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HALIFAX, N.S., FEBRUARY 3, 1875.

BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1875,

INTERNATIONAL SERIES.
Heroes and "Judges.
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Suxpay, February 7th, 1875.—Acban’s
Sin.—vii. 19-26.

e -

GorpeN Texr.—~—** Take bced.”and be-
ware of covetousness.''—Luke xii. 1J.

Tex Coxngcrion.-—In the preceding les.
son we saw how God taught the leraelites
that be abhorred the sins of the heathen ;
in this the [sraelites are taught that be is
equally strict with them, visitiog upon
them their iniquities in fearful judgments,
and permitting them to conquer their foes
ooly so long as they were faithful to his
covenant.

The walls of Jericho having fallen, the
‘two men who had been concealed by Rahab,
when they visited the city as spics, were
instructed to enter ber house and bring her
forth safely, together with all ber relatives.
They did s0, and found & large group of her
kindred assembled and waiting for deliver.
ance- from the destructicn which raged
without. After the deliverance of Rahab
and ber kindred, and the. slaughter of all
the other inbabitants of Jericho, it was
burned with fire. To furnish to all gene.
rations a wonument of warning against
idolatry and opposition to Jebovah, Jushua
uttered, doubtless by divine iuepiration, a
solemn curse upon the man who should at-
tempt to rebuild the fallen fortilication, vi.
26. Two persone disregarded the solemn
devotement of Jericho to Jehovab ; and
both did it to their cost. Oune was Hiel,
a citizsen of Bethel, who lived five centuries
subsequently, in the reign of Abab, 1 Kings
xvi. 34. The curse, it scems, did not for.
bid the erection of houses on the site of
the ruined city; the Hebrew word ren- !
dered build frequently refers merely to for-
tiﬁcntiom. 1 Kings xv. 17 ; 2 Chron. zi.
6; xiv. 5. 6. Hence the curee speaks of
o aemng up gates,’’ referring to the walls,

~ The othur one, who ignored the devotewent

of Jericho and all which it contained,
e >mmitted his crime immediately after the
warning words of Joshua were uttered,
and while all others were enguged in the
work of destruction. ' Achan took of the
devoted thing, Josh. vii. 1; and his sin
was discovered by tbe falling of God's

Judgment upon the people mth whom he
was associated.

Exrosirion.— 0. Rent his clothes. An

| much by the loss of about thirty-six men,

as by the Joss of God's favor which the de-
feat made evident.

Verse 7.—Joshua said. The worde of
Joshoa sound much like the murmuring
for which the people ot Israel were punished
in the desert, Num, xvi, 2, 3. Joshua wae
actuated (1) by pity for the people, who
scemed to be in danger of destruction, vs.
7, (2) by the generous shawe of a soldier
whose forces are defeated, ve. 8, and (3)
by jealousy for the name of Jehovah, vs.
9. It does not detract from this prayer to
say that the succestive arguments used to
wove God are eminently human, such as
man would address to his fellow. Moses,
in his entreaty for his pation, uses the
same argument, Num. xiv. 13-19 ; Deut.
ix. 28, Hast thow. . . . brought. The
paseage of the Jordun was effected at God's
¢command and by his miraculous aid. The
Amorites, 1t is probable, from this men-
tion of the Amorites, that Ai was held by
them. The earliest notice, Gen. xiv. 7,
represents them as dwelling on the barren
heights west of the Dead Sea.- They are
pext found poar Hebron, Gen. xiii, 18,
comp. xiv. 13. They aided Abraham to
rescue Lot, Gen. xiv. 24. Later they
scem to have crossed the Jurdan, and to
have taken from the Moabites the rich
pasture-land between the Jabbok and the
Aroon, Num xxi. 13, 20. After the con.
quest of Canaan, the Amorites utterly dis-
appeur from histroy. 7o destroy us? His
language was thut ot great anxiety and
apprehension in view of the perils which
the withdrawal of the divine favor brought
near. Would to God we had been content.
Joshua seems to tear that the discontent of
the leraelites, when they were encamped
long in the conquered country of Moab, iu
sight of the promised land, and impatient
to possess it, may bave been the sin lor
which they were now punished. Beyond
the Jordan. 'Where the chosen people had
already conquered a considerable territory,
which they might bave occupied for a
time, at least, in peace.

