
Afterthe examination for Tsin she, | deriy 
a subsequent one for honors is conduct- | wri 
ed. This takes place in the ps 

"the Chief Hall of iCeremony, 
ho tien. The new doctors are here ex- 

amined afresh ; and that one of the two 

hundred or more who reaches the first 

rank is called Chwang yuen- = His good 

fortune is the occasion for the most ex- 

traordinary joy in his native place, and 

on the part of all his friends. ~ He is al- 

lowed, as a special distinction, to ride 

on horseback through the courts and 
teways of the palace on his way back 

to his lodging. The second, third, and 

fourth doctors in the list for honors 

“have also special literary titles conferr- 

ed on them. 
« By the display of ability on this 

. occasion all the more successful candi- 

“dates find their fortunes made. They 

‘are sure of good promotion, and enter 

the civil service with bright prospects. 

“The new doctors were ordered|to 

be presented to the boy-emperor in 

batches of forty at a time, on six sue- 
cessive days. This ceremony is now 

going forward on each morning. The 

empress regent sits behind a curtain, 

near the emperor, who, though only six 
years of age, oceupies the throne, which 

is a broad divan cushioned with yellow 

satin. Here the emperor sits cross- 
legged each morning from four o'clock 
till ,seven—or,_ six, if business is not 
pressing. 
“ A few of the successful essays are 

published for distribution among friends 

of the new doctors. 
“ In the scarcity of new books liter- 

ary essays satisfy a a— 10m Bat 
are imens of clever writ- 

ug ah gm additions to know- 
re A ‘They are simply invested with 
some on account of their baving 
been te enough to win the favor 
of thé examiners, and as specimens of 
the sort of work that must be dove by 
the next batch of aspirants to literary 
honor. 
i's is Sh ig omwn 

‘of imperial gifts to new Chwang 

gy gga sg all the 
ductors in new robes. 
“There is also an al fresco dinner 

at the Board of Ceremonies, given by 
the emperor. The president and secre- 
taries of the board here entertain all 
the new graduates in principal 
square of their office. 

Elementary Education. 

As to what should be the nature of 
elementary education, I have long held 
opinions which are, I am happy to say, 
becoming more popular than they once 
were, but which still may diverge a 
good deal from ordinarily received 
ideas. I am of opinion that an ele- 
mentary education should discipline all 
sides of the mind, and should leave no 
important faculty uncultivated. At its 
foundation lies a knowledge of the 
English language, the tongue we speak, 
power of reading, power of writing with 
accuracy and ease, and, finally that 
amount of cultivation of taste, and 
judgment which is to be derived from 
the study of the higher English authors. 
I think again that it is an essential 
part of elementary education that the 
scholar should learn at any rate the 
elements of the history of his own 
country. It is hard for any boy or 
any girl who has not lived a life to 
understand history, perhaps impossible 
but nevertheless it is useful, for the 
mind should be furnished with those fun- 
damental facts. I look again upon the 
elements of the physical sciences as a 
fundamental part of elementary educa- 
tion. The elements of physical geogra- 
phy, the elements of physics, the ele- 
ments of chemistry, the elements of 
human physiology—all these are mat- 
“ters of great and increasing moment, 
and there is no reason why they should 
not be taught in our elementary schools 
as well as the mass of things which 
are taught in our institutions—elemen- 
tary mathematics, arithmetic and geom- 
etry. 

And, finally, I conceive that it is an 
essential part of elementary education 
that the wmsthetic .faculty should be 
trained ; that some knowledge of music 
should be given, and that every one 
should be taught to draw according to 

i In these matters 

artist of anybody who is not born one. 
You may make an appreciator ¢fart, 

useful know of art may 

ts of ph 
know of e tary arithmetic, 

and geometry. e should have ob- 

tained an acquaintance with logic rather 

by example than by precept, while the 
acquirement of the elements of music| 

and drawing should have been pleasure 

rather than work. It may sound 

strange to many ears if I venture to 
maintain the proposition that a young 

person, educated thus far, has had a 

liberal though perhaps not a full edu- 

cation. 
It seems to me that such training as 

that to which I have referred may be 

termed liberal with perfect accuracy in 

both the senses in which that word is 

employed.;.. In the first place it is lib- 

eral in breadth. It extends over the 

whole ground of things to be known 

of faculties to be trained, and it gives 

equal importance to the two great 

sides of humaa activity, art, and science. 

In the second place, it is liberal in the 
sense of being an education fitted for 
freemen—for men to whom every 

career is open, and from whom their 
country may demand that they should 
be fitted to perform the duties of any 
career. [ cannot too strongly impress 
upon ‘you the fact that with such a 
primary education as this, and with no 

more than is to be obtained by building 
strictly upon its lines, a man of ability 

may become a great writer or speaker, 
a statesman, a 
gp scalptor, architect, or musician. 

t even development of all a man’s 
faculties which ig what properly con- 

| stitutes culture, may be effected by 
such an education, while it opens the 
way for the indefinite strengthening of 
any special capabilities with which he 
may be gifted. In a country like this 
where most men have to carve out 
their own fortunes, and devote them- 
selves early to the practical affairs of 
life, comparatively few can hope to 

@ their studies up to or beyond 
manhood. Bat itis of vital 

im to the welfare of the com- 
munity that those who are relieved 
from the need of making a livelibood, 
and still more those who are stirred b 

the age of 

the divine impulse of intellectual thirst 
or artistic genius, should be ensbled to 
devote themselves to the highék'serviee 
of their kind as centers of intelligence, 
interpreters of nature, or creators of 
new forms of beauty; and it is the 
function of a university to furnish such 
men with the means of becoming that 
which it is their privilege and duty to 
be.— 7. H. Huxley. 

