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four low mountains or hills, two or 
three miles distant, on one of which the 
resent king is building n small but 

sha ell pulace. The Regent has 
also built three houses on these hills 
and has scme fine buildings in the 
town. Ratburee is quite a favorite 
resort for some of the Siamese nobles 
and Europeans living in Bangkok. It 
is quite an important town and would 
form a desirable station for mission 
work but there is no one to occupy it. 
Leaving the town we rowed down the 
river fifteen or twenty miles towards 
its mouth. Then by means of canuls 
and creeks we reached the ’etchaburee 
river, 
The country between these rivers, 

near the sea is overflowed at high 
water by the tide, and so is unfit for 
cultivation, But it is by no means 
worthless. It is mostly covered with a 
low growth of Mangrove and other 
trees, and supplies a large part of the 
wood used in Bangkok. The people 
who live here to cut wood; have houses 
raised several feet on posts, and all 
around is nothing but mud and water, 

After reaching the Petchnburee 
river, we had to row up five or six 
miles to reach the town, It is about 
ten miles from the mouth of the river, 
The population is estimated at from 
fifteen to sixteen thousand. It is in 
one of the finest rice growing districts 
in Siam and the crop this year is most 
éxcelient. We found the mission 
premises of the Presbyterians very 
pleasantly located. As at Ratburee 
there are several low mountains near 
the town. The nearest one is nearly a 
mile from the river and is three or four 
hundred feet high, - It das two sums 
mits, on the highest of which, is quite 
an extensive palace and cut-buildings, 
erected for the late king, and on the 
other a temple and pagoda. The view 
from the summit is very beautiful, To 
the East, at a distance of ten or twelve 
miles, is seen the gulf of Siam stretch. 
ing off to the South. On the West, 
twenty or thirty miles distant, were the 
mountains that form the bundary be- 
tween Siam and Burmah. On the 
North and South far as the eye could 
reach stretched waving fields of paddy, 
studded with sugar palms, 

NATURAL CAVERNS, 

On the West side of the mountain 
half-way up is a small naturdl eave 
very curious and interesting, . A flight 
of steps leads down twenty or hirity 
feet to a #mall brick pavement tén or 
fifteen feet across. On this floor stands 
several idols, Below this » few feet is 
another floor and from this a narrow 
dark passage goes away down into the 
mountain. The rock is of limestone. 
How the cavern was formed, whether 
by upheaval, or by the action of water 
seems difllcult to decide. 'I'wo miles 
from this is another large hill, in which 
is a much larger cavern. A brick 
paved roud leads up the side of the hill 
for perhaps a quarter of a mile to the 
principal entrance. A flight of stone 
steps leads down thirty feet or more to 
an uneven sloping floor. From, this 
again another flight of steps leads down 
half as much farther to the floor of the 
principal part of the cave. This floor 
18 of tile and about a hundred and 
seventy feet across the largest way, by 
ubout a hundred the other. The gene. 
ral shape of the cave is circular with 
an arched roof, probably eighty feet 
high, Through the top of this roof, is 
a large circular opening, by which the 
cave is lighted, 
number of idols all around in every 
nook and corner—some sitting, some 
kneeling and a large one reclining, 
There were many stalactites and 
stalagmites, some of them very pretty. 
There were two or three other large 
rooms in the cave, in one of which the 
rock was of a green, color and at a dis. 
tance was very striking in appearance, 
The road out to this mountain passes 
through paddy fields in which the pad- 
dy, now near y ripe, was standing very 
thickly and in many @elds nearly six 
feet high. 

Leaving Pechaburee on Tuesday 
evening, . we reached Bangkok on 
Thursday at noon, stopping by the way 

~ to shoot g-Jarge number of birds, The 
country, on our way over, was quite 
covered with water to the depth of u 
foot or more, but on our return it had 
fallen considerably. 

NATURAL PRODUCTIVENESS OF TUE 
COUNTRY, 

This is the time of fish harvest and a 
lentiful one the natives have this year, 
Sons creck and canal and ditch yields 
a supply, and the peeple have all sorte 
of traps for catching them. There is 
reason why peop cannot live in Siam, 
From what | saw on our trip and from 
what I learn from others, I am more 

