 
he would deal in hypotheses. Pat 
acide the foolish conjecture, fancied by 
Mr. S., but no one else, that the 
‘* Devils ministers ridiculed baptism 
by sprinkling in Paul's day?’ There 
were Devil's ministers then, no doubt, 
but alas for the guess, neither bible 
nor history tells us of any sprinkling 
for baptism as early as that. After 
getting himself through this tangle of 
guess-work, Mr. 8. asks, * Does the 
editor of the Christian Messenger deny 
that Baptism is an ordinance of the 
former dispensation ?”” It was no more 
of the old dispensation, than the Lord's 
Supper was the Lord’s’ Supper in 
the O. T. dispensation. Christiad bap- 
tism was not in the Old dispensation. 
There were dippings “divers washings” 
—but they were not divers christian 
baptisms—there was a supper, but it 
was not the Lord's Supper. There 
were meats, drinks, and divers dip- 
pings—yes eatings and sprinklin 
but no christian baptism, no Lord's 
Supper of the New Testament. 

But to the question, ** What is Bap- 
tism?” Let God answer. 1 Peter 
ili. 21. * The like figure whereunto 
even Baptism doth also now save us 
not the putting away the filth of the 
ed i a good consei- 
ence toward God) by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ.” Now, for the other 
question, * How is baptism to be ad- 
ministered ?’ Let God answer again. 
Rom. vi. 3, 4 * Therefore we are 
buried with him by baptism into death, 
that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in [ 
newness of life.” Col. ii. 12. * Buried 
with Him in Baptism,” &c. What is 
done in baptism? An additional 
question! ** For as many of you as 
have been baptized into Jesus Christ 
have put on €hrist. Auother ques- 
pel And let God answer that also. 
ow many baptisms are there ? is. 

iv. 6. “ One Ford. one faith, a. 
tism.” And still another question! 
Who are to receive baptism? Mark 
xvi. 11, *“ He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved.” 
The word of God answers all the 

questions on the subject that require 
replies. Here God tells us how the 
act is performed ; what is meant by 
the act; that there is only one bap- 
tism, and who are qualified for it. 
The subject is to be * buried.” And 

still another question! Buried in 
what ? Water, Acts viii. 36. ** See 
here is water.” No infants, nosprink- 
ling. Believers buried in water and 
raised up to walk—infants don’t walk 
in any sense—* in newness of life.” 
God “dips” believers, Mr. Sommer- 
merville sprinkles unbelievers. 
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BURIAL GROUND CASES 

are now becoming famous. In addi- 
tion to those in England in which the 
Church of England rector claims to 
say what shall be and what shall not 
be on the tombstones, and the one in 
Montreal where the Roman Catholic 
Bishop pronounees a curse on a man's 
grave before hjs body is put into it; 
another one is about to appear pro- 
minently in the Courts in Bermuda. 
The present ineumbent of the parish 
of Pembroke in the city of Hamilton, 
has instituted preceedings against the 
Rev. Mr. Cassidy, Methodist minister 
for conducting a funeral service in the 
common burying ground of the parish. 
It appears that the predecessor of the 
present Church of England rector had 
never made any objection to the burial 
service conducted by ministers 
of other religious denominations ; but 

as soon as the Rev. ‘Mark James be- 
came the incumbent, he forbad any 
other parties but himself performing 
the funeral rites within the boundaries 
of the burial ground. : 

If therefore any other parties wished 
their own minister to conduct the ser- 
vice they had to do it outside the gates. 
This was dove in the case of a Roman 
Catholic funeral and caused no small 
amount of scandal——many parties ques- 
tioning if the rector had any such ex- 
olusive right. At the last session of 
the Island Legislature, the Attorney 
(General sought to obtaib an enactment 
to confirm this claim, and render it an 
undisputed right. This was rejected 
by 19 votes against 12. 
By the discussion of the question 

which ensued in and out of the Legisla- 
ture, the Methodist minister, Rev. Mr. C. 
was emboldened to resist the rector'’s 
claims, and in June last he proceeded 
to the interment of a member of his 
congregation who had died. A formal 
protest was read by the rector, of which 
no notice was taken, and a suit-at-law 
is commenced charging Mr. Cassidy 
with trespass. The Attorney General, 
in hearty sympathy with the rector, is 
his counsel, aud of course expects to 
get an easy verdict against Mr. C. 

