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BIBLE LESSONS FOR 187), 

INTERNATIONAL SERIES, 
Heroes and Judges, wr 

Sunpay, March 140A, 1875 «The Altar 
of Witness, Joshua xxii,’ 21-27. 

Goroeny Text.=='* Yeo are all one in 
Christ.”—Galatians iii; 28. : 

ANarLysis,=1. A dad motive disavowed, 
Ve. 21-28. 11. A good motive wvowed, 

a mere. 

Hisronricar Nore =—=As a first exercise | 

in ‘preparation for this lesson all should 
read Num, xxxii, 1-33, Haviog kept their 
promise and been away at war scven years, 
the trans.Jordanie tribes ask permission to 
return howe. As good soldiers, their cap. 
tain gives them an honorable discharge. 
While on their way howe, and just alter 
crossing the Jordan, they build an altar, 
upon the report of which the ten tribes in. 
fer that their castern-bound brethren had 
erred at Peor, Ve, 17; Num, xxv. 3. A 
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I If it be io rebellion,” ete, - The erceotion 
of the altar of course they could not, and 

did not eare to, deny ; but only the motive 
or design oharged ngainst them in its ereo- 
tion. Jehovah had commanded, that the 
nation should sacrifice at the place by him 
designated, and nowhere else; that there 

should bo one and only one centre.taber 
nacle or tewple—one national sanctuary. 
No man can truly worship God, if he will. 
fully disobeys God, ** Obedience ia better 

| than sacrifice.” Or if to offer thereon 
| burntsoffering or meat-offering, or if to 
offer peace-offerings thereon, 1[ even these 
they would not there uffer, much less would 
-they offer the solemn sacrifices of atone. 

offering—which lay at the foundation of 
| tho. ritual service, They emphatically 
| denied the purpose to-offer any sacrifices, 
| Let the Lovd [Jehovah] Aimself require it. 
| Equivalent to the words, ** Save us not.” 
A clean conscience gives great boldness ; 

‘and the conscience made clean through 
| Christ's blood—aceepting Christ as Atoner 
and Advooate—ocan go with boldness even 

to the final judgment. * Who shall lay 
anything to the charge of God's elect? 
It is God that justifieth,, Who is he that 

firet impulse for war was overruled by dis- | condemneth ? &e. 

cretion, end an investigating committee 
was ordered, the result of whose mission | 

Verse 24, — If we have not done it. For 
fear of this thing. The same motive, and 

proved the wisdom of their appointment, | the same zeal which animated the other 
reflecting great honor upou all parties. It | tribes in calling them to account, had 

is w green spot in a quiet corner ol Jewish | animated them in building the altar, Ae. 
history, to linger upon which even in 0 
Sunday school lesson, is delightlul, 

ExrosiTioN, = Verse 21. — Children. 
More literally, in each case, *'wons” 
These three tribes, as we have already 
learned, had, at their own request, received | 

of Moses before his death their assignment 

of land on the east of Jordan, Their men 
of war had left their fawilics on the east of 
Jordan, and had given seven years of ser 
vice with and for the other tribes om the 
west of Jordan, until now that land was in 

the main conquered. Thue had they well | 
redeemed the pledge made to Moses, when 
he made to them the assignment of this 
territory, Naw, xxxil. 25-32, Their dis- 
missal with Joshua's paternal charge aud 
bevediction, was only fairand fit, Va, 1-5, 
At the time mentioned in thi¥ verse they 
were back ou their own. soil, in their own 

homes. What a re-union of friends long 
sundered ! What hearty and general joy | 

all through the rogion occupied by the 
three tribes! But in the midst of the joy 
they ure suddenly charged by their brethren 

cusers and acoused had one epivit, + The 
thing * feared is that which follows. In 
time to come your children, eto, ** Chil. 
dren ™ are here descendants of future gen. 
crations, These castern tribes so prized 
the unity of vational lite, worship and in. 
heritance, that they wished to guard against 
its rapture in future, Here was laudable 
care for the future, and a wise foresight. 
The tables are thus turned, for there is a 
sort of accusation against the other tribes 
implied in the supposition that even their 
descendants might thus proudly act, 

