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SEPTEMBER 1, 1875,

For the Christian Messenger.

70 THE CHURCHES OF |
PRINCE EDWARD
ISLAND.

Dear Brethren,—

The Missionary Board has eent us
more men to preach the Gospel thie
year than ever before. They are la-
bouring faithfully in all parts of the
field and with good success. Many
souls have been won to Jesus through
their iustrumentality, and the good
seed, which shall yet bear fruit, bas
been sown in many hearts. These
dear young men must eoon leave us
to resume their studies, and they must
be paid. But the contributions of
our churches to Home Missionary
purposes are inadequate to meet the
demands. It is upjust for us to ask
more of the Board than we give them.
As high spirited Islanders we canuot
do such a thing. Yet more nioney
must be raised. How? Evidently,
by our churches. Dear brethren,
will you not take-collections to make
up the deficiency at your earliest con- |
vepience. We want the movey now. |
Bills are coming in, and they must be |
be paid at once. Will not our breth- |
ren in the ministry take this important |
home matter in hand, take collections |
or circulate subseription papers within |
-a few days. and forward the amouuts |
to James DesBrisay, Ezq., Charlotte- |
town, the local Treasurer of'the Doard.

Brethren in Christ ! This is our work |
and we must maintain it.  Brethren
in the mipistry! You are naturally
the leaders of the people, will you not
lead at this crisis? For cur own |
sakes, for the sake of the precious
souls who are bearing the word, nay,
for Jesus' sake, do your duty,in the
sight of God; in this matter.

Yours in the Gospel,
D. MclLoxaLD.
Montague, P. E. 1., Aug. 24th, 1875.

N —————— e D OG-

For the Christian Messenger,

THE CONVENTION.
No. 1. |
Mr. Editor,—

If you have not already exbausted |
-all the available space for the present
issue of your paper, perbaps you may |
consider this communication worthy of |
admission there. ‘-,

I should like to say a word of 1wo
about Bear River itself—the village
I mean—so pleasantly, and withal so |
. eozily situated on the deelivities of the |
respective hills, and in the_valley ai |
the foot, where a tidal stredmn whicb?
gives its pame to the locality, ebbs. and |
flows,—but I fear to enlarge too much. |
It looked 10 me so Swiss like, the |
white cottages perched here and there |
on’ the sharp slopes, and the closely |
packed shops and dwellings on the flat, |
I was greatly pleased with the scenery,
The population of the village and the-
suburbs, if I may so call the outlying |
settlements was given me, as upwards |
of three thousand. The Bapttsts Lave :
it nearly all their own way bere it |
would seem. The Wesleyans have a |
neat little chapel, and a small congre- ’
gation. They bhave had tLeir troubles, |
in times [pasc, but are  worshipping |
unitedly, I understood, at present, uu-
der the pastoral care of a very worthy
minister of the Conference, who kindly
placed his chapel at the disposal of the
Convention for Sunday services. It is
pleasact to witness such friendly in-
terchanges of courtesy and smenities
among theseveral denominations. May
it long continue to be so, notwithstand-
ing any little local interruptious which |
are but like the mere ripples of the |
tide flowing on to its destiny. s

The Pastor of the Baptist Church, |
Rev. Mr. Cox, does nog look as if he |
enjoyed very rugged bhealth, but bis !
capacity to engineer a Convention suc- |
cesstully, will not soon be forgotten by E

|

sented themselves on the occasion.— |
His efforts seemed to be unceasing, in |
order that every want, of every siran |
ger, should be suitably proyided for, |
and his people and church nobly vied |
with each other in the dispensation of |
their boundless bospitalities. And |
the houses and homes of others than

Baptists, were, I learned, thrown open |
‘equally. The weather was delightful.
Every thing propitious. The Conven-
tion opened auspjciously, proceeded
barmoniously, and terminated satisfac-
torily. Iu another number, I may dis-
cuss some of the many subjects brought
under the consideration of the Conven-
tion. I may_ criticise—]1 may offer
words of commendation where de-
served. I may tender advice. 1 may
review the past,and prospectively regard

Phldi

the future—but whatever 1 do or say,

unless I can offer sound rensible rea-
sons®¥herefor, I shall make but little
impression upon the minds of those
whom [ sddrese. This much I koow.
And yet any case presented through
your columus to the denomivation
backed up by sound solid reasoning, is
sure to command respect, and win
support. With this conviction mean-
time I am Sir, your obedient servant.

- A DELEGATE.

