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For the Christian Mossenger.
THE FIRST RESURRECTION.

There ia o epecial blessing’ pronounced
on the ** reading,”* hearing " and ** keep-
ing,”" of the words of the prophesy con-

{. 8. And agoin peur the close it rends:
. Behold I come quickly, blessed is he
that keepeth the sayings of the prophesy
of this book.” (Chap. xxii. 7.) How
fur these statements are [rom countenancing
tho idea thut we are to puss this DBook
lightly over, and but attewpt to under-
stand or to explain it.

It is & book of symbols, pictures and

figures. ~But it is not wholly so. Kvery
now and then an cxploation of a symbol

“ocodrd, and ualso statements that” «2e7to )

“S-aiee-e-Abeh-sipe o rions, with o period of time intervening of

[ very sober congregationalist divine. But |

us oito a few such onees, Kvidently near
ly the whole of chap. i, is the record of
literal fuote, Verses 1. 2, 3, give as the
title of the Book, and its history, wnd pro-
nounces & #peoial blessing on the reading,
hearing, and keeping, ot the words of the
prophesy, and ot the things which ure

John, and be was in the lele called Patwos,
and was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day,
and bhad a wonderlul vision, l[u verse 14th
he is told tu ** wirite down what he has
secn,” &o., &o. Then the mystery of the

sticke, is expluined, Lere we have evi-
dently, fivst, the symbels, then, we bave
the explanation of the symbole. Verses
17, 18, 19, 20, are statvments ol literal
facts. In the two chapters tullowing it 1s
generally agreed that much of the lnn
guage is to bo understoud in its pluivest
litera) sense. - Church, lor instance, wmeans
church, o write means to write, and is 0o
symbol ; Ephesus, Smyroa, Laodicea, &o,
are real pames vl places. Theso chapters
abound in ' figuraiive language, and io
symbolic language too, but there is abo
much that is literal, and there is no
clashing, and no one needs to be misled
in the meaniog by conlounding theee dif-
ferent kinds of language, vis: Uteral,
JSigurative, and symbolic.

But let us glance ulong through the
Book. It abiunds with statements that
are to be understoud as plain factes, in the
most literal sense of the words. Thus
when the writer tclls us he saw a vision,”
“ a Lawb standing upon Mount Zin "=
an angel come down f(rom heaven,” *‘a
beast rise up -out of the sea,” &u.,.we
are evidently expected to take thuse terms in
their usual sense. He ded vev n representa.
tion or vision, «t each and ull tiese things,
lo chapter x 4, we read, ** And when the
seven thundeis uttered their voices, | was
about t> write, Ard I heard u voice [rom
heaven, saying unto we, Sl up those
things which the seven thunders uttered,
and write them not,”*  W.ll any une pre-
tend to say this ix not the literal histury ol

thunder ? and Jdid not hear a wvoice from
heaven ? and that by the words ** beiog
about to write,” he meant to sny sumething
verv different ! Surely the words ure
here all to be taken in their most obvious
meaning. The Book of Revelation is not
wholly made up of figurative language, nor
is it all mere tymbol, Chapter x. is re-
warkable for the distinctness ‘of the sym
bol and the literal plainness of _the lav-
guage o which it is recorded. And the
reader needs scarc ly to be told that in
order to be able to gnther the meaning of
the symbol, it is of the utmost importance
that we have a clear wnd distioot peroep-
tion of that which the recr saw—the pio-
ture must be clearly befure the mind be-
lore we can gather what it weans. lo
chapter xvii. we have n rymbolic repre-
sentation, vs. 106, Inv, 0, the prophet
tells us ** he wonderod with great admir
ation,” [Here he states evidently o literal
fact. From verre 7 to the end of the
chapter, we huve an explanation of the
symbolical representation, Verse 15 is
exovedingly plnio and wo is verre 10. And
he saith unto we, **the waters which thou
sawest, where the whore sitteth, are
peoples, and multitudes and nations,
and tongues.” Aond the woman which
thou eawest is that great city which
reigneth over the kings of the earth,”—
Rome unquestionably, On two occasivns
Jobn says, * he lell down to worship at
the feet of the angel, and that the angel
would not suffer him to do so, Chap. xix.
10 sod xxii, 9, Lere we have statements
of literal facts. In chapters xii. and xx.
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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER,

opithets, ** dragon " and ** old eerpent;’
but to avoid all possibility of mistake s
to who is meant it is added by way of ex-
planation, ** the devil and Setan.”
Now, in endeavoring to understand what
is meant hy the expressions in chap, x%. §,
vin: * But the rest of the dead lived not
again until the thousand years were finished.
This is the first resurrection, Blessed and
holy is he that bath part in the firet resur
rection ; on such the second death hath no
power, but they shall be pricsts of God and
of Christ, and shall reign with hima thou.
s1nd years,”--it ie essentinl to examine what

