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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

g

Eovvespoubence,

For the Christian Messengor.
THE GUARD SET IN VAIN.

BY MRS. HUNT-MORGAN,

“ Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch:
go your way, make it as sure as ye can,”

¢ As sure as ye can !"”  Did Pilate really
thiok, with the Jews whom he bated and
despieed, that this military watch would
be sufficient to arrest the further progress
of the dead Nugarene? Rather, did he
not in these words imply his beliet or
suspicion, that ** this just person,” as he
himself bad owned him to be, wight yet
prove what He claimed to be—** the Son ol
God ?”

All through those terrible houre in the
judgment-hall, the two parties—Jewish
and Roman—bhad been exchanging their
wutual gibes and taunts in the presence of
their Divine Vietim ; and although Jewish
rancor bhad triumphed in forcing the Ro.
man Governor to authorize the judicial

murder of the -Prisoner, yet Rowan  wit )

made the Jewish triumph an ignominious
deteat, when the triply written title was
affixed to that centre cross, where, with .a
proved malefactor on either hand, the
“ King of the Jews ’ ‘* was numbered
with the transgressors,” 4

The Governor was having a keen rcvenge
on the men who, taking advantage of his
past illegal oppressions which had put him
in their power, had pushed him tw erush
dowo and practienlly deny the faets which
his own lips bad verbully acknowledged
concerving that Luly Accuscd,

“ All that a man hath, will he give for
hie life.” And to vecure a few prolonged
years of wretched existeuce in plunder and
vice, Pilate gave ull that he hnd, ~He bhad
a conpoience—he gave it; God sent him a
message through his wile’s dream, affording
bim ooe more moment of grace—he gave
it, that season of merciful opportunity ;
be had absolute power— he gave it, like a
coward, rather than like & brave man risk
it for truth and honor ;—all that he had,
be gave for that miserable life of his, and
80 ** delivered Jesus to be crucified.” And
then, as if in maddened passion at the
Jews, as he thought on his trampled con.
acience, his slighted wife, his lost honor,
his forfeited truth, and perchance, his
ruined suvul,~he let loose the sharpest
stings of bhis subtle wit, and wrote the
grand satire of Calvary :

* THIS 18 JESUS, THE KING OF THR Jews !"

And now, when the agony and awe of
the earthquake and the durkness had driven
conviction deeper into his shrinking soul,
causing every fibre of his being to quiver
with the shock, now cawe his tormentors
again, to crave a Roman wateh for the
grave of the Crucified ; nnd like the wild
bowl of some lost devil who ** believes and
trembles,” he hurls buck the order fur the
guard, with the clo.ing, biting sarcasm ol
bitter eluquence :

** Make it as sure as ye car !

Ay,as sure as ye ean! And to what
does that amount ¥ My Rowan legions are
the mighty of this world ;: but what ewn
they do agaiost the thunders of the Eter-

‘0al? They om\thc victorious soldiers ol

Cwsar ; but what if a greater than Coesar
bave been among us, and left a curse upon
their arms ?  Little fur them to guard the
grave of a dead Nuazarene ; but what will
their power avail, # a living Gud be there !
Yet take the guard, and ye will, ** fools
end blind,” ae He Himeelt once called you ;
set the watch, seal the stone, make it as

. 8ure as ye can, and then let the King of

the Jews show ycu how sure that is; for
the Nazarene will triumph yet !

And he did triumph, snd conquers still.
So let the foes of Jesus ruge as they way,
and try to crash His glorious gospel, there
is notwithstanding no need for lear in the
hearts of those ** whom e bas redecmed
with His precious bluod.”  Aguin and
egain in the history ol our world, bas the
scal tecn set on the stone-wrought prisons
which enclused, a8 n living towbs, the
martyrs of the truth ; again and again has
the military guard been set with sword and
spear to stop the progress of the rising God
in the pereon of his me-sengere ; yet

* Vain the stone, the watch, the seal.”

They made it as sure as they could, but
He ** burst the gates of braes, and broke the
bars of iron in sunder.” But Satan and his
emissaries have not learned the lesson yet,
but in our days of quieter appeurances and
more dangerous seductions etrive still to
stay the hende of Gods workers, and to
shut up coming souls in the dungeons of un-
belief and ignorance. Let them try their
best, or their worst, makiog .it as sure ae

they can ;—*¢ He that sitteth in tho heav-

eos shall laugh the Lord shall have them
in devision,” for if He hath blessed, they
‘* cannot reverse it."”

