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A GLIMPSE AT DEITY.

¥

PREACHED BEFORE THE P. E. ISLAND BAPTIST
ABSOCIATION, MONDAY THE lUTH or JuLy.

By Rev. W. B. Havnes.
Published by Special Request of the Asso-
ciation,

“ Who is like anto Thee, O Lord, nmonc the
s? Who is ike Thee, glorious in holiness,
eatrfal in praises,doing wonders ?"—EX. xv. 1.

It was thus the proud Israelite sang,as he
stood by the waters of the Red Sea, on the
morning after the overthrow of the Egyp-
tians—at least, this is one note, and per-
haps the chief, in that glad song of triumph,
The cbildren of lerael had just passed
through a season of the most intense ex-
citement. Not many hours previously the
people had been expecting nothing but utter
destruction at the hands of the Egzyptians,
the sound of whose approach bad already
reached them. Bat a Divine interposition,
such as must have astonished the buldest
faith, had wrought their complete deliver-
ence, and now their once dreaded pursuers
slept barmlessly beneath the deep rolling
waters, or lay lifeless and ghastly upon
either shore. Then, as they hushed for
awhile their excited thoughts, to recall
with truer distinctness the events, almost
bewildering, through which they had so

_recently passed, — how, with relentless

hand, the great I AM bhad rcattered and
destroyed the Egyptian gods to avenge His
holiness : with lavish strength charging
each successive hour with fresh marvels of
His might,—they at length, with one con-
sent, burst forth into triomphant song, in
the midst of which, when adoration had
attained its loftiest excellence, a million
grateful hearts cast the laurel of victory
before the throne of Jehovak, ae they sang
in the words of the text: ‘* Who is like
unto Thee, O Lord, among the gods! Who
is like unto Thee,glorious in holiness,tearful
in praises, doing wonders ?”

Having thus indicated the circumstances
which suggested the words forming the
subject. of our inquiry, let us now seek
earnestly to discover their meaning.

The subject is an awful one. We are to
meditate upon Jehovah—the holy, the
adored—the Almighty. It behoves us there-
fore to enter upon it with deepest rever-
ence. Holy one of Israel, suffer us, enfold-
ed in the righteousness of Jesus, to enter
awhile into Thine immediate presence, that
we may behold Thy glory, and worship
Thee, the God of the whole earth.

First, we have in the past 4 glimpse of
Diety. In the second place we will notice
Its effect upon the deholders. |

I. A Glimpse of Deity. Gud Is des
cribed as, ** glorious in holiness, fearful in
praises, doing wonders.”

(1.) God is *¢ glorious in holiness.”

Jehovah is infinitely pure. His charac-
ter shines with stainless lustre. This per-
fection. encompassing His throne,surrounds
it with an unimaginable glory. Holiness

~appears to be, before all others, the specinl

attribute of God, the Divinest glory of the
Deity. Hence, when God would senl the
covenant of grace by oath, and swear to
His determination that the throne of David
and his seed should endure for ovet,&ﬁe
took this, His special attribute, and swure
by His holingss. Unlike Wisdom and
Power which, delegated to the creature,
bave been used in the service of sin,
Holiness can never exist, except in the full-
est sympathy with God, and departs in-
stantly at sin’s feeblest approach. It is in
the light of this, Jehovah's distinguishing
gxcellence, that we are most struck with
the wide and immeasurable distance which
wust ever sever the creature from the Crea

tor. ¢ Worship at Hie foutstool, for He
isboly.”” It is the nature of God to be
thus boly ; with Him sin 18 an impossibili-
ty, while pertect righteodsness is & neces-
sary property of His Being. This dispo-
sition partakes of the immutable and
infinite character of its Divine soures.—
The gorgeous splendvur which envelops the
Eternal Throne, emanating from Him who
is the only source of all good—that pare
light of God has never known the fuintest
mowmentary defilemcot, nor ever shall.—

Extend the sum into mensureless space ;

afford to its every particle an infinite bril-
liance and purity ; and in e universe of
ineffable light we may discern some faint
figare of the bolinessof God. Upepringing
from its one eternal source, infinite in ful-

ness, of unlimited glory, changeless, and
eternal : imagination altogether fails to

conoeive the unsufferable glory of Him who |

is thue, in Himselt alove considered, *glo-
rious in holinees.”