_the prophet really saw,—what is added by

himeell, if anything—by way of explana.
tion or comwent, and, laying aside all ideas
of our own, and those of other uninspired
wen, but looking to the Holy Spirit, and

‘to other portions of the scriptures, of

course, for light wad help, we should e+
deavour to ascertain what is really here

taught, That a * first" and a eecond |

resurrcotion, is spoken of—=TWo RESURREC-

more than a thousand years, is undeniable.
[ have been told of & 1arned doctor of
divinity; one of the most sincere and can-.
did of men, who lately made the assertion
publicly, that he had read the Bible through
again and again in Hebrew, (telling the
oxnct number of times), and that he had
read it in scveral different languages,
(stating again the number exactly), but
that ** he had never read in it of fwo resur
rections.” 1 questioned the statement,how-
ever, believing that, as generally happens
in such cares, there were son.e explanatory
words added, not notiged or remembered by
the reporters. The man who has never
read of fwo resarrections in the Bible, has
certainly never read either the 27th chap.
of Mathew, or the 20th of Revelation. In
each of these chapters there is a distinet
reoord of two resurrections.

That the second resurrcetion spoken of
in Rev. xx. is a resurrcction of persons,
and not a symbolical resurrection, s not to
be questioned, and can here be taken for
granted. But what about the first resur
rection? Is that a resurrection of the
soul ? or of the body ? of the sow, that had
never died, and that the persecutor ** bad
no power to kill,"*? (Luke xii. 4,) and
which bad never been ** boheaded ' ? or is
it a resurrection of the dedy and of the
person, that had been killed, and Aad been
‘hohoaded ? Lot ue examine the passage,
and see what that says., ‘‘And I maw
thrones, and they eat upon them : and
judgment was given unto them, and [l
saw) the souls of them that were beheaded
{ r the witncss of Jesus, and for the word
ot God ; and which had not worghipped
the beast, neither his image, neither had
received his mark upon their foreheads, or
in their bands; and they lived and reigoed
with Christ a thousand years, But the
REST OF FHE DEAD lived not again until the
thousand years were finished.  Tuis 1s Tug
FIRST RESURRECTION, Blessed and holy ie
he that hath part in the FIRST RESIRREC.
110N, on such the sccond death hath no
power, but they shall be priests of Gud and
of Christ, and eslall reign with him a
thousand years,” Read it over, dear rea.
der, n second and third tiwe ; (you need
not be afraid of repetition when the living
words of the living God are in question)
and see it you can discover any thing about
the ** resurrcction of souls,” as separate
“and 'apart from their bodies, for this is the
question, This question can only be de-
cided by the grammatical construction of
the passage. Is tho noun peukas, souls,
the direct ‘‘antecedent ™ to which the
pronoun they in the word, exssan, THEY
lived refors?  Why not refer it to the words
that etand wuch nearer to it? to TuEM
THAT WERE BEHEADED," for instance ? or to
“ woicn,” (in Greek Acitines, THOSE WHO)
~in the clause, '* WHILE HAD NuT WOR-
swIPPED THE ** pEAST,” &0, Here in the
original there is & change in the construe.
tion of the sentence. It is not said ** the
souls of those which had not worshipped
the beast,” as tte English might be natur-
ally enough construed. But ruosk wno,
&o. 1t 18 not tom ou proshunesanton, par.
ticiple in the genitive plaral, \ but it
is, hoitines ou proskuncsan, ** rnose whe
had not worshipped,” &eo. There seems
to bave been three distinet companies be-
fore the eye of the prophet: 1. thrones,
with persons sitting on them, 2. the sowls
of thote who had been beheaded for the
testimony of Jesus and the word of God ;
3. rrosx wro had not worshipped the beast
nor his image, &, Or the last clause may
be a tarther description of the parties be-
fore referred to, But on either interpre-
tation it may be asked in all candor, upon
what prineiple of Greek or Eoglish Gram-

