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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER

be crippled, it is something to thank
God for.
been anticipated that the ordinary re-
ceipts of the Union should have ex-
ceeded {Wose of any previous year ot its
history, though still below its expen-
ditures, while the financial showing of
the Home Mission Society was special-
ly gratifying to everybody. Our home
societies plainly have this oné advan-
tage over the Missionary Union, they
can better guage their out-goes by their
incomes, and so prevent deficiencies.
But does not the history of the past
year in our several societies show that,
as a denomination, we have never yet
given to any great benevolence up to
the exhausting point,—we can do still
better if we will, notwithstanding panics
and depressions in the money market ?

The subject specially referred to the
Union by the Executive Committee,
and referred back to "the Executive
Committee by" the Uunion, that of Dis-
triot Secretaryships, was considered at

It is more than could have |

For the Christian Messenger,

4', LETTER FROM REV, J. L. CAMPBELL.
My, Editor,—

Since my retutn home I have thought
that perhaps a few jottings might not
be wholly without interest to some of
your readers.
Chatham on the evening of the 21st of
May, somewhat wearied with the jour.
ney ; but, grateful to the God of Mis-
sions for the work which had been done
and to the brethren of the Maritime
Provinoces for areception which exceed-
ed in its cordiality anything that I

~could possibly have anticipated.

ANOTHER MISSIONARY TO BE SENT.

ested in knowing that at a Speecial
Meeting of our Board held on the 5th
inst., it was unanimously decided to
offer the appointment of Missionary to
the Tel ,-in our now united field,

-—

: 00g008
some length, and showed some diver-to the Rev. G. F. Currie, of Andover,

sity. of opinion. In matters of mere
method we shall always differ. Bat
one thing 8 certain, missions abroad
~ can never be carried on without work
at home, hard work, and a good deal
of it. It will always cost something
to do this home work. Water is God's
free gift, but we have to pay for the
pipes that bring it to our houses.
This matter of District Secretaries, or
collecting agencies, is & grave one for
all our soocieties, an we hope the Exe-
cutive Committee will have abundant
wisdom in ifs decisions in regard to
it. We look upon some kind of home
agency to reach the pastors and
churches by a personal presence as
almost a necessity, in the present state
of missionary intelligence and in inter-
est, and this not more to collect ma-
terial help for the work in hand, than
to furnish spiritual stimulus and devo-
tion to Christian benevolence. Ip this
connection we remember the old
adage, Do mnot unharness the team
when you have got a heavy load to
draw.

The meetings of the Home Mission
and the Publication Societies, occupy-
ing but a single day each, were of neces-
sity more closely confined to the rou-
tine of business. Yet at both of these
there was good speaking both from the
floor and the platform, and the interest
was well kept up till Friday evening,
though the attendance was much thin-
ner.

The introduction of she Buushern
delcgates was a very interesting feature
of the Home Mission Society’s meeting.
The welcome was cordial, and the res-
pounses fraternal. We could not help
thinking, why should the Baptists of
the North and South be any longer
kept separated in the great work of
Home and Foreign Evangelization?
We are one family ; we have a common
work ; we each need the co-operation
of the other ; can we not soon be or-
ganically one again? The missionary
Union could take on the foreign work
of the Southern Convention, with very
little additional home expense, giving
the South a just representation in the
home management, and thus secure
more efficiency bothat home and abroad.
The Home Mission Society is already
on Southern soil, doing a great work in
the education of the colored ministry.
With this work it is plain our Southern
brethren are coming more and more
into sympathy. What could be better
than a etrong union of forees, both
North and South, in this the mission

-field to-day of North America ?

In the midst of so mach that was
good, and so much harmony, it is a pity
that any thing occurred to create a jar.
But the introduction of the resolution
to appoint an additional Secretary to
have charge of this work of education
in the South, did come into the meet-
ing of the Home Mission Society as a
disturbing element. But what threat-
ened to be a storm, proved only a squall,
and after the cloud passed over,
.the elements were all calm again as a
summer evening. We express no
opinion as to the policy involved in
this question. We only say, let the
work he vigorously pushed by what-
ever hand it is extended to.