The Christian Messenger,

HALIFAX, K N.S., SEPTEMBER 1. 1875.

THE BAPTIST CONVENTION.

Since the brethren have returned from
the Convention at Hillsburg we have felt
wmore deeply than before how much we
were deprived of in being kept at home
during the late session. the barmonious
character of the meetings and general
satisfaction felt by all with the pro-
ceedings and general cordiality of the
people, rendered it ome of the best
sessions ot the Convention since its
formation.

THE MINISTERS' INSTITUTE

commenced on Weduesday evening by
a sermon from Rev. Dr. Cramp, text
Heb. xii. 11 * Not slothful in business,
fervent in Spirit, serving the Lord.”
It was felt to be a very timely practi-
cal disecurse.. Whilst it inculcated
industry and earnest work, it shewed

' that even business wust be Christiap,

and every calling of tke believer such
as would be beneficial to the souls and
bodies of his fellow men. Not only
wust time be allowed for the ob-

servance of religious duties but ‘hey

should be attended to with fervency
and zeal, pot with the mere fragments
of time and strength, but with the
beart and soul. Whilst industrial pur-
suits must characterize christians they
must pot absorb all their atrention. A

spirit of full consecration is demanded |

by Christ. and every thing that is doubt-
tul will then be renounced by the follow-
er of the Saviour at once, and with full
dependence on the Lord to provide and
to bless efforts to do whatever the hand
may ficd requiring to be done. In the
exposition of ** serving the Lord” it

was shewn that it has reference to the |
time, and acting aecording -to-the ne-|

cessities of the case. Seeing that wur
time in this world is Bo soon to be
brought to a close, and ocur opportuni.
ties of doing good to our fellowmen

-will soon come to a close, we must act

accordingly.

~ Several other mirvisters spoke on the
subjeet, and enforced its spirit and
teachings with appropriate exhorta-
tions.

Oue fact is worth noticing in refer-
ence to this service—that the poor un-
fortunate woman, Mrs. Robbins, who
was murdered the next morning was
present and heard thi: the last sermon
she was to hear before suffering a vio-
lent death by the hands of ber cruel,
wicked husband.

The election of cofficers of the Instiz
tute followed the devoticnal exercises.

Rev. D. W. C. Dimock was chosen
presidect, and Rev. T. A. Iiggiuos,
Seeretary.

The Jlupstitute met on Thursday
morping at 10 o’clock. After devo-

tional exercises, Rev. J. D. Pope, of
' St. Johin read an able paper on * The

Auupibilation of the Wicked.,”. We
copy a summary of the argument from

' the Visitor :

The Seriptures teach the fact that the
wicked will be subjected to punishment.
Some hold that as the last the wicked will
be passeed over to endiess torment ; some
that alter a certain amount of punishment
the wicked will be restored to everlastin
happiness and heaven, some that the wick-
ed will beutterly apnihilated. It was upon
the latter error that the paper was fuunded;

The rise and progress of the idea was set
forth. I's theory is that the death which
hecame she doom of our race on recount of
sin, is utter eXtinetion.
to those who believe in Christ,

who have not received eternal lile, literally
die, or cease tu €xist,

The following are especial texts upon
which they found their theory : — Gen. i :

17 Fazekret-xviti 4 Row: viti- 187 Deut:

xii: 15-19: Rem. v: 21 : Rom. vi 23 ;
James i: 15: Pealms exiv : 20 ; Ps. xeii: 7:
Acts iii: 23 : Job xxi: 30; Matt, vii: 13;
Rom, ix: 22; 2 Thees i: 9 ; Jubn iii: 36 ;
19 ; Heb, vi: 8; Ps. xxxvii: 10 ;
lsuiah xli: 11, 12 : Malachiiv:1; Matt
iii : 12.  Frowm these it will be found that
terrible judgewents are threatened agaiost
the wicked. Annibilationists claim that
they teach their doetrine, Now God will
be true to His Word, and will execute just
what he says, and the question is this,
* Is life e'ernal simply a contiouation of
life, and eternal death a continuation of
being.” :

There are two errors in this theory—

1. That death ie cessation of being.

2. That the terms used must be taken in
a literal and not in a figurative seonse.

Eternal life is given |

, - ; Thus,at the |
any of the many delegates thut. pre- | judgewcnt, it not ut death, the souls of all{ WEre :

1 Death does not mean cessation of being—

nor life continnance of teing simply ; & dead
body is in existence still. That words real-
ly define the state or condition of the spirit-
 ual being. Life is living to glorify God4
“Qeath is want ot his fivor. The figurative
cxpressions of the ecriptures were careful-
ly gone over and their meaning clearly
set forth.

