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Sunpay, January 24th, 1875.— Prepar.
ation for Conquest.—Joshua v. 0-15.
B. 0. 1451,

Gorpen Trxr.—* Looking unto Jeeus,
the author and finisher of our faith.”
Hebrews xii. 2.

O v et

AnaLysis.—1. Reproach rolled away.
Ve. 9. 11. Renewal of Passover, Vs. 10,
I11. Eating oid corn Vs, 11. 1V, Ces.
sation of manna. Ve, 12, V. Vist of the

Hisroricar ConngcrioN,.— Matters of ro
ligion are to be attended to before businees,
For upward of a generation God's chosen
people have-been suffering his dieplensure-
in the wilderness, the tokens of which
have-been the discontinuance of the rite
that pledged them nutigoally to-Jehovah,
ae also of the festival of the Pussover, that
reminder ol divine deliverance from Kgypt.
Haviog now entered Canaan, God restores
to them both rite and festival, the obser-

.vance of which anticipates the conquest.

et

- ExposiTioN.— Verse 9.— This day have
1 rolled away the reproach of Egypt from
off you. This reproach was doubtless that
cast upon them by Egypt, which was io-
deed a sort of heavy weight or burden laid
and kept on thew by Jehovah thus far un.
der which they had groaned. Egypt, they
knew, hoped they were led out into the
wilderness to destruction ; not to be, as the
fugitives claimed, Goud's favorite children
to receive hlessing, but as miserable wrotch-
es, accursed, to perish under the curse.
And sure enough, what they hoped they
seemed to see ; and so exultantly the taunt
and reproach would be uttered, ** they
perish accursed.” Esx. xxxii, 12; Num.
xiv. 13-16 ; Deut, ix, 28, They bad been
under a curse, and had for thirty-eight
years, from the day of the murmuring at
Kadesh, been moving about as Nomads,
awaiting the death of the arms-bearing
men who were twenty years old and up-
wards on leaviog Egypt. Num, xiv. The
Passover was celebrated at Sioal (Num.
ix. 1-5); and why should not the itial
ceremony of circumcision, be performed
aleo? The two were oce-ordinate, baving
an equally close relation to the covenant.
Doubtless they were both continued till the
Kadesh murmuring, both then suspended
till the passage of Jordan, and both resumed
at Gilgal. By this renewal God is said to
roll off from Israel that old reproach, be.
cause thus renewed it was the sign and seal
that the ban was removed, and the cove-
nant relation restored. They were already
in the land of promise, and its conquest
was assured to them. Wherefore the name

of the place is called Gilgal [the Gilgal, |.

that is, the rolling] wnto this wuay. If the
place retained the name for filteen or twenty
years, it would thus be secure permanently,
Verse 10.—Encamped in Gilgal. This
here means that they continued there in
camp, for it was only the tenth day of the
month when they first encamped. iv. 19.
Kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of
the month at even, ** Passover” here of
course weans the Paschal Supper which
preceded and introduced the Passover as a
seven, day festival, On its origin and Jaw
see Ex. xii ; Lev. xxiii. 4-8 ; Num, xxviii.
16-25 ; Deut, xvi. 1-8, In the plains of
Jericho. Remember that Jericho was at
the west border of the valley of the Jordan,
in the plain, and Gilgal was thus on the
plain a little to the east of Jeriebo. iv. 19.
Verse 11.—They did eat of the old corn

~ of the land, * Corn" here, as currently
in the Bible, means grain, It is specially
pnoted that it was ** of the land,” because
this was the earnest of the (ulfiliment of
their long fond hope that here they were to
live. This land was to be theirs. On the
morrow after the Passover., ln the [Heb-
rew idiom, ** the morrow of the Passover.”
It would seem to be on the filteenth of the
month, as it is in Numbers xxziii, 3. But
from Lev. xxiii. 10-14, it seems that on the
sixteenth, ** the morrow alter the Sabbath”
(the Sabbath of the fewst waé on the
fifkeenth) ; & burnt offering of the'flour of
the grain of that year was to be presented,
and that not uatil then was it lawful for
the people 0 eat of the grain.  Unleavened
cakes and parched corn. Unleavened cakes
were eaten all through the feast, ineluding
the evening of the fifteenth, Ex. xii. 8.
Baut the unleavened loaves and cakes eaten

