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HALIFAX, N.8., MAY 10, 1875,

BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1815,

INTERNATIONAL SERITS,
Heroes and Judges,

Sunxpay, May 23+d, 1875,~The Child
Samuel =1 Sam. iii. 1-10,

GorpeN Texr.—* Whosoever shall not
receive the kingdom of God as a little
child. shall in no wive enter therein, Luke
xvill, 17,

ANALYSIS, =], Samuel's ministrations,
Va. 1. 24, Eii's bhndness. Vo, 2. Y.
Samuel’s call, Vs, 3-10,

S —————

Hisroricat CoxXNgcTioN.~Samuel now
dwells in the tabernacle, and sleeps, as it
would seem, in the holiest place, having es
his speocial duty the putting out the light
of the sacred candlestick aod the opening
of the doors at sunrise, In this way his
childhood was passed, While thue winis
tering in the tabernacle he regeived; as a
obild, his Divine eall, The stillness of the
night, the sudden and the repeated voice,
the ehild-like misconception, the venerable
Eli, the contrast between the doow of the
aged priest and the gentle creature who
was to announce it, give this portion of the
Bible a universal interest,

ExrosimioN,— Verse 1,—And the child
Samuel! ministered unto the Lord [Jehovah)
before Eli. Samuel’s age at this time is
uot definitely stated, As we last week
learned, he was probably wbout three years
old when first taken. to the sanctuary, lo
ii. 21, 20, he is spoken of as growiog, or |
having grown up belore the Lord, Yet he
i8 in this verse still a child, pot improbably
about twelve of filteen years of age. This
would well fit the relation he holds to Eli,
aud the character in which our lesson pre-
seuts him. With ioterost we remember
Luke il 42, That he was a boy of marked
excellency of mind and heart, is clear from
i, 21, 20, The same language, -in part,
is bhere used of him as was long after used
of Christ in his boybood. See Luke ii.
52, which is substantially a quotation from
1 Sam, ii. 20  Sawuel was joined to the
high-priest, Eli, as bis personal attendant
and waiter—hence ** before Eli "—and
hence the resort to bim when his name
was oalled. This was, of course, the place
of honor; and both the peculiar circum-
stances of his birth, which we last week
learved, and the personal excellency of the

This ark is mentioned because, with: ite
cover, ‘* the mercy-seat,”” it was regarded
a8 God's throne, from which he was wont
to speak and wake revelations, and hence
bere fitly brought to notice in cooncetion
with hie speaking to Samuel, And Samwel
was laid down to sleep. Not, probably, in
tho sanctuary proper, but, like Eli, in one
of the apartments of the structuree built
pext to the court of the sanctuary. ** Wae
laid," scoms to imply that he bad just lain
down, which is not the thought, ** Was
lying,'’ would be better.

Verse4.— That the Lord [Jehovah ] calied
Samuel, To be connected with ** It came
to paes ;" of verse 2. This call was, to all
appearance, a real, outward voiee, and not
& mere impression made upon the eleeping
child, a# 10 a dream. Verse 10, Here am
1. Literally, ** Bebold 1'"-— the ueual
answer when one was addressed by name,

‘erse 0.~ e van unto Eli. He doubt-
lees slept near Lis master, in readiness to
answer any such culls, and give needed aid,
Here am 1, for thou calledst ‘'me. He evi-
dently, to his surprise, found the old man
asleep, [ called not, eto, Eli seeme not,
as yet, to have suspeoted the facts, but
supposed the lad to have dreamed.

Verse 0.—The  Lord [Jehovah] called
yet again, Samuel, Only the nawe, as be-
fore. Thus might be now speak to any
child. And Samuel arose, ete, Eli doubt-
lees still thought the boy's dreams were on
his mivistry to him—so that-even in sleep
he heard the wonted call. -

Virse 7. —Did not yet know the Lord
[Jehovah)] neither was the word of the Lord
[Jehovah] yet revealed to him. This verse
explaine why Samuel was #o slow to un-
derstand that the voice was Jehovah's and
not Eli'%s. He did know Jehovah—that is,
had bad no experience in receiving revela.
tions from him.

‘erse O,—Thou didst call. El per-
ceived that the Lord [Jehovah) had called
the child, He may bave been super.
naturally assured.