The metaphysical features of the ques-
tion were also treated on and the ground
taken that certain mysteries are heyond
the comprehension of mortals and need not
and ought not to be made subjects for ques-
tion The result of such a beilief were
shown in the lives of the Epicureans, and
the revolting debaucheries and bloodshed
of the French Revolution.

Speakersfollowed referring to the suhject,
and endopsing the opinione of the essayist.
These were Reve. J. M. Curry, Dr. Cramp
aod Dr. Sawyer.

In the afternoon, Rev. Dr. Sawyer
read a well-written essay on ** Educa-
tion in its relation to the People and
the State.” The proper sphere of the
parcot, the State, and the Church, in
the matter of the education of youth is
a subject on which much difference of
opinion exists. These differences were
discussed awith much intelligence, abili-
ty, and freedom, and the proper place
for religion in the public school system
was carefully considered. A combin-
ation of the three was regarded as the
most desirable coundition for an en-
lightened community. The sentiments
expressed in the essay called forth
remarks from Rev. Dr. Cramp, Rev.
G. D. Cox, Mr. John March, and
others. -

On Thursday evening Dr. Cramp
read -his valuable paper on * The
Deacouship.” He uoticed the New
Testament teaching on the subjeet, and
referred to tbe voice of history, going
back to the writings of Justin Martyr
who states that till A, D. 147, the
deacons of the churches had been the
officers specially required to atteund to
the aged, the feeble, the poor, and the
sick.

Systematic Effort wa~ the subjeet of
a paper written Rev. Dr. Day. He
shewed that Ly proper system being
observed in every church, in financial
matters, much larger sums for benevo-
lent objeets might be obtained and a
deeper interest would be taken in the
pread of Christ’s kingdom.

The Question was subsequently
raised,” Whether it is “desirable to
contipue to hold the Institute at the
same se *s the Uonvention ? _.

Rev. r.r\’l)ay, Dr. Cramp, W. H.
Warren, J. C. Kempton, 8. March and
Jobn Hughes were appuinted a com-
mittee to consider and report upon the
matter,

The work of Friday we noticed last
weck together with the gereral organ-
ization of

THE CONVENTION

o Saturday morning.

Of the requests for the pames of
delegates to . be seot in advauce by
mail, 67 were returned. Of these 40
were correctly filled up, 5 returned two
mapy delegates, apd 18 without the
pames of delegates, 102 names were
returned as delega es,

The opening prayer wus offcred by
Rev. D. A. Steele.

The following brethren being present
were invited to sit with the Couven-
tion:

Rev. Dr. Fyfe, of Woodstock, Ot
_Rev. Dr. Marsbeall, of Worcester, Mass.

Rev Dr. Adams, of Holyoke, Muss.

Rev. R. D. Porter, of Millwwn, Maine.

Besides the officers noted in our
last :

Dr. Rand, President.

Wm. Faulkoer, Esq., Vice Pres.deny for
Nova Scotia. ~

Rev. Dr. Spurden, Vice President for
New Brunswick, and

Rev. Jos. Murray,
Prince Edward Island. .

Professor Higgine was appointed Secre-
tary, and John March, E-q., Assislant
Secretary, and W. Nicboll, Esq., Treas-
urer,

The precise words of the telegram
from Wrdia read by Judge McCally
v Cable.,  President Conven
tion, Hillsburg, Nova Scotia, All here.
Eapect Miss Armstrong.  Joyfully
working, R. Sandford, 12 Cocanada.”

Viee- President for

‘have been ** except.” It would seem
that the telegram bad left Cocanada
on the 12th Iust. This will be satis
factory thus far to the fricnds avd re-
latives of our bretbreu and sisters in
the forcign field, as well as to the
friends of the mission,

After the reading of this the new
President took the chair and the usual
routine of appointing Committees &c.,
proceeded. s

A letter was read from Rev, J. L.
Campbell introducing and commending
Rev. Dr. Fyfe as a deputation from
the Foreign Missionary Board of On-
tario and Quebec.

Judge McCully introduced Rev. R.

|
{

| The word ** Expeet” should _prgbgpl)"i in the

| geation.

D. Porter as a deputation from the
State Convention of Maine.

Dr. Rand communieated to the Con-
‘vention the resignation of Rev. T, H.
Porter as oue of the Governors of
Acadia College on account of his ill
heelth. A resolution was adopted ex-
pressive of much regret at the necessi-
ty for such resignation and high ap-
preciation of the service rendered by
Bro. Porter duting his term of office.

