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Paeton.

Here, then. is a new witness for the
ancient practice of immersion, and I
feel a pleasure in having seen it and

NEAR THE CROSS.

W here can man,all vile within,
Far from God, undone by sin,
Life, and petce, and pardon win ?
: Near tle Cross.

Prone to evil from a child,
Helpless, hopeless, lost, defiled,
Where can he be reconciled ?

“ " "Near the Cross.

. 1

called attention to it. It must b¥ re-
membered that this reaches back very
far; and even if the baptistery were
found to be less ancient than the
church (which 1 feel sure is not the
case), it would only streogthen the
foroe of this evidence—showing the
prevalence of the practice still later.
The celebrated Origen’ was buried
in - this chureh § so was the great Em-
peror Frederick Barbarossa, This

A o . e A il %

5 otherwise it is in a

with other antiques, to Germany.

Where will God His mercy show ?
Where will love to Jesus glow ?

Where will faith and virtue grow ?
Near the Cross.

Where do sweetest pleasures spring ?
Where do Christians loudest sing,
And together closest cling ?

Near the Cross.

Where do saints when racked with pain
Allsufficient grace obtain ? ,
Where they every blessing gain—

Near the Cross.

)\

Our imperfect prayers’arise
With acceptance to the skies,
While in fuith we lift our eyes,
Near the Cross.

Heavenly Fathér ! hear our ery ;
All our actions snnctifg :
Let us live and let us die
Near the Cross.

Eye. J. C.

-~ Religious,

THE BAPTISTERY IN TYRE,

BY REV., HENRY C. FISH, D. D.

I write this sitting on the ruins of
ancient Tyre, on .the coast of the
Mediterrancan Sea. As (he”
of prophecy, especially by Eszekiel, and
a city of vast influence in the days of
its glory. Tyre possesses a thrilling
interest to the thoughtful visitor, I
have time to speak, however, of onl
one thing. We were fortunate enoug{
to reach here when excavations are
being made, under German patr'unagg,i
by Prof. Sepp, on the site of the fa-
mous church edifice, built aboyt the

ear 315 after Christ, by Paulinus,

ishop of Tyre. Kusebius preached
at its dedication, The sermon is in
his ** Ecclesiastical History.”

Prof. Sepp received us very cordial-
ly, acd showed us some wonderful
columns of red granite, and other re-
wains, some of them, probably, of a
heathen temple that once stood on the
same site. Judge of our interest when
he said, ¢ Here is the old baptistery,”
as we stood beside a marble structure,
close to the wall, evidently as old as
the church, and an original part of it.
I took my tape-measure and noted the
dimensions. It is of white marble, in
the shape of a cross, There are four
steps at either end, leading down into
it, and a hole is seen on the level of
the floor for letting out the water,
The extreme length, inside, is 5 feet
and 6 inches. The depth is 3 feet.
The width 3 feet and 7 inches. Prof.
Sepp said, ** They immersed people
here.”

After a little I said, ¢ did they not
also baptize the children ?”

He replied, * Oh, no; they only
baptized the grown people then.”

“ But,” said I, **is it not rather
small, taking out the space occupied
by the steps "

He at once went down into it, and
lowered himself below the level of the
top, saying, “ This is the way they
baptized themselves.”

As we know, candidates often knelt
in the water, and projected the head
and shoulders forward, doing it, per-
haps generally, three times. There is
ample room for this, as one readily
sees. The officiating minister stood
beside the baptistery. It is out from
a solid block ; and the floor was some.
how oracked, so that a false bottom of
marble and cement was put in. One
side is now pretty much broken away ;
state of pre.

servation. It will likely be removed,

s aUd Pisa.

very day a tomb under the church
floor was opened, and I saw the bones
and parts of the shroud. Perhaps it
was Origen's, or Barbarossa’s.