the East bank, There: are three or 

There was a large | 
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and more impressed with the belief 
that the valley of Siam exceeds in for 
tility almost any other country on the 
face of the earth It only needs a pop. 
ulation with energy to develope its re. 
sources, to make # a wonderful land, 
And a change for the better is evident. 
ly taking place. Western ideas are 
penetrating the country. Reforms are 
toking place in the country, Reforms 
are taking ome in the government, 
and changes in the laws are being made 
und talked of, which promise much for 
thu future, Bet the great need of the 
country fs a living religion—a moral 
principle at the foundation, This only 
can come through their having the 
Gospel of Christ, The country -is in 
desparate need of this. * Who shall give 
it to them? If our brethren at home 
could see the needs of the nation, I am 
sure their sympathies would be enlisted 
for the Siamese, It “Oviental ” for 
instances, could take a tour rn 
Siam and seo its millions of. people 
scattered along the rivers and cntinla= | 
with-no knowledge of any way of sale 
vation but by their own good works, 
and with no one to make know a better 
way to them, he I am sure; would not | 
wiite in #0 heartless a manner about. 
shaking off the dust of Siam from our 
feet and leaving the people to perish, 
for * how shall they hear without a 
preucher : 
These articles that have appeared 

lately from “Oriental” are not cileulated 
to help us who are out here on the field, 
They seem open to eriticism on several 
accounts, The writer evidently has 
very little regard for the opinions or 
inclinations of those who are out here, 
and seems to think not at all of consult 
ing their feelings ny to where they shall 
labor. But 1 have neither time nor 
space for reviewing these articles at 
present, and must close by wishing, 
that we may all be guided aright in our 
work for the heathen, 

G. Cnurcninr, 
,-_ 

For the Christian Messenger, 

ONTARIO CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE FEARFUL WEATHER, THE 8OAR- 
LET FEVER SCOURGE. NEW ro. 
LITICAL DAILY, PARLIAMENTARY 
SILENCE. RELIGIOUS REVIVALS, 
THE WOODSTOCK CHURCH, 

‘“* How stands the thermometer this 
moruing ¥' This has been the question 
of questions for the lust two or three 
weeks nor has the general interest in 
it wholly abated even yet. The reite- 
rated statement that never, witain the 
mewory of that venerable but imper. 
sonal being, ** the oldest inhabitant * 
has such weather been experienced, 
must perhaps be admitted to be a little 
apooryphul. Is may not even be striot. 
ly true that the like he uot been known 
within the lust twenty-five, or twenty, 
or filteen years,—~the number depends 
somewhat upon the individual's idea of 
eupbhony. In regard to each and all 
these too definite ussertions, your cor. 
respondent being of shorter memory, 
begs leave to be noncowmitted, But 
that we have bad an intensely oold 
“spell " —one worth to figure in the 
annals of the country and to be de- 
scribed for the wonderment of the 
gravdchildren of the present genera- 
tion==when imagination, wided by the 
mists of years shall have msl, its 
embelishments upon it==of this we 
have no doubt whatever, To find the 
* Minimum,” registering with admira. 
ble consisting vight afier night for a 
fortnight degrees of ould raging from 
8° 01 10° 10 80° 35° below zero 
is no joke in Western Ontario. And 
when the atmosphere, in addition to 
being of the temperature indicated is 
found rushing constantly along towards 
warm latitudes at the rate of a New 
Brunswick or Nova Scotia gale, which 
is peurly equivalent to an Ontario 
burricane, nothing but an instructive 
dread of the nameless terrors of tho 
passage can repress the fervent wish 
thy one might spread a pair of wings 
and go along with it. Happy they 
who can so far comprehend George 
McDonald's mystic philosophy as to 
know how to ind their way to the 
‘* back of such a north wind. But the 
worst is, we hope, past and ‘with the 
exception of here and there a frosted 
nose or cheek, or a memory of more 
intense suffering on the part of many a 
oue, we are not much the worse, Alas, 
though for those we are forgetting, but 
whose sud histories are appearing here 
aod there in the columns of our news. 
papors, who have succumbed in the 
snow drift, or the wretched hovel and 
lelded up life itself to the pitiless 
lasts. It is no less instrustive than 

saddening to notice 10 how many such 
‘chaos the key to the tragedy is fur. 

RE ER CNR ————— 

‘Dished in the closing sentence.df the 
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history, ‘““he” or ** sho " * hud been 
drinkiog." 

