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HE KNOWS.

I know not what mav befall-me,

God spreads a mist before mine eyes;

At every step on my onward path

He makéth new scenes to rise,

And every joy He sénds me

Comes with a sudden and strange surprise.

I see not a step before me

As ] tread in another year;

But the past s <till in God’s keeping,
The futare His mercy will clear;
And what looks dark in the distance
May brighten as it grows near.

It may be, the bitter future
Is less bitter than I think;
The Lord may sweeten the waters
Pefore I come to drink;
Or if Marah must be Marah,
He will stand Himsel! by the brink.

It may be, He is kecping

For the coming of my feet,

Some gift of such rare bicssedness,
S 'me joy ro strangely sweet;

But my lips will only tremble

Tae thanks they cannot speak.

Oh blessed, happy ignorance,

‘Tis better not now to know;

It keeps me #0 still in the tender arms
That will not let me go; '

It hushes my soul to rest

On the bosom that loves me so.

~ And so I go on, not knowing,
I would not if I might;
I'd rather walk in the dark with God,
Than go alone in the light;
1'd rather walk with him by faith
Than ge alone by sight.

My heart shrinks back from the trials
The fature may disclose,

But I never had a sorrow

But what the dear Lord chose;

So I force back the coming tears, i 'y
With vho watspa'eu Word, Bu knows! ;

Relinious, ik

A WORD FOR PERFECTION-
1S8TS, ‘

BY OLD MASTER BROOKS,

# For there 18 not & Just man upon earth,
that doeth good, and sinperh net.”

These words, in their absolute sense,
are a full testimony of the imperfection
of our inherent righteousness in this
life, and that even justified persons
come very short of that exact and
perfect obedience which the law re-
quireth : James iii. 2, * For in many
thipgs we offend all”; or, as the
Greek hath it, * we stumble all,” It
is .4 metaphor taken from travellers
walking on stony or slippery ground,
who are very apt to stumble or slide.
The apestle was worthily called James
the Just, and yet he numbers himself
among the rest of the sanctified ones,
that in many cases offend all. The
apostle does not say, in many things
they offend all, but in many things we
offend all. We that have more gifts than
others, we that have more grace than
others, we that have more assurance
than othegs, we thbat have more ex-
periences than otkers, we that have
more preservatives to keep us frowm sio
than others, even we in many things
offend all. The apostle doth not say
in some things we offend all, but iv
many things we offend all ; the apos-
tle speaking not of the singular in-
dividual acts of sin, but of the divers
sorts of sin.- And the apostle does
not say, in many thiogs we may offend
all, but in many things we do offend
all: 1 John i, 8,* If we say we have
no ein, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us,” The apostle do s
not say, If thou sayest thou hast ro
sin, thou deceivest thyself, as if le
spake to some particular person only ;
but if we say.we bave no sin, we de-
ceive ourselves, Nor does the apostle
”f’ If ye say ye have no gin, ye de-
celve yourselves, as if he intended
weak or ordinary Christians alone, but'
if we say we have no sin we deceive
ourselves ; we apostles, we that in all
grace, and in all holiness, and in all
spiritual enjoyments exceed and exeel

I others, even we sin as well as

|

‘| impudent, so saucy sod so silly, as

% The Lord says,” itis a different mat:

others. He that is 8o ignorant and 8o |

to say he has no sin, sins in saying
g0, and has no sincerity, mno in-
tegrity, and no. ingenuousnees - in
him: ver. 10, ‘*If we say we have
not sioned, we make Him a liar, and
His word is not in us.” As much as
in us lies we make God a liar, if we
say we have not sioped. He that
says he has no sin, or does no sin, he
does by consequence charge God with
falsehood, who hath frequently told us
in that word of grace, which cannot
deceive us, that all men are sinners,
and that they have all gonea astray,
and that they all need pardoning and
purging grace, and that upon these
very accounts he seot his beloved Son.
to lay down his dearest life, and to
make himself an offering for sin, Isa.
lili. 8, Rom. x. 23 and v. 12, &e
From these scriptures these two things
are most evident: first, that sinful
qualities do rewmain in the most sancti-
fied persons ; secondly, that these sin-
ful qualities are sometimes very pro-
valeut over the most sanctified persons.

—Sword & Trowel.
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LECTURES ON PREACHING

By Jonx Hanrn, D. D.

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF A GOOD
SERMON.

What may we expect in a good ser-
mon }  To-morrow we shall ask what
may be looked for in good continuous
preaching. We can only draw broad,
clear lines. Each man will fill in de-
tails for himself. If anything comes up
to which reference has already been
made, it comes in & new connection
and tor a new purpose.