before the sizteenth were not to be made of

ovll.MmhowxllI. 83 iv an exception.
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From Ruth ii, 14, ete., it scoms that it was
usual to eat ** parohed corn,''—grain—
wheat and barley. It is still in the East.
Tristram thus desoribes the process as seen
by himeelf: ** A fow sheaves of wheat
wore tossed on the fire, and as soon as the
straw was consumed, the charred heade
were dexterously swept from the embere on
to a oloak ff)rud on the ground. The wo-
mon of the party then beat the eare and
tossed them into the air till they were
thoroughly winnowed, when the wheat was
eaten without further preparation, The
green ears had become half charred by the
ronsting, and there was a pleasant mingling
of milky wheat and a fresh-crust Havor as
we chewed the patobed corn.' In the self-
same day, ** that very day.'’ It wasan
fmportant duy as-closing one era and begin- |
ning another—an epochal day.

Verse 12.—The manna ceased on the

time it had continued, as need required.
1té continuance was a tign and & rewinder
that as yet they were not in poseession ol
the promise, had not as theirs the land of
plenty * flowing with milk and honey.”
It was & badge of destitution not less than
of divine protection. See the statement in
Ex. xvi. 35.

Verse 18.—And it came to pass. This
introduces the account of Joshua's inter.
view with the angel, which extends to vi.
5. This nccount is the introduction to and
explanation of Jericko's fall. - Behold there
stood a man over aganst him. The ap-
pearance was that of a man, though in
fact the Eternal Son of tiod. Ve, 15  With
his sword drawn in his Aand. Fit emblem
that God called and led them to the cun-
quest in war, and that now was the time—
o drawn sword. This may seem to some
an unfit aspect for Jehovah to wear, But
God destroys not less than he makes and
keeps: alive. Diseases,” tempests, earth.
quakes are his swords, He has both
‘* soverity " and ** goodness."’ He is just
not less than kind. If he saves so also
does bo punish. In him are wrath and
mercy, not cruelty, but righteous retribu-
tion. The nations of Canaan were wicked
exceedingly, the measure of their wicked.
pess full. The time had come when the
hand of holiness had need to smite, the
Now Testament ivsists upon the retributive
justioe of God as emphatically as the Old
lestament. Read Matthew xxiii, 13-39 ;
Rom, ii; Rev. viaxx. We wmust at the
very threshold of this work of conquest on'
which with Joshua we now enter, come to
a clear and full view of this two-fold aspect
of God, this completeness and balance of
his character, Joshua went unto Aim. Not
as yet suspeoting who he was. Here was
valor such as was shown by Joshua at
Rephidim and at Kadesh, such as made
him fit to be the leader of lsracl at this
time. Art thou Jor us or for our adver-
saries? The question of a soldier, bravely
asked. .On whieb side art thou ?

Verse 14.— Captain of the Lord's host.
Thie ** host ' was not simply lerael, the
Lord's people, though lsrael ie called *‘the
host of the Lord.” Ex. xii, 41, It was rather
the heavenly angelio host. 1 Kioge xxii,

19. 8o in the common phrase ** the Lord
[Jebovah] of hosts.” Compare Ps. exlviii,
2.  Joshua fell on his face to the earth and
did worship. Valor matched by piety.
What saith my Lord, eto. Joshua is now
in presence of the Supreme Head of the
army. He now asks orders.

l}nn 15, Loose thy shoes, eto. The
usual token of respect and reverence in the
Kast. And Joshua did so. Prompt, will.
ing, perfect obedience. Then follows the
message which the angel came to bring.
1t could not be given till there was readi.
ness to receive it. So it is now and ever :
‘* he that doeth shall know.” ** The secrel
of the Lord is with them that fear bhim."
What the message given was will appear
next week.

Qumsrions.—Va, 9. How did the Egyp-
tinns treat lsrael while in the wilderness ?
Was this ** the reproach’’ rolled away?
What rite had been discontioued in ¢
wilderness ? What is the meaning of
Gilgal ?

Ve. 10, What did the festival of the
Passover commemorate 7 How many times
had it been observed since leaving ‘g"» ?
Where was its first observance after the
exodus? Numbers ix. 1, 2. What does
Paul call Jesus ? 1 Corinthians v, 7.