Whether there is more than a oo. 
incidence in time between the two facts 
we are unable to say, but contempora. 
noous with the severity of the weather 
is the prevalence of sickness, especi. 
ally scarlet fever in the country. The 
type is generally we believe a mild 
one but the disease is widely provalent, 
Several schools have been obliged to 
suspend in consequence, amongst them 
our own Institute in Woodstock, Find. 
ing four or five cuses already on their 
hands and the prospects of their being 
able to prevent further spread of the 
disoare unfavourable, the teachers were 
compelled to dismiss, very reluctantly, 
their 180 or 100 pupils for the space 
of three wecks, The patients left be. 
hind are all convalescent and there is 
a good prospect of their being able to 
resume work on ths day appointed, 

March 8rd. The loss and incoave- 
nievoce are however sufficiently serious. 
"The appearance of a new morning 

paper, ** tho Liberal,’ in Toronto, is an 
event of sufficient interest to desorve 
chronicling in the history ef our jour- 
oalism, It is, as the name indicates, 
on the same side of politics. as. the. 
hitherto omnivorous Globe, and its ap- 
pearance may be regarded as an nt. 
tempted oheck to the despotism of that 
powerful engine for the manufacture, 
propagation and destruction of opinions. 
[he new paper is to tuke the place of 
the morning edition of the London 
Advertiser, Eker, probably the most 
influential journal west of Toronto. 
It has long been understood that a 
large number of persons symputhisin 
in the main with the Globe's politica 
und politicoseconomical views were yot 
heartily tired of the arrogance and 
violence of that powertul organ, and 
would gladly exchange it, if possible, 
for an organ equnlly sound on the 
main points, but able to advocate its 
viows with more moderation, tolerance 
and courtesy. The new veuture is 
manifestly, though not avowedly, a bid 
for the support of such, Whether it 
will be able to continue the unequal 
contest remains to be seen, It is said 
to have the aid of Mr, Blake's pen and 
some assistance from his purse, to help 
iton, The Globe has maintained a 
most ominous silence hitherto, having 
noteven a word of welcome for its new 
ally. 
While on semi-political matters, I 

onn hurdly refrane from asking what 
has the New Government at Ottawa 
done with all the speaking talent of the 
Maritime Provinces } Have the orators 
been left at home at the last elections, 
or have they registered vows of per. 
petual silence under the new order of 
things ? How is it that with one or 
two exceptions it is almost a prodigy 
to find in the reports a speech of more 
than a few lines from any one down 
East? Probably though the solution 
is to be found in the lack of compre- 
hensive or exciting topics, and we way 
hope to hear from them again when 
Mr. Costigan's perennial resolution 
comes up. Seriously it would be an 
evil should the burden of either debate 
or legislation be allowed to devolve 
wholly or mainly upon the representa. 
tives of one or two provinces. It is 
not of course #0 much the talking that 
could noi be done without, but talking 
in a deliberative assembly represents, 
or should represent thivking, and 
thinking in this case is the condition 
of earnestness and intelligent interest 
in building up the institutions and con- 
solidativg the political structure of 
what is essentially a new nation. 

Turning for a moment to religious 
matters, 1 am happy to be able to note 
signs of progress. lo many parts of 
the country there are indications of pro- 
found interest in spiritual things sod 
vumbers are being added to the differ- 
ent Christian Churches. In Brantford 
a great work, originated through the 
instrumentality of Mr, Vailey's labors, 
and carried on and shared by most, if 
not all, of tho Evangelical Churches, 
has been in progress for some time. 
ln London too his labors are producing 
much fruit, He expects shortly to 
visit Quebec and prays that he may be 
made the instiument of shaking that 
ancient city from its state of religious 
iy 

In Woodstock the faithfal labors of 
the new pastor Bro. Goodspeed are 
being abundantly blessed. He had 
the privilege of baptizing on a recent 
Sabbath, some 16 or 17 into the fel. 
lowship of his own Church, in addi. 
Lion to seven in an adjoining district, 
The use of the baptistry has been pre- 
vented during the last two weeks by 
the fall of a portion of the heavy 
plaster ceiling, but probably uot less 
than twenty additional candidates are 
asking for the ordinance and will be 
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immersed on Sabbath evening next. 
The accident above alluded to ocourred 
00 a Sabbath evoning, within a short 
time after the br oi a large 
congregation, which filled the Obarch 
tu its utmost capacity, The inoldent 
should be a warning to us against de- 
fective workmanship and shams in 
architecture, Gpicially us it is not long 
sinoo ove of the heavy plase centre 
pieces in the same building fell, like. 
wise on n Suuday evening shortly after 
the dismissal of the congregation, with 
such force as to crash the pew into 
which it fell. Had the incident in 
either case occurred a little earlier the 
results must have been dreadful, 

I dare not intrude further on your 
space to notice the spirited controversy 
which bas been going on between the 
(alleged) ritualistioparty in the Church 
of England, and the recently orga. 
nized church association, The dispute 
waxes warm. Proceedings have been 
instituted by the ecclesiasticul powers 
but whether they will be-earried through 
seems doubtful. The old questions of 
posture, genuflexions, fucing the Kast, 
elevating the host, &o., are invalued, 

J. EM. 
———————————— 

The Christian Messenger, 
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_ HALIFAX, N.8., MARCH 3, 1876. 