#¢ bave applied to the advertary the

mar, can you make psukaes, souls the direct

g - o -w.c W™

' antocedent ' to the pronoun they, im.
plied, not expressed, in exesan, they lived?
Where is the necessity, or even the pro*
priety of passing over all the -intervening
nouns and olauses of the sentence in order
to refer it to the most distant noun, souls’,
Let any intelligent reader examine the sen-
tonoe,-aside from all bias. of theory, and
then answer the qu«tl%n. ‘' who lived and
reigned with Christ a thousand years? and
see il the answer will not be,” Why,
THOSE W) MAD BEEN BEHEADED, &o., and
THOSE WO HAD NOT WORSHIPPED THE BEAST,
&o., lived and reigned.” Would the theory
of disembodied spirits in a resurrection
state, ever have been oonceived of, had it
not been to escape from an apparent diffi.
culty ?

This question has nuthing to do with any
particular theological theory: . Prof. Stow.
art; late-of -Andover; in-his commentary on-
Revolation; has a lobg article on this
P le was not en ‘* Adventist,”
nor & ** Premillennarian,” nor a believer in
the * Personal Reign" of Chbrist, but a

he unhesitatingly infers from the passage

ored with a literal resurrection from the
dead at the commencement of the Millen.
nium. While meeting and refuting suve-
ral erroneous interpretations of the passage.
he dues not seém to havedecmed the notion
of disembodied spivits in @ vesurrection
state—or the ** resurreetion of souls,"

deserving of even a passing notice, ‘Lo say

the least, and with all deference to the
honored and venerable names who advuoate
it, it is a very strained and farfetched io-
terpretation. What can it mean ax & sym-
bol? * That during the Millennium,"” we

are told, ** there will be & race of ‘men of

like spirit with the ancient martyrs ** there
are now, and always have been, wherever
there are devoted followers of the Lamb.
The Saviour will not own that wan for &
disciple at all, who is not prepared to die
for him, should he be ealled to 1t See
Luke xiv. 26, ** If any man come to' me
and bate not his tather and mother, and
“wile and children, and brethren and sisters,
yea and his own life aleo, he cannot be my
dieciple.” But there can be no martyrs
during the Millennium, because there will
be then no murderers ; and martyrs in all
ages and places there have been—as lately
in Madegascar —where the opportunity for
the honor was granted. | '

Let us examine a parallel pateage in
Rov. vi. O we read : ** And when he had
opened the fifth seal, 1 saw under the
altar the souls of them that were slain fur
the word of God, and tor the testimony
which they held. And they cried with a
loud voice saying ‘‘lluw long O Lord
holy and true, dost thou not judge and
avenge our blood on them that dwell on
the earth? And white robes were given
unto every one of them, and it was said
unto them that they should rest yet fur a
little scason until their fellow servants
also and their brethren should be xiLLxD
A8 Tuey wirg, should be fulfilled.” Here
manifestly the ** souls "’ spoken ol as seen
~and heard in the symbol, are disembodied
spirits. But they are tpoken of as Aaving
been killed, and thar blood shed. Now
what would we think ol a commentator
who would insist that there spirits in the
disembodied state had been killcd while in
that state, and that in that state their
blood Aad been shed, and then should grave-
ly undertuke to explain the symbol on this
privciple, and to show what will tranepire
on the earth or what has transpired that
bears a rcsemblance to it, ** as i/ " dis-
embodied spirits should be ** killed." and
their ** blood shed ?" ‘

v+ Swedenborgians "' believe “that the
resurrection takes place immediately after
death, and that in all onses it is the soul
thet rises and that alone. * Materialists *
believe that the soul dies with the body.
But the great body ol Christian commen-
tators believe, and | think they are right,
and that the judgement is vot a hareh one,
that no amount of torturing ean. compel
the roriptures themselves to alter any such
testimony. ** And the seriptutes cannot
be broken."
8. T. R.
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IN MEMORIAM.