Ve. 12, Wby did the manna ocease?
Where was it given for the firet time ?
Exodus xvi, 3, 4. What bread is everlast-
iog? John vi, 51,

Ve. 13. Who stood before Joshua ? Who

was this angel ? In what act does Joshua's
bravery appear ?

Ve, 14, o what do we see Joshua's
reverenoce !

Va. 15, Ia what his obedience ?
Abridged from the Baptist Teacher,

Suxpary, Jen 31st, 1876.~Jericho

morrow, eto. Thisshowe that =p-to-this | .

to tell stories so giten

Nouths' ﬁigfjtmmt.

WITH ALL YOUR MIGHT.,

-
If you've any task to do,
Let me whisper, g:o?:i. to you,

2 ]

If you've anything to say,
*True and needed, yea or nay,

Suy it

If you've anything to love,
As a blessing from above,
Love it,

If you've m;thlng to give
That another's jcg may live,
; ive it.

It you know what torch to light,
Gu{dlng others through the night,
s

If you've any debt to pay,
~ Rest you neitber night nor day,
e g Y

If you've any joy to hold,
Ne;: your bzagt.’ lest it grow cold,

If you've any grief to meet,
At the loving Father's feet,
:Meet is.

If you're given light to see
What a child of S(i:di should be,
..

Whether life be bright or drear,

There's & message sweet or clear

Whispored down to every ear:
Hoar it.

- -

TO0 MUCH GOLD,

«¢ Now, papa, you must tell me an ambi-
tious story to-night.”

Minnie Peroy had seated herself, without
help, in her papa's lap. He was sitting in
a large arm«chair pretonding to be asleep.
He had his hand over his eyes, his elbow
resting on the arm of his ebair. Minnie
knew well enough he was playing ** poe-
sum,” 80 she bad climbed up and ourled
bherself down for & good-night story. Her
fatber laughed, ¢ An ambitious story—I1
dob’t understand,” he pinched ber pink
oheek, and pulled a curl one side, then the
other, and after two or three * creepy
mouses,” Minunie recovered from ber glee
enough to say—

“ Why, you koow, papa, what that
means ; it's & aory\that imn’t trae—it's all
‘splained in ome of the Rollo Books you
read me,”

“ Oh, you mean fictitious ; you must be
garelul when you use long words or you
will trip, my puss.” :

 Yes, that's it—fictitious, I wmean
something that dida't happen, you know.”

The little girl smoothed her little white
apron, piocked at the ruffles, put ber bands
in the cunning pookets, sat about five
seconds, then asked, :

* Are you thinking, papa?”

 Yee, yes, lot mo sce,” be replied, rub
bing his forehead, The fact was, be had
that it kept him
busy, though some stories Minnie liked to
hear over and over. ** Didn't I hear my
little daughter, & while ago, at her play
saying, ‘ I wish T had a gold dress and
gold doll, gold dishes, gold bed, gold room,
and everything I had was gold "’

¢ 1 guess "'—Miouie smiled and dropped
her head, so her papa ocouldn's see ber
dimples, * 1 guess I was telling Nellie
Weeks that, when we were playing visit.”

Then her paps soatched a dosen kisees
from her soft cheek and red lips before he
proceeded. * little girl thiok she
would be any qu it everything she
had was gold?”’

¢+ N=no; bat §§ would be nice,” she
faltered.

“ Well, 1 think I will tell you not only
AD ambilions '’

« Fictitious, paps. 1 remember now,"”
said Minnie.

 Well, not only a fctitious story, but a
classical one; you are 0 fond of loog
pames. "’ 4 A

“ What's clpssienl 7"

‘T supposed you would ask,s0 [ have
my aoswer ready. It means the best
writers, 1t ueed to apply only to the

eei—

the best models of fine writing ; now it jo-
oludes modern suthors of the firet rank,
those well versed in ancient languages,
those who write the most pure, ocorrect,
and refioed. Your bwother's Virgil aud
Salldst ‘are Latin olassical books, and
pepa‘s Plato and Demosthenes are Greek.
Now, I am going to tell you s very old
aathors.