Verse 25,— For the Lurd hath made Jor. 
dan a border between. us dnd you. This 
was the ground of the fear, and they here 
suppose the Israelites of future generations, 
west of Jordan, “to urge it in justification 
of their rejection of the eastern tribes. 
This rearon naturally caused the fear, Ye 
children of Reuben and children of Gad. 
Maunasseh is not mentioned here, either be 
cause of ita comparative smallness, or be- 
cause a part of the tribe had a place in 
Palestine near Ephraim, and hence the 

on the other side with a grievous sin, and 

are roundly upbraided, Vs, 10-20, And | 
said unto the heads of the thousands of | 

Israel, Compare vs. 14, from which it | 
appears that these princes or heads wero | 
the chiels, not each of his tribe, but rather | 

each the chict of one of the subdivisions | 
of a tribe, called w family, or * house.’ | 

The word thousands emphasizes the num. | 
| 

Verse 22. «The Lord God vf gods, the | 

Lord God of gods, he knoweth, They | 
wore about to assert their perfect innocence | 
of the awtul charge brought against thew | 
This uppcal is here put most strongly, | 
The word translated ** Gud" means ** the 
mighty,” “that is, the Almighty; * of | 
gods” is God us the supreme, or sovereign, | 
and ** the Lord” is Jehovah—the 1 Aw, | 
the Covenant God of lsrael, Preserving | 
the 1lcbrew order, we have as the appeal | 
the following :  ** The Alwighty One, Gud, | 
Jehovah, The Almighty One, God, Jehovah, | 

knoweth.” Happy the man who, when | 

accused of crime, can thus call God to! 

witness in his favor! * God does know | 

our integrity,” say thoy, And Israel, he 
shall know. Shall know, shall be wade 
speedily to know the same, They recog: | 

nize io this that their acousers had not 

knowingly and willfully charged them un- | 
Justly, They knew that there was bu | 
reason for the inference deawn by their ue. | 

cusers, Their net, in the circumstanoes, | 
was liable to that covstruction, A lesson | 
of caution {rom the conduct of the accusers | 
i, to beware how we make haste to put 
bad constructions on the conduct of others 
~especially of those who have proved 
themselves worthy of trust by past integ. 
vity, Jf it be in ribellion. The word 
properly translated ‘il, is often ** a | 
particle of swearing,” and has the mean. 
ing, ** assuredly not,” or, ** as the Lord 
liveth, mot,"" ** Save us not this day.” 
‘“ Blot ue out at ovees” The Scriptures 
and common senee both warn us against 
the use of such solown affirmations on ordi. 
nary occasivne, and concerning ordivary 
matters, 

Verse 23 —That we have built wa an 
altar, to turn from [fullowing the Lord, 

tribe would in them continue to be repre- 
sented, No part in the Lord [Jehovab), 
Jehovali was regarded vs hiwselt the in- 
heritance of the Israelite) He belonged 
to Israel, and by inheriting tim they in. 
herited all the blessings that comb from 
having him as a possession. So shal! your 
children, ote. A -sulfivient cause of dread 
to the hearts of pious Israelites, Teng 
speaks the religious care of loving parents. 

Verse 20, — Therefore we said. ** Thie 
is the reason, not that which you suspected 
and charged.” Their story was true and 
sell-consistent, and proved them to be 
Israelites indeed, and was 50 accepted by 
the deputies and the tribes whom they re 
presented. Vs. 28-34, Blessed is the man 
who rejoices to find and own himself to 
have been wrong in an unfavorable judg: 
ment of a brother, 

~ Verse 27, — But that it may be a witness. 
From verses 10 und 14 it seems that it was 
built by the Jordan, Verse 11 readily ad. 
wits that it was on the west side. Do the 
service of the Lord before Aim. Share in 
the established national service at the 
sanctuary of his own appointment where he 
for them dwelt, and to them wanifested 
himself, Dear to the heart of the true 
[sraclite were the city, the sanctuary, and 
the service of God, 

Questions, — With whom does our lesson 
deal ig What do you know of the 
previous history of these tribes? Should 
qo say they were wen of their word ? 
low long had they been ubsent from 
howe ? LE Gd they been absent ? 
Nam, xxxii. 20. In the way home, what 
did they build? Vs 10. On what bank? 
Heonring of which, what did the ten tribes 
wler ? Va 15-20. What was their first 
wmpube ? Ve, 12. What did they finally 
do? Ve. 13, 14, 

Ve, 21. What is meant by ** heads of 
the thousands ''? 

Va. 22. What is the significance of the 
phrase, ** The Lord God of gods "? Of 
the words in parcothesis, ** Save us not 
this day ''? | 

Vs 23. If their motive had been bad, 
what are they willing God should do? 
Meaning of requite ? 

