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Jericho. Vs. 20.

ment.In.or.ont.: ita gates were closed. The

- city. ws. 11,

“The year of jubilee took its name from the

_the seventh month by which it was an-

- after the ark of the Lord. It seems from

23

—iﬂ;@ii#iiﬁh Ressenger.

HALIFAX, N.S., JANUARY 27, 1875.

BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1875,

INTERNATIONAL SERIES.
Heroes and Judges.

———————

Sunpay, January 31st, 1875.—Jericho
Taken.—Joshua vi. 12-20.

e e

GorpeN Trxr.—* By faith the walls of
Jericho fell down after they were com-
passed about seven daye.’ Heb. xi. 30.

e e e

Anarysis.—1] Second day’s circuit. Va.
12-14. 1l
111. Seventh day s circuit. V8. 15, 16.
1V. City ** accursed.” Ve, 17. V. Special
restriction. ‘Vo. 18, 19. Vi Fall of

D ———

Historicat CoxnectioN.—Jericho was
now etreitly thut up: Mabpy possibly |
looked curiously over the walle, but none
oity, to all human appearance, was im- |
pregoable. It was the capital of the Jor-
dan valley, the key of Palestine to every
invader from this quarter. But the Lord
said to Joshua, * See, 1 have given into
thine hand Jericho.” Immediate and de-
finite instruction was added how this won-
der was to be brought about, with every
particular of which Joshua complied.

ExprositioN.— Verse 12 —Joshua rose
early in the morning. For the second
day's march. They had onee encircled the

Verse 13.— Seven priests, bearing seven
trumpets of rams’ horns. The words
«« pams’ horns,” is that from which comes
our word juli’ee, and sigoifies ‘“a cry of
joy, @ joyful shout,” and should be
trumpets of jubilce, ot signal, of alarm.

sounding of trumpets on the tenth day of

nounced to the people. Lev.xxv. 9,10,
In verse 5, of our chapter, we have instead
of ** trumpet of signal,” * horn of signal,”
translated rams’ horn, It is supposed that
¢ the trampet ” was made of a horn, either
of the ram, the chamois, or the ox. Be.
fore the-ark of the Lord. Immediately be-
fore it, and near toit. This indicates that
the trumpet blasts were specially to repre-
gent the coming and power of the Lord,
for, as we have more than once noted, the
presence of the ark represented Jehovab's
presence. Such was the design of the
blowivg of _the trumpet at Sinai. Ex. xix.

6, 19; xx. 18, Similar was its use in
connection with the jubilee year, and with
the great day of atunewent. Lev. xxiii.
24-27. The armed men wenl befere them
[the trumpeters], but the rearward came

verse 3 that only the men of war were to
march about the city, and the more natural
it not the necessary meaning is that all the
men of war, pot by representatives, but in
their own persons, were thus to march
around it. The great number of these—
600,000 (Num. i. 3, 40) taken in connection
with the fact that on the seventh day there
was time to march around the city seven
times, has led some to believe that only a
part of the military actually made the
rounds.

Verse 14.—Compassed the cily once.
Only once, as they did on the first day on
each of the pext four days. Such was the
command, ve. 3.

Verse 15.— On. the seventh day. The
last. They rose early about the dawning of
the day. Literally, * the rising ot the
dawn.” Compassed the city. Marched
around it. After the same manner. Liter-
ally, ** after the same judgment’ or
¢ law.” Compassed the city seven times,
The only change was in the number of
circuits made. The seventh day or Sab-
bath, was ¢he Lord’s, and it was for them
to do the Lord's bidding whatever it might
be, work or rest.