Of this fact how keen, how true, must
be the realization by spirits in heaven there,

where that glory ever shines, unobscured
by sios, mists, and clouds. Truly, in the
hearts of celestial beings, He is glorioue.
Nor can He be otherwise to His people on
earth, who, following at humbler distance,
yet feel it their highest joy to commune
with Him. Yes, Lord, Thou art ** glorious
in holinese” to our hearts. There have
been seasons, however, in which God in
His holiness has appeared to be specially
illustrious. Who bas not read with feel-
ings of strange interest the terrible story
of the flood, when the affrighted world,
startled from haunts of iniquity, perished
despairing in its chill embrace, and but
“ eight souls were saved.” In the delug.
iog of a fair world with water to wash out
its deep stains of-guilt, Jehovah was, in-
deed, with startling emphasis, ** glorious
in holiness.” To a similar ocoasion we owe
the language of our text. Then, so impos-
ing was the exhibition of that glory, that
Moses, flooded with its splendour, and
urged by an irresistable impulse, snatoched
the sublime conception, and immortalised
it in song; for the idols of Egypt had
withered ; and the might of Egypt bad
faltered ; and the scorn of Egypt had
melted ; and the very soul of Egypt bad
been consumed by the scorching fury ol
that quenchless sun. What language pro-
ceeds from the tabernacle in the wilderness ?
What truth appears in the countless laws,
and ceremonies, and rites, which trammell-
ed the feet of the pilgrim Israelite, and
asserted their right to direct their mos
trivial acts? Holy vessels and holy things
—altar, sacrifice, priests, vestments, days,
places—all boly ; and then, the Holieet of
all, that awful retreat where Deity dwelt
alune. What means this ceasless repetition ?
All these things were to the fickle Israelites
a8 80 many voices from God, snd ’twas
thus that Jehovah daily declared Himeself
** glorious in boliness.” But there wasa
time—once in the annals of our world—
when holiness shone forth with such re-
splendent glory, that the KEternal took
down the mantle of night'and flung it over

 the, scene, lest the sight of such glory
‘should be too nncb for the astonished

universe.

Littledid the men who gambled gluttonona~
ly before the dying Son of God dream of the
stupenduous event that was then transpir-
ing. Ais frame might writhe in excruciat-
ing agonies. What cared they? Here
was & garment at stake, the gaining of
which might purchase for the happy winner
an extra hour or two of debauchery and
shame. Let him die.

But, on that day, and in that very_ spot,
mercy and truth met together; righteous-
vess and peace kissed each other ; and it
was then seen that God could ** be just,
and yet the Jumﬁer or him which believeth
in Jesus.” There, Grace, with the free
and booorable coneent of Justice, iesued a
proclamation of peace and pardon to the
tallen sons of Adain. Holiness extended to
@ guilty world the band of welcome, and
Christ, the Son of God, forgot His griefe in
that last expiring shout of vietory: * It is
finished.” Thus, again—and this time the
¢un of the glory of God's holiness attained,
in the sight of His creatures, a meridian
beight and splendour from which it shall
never set—was God seen to be ** glorious in
bolinees.”

(2.) But we must now pass on to the
second portion of the description. God isalso
*‘fearful in praises.” And, indeed, what
could be more fitting? It ie meet that
He who is s0o eminently illustrious should
receive this additional appellation. Notun_
advisedly was this sublime title bestowed.

As the smoke of the incense of Jehovah's
praise, mounting in vast columns, reaches
and enwraps the seat of Deity, the created,
bebolding Him trom afar, and filled with
speechless awe, prostrate themeelves in
bumblest adoration before Him who 1
*fearful in praises.”” Just as the travel-
ler, pearing some lofty mountain whose
fame and story have long since thrilled his
soul, and which he expects at every turn
will burst upon him for the first time in
all ite grandeur—as he remembers the glow-
ing language of those who bave stood, em-
wet-like, in its shadow—finds stealing upon
him an overwhelming sense of awe as though
already he bowed before his majesty ; eo
the devout spirit, approscshiog Him ap to
whoee throne have surged in swelling
waves of ceasless adoration the plaudits of
eternal ages, bows with a more cruehing
sense of utter Insignificance as it worshipe
Him whose very praises inepire such awful
reverence, by