Judge McCully tendeied a resigna-
tion of his position on the Board of
Governors as he had been unable to’
attend the meetings. A resolation
wus passed requesting bim to with-
draw bis resignation ; which he did.

A committee was appointed to pre-
pare an addition to the Constitution
of the Convention providing for special
meetings.  The arrangements for
preaching on Lord's Day, were:

Hillshurg Baptist Church. — Morning,
Rev. Dr. Fyte. Aflternoon, Rev. Dr.
Adams. Evening, Rev. W. P. Everett.

Methodist Church.—Morning, Rey. 1. E.
Bill: Evening, Rev. Dr. Marshall.

Clementsvale.—Morning, Rev. E. O,
Read- Afternoon, Rev, P. Gailaher,

Loat Island.—Rev. W. L. Farker.
Waldeck Line.—Bro C. H. Lavers.

Annapolis, — Morning, Rev. W. A,
Corey. Evening,.Bro. E. M. Kierstead.

Granville Ferry —Rev. J. C. Bleakney.
Closed by prayer by Rev. Dr.

Cramp.

The following is a brief synopsis of
Dr. Fyfe’s sermon, preached Sabbath
morning at Hillsburg.

John iii. 16. Mysteries meet usat every
step. It is a grcat mystery thac God
should bave loved us so. The ** fullness of
the minutenese of tke proots of His love”
seews to have been considered necessary to
enable us to believe the mystery. Gaod is
love in nawe and nature. Three points
were considered, (1 ) What God zave—
His only begotten Son.  That he gave Him
is prima facie evidence that no other way

| was possible, that Do other ransom was

sufficient. (2.) To what did God give
Himm? To the death of the Cross, the
baptism of agony. (3.) For what did tle
give Him? That whosvever should be-
lieve might not perish but have everlasting
life. y

On Satarday afternoon the election
ot two new Governors for Acadia
College took place. Several matters
of Toutine” bustiess were attended to.-
After which the question of inserting
 [lome Missions,” in the objtets of
the Conventioy received ec'ﬁ’:\t dis-
cussion, some contending that there
was a natural aud necessary conpec-
tion between Hom: Missions, Foreign
Missions and Edueation, end that all
the churches shquld have one commou
heart to carry ou the work effectually.
Others ssil the contivual offort to
change the base of cur operatous,
and so produce a condition pf unrest,
opersted very injuriously, and that we
have not a sufficiency of time to ecou-
sider the two matters now before us,and
should have difficult complications if
we attempted to divert Hlowe Missions
trom their present aud proper condi.
tion. Ultimately a comumitree was ap-
pointed to cousider the matter and
report next year. The following to be
said committee : Revds, Dr. Cramp,
Dr. Day, J. D. Pope, E. M. Saunders,
Dr. Sawyer, W. P. Everiu, 1. E. Bill,
E. Hickson, T. Todd, Dr. McDonald,
Dr. Rand and Judge McCully.

On, Monday morning Rev. J. D.
POpe of St, Juhn, [l‘eached the Con-
vention Sermon from Titus i. 5: ** For
this ‘cause left 1 thee in Crere, that
thou shouldest set in order the thiogs
that are wanting,”

‘The Secretary of Aecadia College,
Rev. 8, W..DeBlois, read the Report
of the Board of Governors which was
laid on the table for further consi-
deration.

Iu the afternoon sitting, after devo-
tional exzercises, a resolution was
adopted requesting Rev. Mv. Pope to
furnish a copy of Lis sermon for publi-
cation.

A resolution of cordial thanks was
adopted 10 Hon. Dr. Parker, A. Loug-
ley, E:q., and J. B. North, ]‘:.-q.. for
their very able and efficieut advucacy,

the Halls of Legislature, of equal
rights to all deominations in  the
matter of public support to Ed-
The committee of last year
on Publie Education was re-app.inted
—the pame of Rev. Joseph Murray

| being substituted for that of Rev. Jobu

Davis.

In accordance with the recommenda-
tion of the Committee of Nomination,
it was voted that Rev, K. M. Saunders
preach the Conveuntion Sermon next
year, Rev. T, A, Higgios be his alier-
nate.

The Board of Foreign Missions for
the current year was appointed, to con-
sist of Hon., A. McL. Seely, Rev. Dr.