Verse 9.—If Ae call thee. Recognizing
that Samuel bad been ealled, which he had
not done belore. Say, speak, Lord,
[Jebovab) for thy servant heaveth., -A
solemn thought that to Aim, child as be
was, the great Jehovah was speaking,

Verse 10.~The Lord [Jehovah] came
and stood. This scems to indicate a visible
appearance, which before had been want.-
ing. We thiok of the frequent appearance
of Jehovah in former times as * the
Aogel.” It would seem that he came from
‘““the holy of holies '—the place of his

boy, marked him out as the fit one lor such
bovorable position, Kii was a wan of |
gevuine piety, but lailed to preserve the |
hooor of the sanctuary in the proper eon-

trol of his sons ; and Lence the priesthood |-

aierward passed lrom his fawily. See ii, |
and i, 11, 12, The study of this eontext
will wlove enable us to understand the |
bearing of the Seripture of our lesson,
And the word of the Lord was precious i |
those days, It was very rare [** precious”)
that & propletic word cawe from Jehovab,
Ouly two prophiets are mentioned as baving
appoared during the whole adwinistration
of the Judges." (Judg, iv.4; vi. 8), A
new and jwportant order of events here |
begins in connection with the Jad who is |
about to be iudusted into the prophetic
office, in whieh he is to bave great eminence |
and iuflucnce, and partly end wmore iw. |
mediately to show why the prophetie voice, |
on comiong to Samuel, was s tardily re-
coguised us prophetie, . There was no open
vision, Revelations were not numerous,
o they had been in the times of Moses and
Josbun ; thus repeating, in avother forwm,
the previous thought,

Verse 2.~ And it came to pass in that
day. At this time just described, when
communioations from Gud were so rare.
When [and, or now] Ll was laid [lying)
down in his place, Doubtless in u room
or apartment bullt adjoining the court of
the taheruacle, snd opening lntw it, And
his eyes began to waz dim, Through age.

Verse 3.~ Ere the lamp [light] ¢f God
went out.  This was the Jight of the seven
lamps of the chandelier, suspended in the
Loly place of the Tubernacle, which were
to be lighted every eveniog, and supplied
with oil to burn through the night until
the moroing (Exodus xxv, 31-40 ; xxx. §;
Lev, xxiv. 2; 2 Clron. ziii. 11.) Hence
it was not in the early evening, as the
renderiog of the preceding clause in the
Common Version suggests, but in the early
morning, belore daybreak, 7The Temple
of the Lord [Jehovah]. The name more
usually and properly desigoating, not as
here the Tabernaele, but the ** house " or
‘“ temple ” which at Jerusalem superse-
ded 18, Where the ark of God was, lo
* the most holy place.” (Ex, xxvi. 34, 35,)

| ecareer. V.

throne, Samuel, Samuel. Samuel was
now to know who spake to him. And he
gave answer, as Eli bad bidden, him. The
command to Samuel was grievous, and
taxed his loyalty severely. But he obeyed.
So commenced his splendid prophetic
11-21. * A man sincerely
obedient will not pick and choose what
commands to obey and what to reject, e
will lay such a charge upon his whole man
as Mary the mother of Christ did upon all
the servauts at the feast, * Whatsoever he
saith unte you, do it.’

Quesrions.— Where is Samuel placed as
a child? Chap. ii, 18 What does Hannah
make for hiw every year? Chap. ii. 19,
\‘\(;hn is said ol his childhood ? Chap. ii.

Vs, 1. How did Samuel minister unto
the Lord?

Ve, 3. What time was the lamp of God

' put out? Where, from this verse, does it

appear that Samuel slept ¥
Va. 7. What ie meant by ** Did not yet

- know the Lord '?

Ve, 10. How many times did the Lord
¢all in all? Did Sawuel answer the last
time ne Eli bade him? How old was
Samuel at this time ?

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher,

Sunpay, May 30¢h, 1875.—The Death
of Kli,~1 Sam. iv. 1218,

THE WORST PUNISHMENT.