The matter of an Asylum for the 
cure of Inebrintes in this Province has 
now for some years received more or 
less of attention in the press and in 
the Legislature. And although noth. 
ing practical has resulted as yet, we 
aro nevertheless not without hope that 
there may soon be an awakening on 
the part of our public men to the 
value and necessity for such an insti. 
tution. We are informed that. a Mr, 
D. Banks McKenzie, Superintendent 
of the ** Appleton Temporary Home 
in Boston is expected to pay a visit to 
Halifax about the middle of March, 
and will deliver some Lectures on 
these institutions and the mode of 
treatment adopted in them for the res. 
toration of the intemperate to habits 
of sobriety, These lectures will 
doubtless be full of interest for all who 
care for the families of those who are 
held in bondage by the demon Intem. 
perance, 
We have been requested to publish 

the following sad and yet joyful ex- 
perience from the pen of one saved by 
weans of this institution under the 
superintendence of Mr. McKeusio ; 
We may add to the above that we 

buve learned that since the Institution 
was opened in April, 1873, it has ad. 
mitted 2278 men, and has furnished 
lodgiogs and food and clothing to a 
large number and procured employ. 
ment for 1701, all at a cost up to Dee. 
31, 1874, of $14,711.94. 

Here is the evidence of what is felt 
by some of those who have been cured 
taken from the Boston Evening Jlerald 
ot eb. 2ud, 1875. 
A Tuank Oreeniva,—Mr, D. Banks 

McKenzie has received the following letter, 
accompunied by the sum wentioned : 
‘* Since | cawe tv Boston with God's bless. 
ing | have made more money than | antici 
puted, I have visited your institution on 
several occasions, and | am satisfied that 
there Is no institution in this eity wore 
worthy of support. 1 give you one hun- 
dred dollars as a thank uffering to Alwighty 
Gud fur-his blessings oui ferred. on me, to 
assist you in establishing your new hue 
fur inebriates, Yours, 

J 

Newport, Nova Scotia," 
OUT OF THE JAWS OF DEATR AND HELL, 
The editor of this paper having requested 

me to give some noocvunt of my experience 
since coming to Boston, early in last N)- 
vember, I will endeavor briefly to dy so 
without trespassing on the pativnce of its 
readers. 
Rewoviog from Waterford, New York, in 

wy eleventh year (April 1863) to Milwau- 
kee, Wis, 1 have fur the last twnety-one 
eurs made my howe in the great and grow. 
ng West, and witnessed the changes which 
huve been wrought in the bussiness, social 
and religious phases ol the community in 
which 1 took up my nbode. Eogaged from 
an early age io various commercial pursuits, 
in the widst of a population largely tureiga, 
{oy one-half oe ol German or Irish 
escent—the Gerwun element preduminat- 

ing) in a city whioh this influence bas 
filled with beer and whisky saloons, Sunday 
gardens nnd dance-huuses ; like thousand of 
young wen with goud business prospects 
and money at command, | drifted iosensi- 
bly into the seething mwlsturw uf dissipation 
whose whirling eddies surrounded me,an los- 
ing hold on wy carly or gn iw pressions 
and falling into selfish and reckless self-in- 
dulgence during the easy money-gettin 
times of the war, sank lower, m a 
physically, every year, 

uring the great revival of 1857, 1 wee 
drawn into the + Oburch (being then 
. my sixteonth year.) roy Z - um. 

rey, m tor, removing to Chicago 
hors Sw the Pres.” Oburch, to 
thence to Philadel in, 1 lost his influence 
snd counsels, and enthusiasm and seal 

of the young convert, untired in tho fiery 
ordeal of this world's temptation, soon 
cooled under the indifference and worldiness 
of older church members, and was swept 
away like a dream before the engrossmen 
and illusgry visions of young manhood. 
Founded on the sand of unstable and tran- 
sient emotions, such faith eould not with. 
stand the rude shooks and tempests of trial 
and temntation ; and the Influence of a 
preying mother the comforts and surround. 
ngs ofa good home, could not avail to 
withold me from tasting oft of the foaming 
cup of tinful pleasures; yea and of drink- 
ing of them even to the bitter dregs, Yen, 
unto ashes, desolation and mookery of 
spirit. Then my soul cried out in anguish, 
but there was none to deliver ! 