E. D. King, Esq., of this city is 
engaged to defend the Methodist min- 
ister, and is to leave in the steamer for 
Bermuda this week, and we do not 
doubt but that the result will be in favor 
of liberty. In the interest of civil and 
religious freedom we trust the lessons 
that have been taught of late years in 
other countries, regarding the evils of 
a state Church, will appear in the Ber-. 
mudas, and will give the parishioners a 
right to the use of their own burial 
ground. 

> 

SECESSION FIOM THE ROMAN 
CATHOLIU CHURCH. 

The Presbyterian Witness of last 
week contains an accouut of a large 
secession from the Roman Catholic 
Church in Pictou couuty. “Tt will be 
remembered that a year or two ago, 
when the provinces of Alsace and 
Lorraine, were ceded to Germany a 
company of Frenchmea imigrated to 
this country, and went to work in the 
Pictou mines, in and around Stellarton. 
A student from smong Father Chini- 
quy’s converts at Kankakee and another 
from Montreal, have been employed by- 
the Pictou Presbytery among thei 
missionaries, and this has resulted io | 
the open withdrawal of 125 persons 
trom the church of their fathers. : 
The following is a translation of the 

Declaration to which their names are 
attached : 

* We the undersigned, brought up Roman 
Catholics, baving until now professed the 
religion of the Church of Rome and of being 
faithful to the doctrines which that church 
teaches ; tired of the priesthood and of the 
yoke which has been long enough imposed 
upon us declare our intentivn tu belong to 
it longer. 4 
We believe that auricular conferion Is an 

| immoral institution which corrupts youth, 
and bas been invented only to keep the 
ple in slavery, that the word ot God pever 
breathes one word of command enjoining 
men in order to obtain the pardon of their 
fins to confess their sins to feeble men, ig- 
norant and sinful as the rest of mortal 
beings. 

We reject tne doctrine of the infallibility 
of the Pope which the French church bas 
never been willing to accept, at the head of 
which were Puseal and Bussuet, the lights 
of France. 
With the example of Father Hyas¢inthe 

and of so many other plous and eminent 
men we believe that this doctrine is a newly 
invented farce not sanctioned by the Word 
of God. 
We believe that the Romish Church is 

not the Church of Jesus Christ. The Ro- 
man Catholic religion is valy a religion of 
money. Many eircuinstances have demon- 
strated that salvation is bought in thus 
church—notwithstanding that Jesus Christ 
has sid Freely ye have reccived, freely 
ive.” 

4 We believe that salvation is free,—that 
Jesus Christ by His death bas opened the 
gates of heaven to us, and that He is the 
Saviour of all those who believe in Him. 
We believe that He is only the head of His 
Charch, that he alone is infallible and thas 
it is to Him, and to no other wg must go to | 
obtain pardon for our sins. 
We take the word of God as the only 

guide of our faith and conduct. This. Dye 
vine Word has been given to all, and no 
man has the right to prevent us from rend- 
ing it. We place our hopes for the present 
lite and for that which is to come in the’ 
promises whieh it contains.—Further, we: 
pray you to send us some one who will exs 
plain to us the word of God, and encoun 
us to do well, shunning all that is evil be- 
fore God and man.” 

a 

Rev. Dr. Cramp intorms us that : 
“ The recognition. of the Olivet 
Church at Montreal, took place om 
Friday, Sept. 24. 

usual service of recognition was post- 

poned till the Convention week. A 
Council cof ;representatives from other 
Churches was held in the afternoon, 
when the recognition was unanimously 
agreed on. ' In the evening, a sermon 
was preached by the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, 
and the Rev. Dr. Castle of Toronto 
addressed the Church on the privileges 
and duties of Church membership. 

eet A We 

The Provincial Wesleyan has 
changed its form and its title. Tt is 
now The Wesleyan,and instead of being 
a folio sheet, it has become a quarto, as 
it was formerly, but somewhat enlarged. 
The eight page form is found to be 
the most convenient for a weekly fami- - 
ly paper. It has also a new and im- 
proved dress, creditable to the body of 
which it is the exponent. 