the new grain, Leaven is the emblem of
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Taken.~Joshua vi. 12-20,

w«x” |

Greeks and Romans; who are coneidered |

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER

P

gin pamed Midas, - We know there was
such a country, and it is desoribed as being
high table-land, abounding in corn and
wine, and celebrated for its fine sheep and
cattle. It is mentioned in the Bible, for
St. Paul travelled over it twice, preaching
the gospel. But this king—we are not so
sure about him, but the story has been
handed down from generation to generation
about him. He was very fond of show
and power, To have these he must have
gold, One time Bucchus, who was god of
wine, wae having a great jubilee with his
followers, when they miesed Silenus ; he
was Buochue's tutor, and was very old
now, and feeble with dissipation. While
under the influence of wine he lost his
way, and went into the kingdom of Phry-
gis, and was taken to the king. e made

_| & great feast and kept bim ten diays, then
_he took him back to Bacchus, who was so

grateful for the return of his foster-father
that he told Midus he would grant him
any wish he might request, Then what
did the foolish king reply.

“ Give we,” says he—nor thought he atked
too much,

- That, with my body whatsoe'er I touch

Changed from the nature which it bheld ot’ old,
May Ue converted into yellow gold.”

[le had his wish, and started home
He broke a branch from a tree as he walk-
ed along; behold, it turned to gold—then
he touched a stone ; it turned to gold. He
grew more excited as well as delighted ;
he had only to lay a fioger on any objeot,
and it turned to gold. W hen he went into
bis palace the pillars were shining gold,
whore he carclessly touched. Then in his
transport he ordered his slaves to prepare
a feast of daintiest dishes ; so they did,

and set before their bappy lord ; but alas,

now see him ; he takes a piece of bread—
it is gold ; a piece of meat—it is gold ; he
begins to got alarmed, and soatches his
wine-oup.

“ Ah ! no change,” he said, ** the charm
ie broken ;"' he looked relieved...

* The king's cup was gold,” eaid one of
bis guests. “log
The king put it to his lips. Ab, the
wine wae fluild gold as it ran from his
mouth, Now he grows sick of his wish,
of hie power, He is alraid of starving,
80 he confesses his folly to Bacchus, and
bege bim to take back his gift. - Bacchue
bade him wash in the river Pactolus; when
be did, all the sand turned to gold; he
bated the sight of it, so much so that he
would not let hia peuple gather it, so' s
was washed away. The gold bhad not
wade him bappy but a very short time.”

“Ob papa,’ exclaimed Minnie, ** U'll
never, never with for anything to be gold
again; then 1 couldn’t eat grandma's
doughnuts, or mamma's orange cake, or
Bridget's cookies,’’

* One would think you live upon cake.
I am not sure but cake way be as fatal as
gold, though it would take some longer to
die from the effots of it than from starva-
tion."”

“ Oh, I have to be stinted ; 1 can have
only just s0 much; but 1 bave wished
everything we ate was cake, 1 like it so.
I see 1 must not, that would be wrong,"

* Yes, my daughter ; but to return to
our story., 1 wish you to remember it wae
what yoo asked for, a fictitious story,
though like many of those old stories and
legends, it contains a good moral, Be sat-
itfied with what you bave, and do not
spend valuable time in vain wishes, for
wany times, il gratified, we should find
them as bateful to us as the king Midee
did bis gold."— Squid Scotch, in The In-
lersor.

T ———— o _eoe-b

“ Two things a mastor cowmits to bis
servants’ care,’’ saith one, ** the child and
the child's clothes.” It will be a poor ex-
ouse for the servant to say, at his master’s
return, ** Sir, here are all the child's
olothes, neat and olean, but the child is
lost !” Much o with the account that
many will give to Gud of their souls and
bodies at the great day. ** Lord, here ie
my body: | was very grateful for i¢; 1
neglected nothing thas belonged to its con-
tent and welfare ; but as for my soul, that
is lost and cast away forever. I took little
care and thought abuut it !"— Flavel,
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“An old man snd bis wife who came o
by the Central road yesterday morning,

* Hack ” at them.

"Mv“nunpmkhg in Phry.