Verse 8.— O Lord, what shall 1 say. |
‘Joshua was conscious of great boldness,

and possibly feared that God would con-
sider his words too rash. Joshua recog-
nized the right of God, as tke supreme
Master of events ; to dispose of them as He
deems best, while at the same time he
boldly uttered his grief. The cowardice
and defeat of his forces filled bim with
speechless confusion. Joshua wasa simple
soldier, accustomed to deeds, rather than
words ; while Moses was & man of more

complex and lofty genius, poesessing the |
finest literary culture. Jsrael. Not withe

' out some reference to-its meaning, ** one

act expressing extreme grief and horror. | who strives with God, and, by implication,

The rent extended usually but a few inches

ing was the usual posture cf the lsraelites |

| has power with him,'" the prevailer, Gen.
In most instances the outer garment alove | xxxii. 28,
was rent, Job i. 20; 1. 12; metnmea'nect

ooly the iuuner was injured ; but ocea- ‘
sionally both were torn, Ezra ix. 3.1

Fell to the earth upon his oce. btand-! Valley, and also the plains along the

The back. Literally, their

Verse 9. — The Canaanites. The
Cannanites occupied much of the Jordan

Mediterranean ocean, Num, xiii. 29.

in prayer, Ex. xxxiii, 10; 1 Kiogs viii. ‘Moot of the nations of Palestine were

14, 22; 1 Sam. viii, 20 ;: Luke xviii. 11.
But when epeciul buwmiliation was ex-

pressed, they bowed on the knees, Pe. ’

xev. O, or fell prostrate, 2 Chron, xx, 18 ;

Esera x. 1 ; Matt. xxvi, 39. Joshua assumed !

the attitude of extreme anguish and most
importunate supplication. Before the ark
of Jehovah. It is probable that by this
time the tabernacle was reared in Gilgal,
and the ark placed in the holy of holies,
8o that, though Joshua in his prostration
fell before it, he did not hagg it in sight.
Until the eventide, Probably many hours,
The elders. This term is sometimes ew-
ployed . in the Bible as a designation of
bousebold or civil officers in general, Gen.
. 7; 2 Seam. 3li. 17; Ksek. zsmil. 9.
Sometimes it ie used to designate men to
whom great respect was paid, whether
officers or not, Gen, 1. 6, The elders were
not identical with the heads of tribes but
are distinguished from these, Deut. xxix.
9. They always appear as the representa-
tives of the people, Ex. iii. 16, 18 ; xii.
21; xvii. 6, 6; xviii. 12; zix. 7: xziv
1, 9, 14, 80 much #0 that elders and people
are occasionally ueed as equivalent terms,
comp. Josh, xxiv. 1 with 2, 19, 21;
1 Sam. viii. 4 with 7, 10, 19. Moses
selected from them his assistants in his ad.
ministration of affuirs, Ex. xxiv. 1; Num,
xi. 16,17 ; Ex. xiz. 7; Deut, xxxi. 9;
Ex. xvii. 5. Jsrael. A vame used here,
as_[requently elsewhere, as a desigoation
of the whole people ; it is equivalent to
the sons of lsrael, Put dust upon heads.
Expressiog the deepest sorrow, 2 Sam, xiii.

19, xv. 32; Josh. vii. 6; Esth, vi. 1,3;

Jer. vi. 26 ; Job ii. 12; xvi 15 ; xlii. 6;

Isa. l1xi, 3 ; Rev. xviil. 19, Their mtnln‘«

was most sinecre and profound, not so

deooandanu of Canaan, Gen. x, 15-18,

The inhabitants of the land. Who were
trembling with fear of lerael, Josh, ii.
10 11; v. 1, and taking measures to learn
quickly about every movewent of the in.
vaders. Shall environ us round. Forget-
ting their mutual diesensions in the pres-
ence of & common danger, and forming a
coalition. It is & part of the soldier’s duty”
to anticipate the probable conduct of she
enemy. Joshua here exhibits his singu.
lar sagacity in such conjectures, He
speaks as a patriot who loved hig people.
What wiit thou do unto thy great name?
We are called by thy vawe. If we fuil,
the heathen will mock tby name, and the
world will lose the knowledge of thy power
aod goodness. The name of Jehovah had
been made great among the heathen by his
wonders io lerael ; the character of God had
been displayed in them ; and sbould they
perish, that name would become a derision,
and the world would sink deeper in ite
forgetfuluess of the only ohject of true
worship. The jealousy of Jushua for the
honor of God was pleasiog to him to whom
it was thus expreseed.