MR, JONN ISRAKL,

of Freeport, N, 8., was born in 1808, At
the early ago of twelve years he bappily
obtained, what those most intimately ac-
queinted with him believed to be, a ** good
hope through grace.” He subsequently
united with the Baptist church in the
piace where be resided; and, by Divine
‘aseistance, continued 10 be an exemplary

member of it till called to join ** the gen-
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i -question, that. the -martys will be hon..

¢ral assembly and ohuroh of the firat-torn.”

For & number of yeara brother lernel
held the office of clerk of the Church, and
discharged the duties of it with diligence
and faithfuloess,

Our dear brother's last ricknes«, in the
early part of the year 1874, was general
dobility, without much pain, but towards
the closeof it hissufferings wore distressing,
They were, however, borne with Christian
submission, and constant trust in God.
On the 24th day of June, 1874, this faith-
ful disciple passed away, triumphing in
his Saviour,

The bereaved widow does, indced, ne
might be expected, express a rense of lone-
liness ; but she is sustaived by the cheer.
ing hope ol arriving in safety on the same
happy shore of blest eternity. ** Blest are
the dead who die in the Lord." -~ Prepared

FOREIGN MISSIONS.
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Om'(;iyal communications from Rev. W.
B. Boggs to the Fureign Missionary Board
or ita-officers, have not™ yot arrived, but a

etter from him to the Visitor appears in-

that paper. The fullawing extracts are
taken from it ;= £
THE RED SEA.
The southern end of the canal is near
the town of Sues, and there we enter the

railway from Alexandria and Cairo, which
has formed part of the great passenger and
wail route to ludia for wany years,

Probably one of the first questions which
interests most European und Awerican
voyagers when they enter upon the waters
of the Red Sea, is concerning the place of
[srael’s miraculous deliverange and Egypt's
terrible overthrow. Unfortunately, most
of my books being packed up, 1 could pot
have accees to those which would have
given me the results of the latest and most
thorough investigations by Biblical scholars
and travellers, concerning tho exact point
when the passage of the sea took place.
It -is likely that it wae not very far down
the Gulf of Sues. In lvoking upon the
precipitous mouantain ranges that run to the
water's edge, I could readily imagine how
the people, followed® by a warlike host,
were shut off from all poesibility of escape,
except by miraculous means.

~The Red Sea is about thirteen hundred
wiles in longth, and two bhundred in width
at the broadest part The passage from
Sues to Aden usually ocoupies six or seven
days. The one thing especially remarkable
about the Red Sea is the intense heat, ex-
perienced at almost all seasons of the year
by those who have to pass over it, It i
considered by far the worst part of the
journey to the Ewst. Many a debilitated
traveller has here sunk under the unendur-
able heat, and even strong men have been
known to die in their berths from heat
apoplexy. Nor ie this to be wondered at,
when the situation of the Red Sea is con.
sidered. A glunce at the map will show
that it is bounded on one ride by the burn-
ing deserts of Arabia and by thuse of Alrien
on the other, and the air cuming (rom
either ride is heated almost to scorching,

October and November nre called compare
atively cool months, but at any time of the
yoar this part of the voyage isa trying or
deal, You enter on it bravely, preparing
for it by putting on the very lightest cloth.
ing, but six days pass slowly und%g such
oircumstances, and long belore they have
gone, your bravery is likely to be very
much abated by the most insuffurable heat.
Your whole occupation is an endeavor to
find rcliel from it. You can do but listle
reading or writing while panting for a
breath of cool air, and the thermometer
standing ot 90 deg. io the shade, day and
night. If it is onln you long fur & breese,
and when the wind comes it blows from
deserts of burniog sand, and fevls like the
hot air from the mouth of & furoace. Pas-
sengers usually sleep on deck, while on the
RRed Sea, and even then it is nlmost impos.
sible to be cool enough to ensure a comfor-
table night’s rest,

We bave been wondering why it was
salled the Red Sen, as there is nothing in
the appearance of its waters 1o account for
the name. A humorous officer of the ship
suggosted that it was perbaps an abbrevia-
tion for Red Aot Sea,

After passing the Strait of Bab.el-Man-
deb, the outlet of the Red Sea, and ewpeci-
ally after getting well out into the Indian
Ocean, we experienced-a sente of reliel,
Though the thermometer did not fall mueh,

had not that prostrating and sickening
effeot which it had in the Red Sea.