** You do ngt look as if you bad pros-
pered by your wickedoess,” suid a gentle-
wan Lo vagabotid, one day, . . .

“ 1 haven't prospered ot it !"" eried the
man, ** ltsa business that doesn't pay.
1f 1 had given half the time to some honest
calling which | have spent in trying to get
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- living without work, | might be a man

of property and character, instead of the
homeless wreteh 1 am.”

He then toJd his history, and ended by
saying :

““1 have been twice in prison, and |
have made acquaintance with sll sorts of
miseries in my life; but 1 tell you my
worst punishwent is in being what [ am.”

Men can steal our money, and rob us of
our reputation, but no man can defraud ue

Houths' Department,

JINGLES.

Who can tell what a baby thinks !

When it wakes {rom its forty winks

And rubs ite face into numerous kinks,

And stares at the light that comes in at the
chinks

Of ite rock-a-by nest, and gapes and blinks,

Who can tell what a baby thinks?

Who hae sourage to venture a guess,

As to what the baby way think of its drees,

Trimmed and ruffled to such excess ?

Or what the baby may think of the mees

For headache, and toothaghe, and stomach
distress,

And for all its ailings, more or less ?

- What does it think when it wakes at night,
With all the pretty thiogs out of sight.

With nobody stirringand “*making a light"?

Does it think its condition is tar from right,

And that big folks are not at all polite,

And treat their visitors far from right,

And that darkness is meant for a personal
slight ?

Is that the reason it takes delight

lo screaming with all its personal might,

And rousing tbe necighbors, at dead of
ni‘ht"l

And what do you think that the baby
thinks 7

Looking about like a mild-eyed lynx,

Watching the spoon that tinkles and clinks,

Wkile papa is warming its catnip drinks,

Over a candle that glimwers and blioke,

Humming and drummiog out ** Captain
Jinks,” .

That the children skate to, now, at the
rinks,

What do you think tbat the baby thinks?

Did you eay that babics are thinkless things,

With no other light than what instinet
brings,

With brains as downy as butterflies’ wings,

And heads as empty as a bell that swings

Over and under, and rings, and ainp,

When muscular motion is moving the
strings ? .

Did you say that babies are thinkless

things ?

Then when does the thing begin to grow ?

Aod when does the mind begin to show ?

And when does the baby begin to know -

That this is true, or that is so !

Say, when {00 find out, please let me
know

-

*TAMING A BUTTERFLY.

One evening last November, as 1 was
closing the blinds, my little davghter May
spied a colored moth or butterfly clinging
to the slats of the blind.

“ O mamma, bring it in or it will freeze
to death,” shesaid ; and while I hesitated,
thinkiog it would surely die in the house,
she bad clasped it luosely in her hands,
and it was safely brought in and deposited
in a hanging basket. It remained there
throught the night, and her whout in the
worning waked me to see him. ke was
moving in a tanny, stiff manoer, very much
a8 a person would after having been
thoroughly chilled,

‘ lsn't he bungry ? The flowersare all
gove, you know,” said Mary., She brought
‘me ove of Dolly's tiny plates, and I put

on the vioes near him. Ina few secouds
he scemed to smell it, and lighted on the
edge of the plate. We could see him
wove his throat as il swallowing, but how
he ate we eould not tell, as his head wase
beld above his body, in ‘fact it scarcely
bent towards the dish, Ile was much
regjved by bis breakiast, and futtered
sb‘n quite briskly.

I placed him uoder the magnifying.glase,
and called the other members of the fumily
to come and sce the beautiful eyes on the
under side of his wings, looking exuctly
like the eyes in pescock feathers, except
they were grayer in color, not near as
brilliant, but still very beautiful, May
took him back to the besket, wmoving biw
by elippiog ber finger under his feet, In
this way she did vot iojure him in the
least,

We gave him his dinner of suger and
wafer on the window-sill. He flew to the
plate, settled there, and thén we could see
how _he obtained . his. food. . He unrolled
from under his ehin & black proboscis,
about an inch long and as fine and fexible
a8 & fine black horsebair. This he plunged
into his dish, and while sipping in a leisure-
ly fushion, he kept his wings vibrating
‘rapldly with a low bumming sound., May
said he was s0 plensed thnt be purred like
kitty, and she ecould bardly believe the
fairylike sound was made by his wings,
When he had finished his digper, he rolled
up his proboscis as you would coil & wire,
and tucked it out of sight under his chio,