* First of all it is requisite that the
qrrraon be tmor, Lies enough can. be
had without going to church. By lies
the devil rules the world. Nor is it
enough that it be true as a piece of
human thought. It is to be true as on
Divine authority. 1 think,” says the
rev. gentleman, and his hearers must
set about considering who he is, for as
he is 8o is his thought. So they are
ccenpied-with two things—the man and
he message. But when he détiures.

ter. Nowjhe is out of the question,
and the hearér has to do with the Lord.
Ethical writers have done good; all
credit to the moralists ; no wise man
disregards them ; but, when they have
shown up the evilof fraud and lying,they
have carried their readers no farther
than & Christian congregation hasgone
when the eighth and pioth command-
ments or their equivaleut truths are
iead, A sermon announces religipus
truth on Divine authority. Hence the
commanding elevation of the preacher.
Qur presence may be weak and speech
contemptible, tut we are not in ques-
tion. Let us tell Divioe truth as is to
be shown afterward, and if any one
uarrel with it * the battle is the
ord’s
2. It must be appropriate truth,
having the right relation to the con-
dition and circumstances of the people.
Where is the use of refuting heresies
they do not hold and would not know
of but for you ? or of perplexing plain
people with hard questions, like the
tripartite nature of man or the uses of
Hades ? Why on a communion Sabbath
occupy the people with something a
thousand miles away from the commun-
ion? They do not then want a discus-
sion of the law of tithes, Some public
loss has made their hearts tender.
I'he serman ought to meet that state of |
feeling. A nice instinet, the produet
of thought, observation, and prayer,
should guide & man in his selection,
and when he has succeeded the very
anpouncement oonciliates. ** He un-
derstands our position,” they say. A
remote and unappropriate theme doubles
our toil. You row agaiust the stream.
our sermon is a kind of impertinence,
seoretly resented. Next time you
reach some will be absent, in body or
n mind,
Here comes in the collateral benefit
of a minister knowiog his people, feel-

and peérsuasive.

agaiost his own bosem. He know
what they want, finds the Scripture
that will suit them, and brings to them
its message. Rhetoricians bave rules
for this case made andprovided. His
aims secure compliance Mith them
without thought. They wdnt to know
certain things, e tésthes them. He
is tnstructive. He is driving at one
thing, His discourse has unity. He
is bent on carrying God’s message in
the word, He is, therefore, textually
JSaithful. s

3. It must be truth taught for the
pur of truth——not to beat down
an ecclesiastical fue, of, magnify one’s
position ; but for the l’i htening and
saving of men. He unfolds law for
legal porposes—to convict ; and gospel
for evangelical pur?oo‘u—to bring men
to reconciliation with God. This rale
bavisher self, with its subtle, arrogant,
and misleading influences. The preach-
er's topic is taken, not because he can

figure, but because the people require
it, and he wishes to do them spirtual
good. On this he can honestly look
for God's blessing.

It is to put the same thing in another
form, to say that the preacher must
speak in a right spirit, He may pro-
c.aim the doom of the wicked in the
temper of a market-scold, and with a
brawliog fluency make the impression
that he is indigoant principally because
his advice has not been taken. The
sanctions of God’s law are to be preach-
‘ed in the proportion given them in the
Bible. If any omit them, I am sorry
for them and for their pcople. But
the first place on which the words of
the Lord are to make impression is on
the preacher’s own mind. Then he
impresses the hearers. Lot these aw-
ful J:ut.bo be as fully }a our l:;mona as
in the Noriptures. ¥p'+3 1% such tendqr-
vess and indescribable pity as He ‘frlt
who wept over Jerusalem,

4. The sermon should sustain the
attention. DProfit onds with commenec-
ing weariness, Nay, more, when hear-
ers become weary they become ** cross”
and aogry with the preacher.

Many combined and harmoniously
working forces secure attention—as

-«woice, not in a whisper, or a shout, or a

grotesque alternation between the
two; not in & monotone, nor with the
slowness of minute-guns atsea. Com-
position has something to do here,
with its vivacity of incident, anecdote,
and freshness of style. The example
of Him who subsidized flowers, birds,
seeds, trees, and even little children
to the purposes of instruction is to be
followed. You need not imitate Har-
vey among the tombs, or the stately af-
fectation of Ndward Irving, or the
prose-poetry of Jeremy Taylor; but
you may copy them all in the effort to
epeak agreeably and put your things
pleasantly. Manliness has much to do
with securing attention, with its lofty
superiority to stage tricks, its thorough-
going honesty, its straight-forward pur-
pose, and its simplicity. Gravity—
such as is born of grave business—
is required. Nothing is gained by the
preacher who creates laughter. All
that is won on one side is lost on the
other, To be sure, we have fuscial
muscles for laughiog, a proof that we
were meant to laugh sometimes. But
we have many muscles not employed
in hearing. sermous. Vehemence not
out of prbportion to the topie, clear
enunciation, obvious high purpose, and
distinot ideas are among the best
means for securing atteation,