Vs, 24-27. What does their motive 
rove to be? ls it culpable or worthy ? 
8 the statement satislactory to the ten 

This continues the sentence beginning 
4 Po——1 

What practical lessons docs that narra. 

ment.=the sin.offering and the trespass + 

‘when if the cat's in the well, she's dead of 

rn ——— ln Wl ve 

tive teach ? Ans. 1. That however natural 
an inference may be, it may prove to be 
utterly false. 2. That a mutual conference 
18 the surest way of ending difficulties, 
Matt: xviii, 15. 3 That zeal Jor God's 
honor 4s commendable, if it be without 
sacrifice of brotherly love. Gal, vi. 1, 

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher, 

~ Suxpar, March 21st, 1875. Joshua's 
Warning.s=Joshua xxiii, 11-16, 

~ Aouths’ Department, 
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LOOK AHEAD, 

A pelican, flying home one dny 
With a fine fas fish from Oyster Bay, 
Was met by a crow, who had sought in vain 
For something to still his hunger's pain— 
And who knew that fish was good for the 

brain, 
So he slyly said, ¢* Why, friend, what's in you, 
To carry a fish at a full neok's length ? 

J 

| 

[s that any way to economise strength ? 
I call it a waste of muscle and sinew: 
Just throw your head over your shoulder, 

80 
You distribute the weight over all your 

_ Irawme, 
You can carry a double load of game, 
And thus, without tiring, home you go!" | 
he pelican did as his false friend bade, 
But striking a bough he came to wreck, 
And down he fell with a broken neck, 
Aud the crow bad a royal dinner ot shad. 

[ wrote this fable for three little men, 
Whose names are Willie and Arthur and 

Jack ; 
And this is the moral, clear and plain : 
** When you run forward, don't look back.” 

~JoAn Hay, in St. Nicholas. 

TOoMMY'S KI I'TEN. 

‘ Kitty, kitty, kitty come puss, come 
puss 1" called little Tomuiy's mamma, and” 
placed a saucer of warm milk in kitty's 
cosy corn: ‘* Where's kitty ? she 
added. 
And little Tommy answered —** Trowed 

‘erin ‘oe’ well.” . 
‘“ What?" inquired sister Florence, 

soatehing him up in her arms, while 
everybody stood breathless-<'* what do you 
say, Tommy : 

‘“ Trowed pussy down ine’ water— 
souse !” repeated the three-year old, enjoy. 
ing the consternation. ** Mew ! :.o.w!" 
he went on, imitating the ery of a dis 
tressed pussy. - 
“Oh, you cruel, you dreadful boy!" 

cried Aunt Huldah, dropping her fatiron. 
** You'll get into State's Prison some day, 
sure as you live,” 

girls, and to talk with them wbout the | 

Tommy koew nothing of State Prison, 
and therefore had no dread ; but the severe | 
tones of his aunt disturbed him, and be put | 
his thumb 1 his mouth and was silent. 
“0 Tommy, Tommy!" woaned Flor 

ence, letting fall some tears on his fair 
wir, at which he seemed still more pers | 
exed, ** What have you done 
‘* Don't blame the, child till you know," 

** He don’t know what he's saying,” 
‘* Come and show wmamwa where kitty | 

is.” His mother gave Tummy her baad | 
and he led her to the well direct. 
“Down there," said he, doubtfully | 

now, ** Deep, deep. Kitty can come up 
in a bucket, M.e-w!" 

** Do you know you'll have to choke to 
death for want of water—you dreadful, 
dreadful boy !"' from Aunt Huldabh. “The 
well is spilled.” 
Tommy on tiptoe tried to peep over the 

curb, to see how a spoiled well looked, 
** Poor, poor kitty !" murmured his sis. 

ter with more tears. * I'm alraid God 
can't love Tommy now,” 

‘“ Ho's dot tats enough," replied the 
child innocently, 

** You'll all cateh cold,” says grandwa, 
who, with all the family, had come out to 
the well, ** That amn't worth the while, 

course,” 
Mrs. Macy sent Florence into the house 

with Tommy, aud Aunt Huldah aod grand. 
ma followed, 

I'wo neighbors were at the moment 
passiog in a sleigh; Tommy's mother 
culled to them aud told what bud happened 
They sprang out, and while one was hitch. 
ing the horse at the gate, the other 
hastened to look into the well. 
“1 can see nothing," he said, except 

some little floating thing, like a chip.” 
The sun was shining brightly, and he 

directed Mrs, Macy to bring a looking. 
glase, in order that by reflocting its rays 
into the well they might make certain of 
the presence of the drowned animal, He 
also inqaired the depth of the well, and 
spoke evccuragiogly about going down to 
bring up the body.” 
“ Mow-purmow !" and just then Tom. 