Precious comfort for His tempted and
tried ones! For in the open and empty
sepulehre of Jesus linger the echoes of His
departing footsteps, testifying that ** He is
not here, He is risen,” and ascended into
heaven ; while, through all the *¢ confused
noise "’ of eartbly conflict, steals silvery
clear His still small voice to His beloved:

‘* Behold 1 have set before thee an open
door, and no man can shut it."” ¢ Fear
not for [ am with thee.”

- -

THE NEW ACADEMY BUILDING.

Dear Epitor,—

Please allow me to acknowledge the re.
ceipt of the following sume for the above
ohjeot :—

Brookfield and Culedonia Churches.  $6 25
Asa MOI‘GO. Pll‘ldlse.. TR TR 10 00
Ml‘l. AF‘ MOIOO, " TR R LRI 6 00
Bym MQ'&‘.' wt'  swmesessesence 2 60

Francis W. Morse,*"* seeesscesccces 2 560
RRev. A. Cohoon, (addi ionul). ey 2 60
Martha Paltrey, Lawrencetown..... 0 60

Lizzie Paifrey, " weee 060
Previousiy asknowledged...... ...:_*12910 69

Totaltoc-ooo.onoq’ ooooo ﬁ'l,g‘o 4‘
~ For the Committee,

D. M. WevLTON,

For the Christian Messcnger.

. OUR INSTITUTIONS OF
LEARNING,

Mg. Emrog;—-

Is there wealth in knowledge? It ap-
pears to the writer if this question could
be answercd in the afirmative there would
be no longer any difficulty in raising all the
funds necessary to carry on our lostitu-
tions of Learning ; for be assured there is
wenlth enough among the Fifty Thousand
Baptists of this Province, to say nothing of
an equal, or greater amount in the other
two Provinces, to meet all necessary de-
wanls for these, and for all the otber
benevolent claime upon the denomination.

The old adage, ** knowledge is power,”
hae passed into an axiom. I do not know
but there is truth, if not equal truth in
the expression, knowledge is wealth, The
gradation of koowledge is every where
apparent in its history. None know so
little but that they might know less, and
none know 80 much but that they might
know more. Wealth in general, other
things being equal, bas been in proportion
to knowledge. The relative position of the
civilized among the uncivilized, disclosee
this fact to demonstration ; see English
and American wealth in the Indies, And
in civilized countries the ratio of wealth,
as a general fact bas been on a par with
knowledge.

We see the normal result of knowledge
in relation to wealth pretty clearly present-
ed in the various enterprises and improve-
ments of the present'day. The mineral and
agricultural intereets afford ample illustra-
tions. The value of the former is often un-
suspected by the ownere, whose misfcrtune
bas left them without knowledge of their
value,until those better educated have made
themeelves owners or proprietors thereof.
To give, ws illustration, one case among
wany : Io the peighboring Province of
New Bruuswick, there was a very rich de-
posit of n peculiar kind of coal, around and
over which the proprietors of the il lived.
In process of time this was brought to the
notice of a foreigner, who saw by means of
his knowledge the, to thoee less educated,
hidden wealth. Availing himsell thereof
io connection with a few others, the resuls
bas been to him, so I have been informed,
a dividend in some years of over one bun-
dred per cent, Query, had the inhabitants
koowu the wealth that lay beneath their
soil, would they have suffered, for a trifle,
foreigners to derive the advantages thereof,

The agricultural interests of the country
are no less bencfitted by koowledge. The
mower, the 1eaper, the rake, the fork, are
all products of knowledge. Built on the
konuwledge of Philosophical principles ap.
plied by experiment to practical purposes,
Their utility, in the saving of time, (and
bear in mind, time is money) is more than
werely admitted. It is not too much to say
that balf the expense of harvesting is saved
by their use. ‘The calculation is easily

made, and it is believed that it would more
than justify the assertion.
The wercantile and the mechanical enter-
rises afford equll{ decisive evidence that
tnowhd‘o is wealth, The application of
steam, and the use of electricity, great
agents of notlrn, and mrom. wealth,
are beyond all controversy, products
of knowledge ; but no need of illustration,
or ment to prove that the sun shines in
cloudless day, nor that knowledge is wealth
ot the purest kind. Siema. |

MISAPPLIED SCRIPTURES.