Verse 16.— At the seventh time, when the
priests blew, Joshua said unto the people,
Shout ; for the Lord hath given you the

aty. There is here the same remarkable
accumulation of scvens that we last year
found in the distribution of the festivals
through the year, and in the larger arrange-
wments of the years wnto the week of years.
Seven is the sacred number, the number of
the covenant, and goes back in its reference
to the aceount of the creation, or perhaps
we should say to the work of creation,
with its six work days and its rest day,

It seews that the peculiar signal for the

shout of the people, was given by the
trampets in the form of & * long blast.”
ve., 5. How manifestly sppropriate the
words, * The Lord hath given you the

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER

eity,” when not & blow was struck by | bestowed upon her? What four female
themselves. names do we find in the gevealogy of

Verse 17.—The city shall be accursed, "%2}::53649“‘ Thamar, R?hab, Ruth, and

even it, and all' that are therein, lo the : , ‘
Lord. The word translated *¢ nccursed,” Ab“,d"d fr‘om the Baptist Teacher.

is from a root meaning * to shut up, |  Syxpay, February Tth, 1875.—Achan’s
shut in.” Deut. ii. 34 ; iii. 6; vii. 23| Sin.—vii. 10-26.

xx. 17. The city was thus to be devoted | ==="==== p—
to destruction, no more to belong to man, ﬁ nnthﬁ’ Q tpartmzut.
or to be used by man. Deut. vii. 23-20.
Only Rahab the harlol shall live, she and
all, ete. The story of her treatment of

the spies is given in chap. ii. For that « His father don’t allow ba to be in
act of faith in God, and of kindness to his | the streets at night,” said Will Careon in

\*
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IN THE STREETS AT NIGHT.

| peoyle, she was saved from the common | 4 mocking tone ; ** better tie the baby to

destruction, and had her near kindred also | the bed.post with hie wother's apron-

Order of march. V& 13. saved. She became one in the line of Christ’s strings.’’

honored ancestry, and is more than once John Mellen's face flushed at these
commended in sacred writ as an example | taunts. No boy likes to be ridiculed,
for imitation. Matt. i. §; Heb. xi. 3. | egpecially when a crowd of his playmates
She did indced lie to those who came for | gare standing by to join in the laugh against
the gpies, but whatever condemunation may | him.

be pronounced upon this part of her con-| . Be a man and come along with us,”
duct, the genuineness of her faith remains. | ¢aid Harry Jones. ** You are old ecough
She is not commended a8 exhibiting @ Per< 5w to think wnd set tor-yourself.”

believer. Her salvation strikingly shows | other. ¢ We shall have a good time. It
that God knows how to save {rom destruc- | wop’t hurt you just for once to have a little
tion his own, though they be few and | fun.”

weak. The command to exterminate all « No,” said Juho, ** I shall mind my
the inhabitants of the city, both men and | father, The Bible says * Honor thy father
women, adults and children, seems cruel, | and thy mothet,’ and I sball do it.”

and hence to have certainly come not from
God, but from huwan bate and wicked-
pess. ' But consider that God hae & sove-
reign right over all men to take them from
the world when and as he will ; that the

Canaanites were dt"[‘_?“‘“"? wicked @8 8 | Jogeons for the nest day and joning in the
people ; that God's command mukes lerael’s | home pleasures, he bad forgotten all about
army the ‘executioner of his sentence, not | ¢he hoys,

lawless savage ravagers ; that the external |  The next morning, on his way to school,
act even of taking buwan life has its | he heard that the boys had been arrested
character not in itself simply as -an exter- | and sent to jail for being drunk- and dis-
nal act, but in the epirit, reason, motives | orderly., Think how anxicusly their par.
of him who takes it ; that great lessons of | ents must have been waiting all through
righteousnces and grace are taught forcibly | the night for their boys to come home.
to men by the destruction of the doomed | And then to be told that they were in jail !
cities and peoples opposing God and his | how it muet ‘have surprised and pained
people ; and that even where we cannot see | them.

how & thing may be right and best, We| Don't be wandering in the streets at
may yet, on God's testimony, assuredly | night, boys, 1Itisa bad habit,and notbing
believe that it-is eo. “but harm can eome of it. |
Verse 18.— Ye, in any wise. More ex-| 1f these boys had minded their parents
actly, * only do ye,” with something of | and stayed at bome, they would have made
emphasis on the word only, as showing the | different men. Not one of them turned out
importance of this caution. Keep wour- | well.