Beginning the habitual useof stimulants 
in the aad and gloomy fall of 1802, when 
the nation's fate hung trembling in the 
balance, and the dark and rebellious powers 
of earth and hell seemed rlumpbently 
loagued together to destroy the hope of 
mankind in this Republic ; my course re- 
ceived therefrom an inevitable acceleration 
downward ; and an added misery thence- 
forth overhung my darkening life and the 
lives of those who, by every olaim, should 
have been dear and sacred to me. Tears, 
prayers and entrcates, disregarded, counsels 
and warnings set at naught, and pride, 
sell will and sensual appetites asserting 
their uncontrolled domination over a wretoh- 
ed dupe 
chains. Shocked and startled from time to 
time by some narrow escape from death or 
prostrating sickness, vainly I tried to throw 
offin my own strength the resistless shackles 
which bound me; medical treatment, 
pledges unnumbered resolutions and new 
beginnings all ending in the old, old story 
of tailure and discouragement. Temperance 
organisacions, water cures, inebriate asy- 
lumns, cures for drunkness, and even ime 
prisonment ;—the whole round were tried 
and without avail, a few weeks offmonths 
ol sobriety, and the slumbering demon 
again awoke and re-asserted his power to 
enslave the soul of one of those bei of 
whow the Psalmist could sing :—* Tuou 
hast made him nu little lower than the 
wngels, and bast crowned him with glory 
and honor.” ** O wretched wan that | am! 
who shall deliver me frow the body of this 
death,” 

But at last, after twelve long years of 
weary watching and waiting, came the re- 
sponce to a mother's faithiul prayers. A 
younger brother reformed by the all-powerful 
race of God, and at the present time Super. 
ntendent of one of the leading Y. M. C. 
Associations in America, heard of the 
‘* Appleton Temporary Home,” conducted 
by Mr. McKenzie in this city, ry 
in" by the Lord, reduced to dark and dis- 
mal straits and almost despairing, I came, 
on three hours notice, over a thousand 
miles to this ** Home," and, 1 thank God, 
[ can say to day, that 1 firmly believe it 
has been the gracious instrument, under 
fiw and working in the power of Christ's 
love, of my salvation. Received with a 
warm, quiet and brotherly welcome, as a 
fellow sulferor seeking release and enfran- 
chisement from the wearying and corroding 
fetters of sin and Satan, from the moment 
| crossed tho threshold of the Home, I fels 
that 1 bad come into a new atMpsphore, 
and the desire and craving for drink lefs 
me, and to this day, has never returned. 
** O that man would praise the Lord tor 
tlis goodness, for His wonderfully works 
towards the children of men.” 

Treated as a wan and a gentleman, re. 
strained by no bolts or bars, debarred from 
no freedom of action, I have walked the 
streets of Buston, and with means to grati- 
ly the desire and opportunity on every 
hand, have felt strong in the might ot the 
Lord Jesus Christ to say :  ** Get thee be- 
hind me, Sitan,” to even the suggestion 
ol such a thought, Not of me, O Lord. 
not ol me, but of Thy grace, and thas 
alone, for, dear reader, whoever you m 
be, I feel that - without Christ's saving 
ower to sustaip me 1 could not stand one 
our, 
lo conclusion I will briefly say, that in 

all of a somewhat wide and varied experi. 
ence of men and of reformatory institutions 
and measures, | have never met with such 
A man as Mr, McKenzie, himself plucked 
** & brand from the burning '’ by the power 
of God, alter seventeen years of reckless 
and feartul dissipation, and in His gracious 
and Almighty hande made an instrument in 
reforming, helping and saving his fellow 
men. Never have I been in a place where 
the spirit of Christ, in His work and labor 
of love, and helpfulness, seems #0. to per- 
vade the duily atmosphere, and, during my 
nive weeks sjourn here, 1 have seen again 
and again, sigoul instances uf the power of 
Christ's love, ae wanifested through human 
instrumentulity, to touch the hearts and 
awaken the conecinences of reckless, indif- 
ferent, and despairing men. And not only 
are the victims of intemperance cared for, 
but the doors of this Home are open to all, 
to the extent of its ability to provide for 
their imwedinte wants; the hungry are 
fed, the homeless are lodged, the destitute 
are clothed, and if strangers, sent home &) 
their friends or employment fouad for 
them, Dependent wholly on voluntary 
contributions from the charitable, and those 
who have been bevefited and reformed 
through ite agency, for the means to carry 
it on, deficits must inevitably ocour and 
have occurred, in the ignorance of the 
Christian and general public as to the true 
objects of this Home and the mode of car- 
rylog it on, and a debt of over $300, in- 
curred for ubsolutely Rosy ex 
tures, now cripples its means of usefulness, 
and hinders thwarts Mr. McKenaie in 
bis unselfish Inbors of love; he receiving 
nothing for bis time and constant and un. 
wearying efforts, but the bare support of bimesif aad family. oi 
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