One day he did not eat when bhis dish
_was placed for him, and kept moviog his
wiogs io a restless, uneasy way., I lifted

of what we are.

o

some sugar and water in it, and placed it-

him on mwy finger, and found the greedy

fellow bad glued his proboscis to his feath.
ers with the sugar. I softened the sugar
with warm water, and belped him o8
gently as I could to unroll it. Huw clumsy
my fingers seemed ! but I found it was not
eawily broken ; it felt bard and smoth to
my fingers. As soon us it was uncoiled
he ate with great relish,

He never, alter the first few times,
seemed at all troubled to have us touch
him, and he became so tame that be would
settle on our heads .or bands, and rempin
there until we removed him. lle had a
special liking fur May, and would follow
her, lighting now on her stoulders and
now on her bair, aud delighting to be
carried on her finger from room to room,
We kept nim nearly three wecks, and he
might have lived much longer, hut one
sunny day he dasbed o franticully against
the window that he broke the ends of his
wings, and injured bimeelf so badly that
we found him in the morning dead,

May grieved bitterly over him, and I

laid him up in a box for her to look at,
‘but each sight renewed her grief, and I

finally put bhim away.
Did you ever try to tame-a butterfly ?—

- Advance.
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A TALK TO BOYS.

Mr, Jawes T. Fields, of Boston, recently
visited Phillips Academy in Exeter, N, H.,
and gave the boys a talk. We give below
some of the excellent things which he said,
as reported in the Congregationalist :

I want to tell you in just ten minutes
what I understand a scholar to be, in this
ignorant old world of ours,

There never was a greater chance for
first-rate men in all the professious than
just now, now in our own era. Aud this,
you who are studying that you may be
successful, ought to know., Remember, |
gy - the great chance is for men who are
A, No. 1; not for those who are only Z,
No. 26, but for thoroughbred, accurate
scholars. When a young graduate once
complained to Daniel Webster that the
professions were all full, and that there
was no room left for him, the great la wyer
and statesman simply replied, ** There is
slways room st the top, young man.”
Now the difficulty inour America is, that
while we are all ** pretty well "' educated,
very few of us are first-raters, and carry
all the guns we might. We forget that if
a man does not know a thing accurately,
he positively doe# not know it atall, ¢t is
only now and then that we launch o really
solid, substantial scholar, complete in all
points, into tLe world. Look at Congress
to-day ! Look anywhere! At long in-
tervals, Wayland, Webster, Baocroft,
Everett, Choate, Prescutt, Channing, Loog-
lellow, Summer, Motley, Lowell—aud then
& whole parterre of semi-intellcetual pea-
cocks, only strutting nbout on exhibition,
with a few fine featbers sweeping uling
the dusty highways of lenrniog. ls it not
amozing, that since 1855 there bas bardly
gradusted from any Awerican college a
wan who bas yet wade any great mark,
either as a lawyer, an, orator, & stateswan,
& poet, a preacher, an esenyist, or an his.
torian ?

Did it ever oceur to you that you never
hear out of our own gountry these every-
day phrases 80 cOwmOD aMONG us—* pretty
near,” ** about right,” ** near enough''t
All over Eogland the word ** Right” is
always sounding in your cars ; aud it goes
into their scholarship as well as into their
railroads, You way depend upun it, we
pever shall truly get on in polities, in
morals, in government, wutil we dlso can
ery out.** Right!" wuch oltener than we
can now, Inaccuracy in cverything is our
rock abead, and it is especidlly marked in
our echolarship., Why, there is not a
third-rate town in Protestant Gerwany to-
day, that could not eusily beat any of our
largest cities in the nuwber of accurate,
thorougbly inforwed echolare, We are
contented with smaiterers, They demnnd
theroughness ! When | hear it said of &