The following article, from the Garden
and City, a local magazine of one of the
Boston churches, is sent us with a request
for publication. It has some excellentand
appropriate thought on the subject of
which it treats, and yet we must not sup-
pose that when a christian receives pardon
and peace from God that he ceases in him-
self to be a sinner. 1t is in Christ only he
becomes a saint, *¢ for there is not a just

‘man upon earth that doeth good and sin.

neth not.”” This is the foundation of his
bumility, and, feeling this, he can always
uee the Lord’s Prayer and suy * Forgive
us our trespasees.” If we get beyond this

-we think the ground becomes unsafe.

The great enewy of souls— the devil—it
he cannot blind our eyes utterly to the
light of the glorious gospel of Christ, (2
Cor. iv. 34), will seek to pervert the serip-
ture, or with cunning craftiness, will lead
us into the misapplication of it. Thus he
sought on successive occasions to tempt
and mislead our Lord, by saying to Him—
quoting the scriptures—** It is written.”
But our Lord knew Lie was misapplying the
scriptures, and so responded by saying,
** It is written,” and would then quote a
scripture in proper application. Satan
failed utterly with our Lord, but he meets
with better success with many of His dear
aisciples,

It is our design, in this article, to 2all
attention to some wmisapplications of the
word of Gud, and show how disastrous to
the soul’s health and growth this subtle
snare is. We speak, at this time, of two
of the more comwon cases among the
many ; those that we weet with in the
prayer-mceting, and in - perronal dealing
with souls. |

The first one we speak of ie the prayer
of the publican, who, * standing alar off,
would not lift up so much as his eyes unto
heaven ; but smote upon his breast,saying,
Gud be wercitul to me, a sinner,” (Luke
xviii. 13). Now this is a part of a most
precious parable, in which the hollowness
and hypoerisy of sell-righteousness is ex:
. posed, and the matchless grace of God to
stuners is set forth. And we way recall it,
i. e,, the Publican’s attitude and prayer,
to our remembrance, as a precious unfold.
ing of that grace by which we who were
once sinners, came to God ; but to hold on
to that prayer as a model one for christians
to use, is a most fearful perversion of the
word, and will be an obstacle in the way
of our sanctification. Our Lord said of the
Publican, that he ** went down to his
house justified.” Now it you had seen
him the next day taking his same far off
place, and with downcast eyes emiting him-
self on the breast, and repeating his prayer
would you not go to him end say, ** Friend,
the Lord bath heard thy prayer, und justi-
fied thee, there is no need for thee so to
pray any more ; go take thy place among
the saved ones, give thanks to Gud, wor-
shiping and praising Him for the grace that
hath saved thee, and sin no more.”

Suppose, again, you should find him
afterwards among the disciples, who were
** continuing daily with one accord in the
tewple, . . . in gladoess and siogle-
ness of heart, praising God, and baving
favor with all the people,” (Acts ii. 40,
47), still smiting bimsell on the breast,
and saying ** God bLe merciful to me, a
sinoer ;'’ would you not say, that either he
was singularly out of place, or else wae
waking a very singular prayer for a justi-
fied child ot God?

Well, we. have this comedy of prayer,
this satire on the grace of God, constantly
repeated among us. I knew of a pastor
once who eaid, in answer to the timid re-
monstrance of a young convert against
‘““making a prayer "’ in public: * Well
you can at least say with the publican,
* God be merciful to we, a sioner,”  What
a blind leader that was, to remand that
young convert to the far-off place of con-
demnation, and set him to praying again
for justification, when he was not yet done
rejoicing that his Publican prayer had been
heard and answered.