Four renowned names are thus con-
nected with this rilent, but eloquent
witness for scriptural baptism, entombed
for centuries under some ten feet of
rubbish. There names are Kusebius,
Origen, Paulinus, and Barbarossa.
Add to this the fact that no chuvrch in
all Phoenicia, as Eusebius says, com-
pared with this for size and splendour.
It' was 216 feet long, and 136 feet
broad, and had a tower which he
desoribes as ** rising to the heavens,”
and “a quadraugtﬁar space (for the
audience), with in¢lined porticoes,
supported and adorned with pillars on
every side.” = Specimeuns of these
splendid rose granite columns remain,

Tyre early became a Christian oity.
Paul, on his visit to Jerusalem from
Greece, found disciples here, with
whom he spent a week, and oo parting
with them on this same sea shore,
¢ they kneeled down and prayed.”
And there are no other foundations of
an original church edifice, in any state
of preservation like this, so ancient, in
all the world. That founded by
Helana at Jerusalem, by the Holy

wichre, 18 twenty-6ne years Tater,
and almost no part of it remaios,

'All these facts give interest and im-
portance to the discovery of this noble
monolith, If an exquisite foont or
basin, holding a pint or two of water,
had here been exhumed, evidentl

used for baptism, and no baptistery, it

had been seized upon as strong proof
of the ontiquity of sprinkling, Let
equal justice be done in this case, 1
have seen the baptisteries at Florence
Both are antiquities of
great interest ; but»the{ are modern as
compared with this, It is stated that
there is one of a very early period at
Constantinople. I shall make inquiries
a8 to it when we visit that city,

B S ——
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ROMAN CATNNOLIC LOYALTY!

[t is a good owen for the human
race as they stand at the threshold of
the last quarter of the pineteenth cen-
tury, that the Pope of Rome considers
their condition hopeless. In his latest
discourse, delivered in answer to the
congratulations of the season offered to
him by the College of Cardinals, he
echoes, in doleful notes, their opinion
of the miserable state to whicﬁ the
world has been brought. His only
consolation, he tells them, is that the
bad—that is, all who do not accept
himself as the vicegerent of God-—
‘““ shall go and burn eternally in the
inextingnishable fires of hell” The
spirit animating the wail is one of
angry, we might say ferocious, irrita.
tion ; and it is only teo clear that, if
the Pope's ‘power coincided with his
will the people whom he calls the
‘““tares ” would have a very bad time
of it here as well as hereafter. DBut
his power is now almost nil; so he en-
joins his followers to accept the situ-
ution as best they, and to reconcile
themselves to the desting which mixes
them up with the enemies of the
Chureh, whom they shall one day have
the pleasure of trampling under foot.
At the moment when Dr. Manning,
with teeth set, and in words of studied
quietness that breathe the intensest
passion, is replying to a writer in
Maemillan who has pierced the Arch.
bishop's coat of mail and driven his
sword home to the guick, it is instruc-
tive to mark what the Pope says, Dr,
Maoning repudiates the notiod that

s e n e
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the Vatican decrees have the slightest
influence on the allegianee of subjects
to their rulers ; but what are the words
addressed by Pius IX. to the Italians ?
He tells them to abstain from .
nizing the Italian State at all! Of
course he has often said the same

thing before; but it is iostructive to |

note its repetition, and that in a more
emphatic form than ever, at the very
hour in which his Eoglish agent is
denying that the Papar¢hiias involve
any interference whatever with the-|
civil allegiance of the Roman Catholic.
Dr. Manving really presumes too much
on the good nature of this Protestant
nation. Though he has himself ceased
in spirit to be an KEnglishman, he
ought not to forget that his fellow-
countrymen have common sense and a
regard for the truth. The Pope him-
self declares that a good Catholie can.
ot enter the Legislature of the Italian
Kingdom ; and that one faot scatters
to winds all the allegations advanced
by the frontless Archbishop at West.
minster.— London Freeman,

[
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REVIVAL.

4

Probably the time never was when
our churches so generally as now ex-
pected to enjoy a revival of religion in
their midst. - The severe business
revulsions of the year past, the pover?
and suffering so widely experienced,
the apalling ¢asualties and calamities
which have swept away wealth and
oarried sorrow and mourning to so
many firesides, have all been adapted
to tarn the thoughts of wen from
things transitory and fleeting, to things
eternal, The public mind has been in
a state of unrest. In oconsequence of
this, the week of prayer was anticipated
by many as the time when [Jere would
be witnessed the special manifosta.
tions of saving power. With this ex-

ectation the last week was observed
y the churchés more generally than
ever before. Night after night, Chris.
tians met to pray, and they found it
good to do so. In very many churches
there were cheering indications of the
Spirit's presence. Christians felt their
spiritual graces quickened ; and this
is in the truo sense a revival, Itis a
reviving of spiritual emotions and en.
joyment, a renewed engagedness in
the service of Christ. Ordinarily this
precedes the ingathering of souls to
the kingdom of Christ. The conver-
sion of sinners is the legitimate result
of a religious revival in the church,
To use the figurative language of
Scripture, when Zion (the church)
travails she shall bring forth children.
Souls shall be converted unto God.
The church of Christ—the family of
the redeemed-—is to be the grand
agency in bringing men to a saviog
knowledge of Jesus Christ,