The Edueational Commission made
8 very good impression 48 to the work
of the Ceotennial. The movement is
already organized in nearly every State,
and the work of raising fands begun.

Taken as a whole, we do not remem-
ber a better series of meetings than
these just closed. The attendance was
very good from all parts of the counntry,
the Missionary Union registering over
five bundred names of life-members
sud delegates ; plans for future work
were well devised, the denominational
esprit de corps was well sustained, and
we trust the Master was pleased.

Victoria County, New Brunswick. He

will (D. V.) remain in the Maritime

next August, when he will come to
these Upper Provinees and spend
about two months visiting the churches
of Ontario and Quebee. At the Con-
vention meeting in Guelph on the 20th
October pext, he will be designated to
his work and will leave as soon after
as possible for Cocanada, India.

Although a stranger to most of us
here ; yet, we have heard from your-
selves of his piety and worth. He
will receive a cordial welcome in these
Provinces from warm christian hearts ;
and I am sure that our brethren in the
East will be the last to forget in their
sympathies and prayers one of their
own Missionary sons. May this be
another strand to bind the Baptists of
the Dominion into-one solid united
whole,

The Rev. C. Goodspeed, of Wood-
stock, the Rev. W. H. Porter, M. A.,
of Brantford, and the Rev. R. H. Fyfe,
D. D., Principal of the Canadian Liter-
ary Institute, Woodstock, are the ap-
.pointed Delegates to be with you at
your coming Convention next August.
In the event of the Rev. Dr. Fyfe’s not
being able to go, the Rev. T. L. David-
son, D. D., of Guelph, for many years
the efficient Secretary of our Home
Missionary Society,” will be his alter-
nate. These (excepting Dr. Davidson)

were appointed last October and 1
refer to the matter now so that our

brethren in the Maritime Provinces
will remember what we will expeot
from them at our Convention next
autumn. Bro. Porter expects to leave
here for your Provinces about the first
of July. God has richly blessed our
devoted brother.
the past year into the fellowship of t
First Baptist Church of Brantford 128
rejoicing converts.

. REPORT ADOPTED.

* At the recent Board Meeting above
referred to the writer presented the
official Report from the Conventjon at
Amberst. The following resolution
was unanimously adopted :

Voted, That the Report of the Secretary
be adopted and that the thanks of the Board
be given to bim for his able services on his
recent visit as our Delegate to the Con-
vention of our brethren in the Maritime
Provinces ; and that, in cordially adoptin
the basis of co-operation in Mission wor

among the Teloogoos agreed upon at the
Convention in Amberst, we express also

our great gratification at the result of the
negotiations, and our thanks for the cour-

teous reception and generous treatment
shown to our Delegate.

May heaven's chociest blessing rest
upon the Missionaries as they labour
side by side in the brightest spot on
the whole Foreign field, :

RECENT TIDINGS FROM COCANADA.

It will be remembered that Cocana-
da, the centre of the Teloogoo field in
which the Missionaries will unitedly
labor is situated - on the western coast
of the Bay of Bengal at the moutk of
the Godavery river. It lies near the
seventeenth parallel of latitude. Ina
private letter written by Mrs. Me-
Laurio and bearing date of 3rd April
last (received since my return) she
makes the following statement regard-
ing the climate :

““QOur three hot monthe are April,
May and June, when everything gets
faded and languid like an old bouquet.
But, dear friend, do not imagine us to
be forever at boiling or melting point,
For three months iu the year, Decem-
bey, January and Februzry, we have
delightfully cool weather., 7T'his year,
it was as cool as we cared to have it.
Then, much of the time is quite en-

durable, with the Punka waving over-
head.” ~

. McLaurin writes as follows :

ONTARIO CORRESPONDENCE.