A well-beloved brother said to me. re-
ceotly, concerning that prayer, *‘ I way
come to Jesus with the publican’s ecry,
* God be merciful to me, a sioner,’ and 1
never expect to be above it.”” Surely my
brother did not consider what he was say-
ing! If he did, what advantage then is
“ grace,” is **forgiveness,” is ** justificn.
tion,” is ** adoption,” is ‘* acceptance in
the Beloved,” if we never expect to be
other than Publicans and sinners, standiog
afar off, not dariog so much as to lift up
our eyes to heaven. while we smite our-
selves on the breast, and cry, ** God be
merciful to us sinoers !” Even if ein acd |

failure come in-the life after justificition, it

is not meet that a ehild of Gud, though he
be found in offence, ehould rush vut of his
Father's houee, fling himself out of his
place of adoption, throw off his ncceptance
with Christ, and make haste to find a Pub-
lican and einner’s place. If you are over-
taken in fault, go to your Father and tell
Him about it ; show Ilim your troubles,
lny it all bare to Him-; renounce it utterly,
and He will put it away, and not only for-
give, but if you are really in the place of a
child, and have the spirit of a child, and
hate the thing which bas caused you to
offend, He will utterly deliver you from it
forevermore. But il we never ‘' expect to be
nbove ' being publicans and sinners, either
in relation to the Lord or in spiritunl estate,
the probability is that we never will be any
thing else, either in God's sight, or in fact,

The case of the prodigal son and his
prayer is also another illustration of mis-
applied scripture. There are christians
who are cont tantly saying, ** Father lwhavo'
sinned against heaven, and in thy sight,
and am no more worthy to be called thy
son.”” We do not read of the prodigal
son, who was 80 graciously met with a kiss,
ring, «hoes, best robe, and merry-making,
each day going off and rehabylitating him-
self in his old clothes, and coming to his
father with his o/d prayer.

Can you conceive of that parable being
%0 extended as to cover—what some are in-
sisting as the inevitable life of Gud’s peo-
ple—a life that should be a constant duily
repetition of the prodigal’s repentance and
return to his father ?

Dear friend, no greater dishonor to the
matchless grace of God, to the dear luve of
our Father and Lrd, could be done than
to take these positions ; that is, if we are
Justified .and rcconciled to Him by the
blood of the eross, and have been raised up
together with Him.

And no surer method could be adopted
for binding the life to sin than by putting
yourself into the place of publicans, sin-
ners, and prodigal suns.

A man cannot be a justified publican and
sinner but once, he cannot but once be a
returned and welooed-home prodigal.

——

For the Christian Messenger.
ON FOREIGN MISSIONS.

BY ORIENTAL.
No. 1.

The subject of foreign missions is rapid-
ly becoming one ot more and more absorb-
ing interest. The Christian world is
kindling fires in henthendom, which, as
great centres, seem destined to consume the

~works of the Adv-reury, who bas so long
triumphed over wuch of this earth, aed
especinlly over sowm® of the best and fuirest
portions of it.

Persceution is likely soon to be confined
to Christian lands. The Greek church
and Roman Catholic guveroments, wher-
ever they exist, are about the last of so-
called Christian countrics to recognizo the
freedom thut the gospel teaches, and
eventually secures to its professors. The
rulers in Africa, India, Ohina, Jupan, and
most of the great islands of the Pacific, as
well as those of the Indian Ocean, have at
length thrown open theif respective do-
wains, and sowe of these countries recently
80 exclusive in thewr so-called religious
policy, are biddingthe Christian missivnary
welcome wnd offering to guarantee him pro-
tection and the privileges common to
patives, and their own subjects. What a
change is this!

The matter is too extensive, to be
grasped in its entirety by any mental pro.
cess, and [ therelore propose to limit my
remarks to a given locality and engage the
reader’s attention in relation to a single
field, which to me, is peculiarly iutereste
ing. I reter to what is familiarly known
as the

TELOOGUO LAND

In the Oectober number of the Baptist

Missionary Magazine for 1874, there is~

prefixed, an accurate and most interesting
map of this great domain. | wish I could
import the design into the Messenger, and
proceed thereby, to illustrate wy weaning
unl my reasoning in reference to this won-
derful expanse of territory and its present
condition,

Begioning ‘on the South, at Pulicat,
thirty wmiles North of Madras, Teloogoo.
land extends along the coast five Aundred
and thirty miles as far as Chicacole, (some-
times given as far as Ganjam about seven
bundred miles).