Verse 10.— And the Lord said, &c. Ab
eventide, ve, 6; for Joshua was prostrate
until that time ; and he is here commanded
to arise. God's delay in sosweriog the
prayers of bis people was well adapted to
impress upon them the magnitude of the
#io which was among them, and the terrors
of his judgment. Bee the similar instanoce,
Num. xx. 06,7. Geltheeup! Theanswer
is given suddenly and in tones of sharp
reproof, expressing the divine displeasure
with lsrael’s sin. Joshus.was not rebuked
for praying ; but only for that tone of
doubt and wavering, that shadow of dis-

trust, which mingled with his prayers. |
Israel has sinned. 'Why is the sin of Achan
aseribed to the whole people, who were
ignorant of it? 1. He bad been educated
among them, and their previous rebellions,
Num. xx, 1-11; xxi. 4-9, and the unbelief
from which these rebellions #prang, bad
doubtless encourged him in a babit of sin ;
hence the whole people was justly responsi-
ble. ' 2, The Scriptures speak of the nation
as an organic unity. 3. In all history we
observe that the oation suffers for the
wickedness of a few. 4. If the pation
were not held responsible for the suppres.
sion of crime it would grow lax and indif.
ferent, and permit crime to Hourish.
5. We are taught io the whole lesson that
when the nation faithfully discharges its
duty in searching out and punishiog sin,
God no longer holds it responsible. My

 covenant, The covenant of God is his

promise of blessing. Its condition was the
obedienve of the people, Ex. xix. 8 ; xsiv.
7. Their gross disobedience had now
broken it  The accursed thing. The ob.
jects taken had been devoted to Jehovah :
the sin was therefore that of eacrilege.
Dissembled, Lied. Achan doubtless ap-
peared to be a very holy man, and preserved
the appearance of innocence. “

Verse 12.—Neither will 1 be with you.
God’s language is conditional, containing
a fearful threat. By destroying him who
bad devoted hiwsell to destruction, Israel
a8 & nation would cease to be devoted to
destraction.

Verse 13.—Up' Arouse thyeelf, make
haste, as in Ex. xxxii. 1. One who has
not God's favor should give himself no rest
until be has gained it. Sanctify the |
people. Cauee them to perform such cere.
monial observances as are used to express
sorrow for. sin, and also its abandonment,
Gen. xxxv, 2; Ex, xix. 10, 14, and exhort
them to inwsrd purification, lmmediate
steps must be taken,

Verse 14.—God did not point out to
Joshua the thiel ; he described the means
to be-used. In the morning. Early; see
ve 16; and on Joeh, vi. 12" There was

in the present instance the additional rea- |

son of haste to regain the divine favor.

The Lord taketh. There were wyarious
methods of casting lots. The Hebrew
word for lot suggests that small stones,
probably white and black onee, were used.
Thesé were probably drawn from a chest;
hence the expressions used of the lot, that
it *came vp.’ Tribes. ., , . families. . .
houses. The family wes a subordioate
division of the tribe, a group of elosely.-
related housebolds. The Aousehold was the
family. in our modern sense of the | word,

‘Num. 1. 20-43; v. 18, 20, 22, 21, 20,

Shall come. The heads of the mbec came
to the tabernacle, before which the lot was
cast ; then the heads of the families of the
tribe that bad been taken, ete,

Verse 15.—Burnt with fire, After he
had been put to death by stooing, vs, 25.
Al that ne hath, 'The question arises,
whether the sons and duughters of Acban
were put to death with him.  Some have
supposed that they were led to the place of
execution merely ae spectators, It should
be presumed that be acted in the strictest
justice, To assume the coutrary, is to
bring an awful charge against the Most
Holy Ooe, without the least evidence to
sustain it. Fully. BSin is folly in both an
intellectual and moral eense; for it is the
source of all misfortune and disorder, Gen,
xxxiv. 7; Deut, xxzii. 21 ; Judg, xix, 23,
24 ; 2 Sam. xiil. 12; Ps. xiv. 1; hii, 2,
Achan frankly and penitently confessed
bis sin, He had been attracted by
* mantle of Sbinor,”” a splendid garwent
manufactured in the country of Babyloo
and Niveveh, famous lor ruch articles, and
brought to Jericho by traveling merchants
from the far Hast. He had taken, aleso,
silver coin amounting to about §125, a
considerable sum in an ege when money
had teo times the purchasing power that it
now possesses, After the exeoution of the
divine sentence agaiost the crimioals, the
favor of Jehovah returved.to lesrael, The
nation was in ite lofuncy, when it was

most easily impressed by such events as
those related in the lesson,

Pracricar Onssrvarions.—The grief of
Josbua should be an example to all mivis-
ters and Babbath BSohool teachers, when
those committed to their charge are seen
to be restiog under the divive displeasure.