No mere important subject can now
engross the minds of Christians_ than
that of saving sinners. Our churches
have come very largely to feel that a
work of grace is rarely to be expeoted
except in the winter season. The
greu fields are white unto the harvest.

ouls are perishing every day; and
without a mighty work of grace by
which they shall be rescued, what mul.
titudes will go down to perdition,

The philosophy of such a work is
divine, yet simple, There is not a
Christian who may not understand it if
he will take the plain teachings of
Christ and follow them. There is not
a ohild of God so poor or humble in
life, that he cannot have power with God
and with men, There is not a church
of Christ so few in numbers and limited
in pecuniary means that God will not
come in mighty power and save sinoers
there, if that church will aecept the
conditions ; for *“itis not by wight
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith
God” Hence it is that every church
and every Christian must answer the
question whether a work of grace
shall be enjoyed in their midst this
Winter. There is no time to be lost.
By bumiliation and prayer the indi-
vidual heart of Christians wust be

brought into ocloser sympathy with |

Jesus, and then, prayiog for the salva-

Ve o e e 0>

“to lead the ignorant to Christ,

‘but the candle that was wrong.

Let the life exemplify Cbrist as the
sinner’'s Savior, and men will be led
to seek him.—FE'ra.

—— w——
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SPURGEON'S LECTURE ON
CANDLES.

L e—c—

At the annual meeting of the Pas-
tors’ College, held a week or two since
the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon gave bis
Yeotare; * Sermots on-Candles,” with
several new illustrations and emblems.
He previously made some statements
respecting the Pastor’s College and
those who,bad goue out from it :

To 1873—the statistics could not
yet be obtained for 1874—197 pastors
trained in the college bad baptized
2,633 believers, and the total number
of baptisms in the nine years trom the
commencement was, he believed,
about 20,000.

A warble bust of Mr. Spurgeon was
presented, preparatory to its removal
to the large lecture-room of the new

" WHOLE SERIES.
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destroy all hope and coofidence. He
was wot, he said,a great admirer of
Professor Tyndall, but there was one
remark of his about sleep he wmust
quote. The professor said that all
animals breathed through the mouth
in sleep except man, and that man
was very foolish to do it, and the best
advice he could give him was, * Shut
your mouth.” So he (Mr. Spurgeon)
waould sav._ig reference to i
of repeating anything that tended to
burt a good wan’y character. Tn con-
cluding, the lecturer denounced shams
and counterfeits who created a preju-
dice against religion by objecting to
all langhter; and having placed about
twenty lighted candles ot different
colours on the table, spoke of them as
representing the different sections of
the Christian Church, remarking that
various denominations of Christians all
gave the same testimony amid their
apparent divisions, and adding, by way
of illustration, that though he should
bimself have selected a “ dip,” if there

college. The bust is considered an
excellent likeness.