Nor eould Egypt dispute the right of ber |-

Conqueror to this proud title. Struck to

‘the earth, braised and shattered by the

Omnipotent arm, there must have been an
inexpressible meaning, a dreadful sincerity,

A R - . -

oy w
in the silent praise that roee heavenward
from that prostrate people, while, with

1 less of slnvish dread, but with a truer rev-

erence and more acceptable devotion, the
emancipated sons of 1srael worshipped their
great Deliverer. Alike from friend and
foe God had obtained the glory that was
due. Jehovah will be glorified. For His
glory all things consist. This isas certain-
ly true with respect to His fiercest enemies
as it is of His most loyal subjects. Think
you that crowned heads, or armies clad in
steel, can refuse the tribute of His praise?
Go to Babylon, or to thc spot indicated by
tradition’s uncertain finger where stood
that mighty eity. Once bere, within vast
walle, there dwelt a powerful people, and
stupendous armies guarded the city gates.
Ambition led those armies ; yet they only
served the purpoee of the King of kings,
whose worship they bad discarded for the
vilest idolatry. Blindly supposing them-
selves to be in successiul pursuit of their
own selfish policy, they accomplish His
purpoees, and when He'had done with them
He destroyed them. Thus has many a
proud tyrant arisen and, over heaps of ruins
and piles of dead, hus clambered to a throne.

He bas laughed at his success and boasted

bis boundless liberty. But what has he
been? The mere lackey of the court of
heaven, whose errands he has the better per-

formed  because permitted to wear the

‘* hvery of the king.” - Ob, Thou fearful
in praises? Even the wrath of man con-
tributes to thy glory. But who shall say
that such exacted acknowledgments as these
are not far exceeded in worth and heavenly
welcome by the willing offering of the loyal
servants of Goa? The prisoner in the dun-
geon clanks hie chain, and mutters curses
on the power he cannot baffle. This is
homage. But more welcome far, to the
sovereign, are the glad acclamations of the
thronging multitude, as he passes in state
through their midet. Praise waiteth for
Thee, O God, in Zion. Though Thine ene-
mies despise Thee, and bring no offering to
Thine altar, we Thy people, glad to acknow-
ledge our allegiance to such a King, present
to Thee with willing hearts our humble
gifts. Thus, from the church of God scat-
tered the wide world over, there rises the
ceaseless music of adoring praise. Uttered
in tongues many and diverse, proceeding
from out the gloom of poverty, vr upspring-
ing from prosperity’s glad dwelling ; pass-
ing, laden and slow, from the trembling lip
of age, or gaily leaping from the chords of
a youthful heart—the innumerable strains
mingle in one glad chorus at the footstool

of Jehovah. And, indeed, so vast and as-

tonishing has been the liberality of God to-
wards His people that they bave long re-
garded the obligation upon them to accord
equal praise as hopelesely impoesible. Yet
involved in 80 sweet & dilemma, true love
with tears of joy, tendereth herself ; saying
to Him whose praise so far outstrips her :—

‘* Here, Lord, I give myself away ;
'"T'is all that Iam do.”

Bat the stream of adoration, baving ite
rise, in human hearts and lives, is but a tiny
tributary of the full river of His praice.
All heaven resvunds with His worsbip.

‘¢ SBeraphe, with elevated- strains,

Circle the throne around ;

And move, and charm the #tarry
With an immortal sound.”

Innumerable angele—ten thousand times
ten thousand and thousandejof thousands
—bow in prostrate worship before Him,
sayiog : ** Blessing, and glory, and wisdom,

nd thavkegiving, and hovour, and power,
and might, be uato our God for ever and
ever.” ‘¢ Cherubim and seraphim cootinu-
ally cry, Holy, boly, boly, Lord God
Almighty, which was, and is, and is to
come.” While other einless epirits, hasting
to join the barmony, cheerfully uncrown
themselves, einging, as they cast the glit-
tering diadems at His feet : * Thou art
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and hon-
our and power : for Thou bast created all
things and for Thy pleasore they are and were
created.” In these eternal songs, God’s
glorified children—those who baving shared
the conflict and endured the strife, have
passed before us to their rest take mo mean
port ; distinguishing mercy, finding them
io unusual distress, bestowed upon them
pecaliar favour. Hence, their praise shall
for ever be special and unique. To them
it bas been permitted to introduce into