ro — 

The Editor of the Wesleyan is not 
willing to let the Rev. Mr. Sommer- 
ville enjoy his raid upon Baptist truth 
all alone. Perhaps he—the Ed. W.— 
thinks Mr. 8S. needs some help out of 
his dangerous position, acd he there- 
fore tukes the opportunity to profer 
his aid and comfort. He also indulges 
in a general fling at Baptist principles 
and Baptist churches. 
says: : 

** We cannot see that the question is settled 
a8 to the real meaning of baptize. This ie 
equivalent to saying that the Baptist Church 
and press are still alive’ and hopeful. For 
what is the actual corner-stone of that 
body ? In the spiritual sense, Christ of 
course ; but the doctrinal—immersion. 
They have not another distinctive ilea or 
rinciple upon which to hang an idea. 
t the question of Baptism be settled —let 

it be seen beyond a peradventure that they 
are contending for a myth—and the whole 
fabric fulls to pieces. In doctrine and die- 
cipline—eave a8 to one or two matters of 
slight importance— the Baptist Church is a 
combination of Congregationalism, Preby- 
terianism and Methodism. Let daptizo be 
disposed of and the entire ecclesiastical 
structure might as well resolve into its 
original elements.” 

Nevertheless he affirms :—*¢ Our Baptist 
Brethren are doing good work.’ And 
adds: “Tt is ouly to be regretted, thata 
word whose meaning none rd as essen- 
tial to salvation, will oblige them to exclude 
other Christians from their feasts, and in- 
cite them to keep the world in hot water.” 

A company of envious religionists 
once before (Acts xvii. 6) * took to 
themselves certain lewd fellows of the 
baser sort ;” and with them sought 
‘to raise a prejudice ageinst two good 
‘Baptist brethren,by crying out against 
them, * These that have turned the 
world upside down are come hither 
also,” whereas they sought only to 
turn the world right side up. And so 
we in like manner have sought to keep 
the world out of hgt water, or some- 
thing worse. It id Infant Baptism, 
so called, that keeps the world in 
hot water. The attempt to make the 
sprinkling of an unconscious babe har- 
monize with New Testament teachings 
and take the place of the baptism of 
believers, as taught therein; that is 
what bas produced the strife, wherever 
it is practiced, and will continue to do 
so as long as the New Testament lasts. 
We have not space to say all that is 

in our heart on this subject, to our 
brother, this week ; but will try and 
give him further attention next week. 
= ee 
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RECEIVED FROM WOMEN’S MISSION AID 

SOCIETIES, 

Truro,—Miss Layton. 
Halifax North 

Steele. . . 

- 

bureh,— Mrs, J. 
§ a in « 19.77 
M. R. SgLpEN, Sec'y. 

Halifaz, Oct. 5th, 1875 

BAZAAR AND TEA! 

The Ladies of the Baptist Church and 
Congregation, Shelburne, intend holding a 
Fancy Sale and Tea in Bowers Hall, Oct. 
13th, to aid in lifting our debt on the new 
house of worship. As we greatly need all 
ry aid ible we would be very thank- 
ful to our sympathising sisters if 
would send in their gifts to Mrs, BD 
Taxior, President of the Circle, or to the 

BAZAAR AND TEA MEETING. 
The Ladies of the Chester Baptist Sewi 

‘Circle, p holding a Bazaar on Wed- 
pesday, the 27th day of October next, for 
the sale of useful and Faicy Articles, to 
raise funds for finishing the New Baptist 
Meeting House in that place. Doors open 
810 A. M. Dionerat 1 P.M. Tea at 

The Church = | i 
formed some months ago, but the! 

Should the day prove unfavourable it 
will be held the first fine day after. | 

-}. Cootributions will be thankfully reeeived 
ing Committee : 

Mgrs. Sormia Mzuvin. 
* Hirax Warns. 

Cuagizs Caurca, 
Wx. Wessgr. 
Jaurs Huu. 

“ Georcs RicuarpsON. 
September 10th, 1875. 
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