God permits us to reason with hiw, v,
7. But when we array our arguments be-
fore him, it should be in humble submis-
sion to his higher wisdom, :

God does not aocept a because of
its eloquence, or Mm ';:' iu bvokco
forms of specoh.

A jealous care for the honor of Gud's
name is obe mark of a true Christisn, v

9, What wilt thou do to thy great name 1

.

- There is 4 time to prey, and a time to
act; to spend in devotion the time that
should be given to either secular or sacred
busivess is displeasing to heaven.

The #in of one man is 8 trouble to the
whole community in which he lives; to
his family, to his [riends, and to all about
him, vs, 0-15.

The whole community is in some sense
responsible for the cffenses of every eriminal
which it produces or harbors,

The three worde occurring in this nar-
rative, * I saw,” *1 coveted,’ * I took,’
strikiogly express the riee, progress, nnd
consummation of crime,— Heroes & Judges,

Sunpay, February 14th, 1875.—Ebal and
Gerigim.,—Joshua viii, 30-35.

- A HEN STORY,.

I once owned a large flock of hens. [ gen-
erally kept them shut up. Butone spring
I concluded to let them run in my yard,
after I had clipped their wings so they
| could not fly. One day, when I came
home to dinner, I learned that one of my
neighbors had been there; fultof wrath, to
let me know my hens had been in his gar
den, and that he had killed several of them
and thrown them vover into my yard, 1
was greatly enraged because he had killed
my beautiful hens, that I valued so much.
[ determined at once to be revenged, to sue
him, or in some way to get redress, | sat
down, and ate'my dinner as calmly as |
could... By the time | had finished wy meal
I became more cool, and thought that per.
hape it was not best to fight with my neigh-
bor about hens, and therehy make him my
bitter, lastiog enemy. | concluded to try
another way, being sure that it would be
better. '

Alter dinner 1 went to my neighbor's.
He was in bis garden. 1 went out, and
found him in pursuit of ove of my hens
with a club, trying to kill it. 1 acoosted
him, He turned upon me, his face inflamed

| with wrath, and broke out in a great tury :

“ You bave abused me. 1 will kill all
your hens, it I ean get at -them. 1 never
was 80 abused, My garden is ruined.”
“1am very sorry for“it,”” said [, *1
did not wish to injure you, and now see
that 1 bave made a great mistake inlet-
ting out my hens. I ask your forgive-
nees; and am willing to pay you six times
the damage.”

The man seemed confounded. He did not

know what to make of it, He looked up at
the sky-~then down to the earth—then at
hie neighbor——ther at his club—and then at
the poor hen be had been pursuing, aund
said potbing.
“ Tell me, now.” said [, ** what is the
damage, and I will pay you sixfuld; and my
hens shall trouble you no more. [ will
leave it entirely to you to say what | shall
do. 1cannot afford to lose the love and
good will of my neighbors, and quarrel with
them, for hens or anything else.”

“ 1am a great fod! ' suid the neighbor.
The damage is not worth talking about ;
and I have more need to compensite you
than you me, and to ask your forgiveness
than’you mine.""—A Kiss for a Blow.

-_—-—-

TAKE CARE OF THE EYES,

Multitudes of men and women bave
made their eyes weak for life by the too
free use of eyesight, reading small priot
and doiog fine sewing, In view of these
things, it is well to observe the fullowing
rules in the use of the eyes:

Avoid all sudden changes between light
and darkness.

Never read by twilight, or on a very
cloudy day.

Never sleep -so that on woking the eyes
shall upen on the light of the window,

Do not use eyesight by light so seant
thet it requires an cflurt to discriminate,

Never read or sew directly in front of
the light of & window,

It in best to bave the light from above,
or obliquely, or over the lelt shoulder,

Too much light creates a glare, and pains
and confuses the sight. The moment you
are sensible of an effort to distinguish, that
moment stop and talk, walk or ride,

PR

CONSOLATION.

When the Rev. Mr, O~ was minister
of the U, P, Church in Banquar, be called
one day in the course of his pastoral visita-
tion oo a decedt old woman who was a
member of his congregation. KEogaged in
friendly conversation with ber, he said,
I hear your potatoes are not very good
this year, Joooett.” ** Deed are they

no’, sir,” said Jennett, ** they're very bad ;
but I've reason to be than(u' that ither |
folke are as bad as Wy ain,” ~

‘woralizes those en

1 the dead.