“man that he ls. a.'* pretty good seholar,” 1

can’t belp thionking of a ** pretty good"
egg. Unless an egg in ubsulutely perlect,
we send it away from the table, Ingorunce
is hateful ; and simply to veneer ourselves
with learning, is a deadly wistake, 1
thiok it s great picco of good fortune for
noy one to be born in America—the great.
est good Juck in the world ; but bow we
dare to be ignorant of 8o wany things is to
me_upaccountable. Just sce how simple
the whole matter of aequiring information
is, Given Brains (and we always claim
the privilege of knocking a man down if
be disputes with us the fact of this posses-
sion), and all we can require, and must ac-
quire, are there three—attention, perséver-
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ance, and memory. - Theee can all be had
for the neking; they can all be strengthened
if they bappen to be weak in any speocial
case. You notice, 1 do not reckon in
morals ; for 1 ecannot conceive of a real
student—a young man of braine or com-
mon sense, who loves learning and means
to be a first.rater by and by~-I cannot
conceive ol Ajs baving any time or incliva-
tion for those idiotic immoralities whioh
turn & man into a brute. Go in for fum
and genuine enjoyment. It is & capital
rule to play a little every day of our lives,
Henven knows our faces are long enough
naturally, in such' a climate as this; but
we have only juet so many years for real
study, and youth won't stretch much
beyond the twenties. in a country so full of
wear and teer as the one we are born into,

[ plead with you, then, for accuracy.
Be sure of everything you know. A halfs
baked scholar is merely an underdone goose.
He is simply & quack in every sense,
‘Don’t go about this world of ours, that
sorely needs completeness in character, like
80 many locks without keys, or keys with
missiog locks,

Mirabeau's secretary once said to bim,
‘“ Bir, what you require is impossible.’
‘ Impossible,” cried . Mirabeau, starting
from his cbair, ** never name to me again
that blockbead of a word !” Now down-
right accurate scholarehip is impossible no-
where, and here in America we must come
to it very soon. We have alieady delayed
it too long. It will not do to shirk 1t any
longer. When you hear a student reply
to & question in Mathematics or Greck or
History. -** 1 know the answer very well,
but I can’t find words to exprees it," don't
you believe him. IHe does not know the
answer. He may think he does, but the
poor chap is mistaken in his knowledge ;
il- he knew definitely —and this is the only

somehow twist themeclves out of his
mouth, though they mmimed his reluctant
jaws for life,

— Wt

A day's journey is about twenty-three
and one fifth miles,

A Sabbath day’s journey was about an
Eoglish mile.

Ezekicl's reed was nearly eloven feet.

A cubit was pearly twenty-two inches,

A hand's breadth is equal to three and
five-cighth’s inches,

A finger's breadth is equal to one inch.

A shekel of silver was about fifty cents.

A shekel ot gold was §8.00.

A talent of silver wi 38,32.

A talent of gold was §13,809,

A piece of silver, or a penny, was thirteen
cents,

A farthing was three cents,

A mite was less than & quarter of a cont.

A gerah was one cent,

An epah, or bath, o wins seven gallons
and five pints, y

A bin was one gallon and two pints,

A firkin wue eeyen pints,

An omer was six pints,

A nab was three pints,

I —————

AN UNWRITTEN SERMON.

i SRR

I remember when a boy, watchiog & re
ligious teacher—indeed, a minister of the
Gospel—under the immediate and sudden
attack of injury, We all knew him to be
& mao naturally of very impetuous
sions ; but he simply set his teeth flrmly
against violent utterance. His white lips
quivered trewulously, lest he should fly
ioto a provoked explosion. His whole soul
was mightily held ia hand, until he could
-calmly gase apon his tradacer. And when
he quietly gave the soft answer which
*‘turneth away wrath,'’ that man preached
a sermon then on forbearance and self-con-
trol, that no publie performance of his,
ever equalled bhelore a congregation.

Sueh diseourses cannot be delivered from
& pulpit of eloquence ; they must gome
from a pulpit of pain, ** He that ruleth

{-his.own spirit, is -better than he who

taketh a eity.”

SR o o ST ———

Why ie a newspaper likea tooth brash?
Do you give itup!? Because every one
should have one of his own, and not be
borrowing his neighbors.

DEVOJTNESS.

| - Devoutly read, and then

All books shall edily thee ;
Devoutly Jook, and naught :
But wonders shall pass by thee,
Devoutly speak, and men
Dcmtg.h.mn to thee ;
Devoutly act, and then
The strength of God acts through thee,
~ Ruckert,  Wisdem of the Brahmin.
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way to know anything—the words would

DEFINITIONS OF BIBLE TERMS.,
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