We did not see anything of Aden, as
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Red Sea* Sucx is the terminus of the.

yet the air scemed refreshing, and the heat
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these stenuiers do not touch there on the
outward voyage,

Weo bave been favored with remarkably
fine weather. For more than a fortnight
after leaving Port Snid wo had soarcely o
breese, and the sea was as calm as o lake,
%0 that the ship moved on steadily day
after day without the slightest unpleasant
motion, During the ‘lust week we had
a south-west wind, which lasted for three
days. It commenced when we were in the
vicinity of Ceylon, and when we changed
our oourse to the north-east towards Ran-
goon, it was fair, and with the saile, in
addition to the seeam power, we moved
ulong at a rapid rate, $354

Wo are now nearing the shores of Bur.
mah, and expeot in & day or two to look
upon that land which possesses such an un-
dying interest tor Amerioan Baptistd—on

—{-account-ol the apostolic labors, heroic sufls

erings, and wonderful succees of those faith.
ful ones who have hore proclaimed Christ's

gospel to the proud, idolatrous Burmen, ..

and the degraded Karen,

Rancoon, Burman Nov, 6, 1874,

In Burmah at last | . Amid the scenes of
Judson's toils and trials— where the first
Burmese convert confesseed Christ—in tho
land that is doubtless destined to see yet

We arrived here on Monday, 2d inst.,
two days later than we expeoted, owing to
a strong head wind which we encountered
in the Gulf of Martaban., ~ We hoped to
have arrived in time to send letters by the
English mail which left here on Sunday, lst

| inst,, but the mail steamer passed us out in

the Gulf, and #0 our letters must lie over
till next mail, It leaves here weekly for
Caleutta, y

1 al:0 hoped to revoh Rangoon befure the
iriends lett for Henthada to attend the Cun-
vention, but most of them bad gone twodays
before our arrival, Bro. Sunford and wife,
Bro. Armstrong,and Miss Armstrong bave
gone, but | expect to see them at the Con-
vention as Tintend to go up by the next
steamer, in company with Bro. Colburn
and several other wmissionaries. We will
miss the opening exercises and the Sunday
scrvicos, but as the meetings will probably
last several days, we will be able to attend
some of them, o

A day or two ngo, Bro, Haseall, one of the
American brethren, and 1 visited the greut,
far.-famed Shway Dagon Pagoda. It is the

¢ inall Farther India., I do not
know the dimension, except that it is be-
tween three and four hundred feet high.
The enclosed area around the base is very
extensive, giving room for an immense num-
ber of idolhouses, and shrines of different
kinde., The pagoda is entirely covered with
guld leaf from baee to summit, and oan be -
scen glistening in the sun many wiles.
While we were there, all the approaches
were thronged with worshippers, bearing
their offerings up, and prostrating them-
sell before hideous and ridiculous images,
the work of their own hands., Ae | witnes-
scd these things I thought of the acocount
ot Paul at Athens—Acts xvii: 10~ Ais
spirit was stirved in him, when he saw the
city wholly given to idolatry,’ It is cer-
taioly & sight calculated to awaken the
deepest commiseration in the hearts of
those who know that none but Christ can
save men.

Yesterday 1 witnessed a scene of a very
different character, and one which awaken.
ed in my heart a thrill of joy and grati.
tude, and led me inwardly to say, ** What
hath God wrought ! In company with Bro,
Carpentcr 1 visited the Karen Theologieal
Semioary, of which Dr. Binney is the
venerable President,

There are filty-three names on the roll,
and they are all candidates for the ministry,
receiviog such instruction as will enable
them intelligently and etfectively to instruct
the ohurches ‘and proclaim the gospel to
their heathen countrymen., The ocvurse of
study extends over five years. While we
were present the different classes were quoe-
tioned by the native professor, on various
suhjects, | was particularly loterested in
their snswers (interpreted by Bro, C ) to
questions on the subject of ** preaching,’
and on * the Life of Christ,”” It was evi-
dent that they comprehended these things
clearly. They are remarkahly bright and
intelligent looking young men.

The exercises closed with singing, and |
came away feching thankful to God for
what the goepel has nocomplished in Bur-
mah. O that we, by his guidance and
grace, may be made the means of nocomp-
lishing similar results in Siam !

~Ever yours sincerely,

W. B. Boooo
S AR a
The B.:stm church in Raleigh ,N. C,
has elected lour deaconesses.