Cramp, Rey. Dr. Tupper, Rex. W. P,

Everitt, Rev. D. A. Steele, Rev. A; B,
McDonald, A. W, Masters, Esq., Rev,
Edw. Hickson, Rev. G. M. W, Carey,
Rev. Dr. Day, Rev. W. A. Corey,
Rev. I. E Bill, Rev. J. D. Pope, Rev.
D. McLellan, and J. Harding, Esq.
After reading the Colle reasurer’s
Report. It was resolved that Rev. I,
E. Bill and Rev. Jos. F. Kempton
convey the thanks of the Convention
to {riends in England and the United

Endowment Fund of Acadia College.
‘Monday Evening was a Public Edu.

cational Meeting for addresses, on the

sut ject of education generally. After

marks, shewing that no sabject could
be more deeply interesting in whatever
phase it might be considered. He had
a strong conviction that we were losin
ground somewhat by forgetting what
education really is. Twelve years ago
he bad visited this place and could but
congratulate the people oa the progress
that bad been wmade in educational
matters. He saw many young men
here who had received the beuefit of
our schools, and he believed would be-
fore long find their way to Acadia Col-
legce. We have one grand object—to
supply advanced Education to young
womeun and young mcn, to establish an
efficient Academy for both, and to keep
the College in the highest possible
state of efficiency. There was no doubt
about the ability of the Baptists to do
this all that was necessary was the
will, and upapimity in carrying it out
and on to completion.

We have been obliged to defer mak-
ing use of the notes we have of the
excellent speecles made by Dr. Fyfe,
Dr. Adams, and others, at this meet-
ing, 80 that we might place before
our readers the following report on

THE STATE OF THE DENOMINATION.

The tollowing is the report on the
state of the Denomination :—

The Statistics furnished by the As-
sociation Minutes give the following
results ;—

NOVA SCOTIA.

Baptisins Y
/ Churches. during year. Members,
Western Associaton. 68 364 .567
Central o 45 2 . 6,337
@ U ek, | NETOLE  fSSereenl BRSIURR G SENCRES
———20,495
3 NEW BRUNBWICK.
Western b 72 149 4,999
Fastern " ¢7 . 598 6,376
11,575
P. E. ISLAND, :
16 1563 1,072

b

328 Churches. 2)30 Baptisms. Total M'b'rship. 32,042

The net increase is 5% per cent:
Nova Scotia, 3 per cent ; New Bruns-

wick, 5 per cent; Prince Edward
Island, 11§ per cent.
Last year the average increase was

nearly 8 per cent. That was an extra-
ordinary year. Two such years rarely
occur in.succession. The time has not
yet come for continuous prosperity, on
a general scale, though individual in-
stances do sometimes appear.  But the
fulfilment of Isa. lx. is sure, nor is it
possible according to human calcula-
stion, that * the knowledge of the Lord
should cover the earth as the waters
cover the sea ” till that magnificent
picture becomes a reality. Meanwhile,
it is cheering® to observe indications of
awakening energy.  The ages of for-
mality, and sloth, and selfishness, it i8
believed, are things of the past
Christian churches will henceforth be
gardens of the Lord, producing fruit
for the Master's use, and Christian
professors will be mueh more ambitious

truth and holiness. As true religion
thus advances, the divine origin of the
gospel will be more generally acknow-
ledged, and infidelity will be put to
shame. Referring to the ** controver-
sy which bas been agitated, whether
Christianity has done most good or
harm in the world,” a modern writer of
our denomination observes, “ If every
Christian had been an exemplary one,
this question never could have been
asked ; and when every Christian shall
be an exemplary ome, it never can be

asked again,” (Hinton's Theological
T'Works, vol. iv. p, 258),

Ten brethren have been ordained
during the year, viz :—
1874 ¥

Sept. 22. J. Johnston Armstrong, Greeo-
ville, Cumberland Co,, Nve
Scotia. :
26. L. M. Weeks, Isaac's Harbour,
Nova Scotia.
Oct. 27. J. R. Koight, Maryland, N. B.
Dec. 4. James I. DeWolfe, Uigg, P. 5.
Island.
1875 ,
Jan. 27. R.D. Burgess, Hebron, Nova
Seotia.
Feb. 9. Ezekiel Hopper, Pollet River,

New Brunswick,
March 17, Joeeph Cahill, Upper Kiogs-

clear, New Brunswick.

States for their liberal donations to the

the preliminary exercises the President -
Dr. Rand made some appropriate re-

than heretofore, of being witnesses for

April
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