plains,

‘heaven & grander note of praise than bad
'been heard there in all the vast Eternity

before, and angelic fingers hngcr anhnh
'mid golden strings.
“ While beaven’s eternal nobn rlng
With sbouts of sovereign grace.”
Thus, as the majesty of the presence of
God fills the wide heaven with glory, so is
it filled with eternal homage by its nyrg.dw

(';'iy

inhabitants, ceaselessly adoring Him who
is the ¢* fearful in praises.”

Nor alone does the intelligent creation of
of God show forth His praise. ** The
heavens declare the glory of God, and the
firmament sheweth His handiwork. Day
unto day uttereth speech, and night unto
night sheweth knowledge.” ‘¢ All Thy
works shall praise Thee, O Lord.” From
the tiniest flower Lidden in the meadow,
which one must stoop to discover, to the
fairest star that glitters in the heavens;
from the silver dewdrop, Child of the Morn-
ing, to the proud unfettered deep : all, all
unite to worship Him ; and, uninterrupted
by one inhurmonious note, the great family
of Nature ceaselesely hymns His praise.

Believer, thou may’'st well rejoice that
He whom thou lovest should receive such
wide homage, though indeed, the full story
of His praise can ne’er be told. But there
is one delightful truth in addition ere I con-
clude upon this topic—the fame of our

mighty Lord must bave a wider spread.

** The knowledge of the glory of the Lord
shall cover the earth, as the waters cover
the sen.”

And when :—

‘¢ He shall bave dominion

O’er river, sea, and shore ;

Far as the eagle’s pinion

Or dove’s light wing can eoar.”
then shall the promise be fulfilled, *¢ As
the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as
the garden caueeth the things that aresown
in it to spring forth, so the Lord God
will cause rightcousness and praise to
spring forth before all the nations ; *’ and
so shall He who is ** glorious in holiness,”
be still more illustriously the ** fearful in
praises.’’ _

( To be concluded next week )

————

Eovvespondence.

" For the Christian Messenger.

HOME MISSIONS AND THE
CONVENTION.

NO. VI.

Ounce every year the wisdom and strength
of the denomination in these Maritime
provinces is summoned to consider every
great denominational object among us, vne
-excopted.. Why are our provinces thus
combined? Is it as some assume, because
no one of them singly is able to sustain the
ohjects thus promoted? 1 think not. On
the contrary, I believe that upon due con-
sideration 1t would be generally admitted
that Nova Scotia alone could have support-
ed the College and Academy just as effici-
ently a8’ it bas been done by this united
effort. New Brunswick could have done just
as much as ehe bas for denominational ed-
ucation, by putting all her funds into her
own institation, and each of the provinces

Just as much for Foreign Missions singly

as they have unitedly.

At the outset, and for years afterwards,
these objects, did not include the whole
work of the Convention, That work was
to promote every interest among us. Not
one was left out. What then was the de-
sign uf this compact? If I am not greatly
mistaken it was simply this—the best good

| of the Baptist body in these Provinces. It

was believed tbat combining their know-
ledge and efforts would render them more
efficient and prosperous than they could be
otherwice. And who now doubts the cor.
rectness of this belief? Many may have
grave and reasonable doubts as to the re-ult
thue far in the case of any or all of the
objects sustained, but I believe all will
agree that we have been made wiser and
stronger and better by this combination,
soneequently whatever opinions may te
entertained respecting particular measures,
no one can be found who thioks the disso-
lution of the Comvention a thing for a
moment to be thought of.

Now, all this, it seems to me, involves a
principle of great importance in the con-
sideration of the question before us and
one that is altogether too much overlooked.

And | would like to usk those who do oot

regard with favor the re-introduction of
Home Missions into the Convention, why

| united thought and aetion upon that ques-

tion would be less advantageous to us than
upon any that now occupies us? I think
good reason can be shewn why it would be
even more 80.