* Oh, if you could send us out about
ten men within the meat two or three
years by the infinste grace of God what
could we not accomplish in this section
of counrttrhy. There are a hundred
miles north of us where there ought to

be three stations—millions of men and

I arrived safely at

Your readers will feel deeply inter-

‘Provinces until after your Convention

He baptized durieg:

In aletter of the samo date, Bro.

| women ready to hear the word of life I"

Little did the lone Missionary as he
enned these anxious lines dream that
-before the letter which conveyed those
burning words could reach.us the de-
sire of his heart would be fully real-
ized. Oh, what blendings of joy and
sorrow will the heavy mails of the last
month bring to our noble Missionaries
—crushing, Heartfelt sorrow when they
learn that the father of Mrs. Timpany
and Mrs. McLaurin—the venerable
President of our Society—the Rev.
John Bates departed this life, on the
eight of May last ; and, joy unbound.
ed, when they héar that that noble
Missionary band, is coming over the
side by side and heart to heart with
‘them in winning jewels for Immanuel’s
“crown from India’s dusky sons:

Ee J. L. CanpPBELL.
Chatham,. Ontario, 10th June, 1875.

-

For the Christian Messenger.
CAREFUL ORDINATIONS.

Dear Sir,—

There have been eleven ordinations
within the bound of our Convention
since the last annual meeting. In only
oune instance, as I am imformed (the
Rev. W. Bancroft), had the candidate
received any theological teaining. This
is to be greatly deplored.

The young men who have been thus
placed over our churches will be ex-
pected to declare “ all the counsel of
God,” and to ‘‘warn every man and
teach every mau in all wisdom.” They
will meet with objections and oppo-
nents, and must be prepared to encoun-
ter all sorts of difficulties. Infidels
will mock them, and tauntingly ask
for ** a reason of the hope.” The spe-
culative conceits of freethinkers, and
the contradictory notions of members
of other demominations will perplex
their minds, and especially when young
inquirers ask for explanations and so-
lutions which only the well-cultured
can supply, aud they cannot supply
them ! Berides this their hearers will
look for * things néw and old "—a con-
staut variety of al food, adapted
to their constitutions, and fitted to im-
part strength. They will not be con-
teoted with perpetual sameness. The
christian pastor must ** feed the flpck,”
and *“ be able by sound doctrine both
to exhort and to convince the gainsay-
ers.” "y
" Higw_ will:a minister/meet such de-

be*tas failed to-prepare him-
self for the work by * seeking aund
intermeddling with all wisdom,” to the
best of his ability? How can an un-
trained man train up an iotelligent
congregation? How can such a man
“make foll proof of his ministry ¥""—
Will he not become painfully conseious
of his deficiencies, and wish, though in-
vain, that he had previously availed
himself of opportunities for improve.
ment? Aod ie it not manifest that
ministering brethren should give heed
to the apostolic injunction to * lay
hands suddenly on no man ”? Can they
be justified in ordaining men to the
ministry who are notoriously defective
in qualifications essential to an effec-
tive discharge of their duties ?

The duty of the churches is also clear.
While it is true, a8 Robert Robinson
said, that ** any person who under-
stands christianity may, teach it,” a
Licentiate is an aceredited teacher.—
He bears the church’s commission, and
the churches should graot such com-
‘missions with much deliberation and
caution, after careful trial.

Our statutes guard the professions
of medicine and law agaiost the intru-
sion of unqualificd persons. Qught
ot the gospel ministry to be guarded
with equal care ? It cannot be done,
of course, by legistative enactment :
but should not the brethren who meet
on occasions of ordination resolutely
refuse admission to the ministerial
office to all candidates who are found,
on examination, to be unprepared for
the work > Would it not be kinder to
them and safer and more profitable to
the churches, to interpose a twelve-
month’s delay, to be diligently occu-
pied in preparatory study ?