selves from the accursed thing. Tak: no- Hondreds of boys have been ruined
thing for yourselves of all that has been | through being every night in the streets.
set apart and devoted to Jehovah. The| Jobn Mellen mwade a bappy and pros-
temptation to plunder under such circum- | perous wan. And 8o will every boy who
stances as existed in the taking of that | fears God, stands up for the right, and
wealthy city- by these poor people was tre- honors his father and mother.— Life-Boat.
wendous. Codld we all carry with us al- it 2
ways such a vivid and just sense of God,

we should walk more carefully, should live THE MARVELS OF A SEED.
more righteously then we do. Sin wasters -

us when we loso sight of the Lord. Lest Have you ever considered how wonderful
ye make yourselves accursed. W hat a clear a thing the eced cf a plant is? Ttis a
and solewn warning. 1f any man took of miracle. God said: ** Let there be plant
the spoil of the city, he would thus expose | J ielding seed,” and it is further added,
himself to its destined” destruction. And | ** ach vne after his kind.”

make the camp of lsrael a curse, and | The great naturalist Cuvier, thought that
trouble it. We live not merely as in.  the germs of all past, present and future
dividuals, each by and for and in himsell, generations of seeds were contained one
but there is also a fellowship in life. The within another, as if packed in a succession
family, sccial and national relation exist, ol boges, Other learned men bave ex-

« Uome on, boys,” said Will, starting
off ; ** don't stand listening to his preach-
ing.”” On be went, and the boys quickly
tollowed.

John went home, and in preparing his

! and whether we will or no, our sin brings plained this mystery in a different way.

evil to those with whom we are linked. But what signily all their explanations?
Verse 19.— Shall come inio the treasury | Lot them explain as they will, the wonder
of the Lord [Jebovah). Devoted to his | Temains the same, sud we must Juok upon
use in this way, not by destruction. It the reproduction of the seed as a continual
was, however, to be beyond all redemp- miracle.

tion, separate ut'erly and forever from Is there upon earth a machine, is there
private ownership and use. . a palace, is there even a city, which con-
Verse 20.— The wall fell down flat, Not | 3ins 80 much that is wonderful us is
d blow bad been struck, nothing but | coclosed in a siogle little eeed—one grain
warching, blowing, shouting. Yes, some- of corn, one little brown apple seed, one
thing more, there had been obedienge, swall seed of a tree, picked up, perbaps,
(aith, By faith the walls of Jericho fell, | by & eparrow for her little ones, the small-

ought we to do in our work,
and their wonderful fruitfulness.

Questioxs.—Vs. 13. What is the num-

What was the order of march? Ape. 1.
Armed men. 2. Seven priesis blowing with
trumpets. 3. The ark, 4. The rear ward

gilence? ve. 10.

about the city once? On what dey eeven | a hundred years after him, M. de Candolle
times? W het does this indicate respectin

the size of Jericho? Did all lerael prob-

of Jericho? hat was Israel commanded | thousand
to do on the seventh

ing tomble the walls down? Why was

Jericho ? failed to bear the right seed? Have tt
Vs. 17. What was the fate of the city ? | ever deceived us? Has seed of wheat ev

feet™ ‘:v’*ﬁ?ﬁ‘a"ffi!]:"‘”"ﬁﬁfwd&’fﬁ"*ﬂ“ “a" yemitine - w Qome, Jolrer;- come-with s, n-id' an- ;

Went up into the city, every man straight est one of & poppy or a blue-bell, or cven one | peated associntion, and learn to distinguish
before him. Now had come the time for of the seeds that are so emall that they | pecial days, and even to draw inferences,
tbeir action. They go every man—mark float about the air invisible to our eyes? | by some similar weane, reems beyond
that—not bere and there cne, but every Ah ' there is a world of marvel and bril- | question.
man. They went each in his own place, liant beauties hidden in each of these tiny | of such intelligence in brutes, where no pre-
and in the way lying belore him. So seeds. Consider their immense number, | vious association ean be traced.