5. Preaching sgould be conciliatory
: It sbould not make
men obstinate, put them on their pride,
or remind them that their arguments
are beiog beuten down.  All the pleas,
arguments, and appoals should be
adapted to move wen in the direction
of God in Cbrist. Tone, look, attitude
~~all should express deference, re-
gard, A defiant scowl, as who should
say, ‘‘ I mean to tear your miserable
notions to tatters,” is not in order,
Remorseless logio will not carry every-
thing, Iodignation, scorn, and sar-
casm have their place. Elijah em.
ployed them. 8o may we, when we

ing their hearts throb, as it were,

are on Carmel and grappling with the

speak well upon it and will make a

S A S -— I

priests of Baal ; but not when we are
addressing our ** dearly beloved breth-
ren.”” Paul's example is to be studied
—at Athens and elsewhere. Dry light
will not effect everything. Let there
be also the glow of affectionate inter-
est ; that gives persuasive power.

6. A good sermon is evangelical
throughout. Sencca and KEpictetus
have written mauy good things, but
put all their best together, and they
would not make a good, sermon.
Why, my brethren, we are Christian
ministers, and Christ is to flavour our
teaching through and through. He
seot us. We are to speak in Iis
name, Strange if we should be os-
tensibly deliveriog His mensage, and

made to know it. Love, gratitude,
hope, joy, patience, temperance, self-
denial—all have their source and
egring in Him. He is the Alpha and
the Omega in heaven above. So He
should be in the Church below. The
Father honoureth the Son. So should
we. The Holy Ghost testifies of the
Son, not of Him=:elf. Such is to be
our course too. Not in rhapsody, not
in bigotry, but in intelligent love, * five
words with the understanding” con-
cerning the Lord Jesus Christ amount
to more than an hour of mere human
learning, poetry, or eloquence.

The Christinn Messenger,
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THE LONDON MAXY MEEBT-
% - ANGS,

The last week of April and gthe
mounth of May have for many years
been set apart for the observance of
the Auniversaries of the Missionar
and other religious Societies of the
various denominations ot Evaogelical
Christians, Our papers by the last
English mail give us some account of
Baptist gatherings—they being by
geueral coneent the first to be ob-
served.

The first in the order of time was on
Friday the 23rd, when the Welsh An.
nual Missionary Meeting was held at
the Baptist Mission House.

On the same evening Dr. Culross

preached the Annual Sermou on be-
balf of

BRITISH AND IRISH HOME MISSIONS,

The text will suggest the character
of the sermon John i. 41, 42. . . .
“ Aud he brought him to Jesus.”

The Annual Meeting of this Society
was held on the 28th at Bloomsbury
Chapel. It was greatly enlivened by
some of speakers who had lately re-
turped from the -visit to Rome to join
in the opening services of thigh Bapust
Chapel there, relating what they had
seen in the great centre of Romish
superstition. The Home Mission work
in Britain is about the same as in our
own country. A brief extract from
one of the speeches concerning the
work in Ireland must suffice. The
Chairman, Mr. Alderman Barran, of
Leeds, said :

1 find from the report, which is to be
read to you, that success bas attended the

efforts of our missionaries. At no tiwe in
connection with the history
Miesionary Suciety has the work altogether
been going on moure successfully than
during the past year. Our friends there
are labouring in the outlying districts with
very great success. They are holding hut
meetings and cabin meetings, and other
meetings, and they are getting nssemblies
of people ot 20, 30, 50, 200, 300, and up
to a thousand, some of them coming seve-
ral miles to hear the Word of God. Waell,

| those gircumstances are exceedingly oheer-

ing, and when we consider that these peo-
ple, if they are anything like the Italians,
are nothing more nor less than idolators,
we must feel that the claim that they have
upon us is very great, [t was latterly m
privilege .to be in Rome during the holy
woek. | saw there as many as sixty peo-
gh on their knees climbiog the Santa
; ; that is, the sacred stcps. When
they get to the top, tbey kiss a small
Maltese crose which is let into the floor,

and then they go and kiss a dead Christ on
the croes ; then they go farther and
they put their pence in at a window, and

they look in and offer their prayers and
their sacrifices there.