WL SR e MY T e reveT

coming.”

saw about thirty hacke at the door of the
depot and about thirty hackmen shoutiog
The man took it all as
s bhigh compliment, and turning to the old
woman he said : * ] tell you, mother, they
thiok we are something great, or they'd
néver bad all theeo carrianges down here to
'| meet us, 1 wonder bow they knew we was

WHAT A SPIDER CAN EAT.

Some of the smaller animals apd in-

seote are said to cat more than their own

weight daily, If men ate after the same

fashion, a famine would soon prevail, and

the race must die out, An exchange com-
pares a spider’s daily diet with a wan’s :

In order to test what a spider eould do

in the way of eating, we arose about day-

break one morning, to supply his fine web

with » fly. At firet, however, the spider
did .not come from his retreat, so we
peeped among the leaves, and there dis-
covered that an earwing had been eaught,
and wae now being feasted on. The spider
left the earwing, rolled up the fly, and at
once returned to his ** ficet course.” This
was at half-past five, A. M., in September.
At seven, A. M., the earwing had been

‘demolished, wnd the spider, after resting &

little while, and probably enjoying a . nap,
came down for the fly, which he bid
finished at nine, A M. A little afer nive
we supplied him with a daddy-long.legs,.
which was eaten by noon. At one o'clock
a blow-fly was greedily seised, and with an
appetite apparently no worse for his pre-
vious indulgence, he commenced on the
blow-fly. During the day, and toward the
evening, & great many small green flies,
or what are properly termed midges, bad
been caught in the web; of these we
counted one hundred and twenty, all dead,
and fast prisoners in the mpider's net,
Soon alter dark, provided with a lantern,
we went to examine whether the spider
was suffering at all from indigestion, or in
any other way irom his previous meals ;
instead, however, of being thus affected,

various little green midges, which he then
took to his retreat and ate. This process
he repeated, carrying up the lots in little
detachments, until the whole web was
eaten, for the web and its contents were
bundled up together. A elight rest ot
about an hour was followed by the most in-
dustrious web-making process, and before
daybreak another web was ready to be used
in the same way. Taking the relative sinc
of the spider and of the creatures it ate,
and applying this to a man, it would be
somewhat as follows: At daybreak,fa
small alligator was eaten ; at seven, A.M.,
& lamb; at nine, A. M., a young came-
leopard ; at one o’clock, a sheep ; and dur-
ing the night, one bupdrad and twenty
larks. Thie, we believe, would be a yery
fair allowance for one man during twenty-
four bours ; and could we find one gifted
with such an appetite and such a digestion,
we can readily comprebend how he might
spin five miles of web without killing bim.

self, provided he posseesed the necessary
machivery.

-
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“ BIBLE FIRST”

The Rev. Peter Stryker, D. D, tells the
the following little story i the Sunday
School Times ;

About forty years ago, a Christian man
sat at his fireside in Philadelphia. Near
by bim; playing on the floor, was his only
child, a beautiful little boy. It was early
in the morning. The day's work had not
yet begun ; and waiting for his breakfast,
it may be, the father took up the daily
paper to read. The boy at once climbing
up into his lap, snatobed away the paper,
exclaiming, ** Nu, no, papa! Bible first '
Bible first, papa !”

That lesson, taught by a little child, wae
probably a turniog-point in the life of thas
man, Death scon came and rudely tore
away the sweet little preacher ; but his
morning sermon was never forgotten. The
business man, in bis loneliness and sorrow,
went forth to do his work for Chriet,
** Bible first, papa,” was every ringing in
his ears. It became the motto of his life.
He was exovediogly prospered in bis busi-
vess, Wealth accumulated. Business in.
oreased. Friends multiplied. But upper-
most in that man's hears was the precious
Word of God., He read nnd stadied it.
Aw teacher and superintendent in the Sab-
bath school, he taught it. He did more
tban this—he practised its precepts,

The gentleman referred to was the well-
koown locomotive-engine builder, Matthine
W. Baldwin, of Philadelpbia. Would not
the child’s cry—** Bible first !"—be an ex-
collent motto for every Sunday school
teacher in the land ?

Truth beiog founded upon a rock, you
must boldly dig to seg its foundations,
without fear of destioying the edifice ; but
falsehood beiog laid on the eand, if you
examioe ite foundations you cause it

he was employed in rolling up together the -
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