Observe : 1 am not pleading for a
three years’ course in a Theological
Iustitution. It is not always possible
to secure that advantage, nor is it in
all cases . There are other
methods by which s young man may
acquire a general fitness for labour,

particularly in regard to Seripture in-

Bay of Bengal to join them, and labor |

i .

 terpretation, English composition,theo-

logical -inquiry, and the history of the
Christian church. ' Those methods may
‘be varied, according to circumstances,
but should be substantially conforma«
ble to some fixed plan, A certain
unifogmity of requirement, based on
actual examination, would seem to be
a desideratum. The preparation of a
scheme for that purpose, by competent
persons, would be a boon to the
churches.

I have gone over the ground rough-
ly, in the hope that other brethren will
take up the subject, and favour the
denomination with their views. It is
high time to initiate a reform.

Yours truly,
J. M. Cramr.

June 17, 1875.

e —— —— e

The Christian Messenger,

HALIFAX, N.S., JUNE 23, 1875.

N, S. WESTERN BAPTISY |
S vtosh b ingighadi A
In the exercise of the Divine for-

‘bearance and by the grace of the Most

High we have been brought through a

quarter of a century since the Nova

Scotia Baptist Association was divided

into three Associations — Eastern,

Western, and Central. After much

deliberation had been given to the

subject and prayer offered to Almighty

God for his direction, the separation

was made in 1850 with the utmost

harmony. God had so blessed the la-
bors of his ministers, especially those

of the fathers Harding, Manning, Di-

mock and Chipman, that the members

had become too large ‘to conveniently
remain together. The fraternal feeling
has in no wise diminished, but in tbe
quarter-of-a-century all feel almost
as much at home in the other Associa-
tions as in their own. We trust it may
long remain so, and each Association
by its acts continue to command the
respect and confidence of the others,
and be to them a source of solid su
port and strength, so that although we
may meet at different times and
places, yet all may remain one in heart
and christian sympathy.

The Nova Scotia Western As-

sociation assembled on Saturday last |

at 10 A. M., at Tremont, Aylesford.

‘Onpe hundred and fifteen ministers and

delegates were present. Rev. W. G.
Parker was chosen moderator. The
letters showed an addition of three
hundred and fifty baptized during the
year. Preaching services were held
on the Lord's day in nineteen ‘places.
The Association sermon was delivered
on Monday by Rev. W. H. Richan;
preaching at the same hour also in
open air by Rev. P. Gallaher. Large
congregations were present at the meet-
ings ; reports of Com nittees were pre-
sented on Monday afternoon and were
warmly discussed. Public missionary
meeting was held on Monday evening,
and an educational meeting on Tues--
day morning.

-

THE METHODISTCRURCH,

Ouly a few yearsagoall the Methodist
ministers in these provineces were sim-
ply missionaries of the English Confer-
ence, and were under the appointment
and pay of that body. Subsequently
they became a Conference, and were

-under the appointment and pay of that

body. Since then they became a
Conference of Eastern British Ameri-
ca. Now they are united under one
General Cooference for the Dominion,
embracing what was formerly (1) the
Canada Conference, (2) the New Con-
pexion Conference, and (8) the Con-
ference of Eastern British America.

This General Conference gwhich
meets once in four years is subdivided
into six subordinate Conferences—
three formed out of the Canada Con-
ferences, and three out of the Mari.
time Provinces. Of the latter, one
comprises New Bruuswick and Prince
Edward Island ; another Newifound-
land ; and another Nova Secotia aond
Bermuda ; each of these meets annu-
ally, and makes the appointments of
the ministers under its jurisdiction.

The latter Counference it is that has
been in session during the past week
in Grafton Street Cburch, Halifax.
It bas under its direction about eighty
ministers, Maoy of the ministers
arrived in town on Saturday the 12th,
nn?h filled the Methodist pulpits on the
13th.