churches of Rome, and there bave seen large

%.

of the Irish

I have gone into the

our hearers for an hour should not be |

J | year, Rev. Charles

WHOLE SERIES.
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numbers of people kneeling down in the
same way to a emall dead Christ on the
cross. My friends, if that is not idolatry
I do not know what is ; and if that sort of
thing is done in Rome can we expect any-
thing better in lreland ? It has not been
my privilege to see Roman Catholicism in
[reland, but I am quite sure that the child
will not be much better than its parent.
Well, then, what did I see in another
church in Rome? In'the Church of the
Bambino I saw a doll—and anything but a
nice looking dull. It was kept in a shrine
on the altar, ' I asked to see it, and it was
brought out and shown to me. I saw in
that church a large number of crude
water-colour and oil paintings representing
the various miracles that this doll had per-
formed. One picture represented a man
thrown up by a bull, another was a wan
thrown off a bay-cart; and there were all
kinds of accidents that had been prevented,
or whose e¢ffects had heen cured by the in-
tervention of this doll. M friem{s, if Ire.
land has any of that kind of idolatry her
claims are great upon us, and [ am quite
sure that she hus some idolatry of that
kind. [ happened to meet with two Irich
ladies in Genoa, and we got into conversa-
tion. [ said, ** Have you been to Rome 77
‘* Yes.” **llave you seen the Bambino ?”
“Yeo ¢ Well,” 1 eaid, *¢ 1 was very
much astonished at that.,” ¢ Oh,” said
one of the ladies, ** God can work through
instruments.”” ** Yes,” I said, *‘ but God
does not tike dolls as His instruments,”’
“ Qb, yes,” she eaid, * If God likes to
‘work in that way He can; and I believe
the Church.” And she did believe it, and
believed it thoroughly.  Well, then,
again, when I was in Rome, | took the
pains to count no fewer than seventy peo-
K:e. in five minutes, kissing the toe of a

onze statue of St. Peter, There were
men and women going up to it—not the
poor, not the illiterate, not the ragged, not
the outcast; but I saw men and women,
well dressed, intelligent-looking, going.
there, and taking their children and lifting
them up to the toe to kiss it.
this is 1dolatry ; and if Ireland is suffering
from that kind of idolatry, is it' not our
duty to seek to enlighten the people on the
qneetion, and bring them to Christ, the
néw and living Way? Well, we have
great obligations resting upon us as a na-
tion in connection with Ircland. Ireland
has not been well ruled. She has been
subject to very great tyranny and oppres-
sion, She now enjoys greater freedom
than she has has ever enjoyed since her
conpection with Ebgland ; and I am quite
sure that she will enjoy, and will be fi¢ to
enjoy, much greater Ireedom and much
greater liberty in proportien as the light of
the gospel spreads in that Jand. In ltaly,
in Fraunce, and io Ireland, women do not
take their true position ; and whenever you
find wowan suffering, degraded, doing, I
was going to say, man's work, but really
doing the work of beasts, carrying loads
that ure too heavy to be borne by men, and
whenever you find that woman is neglected
ignorant, debased, and downtrodden, there
I8 no bope for that nation. What the
motber is, that the offspring must be.
Thercfore | say that directly the spirit of
Christianity gets into such pations, the
women will enjoy their rights and privi-
leges, and will be educated and fitted to
discharge their duties and obligations as
women and as mothers ; and if they die-
charge their duties a8 women and as
mothers, we may hope that the result will
be that their oﬂ{;pring will be a great deal
in -advance of what we fiod at the present
day. My friends, let us do what we can
for Ireland.”

We might go on to any extent with
extracts from the speeches, but must
proceed to that which stands first, with

regaid to the general interest by which
it 1s surrounded—

THE BAPTIST UNION OF GREAT
BRITAIN AND IRELAND,

To some extent the Union combines
in its work all other organizations of
the boly. Its Apnual Session com-
menced on Monday morning April
26th. This meeting was full of inter-
est on many accounts. I: is the prac-
tice of the Union to elect its President -
a_year in advance—so that he may
prepare his Address beforehand. The
Rev. Dr. Landels was elected to be the
President of 1876. The fact that
the veuerable president of the past
Stovel, was to
be succceded by the popular and
comparatively young preacher the Rev,
Alexander ciaren. of Manchester—
who would give the Inaugural Ad-
dress—attracted a large congregation,
in addition to the Delegates to the
Union. The Baptist says, ** The com-
mittee of management had wisely re-
lieved the monotony of such an assem-

bly of black coats by a judicious ar-

My friends, -