Mr. Spurgeon then proceeded to re-
deliver his lecture on Candles, briefly

oxﬁhining the origin of the lecture.
While: be was urgiog on stu- |

dents in the college the necessity of | -

using illustrations in preaching, one of
them asked him where. illustravions
were to come from, whereupon he re-
lied that he would not give two-pence
or & man who could vot preach six
mouths from a tallow candle, the re-
sult being that he set to work to find
out illustrations from that source,
which grew by development into the
lecture now to be repeated, he went
on to say that although Holy
Sori‘rture contained many allusions to
candles, yet no such things existed in
ancient - times ;- the word translated
“candle™ eigoified, in faot, a lamp.
He then quoted several texts in which
the word ** candle " was used in trans-
lations in the Old Testament, of the
words of Job, David, Solomon, and
Zechariah. When David said, “Th
word is-a lamp unto my feet and a-
light unto my steps,” he alluded to a
lantern like that. Here a round lan-
tern was exhibited, about a foot high
and with coloured divisions ; and the
leoturer observed that similar lanterns
to that -were still used in the East,
Seven candles having been placed on
the table which ran down gradually
from full length to almost nothing, the
leoturer remarked that that was the
emblem by which old Quarles illus-
trated the seven stages of life, He
then held up before the audience a
black japanned candle box, observing
that, though it might contain excellent
wax candles, there could be no light
unless they were illuminated, and that
it might represent the oase of a very
respectable congregation either of the
Kstablished Church or of some dissent.
ing denomination—a very respeotable
Tudependeut, or Baptist, or Wesleyan
congregation, They bhad got a very
respectable minister, but nobody could
understand him. The deacons were
very respectable, but nothing else.
If asked whether they had u ragged
school, such men would reply that it
would shock their wives to think of
such a thing. Many persons were
prevented from being useful by the
notion of dignity or respeotability.
I’eople must be got at somehow ; and
if it could not be done in the genteelest
manner it must be doue in some other
maoner, What was wanted was light
Some
persons were born on the wrong day
or in the wrong age to be of any use.
One gentlemau fancied that he wmight
have been an Oliver Cromwell, and as
an Oliver Cromwell was not wanted in
bis time he became a loafer on his
father and mother. 1f such a person
were set up in business he soom ecame
down again, He was like-n candle
‘whieh had too fine a eandlestick, the
truth being that it was not the candlestick
A
guttering candle was afterwards snuffed
oul, and the emblem used to illustrate
the case of Christians being so severe

tion of men they wust labor for it.

Y | side tho school, to join

had been one among the candles be-
fore them, the light that was shining
was the same in all. The lecture oc-
cupied nearly two hours, and was lis-
tened to throughout with marked in-
terest. -

HOW TO GET HELPERS.
Avother plan has just occurred to
us. What a wonder that we were so
slow in its discovery, when there it is—
as plaio as can be in the Bible—** Pray
ye therelore the Lord of the harvest,
that ke will send forth labourers imto
bis harvest.” This is a divine pre-
soription. For ourselves and ' for our
church we are resolved to try it. As
we stand ppon the threshold of another

ear, big with glorious possibilities,
et us rosolve to try it all along the
line, Let this be the burden of our
private and our public prayers. Let
special meetings be appointed. for the
purpose, Get all the good people in
the churoh, so many of whom are out-

ou in your
supplications, and prennt{ y if we are
not mistaken, some of thew, as they
pray, will be moved to say, * Here am
[, send me."—DBaptist Teacher.

—

A PERFECT HOME.

The most perfeet home I ever saw
was a little house into the sweet in-
cense of whose fires went no costly
things. A thousand dollars served as
a year's living of father, mother and
three children. But the mother was a
oreator of a home ; her relations with
her children were the most beautiful I
have ever seen, even the dull, common-
place man was lifted up and enabled
to do good work for souls by the at.
mosphere which this woman created ;
every inmate of her house involuntari-
ly looked into her face for the keynote
of the day, and it always rang olear.
From the rosebud or clover leaf which,
in spite of her bard housework, she
always fouud to put by our plates at
breakfast, down to the story she had
on hand to read in the evening,
there was no intermission of her influ.
ence, She has always been and
always will be my ideal of a mother,
wife, end a home-maker. If to her
quick brain, loving heart and exquisite
face had been added the appliance of
wider oulture, hers would have been
absolutely the ideal home. As it was,
it was the best 1 have ever seen.—
Helen Hunt,

X
- . -—oa > P—

ABANDONING CELIBACY.~An- old
Catkolie priest in Switzerland is about
to follow Father Hyacinthe's example,
abandoning ocelibacy. St. Ange
Lievre, of Biel, in auwnouncing his
betrothal to a Protestant lady, says:
“ 1 marry because 1 wish to remain an
honourable man, In the sixteenth
eentury it was a proverbial expression
to say ‘as corrupt as a priest, and
this might be said to.day. I marry,
therefore, because I wish to get out of

-the Ultramontane slough.” During

the last two years sixty-seven Roman

in reproving fellow-Christians as to

Catholic priests have been convicted of