Thence it takes a Northwesterly direo.
tion fowr hundred and sizty miles. to the
River Wurdah, or the head of the River

Tapee, then South six hundred miles—to
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near Bangalore—thence East two Aundred
miles to Pulieat. We have here says, the
writer (Rev. W. W, Campbell) within
these bounds a country larger than the
Eastero and Middle States together, and
nearly twice as densely populated. The
lnst Census gives it at eighteen millions,
and of whom, but five or six thousand as
yet, are christianizsed. Eighteen millions
of souls ! Burmah, adds the éame authori-
ity,~that is both British Burmah and
Burmah Proper, — Heathen Burmal —
together have only five millions of inhabi.
tants, '

Within this vast extent of territory, ex-
tending for manyjedgues along the shores
of the Bay ot Berigal, the American Bap-
tist Missionary Society bave but four sta-
tions, viz., Nellore, Alloor, Rumapatam,
and Ongole—covering one bundred and
seventy five miles in length, in breadth
varying from filty to one hundred miles.
[ake, says Mr. Campbell, this compara-
tively small tract lyiog on the South East,
away from the Teloogoo country, and you
see the Teloogoo people existing withdlt
the light of the knowlege of Christ,

In February, 1874, Mr.McLaurin former.
ly of the American Mission, now of the
Canadian Society, went to Coeanada, on the
const about two hundred miles North East
of Oognle, and bas started his miseion
there, with what prospects your readers
have been made acquainted to some extent,

by a previous article published in the Mes-

senger

At Guntoor, seventy miles North East
of Ongole, the American Lutherane, it seems
have a mission, The Chureh of England
and the London Missionary Society have
nleo stations along the coasts, but to a
limited extent. The great poition of the
Teloogoo, West, North and North West of
Ongole—eight millions or more lis in utter
darknees, without says Mr. Campbell, one
ray of gospel light !

Into thig Telvogoo country in its South

Railrond runs about three hundred and
twenty miles. By this road the coun-
try South West of the Ghauts or hills is
open, and in direct communication with
Bombay on the West, and Madras on the
East. Tbere is » branch to Hyderabad
completed, and was to be opened in Novem-

Teloogoo country, and one of the impor-
tant cities of Southern Iodia. It is ruled
by a king and ie the capitnl of the Nizanis'
domaine subject however to certain treatics
with the English. Then there is the great
Godavery River towards the North East,
one of the grand thoroughferes of the in-
terior.

Huving thus bricfly described this won-
derful region, but which requires that the
reader have a large mup or chart before him
and | way say with it, the October number
of the B. M. Maguzine from which my
facts are largely drawn. In another letter
[ sball by way of cootrast to the other
heathen countries enlarge on the facilities
offered for occupyiog, and the prospects
presented for cultivating this field, and the
encouragement presented for 8o doing to be
based on facts of the most recent date, and
strictly reliuble in every particular,

One further extract however from Mr,
C's latest letter—28 Dee., 1874, dated
Socunderabad, [lyderabad, when he says :
** I am here for the purpose of looking over
the field to nscertain as nearly as possible
just the work that is being dooe here and

Telooguos.”

He concludes that Seoynderabad is the
place to locate a wission station, (Ameri-
can of course,) a large city with a largo
oumwber of Telooguos and surrounded by
villages of all Teloogoos, except as to Mo-
hommedans, The latter as yet, have too
much of the blood of the Ishmaelites he
thinke to be susceptible to the gospel of
Christ. *But 1t is amoog the Talinganes,
or origioal Teloogoos, he adds that we
work. [ find bere he continues the Church
of Eogland, Scotch Presbyterian, Catho.
lies, Wesleyan Methodists, and a few Uni-
terians. The Methodists are making a
great effort. But as yet the Teloogoos as
a people are left. All these other denomina.

and Tumils. The Teloogoo field is still open
(be suys), but shall we leave it open any
looger ? It is & glorious field for the Lord’s
work ?”

From Ramapatarm, the looation of the
Theological School, under da'e Oet. 22,
1874, Mr. Willinms writes : Our students
as a whole are men of considerable promise,
and are anxious to study, but what are we
to say to them ?

The little churches are calling for men
all the time—s0 much so, that I bave

Western border,the Great Indian Peninsula -

ber. Hyderabad is in the ocentre of the

to learn more definitely the proportion of

tions labor among %glinh. East Indianes, /
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