Tempevance,

We bave received a copy of the following

The ** Reasons " will commend themselves
to all right-thinking Obristian people.
We kunow not who got it up, but whoever
it was, they deserve the thanke of the eiti.
zens for doiogit. The Calendar would
be very handy if it were pasted on & ocard
and hung up io every house, The Reasons
would then be often referred to as, they
deserve to be,

REASONS

WHY RATE'PAYERS SHOULD NOT SIGN APPLI-
CATIONS FOR LICENSBES TO BELL INe
" TUXICATING LIQUORS.

1. The more liconses, the more drinking
and drunkenness. Every licensed shop,
saloon, bar-room, or other drinking place
is therefore a manutactory of drunkards.”
Ae drunkarde increase, so increase misery,.
vice, pauperism and crime,

2. Licenses therefore violate the righte

of property, by increasing the taxes on the

punishment, of the idle, the discased, the
dissolute and the criminal, "

3. Licenses give the appearance of re-
spectability to a traflic eesentinlly and uni-
versally demoralising.

4. Among licensed liquor dealere, a hrgo :
proportion is always found who will evade
or violate the most stringent regulations.
They are forbidden (a) to sell to a drunkard
(b) to a minor; (c) to an-Indian ; (d) on
the Sabbath day ; (¢) when lorbidden by

4he wife, child, sister, or parent of a per.

son addicted to drink. Let the people of
Halifax consider whether these restrictions
are not continually violated and dmop\rd
ed.

5. By the fact of requiring Iioonm. and
otherwise restricting the liquor traffie, the

State acknowledges it to be rous to
the community. If dangerous why extend
and eanction it?

6. I'be liquor trafic and de-

mit,  Often them-
selves and members of their families b2
come vietime to intemperance, and do not
live out half their days,

7. Every liquor - shop, bar-room or
drinking saloon a resort of ldlm,
a temptation in the path of the weak,
barrier to all moral improvement, ndu
trap-door to perdition.

. At liguor shops, fathers (and mothers
too) oftetfspend in drink the wages which
ought to purchase the neccessaries of lile
for their fawilies; the liquor traflic ourishes
while homes are made wrewched, and chil.
ren suffer from want, or grow up in igoor-
woo. idleness and vice.

. Licensed drinking places war against
lodnmy master mechanic oan
testify that one uf his greatest difliculties
is the drinking habits of those employed
by him—habits which are encou by
the enticements of licensed liquor shops,

10. Licenses serve to extend o trade
whioh lives and thrives at the expense ol
the baker, the butcher, the tailor, the
shoemaker, the earpenter, the mason, the
painter, the blacksmith, and every other
trade and business which helra to muko n
community prosperous, woral and gp
Licenses serve o encourage habits w
destroy both body and soul Multiply
licenses and you multiply inmates to the

r-house, the jail, und peniteotiary.
ou multiply bloated forms and ruioed in.
tellects, You make desolate the homes of
the living and fill up the habitations of
Diminish licenses and
diminish temptations to drunkeoness with
all its evil results, _

People of Halifax, the law now gives
you power largely to restrain a terrible evil
existin ﬂln our midst. All licenses for the
sale of liquors within the City of Halitax
expire in March, and to be renewed require
the signatures of majority of the rate-
payers within each licensing districs. See
that you sign no recommendation for
licenses, Lot the liquor sellers seek some
business which will tend to the benefit, not

to the injary of the community, and give
your wumt to the Legislature and the
civic authorities in vmgelncﬂol whole-
sume and tighmm

S ey e —

“DONT GO, FATHER."

A geotleman, l«u;ing in the neighbor.
heod of London, said ;

 Kverybody has iofluence, even that
little ehild,” pointing to u little girl in ber
father's arms,

*“ T'hat's true,”’ eried the man,

At the close, he said to the lecturer, ** |
be‘ lour pardon, sir but [ could not he

ing. 1 wasadrunkard ; butas 1d

no! lito to go to the publio hause alone, 1
used to carry the ohild, As | approsched

the public-house one uight huﬂn;t
poise inside, she . said * Don't E‘
' uold your m«. child.’ Plono.

&r tongue I say.’
oml lhln l-m on- Obnh
I could not
ed around and mc home, snd I have
pever been in a publie-house since—thank
God for it! 1 am now a happy man, sir ;
and this little girl has done it n‘lu‘:
when said that even she bad

I could not help saying, ‘That's true, sir.' *

circular with a neat calendar in the centre, -

sober and industrious for the support or

gos m hmm. olr. + I urn~
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