But Home Missions are necessarily more
intimately connected with the general in-
terests of the denomivation than any other
object we are engaged in. Promote this
and you directly promote all, especially if
done in the wisest and best way. I think
this will be readily seen and admitted.

Bot here comes in another important

consideration. There are serious _evils in

-

-

J—

the methods now employed for promoting
Home Missionary work. Take, for inetance,
the case of New Brunswick. The Home
Missionary Society meets alternately with
the two Associations. Every other year
therefore one Association is held before the
Society’s Annual meeting. Coneequently,
that ene can bave no voice whatever in
Home Missionary business thatyear. But
the same is really to an equal extent true
of the one held after the Society meets.
When action bhas been taken in one Asso-
ciation, of course the other has nothing to
do but acquiesce. I speak of Associations
because the meeting of the Society, is, as
every one knows, only a meeting of the
Aseociation under another name and with
another presiding officer. In order to ob-
viate any difficulties that might arise it is
always found necessary for the same men
to attend both Associations and at least
superintend this business. Now this is
multiplying work at the ezpense of efficiency.
And the same thing is, to a great extent,
true in Nova Scotia, and will become more
and moreso. This year at the Home Mie-
sion Union in Halifax there were more than
two and a half times as many present from
the Central Association, as from the other
three combined. From the Western,
where we would suppose the most interest
would be felt, there were but eight. From
the Kastern, though the place was eo
acoessible, but nine, and from Prince

Edward I:zland only one. This almost

tempts one to agree with Bro. Bares
that for each Association to do its
own Home Mission work would be pre-
ferable to the present arrangement, It
certainly is not fair to one to have the Home
Mission Anniversary take place at any
other. And it is equally certain that the
Denomination now in none of the three
Provinces is fairly represented or really
engaged in' Home Mission arrangements,
Comparative inefficiency must be the result,
nor is it @ matter of surprise that New
Brunswick does not wish to connect her-
sell with an organisation conducted in that
way. Extend the meetings of the Union
to that Province and the evil would then be
apparent indeed.

_Bat my vocation is not fault-finding. If - -

I point out a dnﬁoulty, I believe it devolves
upon me to suggest a remedy. And itisa
matter for rejoicing that for this which is
already felt, and will be increasingly, there
is one that is effectual The Union I pro-
poee, can satisfactorily work out the prob-
lem ot both Provinces—How shall we get
an Anouel Home Mistionary meeting that
will represent the body, or in which the
body can be represented? The Convention
only needs to be extended another day to
make it just what is required. Those ip-
terested in Home Mission work and capable
of considering it in all its bearings are
there, or soon will be. And these are the
very men needed in promoting Foreign
Missions and Denominational Education.
lndeed the three questions are inseparable.
Try, as much as we may to keep them
apart, they will, 0 to speak, instinctively
and unconsciously coalesce. Especially is
this true of Kducation and Missions—Home
at least as much as Foreign. This is mani-
fest in the Missionary labor performed dur-
ing the College vacations, and it is not less
80 in Union Society efforts and the present
method of supporting the Theological Pro-
fessorship. Our Aesociations can never be
confined to Home Missions, and the Con-
vention must include them, at Joast in its
Report on the State of the Denomination.
And now let it be understood that two
things which bhave recently been somewhat
discussed, do not touch this question, much
less are they identical with it. In the first
place embracing New Brunswick in the

present Home Miesion Union, or not doing ~

80, has nothing whatever to do with it. Al-
though it seems to be thought otherwise,
New Brunswick or any other Province in
the Convention may be unwilling for any
such combination and yet strongly in favor
of muking Home Missions a prominent part
of Convention work.

In "the second place the matter of a
single Board, located in any place, is just
as far removed from the subject under con-
sideration. It is not a question of one
Board or wany, large organizations or
.small ones. It is simply and only, Shall the
united wisdom of our demomination be
devoted to a consideration of this as one of
the great objeets worthy of our best thought?

or shall it continue to be treated as s0 un-.
important that we can afford to leave it in

the bands of a few, and have our action
respecting it worthy of the best confidence
of none ?

Our Aseociations were not intended for,
neitber are they, as at present arranged,
adapted to the performance of the businees
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