The formal opening of the Confer-
ence took place on Tuesday evening,
when about seventy ministers and
preachers were present. After the
opening exercises, the election of Pre-

sident for the ensuing year oocupied
the sttention of the body. TL}.

were several candidates in the first
ballot, but as neither of them had a
clear majority of the whole, two or
three other ballots were taken, which

eventually resultéd in the choice of -

Rev. A. H. Nicholson, the manager of
the Book-room and editor of the Wes.
leyan. :
The President will please accept our
cordial greetings on the honor placed

i,o,n himself,and on'the press, by his elec-

tion to preside over the Conference.

The following are the other officers
eleoted :

Secretary—Rev. R. A. Temgfe.
Journal Secretary—Rev. S. F. Huestis.
Assistant Secretaries—Revs. 0. Jost, A.

D. Morton, J. Coffin and J. M. Pike.

Rev. J. Lathern and Jabez A. Rogers
were appointed o letter writers, and
Rev. J. Borden official reporter for the
Conference.

Revs. T. Wau;:x:;d Smith and Thos.
Rogers were a to the
o . pPpo prepare pas-

Preaching services were held each

(at 6.30 a. m.) in the several
Houses of Worship.

ethodist

On WEDNESDAY evenin

among the French and German popula-
tion of Quebec and Ontario,the Indians
in Manitoba and the great North-West,
in the Empire of Japan, as well as in
the Maritime Provinces, the Island of
Newfoundland and the coast of Labra-
dor. The amount received toward the
income of the Society for the year
ending May 31st, 1875, in Nova Scotia,
is $10,218.44. Speeches were made by
a number of ministers and others. One
remark reported to have been made by
one of the speakers seems a little bold,
perhaps we might say extravagant. It
was that **if the same rate of advance
which in the past 130 years has at-
tended the Methodist Church be con-
tinved in the next 130 years, the
Methodist Church alote may be the
means of Christianizing the world one
hundred times over.”

On TaursDAY MoRNING the regu-
lar business was proceeded with. It
is -said " that on the usunal questions
being put as to the conduct and ability
of the ministers, that not one case came
up as requiring investigation. For which
all joined in singing the doxology.

Reference was made by Dr. goho
to the recent death of Dr. DeWol
The candidates for the ministry were
before the Conference, and seven out
of eight were accepted.

On Fripay Morning the eighth of

‘the young preachers was further ocon-

sidered, and received on trial.

The Rev. Dr. Ryerson, President
of the General Conference, was pres-
ent, and addressed the Conference on
the new position in which they found
themselves. Dr. R. spoke of his own
experience, that he had entered the
-ministry 50 years ago when there were
but 30 Methodist ministers in Canada,
whereas now there are 600 in ail the
Conference.

Dr. Richey was requested to reply
which he did briefly.

Rev. Mr. Pope the oldest minister
of the Conference by several years,
being almost 90, also spoke with much
animation of scenes and conflicts he
had passed through in Canada in his
younger days. This called forth other
reminiscences of an interesting charac-
ter from Dr. Ryerson.

Rev. T. W. Smith was placed on
the list of Supernumeraries. Rev. Mr.
McMurray also applied for relief from
active work on account of failing health,
A proposal was made to place Mr.
McM. as Superintendent of Home Mis-
sions.

Mr. McMurray presented a resolu-
tion which was taken up in the after-
noon, providing that no. minister or
preacher be appointed successively for
more than three years in accordance
with the law of the General Conference.
After discussion, npon division, there
were but four to sustain the motion.
Subsequently a memorial was presented
from the Grafton Street congregation

asking for the re-appointment of Rev.

John Read, it being his fourth year.
A PUBLIC EDUCATIONAL MEETING

was held on Friday evening at which
there was some good and effective
speaking and resolutions, pledging to
earnest co-operation passed. i’bo
Chronicle remarks in reference to the
speaking. “ Higher education on a
national basis, however, seems to meet
with little sympathy. ‘i‘hh Was especi-

el peie

and Ry who, upon this

subject, perhaps, m& be lookg;non a8
o

the exponents of views of the

denomination.”

day. The candidates for ordination

| preached in the early morning services
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