wy’s black kitten came trotting along the 

snow-path with a mouse in her mouth that 
she had caught at the barn. Iler tail wae 
erect and her oyce shone; she evidently 
expected praise for her brave deed, alter 
her long watehing, while little she knew 
the anxiety of the household on her ac- 
count, 5 

‘* Why, of all things "exclaimed grand. 
mother, who had returned ne far as the 
back door, 

‘“ You dear creature!” said Florence 
running out to weet the-kitten, Then to 
Aunt Huldeh at the window, ** Tommy 
isn’t so Jreadtul a boy, after all, is he?” 

‘* 1 should say yes—to tell such a story 
~=ut Ais age I'' returned her aunt, nothing 
softened. ** You koow what becomes of 
all liars 2" 

But at this moment, up, up, was deawn 
the brimming bucket out of the well, and 
on the surface of the water was the baby's 
toy kitten, looking not much damaged— 
but it never mewed after that, 
So the excitement about a cruel little 

boy and a drowned kitten was over, 
L. 8. G. in Christian Era. 

A TRUE STORY OF LITTLE 
MARY, 

FROM A LETTER WRITTEN BY IER SUNDAY 

SCHOOL TEACHER, 

““ During the last few weeks I have 
endeavoring to asecrtain the true state of 
little Mary's wind, and am convinced that 
she really luves the Saviour. 1 have many 
times asked her what reason she could give 
why she loved Jesus. She says, * Because | 
[ love to read the Bible, and to pray, alone 
by mysell and with the little Catholic 

Saviour." Said she to we, (in one of our | 
interviews, which are very frequent,) * I | 
was having a little prayer mooting last 
Sabbath noon, before coming to Sabbath 
school, and just as I was going to read my 
chapter, I thought ot one of the little girls 
who was not there. So 1 ran over to her 
house for her, and, do you think, Teacher, 
I found her sewing! and said to her, 
‘‘ What, sewing on the Lord's Day! | 
What can you- be doing!" She said,’ 
‘** Making my dolls dresses.” I asked | 
her to lay them all away, and to-morrow I | 
would make thew for her.' Mary said sho | 
did so and wont with her to the prayer 
meeting, and added, * | prayed particularly | 
for this Catholic girl, that God would | 
wake her so good that she never would | 
wish. to work again upon the Sabbath.! |. 
The next day Mary went to the Sunday 
School Department, and bought a little | 
book entitled, * The Little Girl who was | 
hfraid to work upon the Sabbath,” for | 

| keep it holy." Little Mary has } 
| 5 LY 3 : ; | the habit of meeting these Catholic ¢hil | was his loving grandmother's suggestion. | dren for the | | 

which she said she paid two cents, and | 
gave it to her little friend, begging her to 
always * Rumewmber the Sabbath day and 

n io | 

ast three months, reading the | 
Bible, singing and praying with them, and | 
also teaching them hywns and verses of | 
Scripture. She has brought many children | 
into our school. Mary is a sweet singer, 
and loves most of nll the beautiful hymn, 
* We love to sing of Jeeus;® and her little 
face brightens as 1 talk to her of the 
Saviour, al ways more interested in the story 
of the cross than any other. She is an 
English girl, and only eight years of age." 
The beloved friend from whom I bad this 

account was soon after called to her rest. 
Whether little Mary still loves and serves 
the Saviour on earth, or praises lim with 
her faithful teacher in heaven, 1 do not 
koow,—= W. ¢ R 

* -_—ea-. 