the perfect eeparation of the different kinds,

Consider first their number, About one | men who were washing sheep. Close to
ber seven symbolical of m Scripture ? | hundred and fifty years ago the celebrated | the water where the operations were being
Linngeus, who bas been called ** the lather | carried on was a small pen, in which a de-
of botany,"’ reckoned about eight thousand | tachment of ten sheep were placed handy
of the tribe of Dan. Who marched in diffetent kinds of pl:nts; and he then | to the men for washing. While watching

thought that the whole number existing | the performance his attention was called to
Ve. 15. How many daye did they go | could not much exceed ten thousand, But |a sheep dog lying down close by. The

g | of Geneva, described forty thousand kinds

day? Did the shout- |- ‘Well, let' me ask you, have these ove

grown up into a sun-flower ¥ Has a eyea-
‘more tree ever sprung frow an acorn, Or a
beech trce from a chestout ? A little bird
may catry away the emall seed of a eyca-
more in its beak to fecd its nestlings, and
on the way drup it on the ground. The
tiny eeed way spring up and grow where
it fell, unnoticed, and sixty years after it
may become a magnificent trée, under
which the flocks of the valley and their
shepherds may rest in the shade.
‘Consider, next, the wonderful power of
life and resurrcction bertowed on the seeds
of plants, so that they may ‘be preserved
from year to year, and even {rom century
to centary.

Let a child put a_few seeds in a drawer
and shut them up ; sixty years aflterwards,
when his hair is white and his step is tot.
tering, let him take one of these seeds and.
sow it in the ground, and soon after he
will see it spring up into new life and be-
come & young, Iresh and beautiful plant.
M. Jousnuet relates that, in the year
1835, several old Celtic tombs were dis-

each of the dead bodies there was foutid™a |
small equare stone or brick, with a hole in
each, containing a few seeds, which had
‘been placed there beside the dead by the
heathen friends, who bad buried them,
perhaps, one thousand and five hundred or
one thcusand and seven hundred years be.
fore. 'I'here seeds were carefully sowed by
those who found them. What was seen
to epring from the duet of the dead?
Beautiful sun-flowers, blue corn flowers,
and clover-bearing blosroms, as bright and
sweet as those which are woven into
wreathe by the merry children now playing
in our ficlds. ‘

Some years ago a vase, hermetically
sealed, was found in a muwmy pit io
Egypt by the English traveler, Wilkinson,
who sent it to the Britisn Museum. The
librarian there, having unfortunately broken
it, discovered in it a few grains of wheat
and one or two peas, old, wrinkled, and as
hard as a stone. The peas were planted
carefully under glass on the 4th of June,
1844, and, at the end of thirty days these
seeds were seen to spring up into new life.
They bad been buried probably about
three thousund years ago, perhaps in the
time of Moees, and had slept all that long
time, apparently dead, yet still living in
the dust of the tomb.— Gaussen,

s & W

HOW TO BECOME HAPPY.

Many young persons are ever thinking
over new ways of adding to their pleasures.
They ulways look fur chances for more
¢ fun,” more joy. Ooce there was &
wealthy aud powerful king, full of care,
and very uuhappy. He heard of a man
famed for his wisdom and piety, and found
him in a cave on the borders of the wilder-
ness.
' Holy man,” said the king, *I come
‘to learn how I may be bappy.”
Without making a reply, the wise man
led the kiog over a rough path, till he
brought him in tront of a high roek, on
the top of which an eagle had built her
nest. |
** Why has the eagle built her nest
yonder 2"
* Doubtless,” answered the king, ‘that
it may be out of danger.”

¢ Then imitate the bird,” said the wise
wan ; ** build thy home in beaven, and
thou shalt then have peace and happiness,”

e - 4 _—— -

A DOG THAT COULD COUNT
TEN.

That some dumb animals do get a cer-
tain idea of number, from habit and re-

But instances are not - wanting

A gentleman on a visit to Secotland, dur.
fug one ol his walke, came across some

covered near Begorae, Under the head of [

duced the number to three sheep, the dog
started off again and brought back ten more
and 8o he continued throughout the after-
noon, pever bringing one more nor one less
and always going for a fresh lot when only
three were left in the pen, evidently being
aware that during the time the last three
were washing he would be able to bring up
a fresh detachwent —Land and Water.

——

A SERMON FOR LITTLE FOLKS.

‘1f ye know these things, happy are ye
if ye do them.”"—dohn xiii. 17.
I. ** Theee things ;" that is, your duties.
You bave duties, wherever you are :

1. At home, obedience and respect to
parents, and kindness to brothers, sisters,
and servants, ’

2. Atschool, respect to tpacher, faith-
fulness in study, and fairnees in play,

3. At chureh, be quiet, listen, worship,
and give your hearts to the Saviour.

4. On the street, good manners, modesty,
kindnees, minding your own business.

~17 "Not for piay.  That is e low maoiver-»
Some always ask, ** What will you give
me ?” _

2 But from love. So the Saviour did
when a boy at Nazareth., So the angels do
God’s will—which ie only apother name
for duty.” This will make you do it cheer-
fully.

3. Better every day. By trying to do
your duties, you will become more skill-
ful.- So you improve in reading, writing,
and musie. Peter says, ** Grow in grace.”
11{. Doiog duty makes you happy. Sin
cannot make you happy. Sin did not
make Eve happy, nor Cain, nor Judas.
Disobedience at home does not make you
happy ; idleness, unkindness, bad manners,
no kind of sin can make you happy.

But bappincss comes from doing your
daty. That is Gpd's reward. This is the
promise in the text. Think of this every
“day for just one week, and sce how true
it is.

Try, then, to know -your duty. Be
faithful in duty, in doing it for love to
God and man ; then you will be happy in
heaven,— Myrtle, , frior!

— e
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WATCHING ONE'S SELF.

¢ When I wasa boy,” said an old man,
« we had a schoolmaster who had an odd
way of catching the idle boys. One day
he called out to us, * Boys, | muet bave
closer attention to your books. The first
one that sees another idle I want you to
inform me and I will attend to the cagp.”

Joe Simmone, tkat I don’s like. 1'll watch
him, and if 1 eee him look off his book,
I'll tell.’ It was not long before I saw Joe
look off his book, and immediately I in-
formed the master.

¢ ¢ Indeed !" said be, *bow did youm
know he was idle ?’

¢ | saw bim,’ said I,

“+ You did? And were your eyes on
your book when you saw him ?”

“ | was caught, end I never watched
for idle boys again.”

If we are sufficiently watchful over our
own conduet, we shall have no time to find
fault with the conduct of others. Time s
short, and il your cross be heavy, remem-
ber you have not far to carry it,

« - b —————
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USE OF MARKS IN SIGNATURES.

Lord Chief Justice Cockburn alluded in
his speech on the Tichborne care to the
use of marks in sigoatures. The subject
is & curious one. lo Spain until very re

cently, if not at the present time, the
 mark "’ is of mcre importance than the
pame. Thus a banker would cash a check
if it bore the mark without the sigoature,
but not if it bore the signature alone.
Sume of these marks, which are usually
wmodifications of the figure® of the eross,
more or less floviated, are very interesting,
garmhing of the nature of a branch of
eraldry. They oceur in the majority of
Peninsnlar documents and decds of any
importance. L e+

- -

A GENTLEMAN.

Perhaps a gentleman is a rarer .
age than some of us think for. Which of
us can point out maoy such in his circle ;
men whose aims are generous, whose truth

, | animal, on the pen becoming ncarly empty,

ably go about the city? What effect did of plants, and supposed it possible that the | to the wain body ot the flock and brought
all this walkiog bave upon the inbabitants number might even amount to one bundred | back ten of their number, and drove them

ae a strange coincidence—a mere chance.

red ul But he continued Jooking on, and, much to
Who wae spared? Wb:@ honor was | yielded barley, or & eeed of poppy ever | his surprise, as £0on as the men had re-

is constant. whose want of meanness makes

without a worc. from apy one, etarted off { them simple, who can look the world

bonestly in the face with an equal man
Wnp “for the great and the small
e all know a buudred whose eoats are

into the empty washing pen. The fact of | well made, and a score who have excellent
the dog bringing exactly the same number
the shouting delayed? Who overthrew bundred thousand kinds of plants ever | of sheep as had vacated it he looked upon

mwanpers, and ong or two happy who

are. what they call in the jnner eircles, and
bave shot ioto the very center and ball’s-
eye of fashion; but of gentlemen, how
many? Let us take a scrap of paper, and
each make out his list.—Thackery.

11, How should you-do yoar-duaty P« oo

s+ Ab ' thought 1 to myself, * there ie™ = - -
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