We find the following in one of our ex: 
changes ; — ’ 

HOW THE PIG GOT HOME, 

Just out of New York city dwells a 
thrifty couple whose great love is pork. A 
pig is raised yearly. Many children would 
be glad of the attention paid to the inmate 
of the pen. The man and his wife took a 
Journey, and were gone three days. On 
the way home~ fifteen miles away-—-the 
couple saw at the forks of the roads n small 
pig that had a wonderfully familar look. 
The animal stood waiting for the waggon, 
fucing the comers, The pig made a grant 
of recognition and made a dash for the 
horse. He soon got entangled in the run. 
ning gear and brought the thing to a stand. 
still. Satisfied that the young porker was 
hie own, the man liked him into the 
waggon. The pig cuddled down aad went 
to sleep; and lay stiller thun a child. Lie 
woke up as the waggon neared the house, 
leaped out, and ran for his pen. It turned 
out that he had been stolen and carried 
twenty miles into the country, He wade 

1 which sustaine and finally 
oh and the ordeal refines while it 

RBS Wry 

his escape and wae howeward bound when 
he epied his old friends and got a lift in the 
waggon. x 
[Some of our readers will doubtless won- 

der whether the New York man made any 
enquiries in the neighbourhood if they had 
lost a pig ] 

¢ ew a: — 

* FIT FOR—~WHAT PLACE? 

It is related of the distinguished Rev. 
Dr. Bellamy, that he had seasons of deep 
despondency, when he was confident he 
was going to hell, Ilias brethren often 
labored with him in vain, 
Ooe day, after all reasoning had failed, 

one of the ministers said to him, ** Well, 
brother, you know more about yourself 
than wo do. To us you appear very well ; 
but after all, you may be a whited sopul- 
oher—benutiful outside, but inwardly full 
of corruption. If so, you will go to hell, 
I should like, huwever, to know what you 
will do when you get there ?" 
“Do?! eried. the doctor, with great 

| animation and emphasis; ** what will 1 
do? I will vindicate the law of God, and 
set up prayer meetings." 
“All right,” said the brother; ** but in 

that case the devil will not keep you there ; 
be will soon turn you out as untitted for 
bis place and company.” 
The doctor came out of his gloom and 

was happy. 

- Co ——— 

THE FIRST FALSEHOOD, 

An aged man, who hoped that his sins 
had been [orgiven, said that through Lis 
whole life his firet falsehood deliberately 
uttered was prescot to his remembrance. 
His mother bad forbidden him to go wo 
bathe ut o certain place. lle had been led 
to transgress her command by the ridicule 
of bis companions, who taunted him with 
being afraid of being whipped by a woman, 
When he came home, she saw” from the 
derangement of bis dress what he bad been 
doing. Sbe asked bim if he bad been 
bathing, and with a flushed countenance 
he ‘answered, ** No, ma'am.” She gave 
him a Jook of pain, and retired to ber 
chamber, That first falschood led to 
others yet it was never forgotten by him, 
and pever remembered by him  withous 
pain, 
There should be no first faldehood, and 

then there will be no succeeding ones. 

TEN SERVANTS, 

One of the Paris alimanecs has thie story, 
signed Laboulaye: A luay girl, who liked 
to live in comforts and do nothing, asked 
ner [wiry godwother to give her a 
genius to do everything for her. On the 
instant the fairy walled tem dwarferwho 
dresscd and washed the little girl and 
combed her hair, and fed her, and wo on. 
All wus dune eo nicely that she was happy 
except for the thought that they would go 
away. * To prevent that," said the god. 
wother, ** I will place them permanently 
in your tn pretty little fingers.’ And 
they are there yet, 

tt -ee » 

Barrisr wants. — We want,” suys v 
correspondent of the Watchman and Re- 
Sector who' writes from .a Massachusetts 
village, ealled Turner's Falls, ** Baptist 
young men in our wills, also a Baptist 
dentist, a Baptist * meatman,’ a Baptist 
milkman, a Baptist barber, a Baptist dry. 
goods merchant, and Baptists to start busj- 
ness of all kinds, We want Baptist ladice 
too. Baptist girls who will carry their 
religion into the mills will be a Godsend. 
A first-class Baptist milliner is needed, ‘I'be 
Baptist society is the most intelligent here 
and the pastor will gladly apswer any 
letters ol inquiry from smart Baptiss 
peuple ” 
a a . 

The really great are aware that on a 
multitude of suhjeots they can be bus 
learners and inquirers, till they see things 
by-and by in the light of the perlect day ; 
and so they are wodest and silent, where 
others are fluent and confident. © 

em — — 

Dinmonds are found in great abundance 
among tho tropics, where the sun shines 
the most, There seoms to be the bess 
place for the earbon to erystallize into the 
gem. So Christians grow into precious 
worth into Christ's kingdom, when longest 
io the enjoyment of Him ns the Sun of 
Righteousness, 

Bait LL 

Difficulty excites the mind to the dignity 
conquers mis- 
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