The Christian Fessenger. 

of the Maritifire-Provinces commenced 
its session on) Tuesday evening last, in 
St. Matthew's. Church, by a sermon 
from Rev. R. Sedgewick, the Modera- 
tor, who had held that office for the 
two yeas since the unipu of the several 
bodies into one, After the sermon the 

by the Secretary reading the names 
on the roll of ministers, Of the 160 
ministers in Nova Scotia, New Bruns- 
wick, P. E. Island, Bermuda, New- 
foundland, Trinidad, and New Hebri- 
des, belonging to this Synod, over 100 
answered to their names. 

Rev. Thomas Duncan of Charlotte 
town, was unanimously elected moder- 
ator for the ensuing year. After a 
vote of thanks to the retiring modera- 
tor for his sermon, it was p 1 
seconded and passed, that the Synod, 
as a mark of their respect procure 
him the honorary title of Doctor of 
Divinity. 
Wednesday morning was occupied 

with the Hunter Building Fund. 
In the afternoon a mémorial from 

Truro for the removal of the Theologi- 
cal Hall from Halifax to = unoccu- 
pied building at Truro, was 
roles Horo) 
The Board had reported in favor of 

selling the Buildings at Truro, 
worth about $2,000, dnd the one in 
Gerrish Street, Halifax, worth about 
$7,000, and erecting a larger and 
more suitable building in Halifax. The 
motion was Jaid on the table till the 

not deem it expedient to re- Synod 
move the Di 
A 
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lawyer, a man of science, de 

Y | relieve this Church in whole or in 

next day, when it was agreed that the | : 
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new Hall for 
Coll rposes. 
Oo. Thursday morning after some 

preliminary business the Dalhousie 
College question was taken up and 
resolutions in relation thereto were sub- 
mitted first by Alexander James, Esq., 
pro to withdraw the three pro- 
fessors sustained by the Presbyterians 
in Dalhousie College after four years, 
or sooner ; seeing that the Legislature 
instead of enlarging the grant to Dal- 
housie have largely increased those to 
“the sectarian institutions,” and there- 
‘by destroyed the hope of having a pro- 
vincial ng tarian institution. Mr. 

James: charged the Government and 

Legislature with a breach of faith to 
the Preshyterians by the legislation of 

In the afternoon another series of re- 
solutions on the same subject was ‘in- 
troduced by: Rev. Mr. Patterson. . 

Mr. Sedgewick brought forth another 
series. The subjeci was again continued 
in the evening, and a further. series of 
resolutions, prepared by the movers of 
all the others, was submitted, and even- 

“tually unanimously adopted, as follows : 

Resolved, 1. That the Synod sustain 
the action of the Board of Superin ten- 

dence with to this matter, and. 
e their strong disapproval of the 
or ha the Government and Legisla- | 
ture, in increasing the grants to the 

nominational and thereby in- 
itn affecting ‘the interests of Dal- 

e 
2. That the Synod declare as their de- 

liberate policy that Dalhousie College 
should be sustained in its present or in- 
creased efficiency as a public nonsec- 
tarian institution ; and as such be sup- 
ported with all their influence as being 
the institution which in the circum- 
stances is best suited to serve the inter- 
ests not merely of one particular body 
but of the whole province. 

3. But having respect to the sacrifices 
which the out of the above 
policy has ‘entailed upon this Church, 
the Synod instruct the Board of Super- 

of Dalhousie College with a view to their 
| more effectually to 

tect int sts of the college and to 

‘of the ary obli which Rey 
have Lisa 74 umed in ss ml 4 

ok d ion of this matter 
several of thé Seading ministers spoke 
at some length in reference thereto. 
Mr. James said if the N.S. Govern- 
ment refuse to sustain Dalhousie as a 
non-sectarian institution, he would pre-. 
fer going to the New Brunswick Uni- 
versity at Fredericton, with their stu- 
dents, and assist them to keep up their 
numbers, Rey. G. M. Graat said that 
the present University Bill was far less 
acceptable than the original bill pre- 

ied to withold any 
Provincial Grant from such Co as 
were unwilling to accept the Univer- 
sity Examinations, whereas this left it 
options) This feature of the present 

piversity Act, he (Mr. Grant) charac- 
terized gs leaving it without any back- 
bone, or as “ MERE eho as Professor 
Pollock in his letter, termed it. 

frightened the Government out of its 
wits, and while their scheme was in- 
tended to catch all, it would end in 
catching none. did not as some 
others favor wing from Dal- 
bousie, but would seek to make it 
what they desired. : 
A proposal was also made by Mr. 

Grant, to raise $100, for the en- 
dowment of their T ical Hall, in 
Halifax. A motion was made by Mr. 
Alexander James, in amendment that 

for | the sum be $30,000. The discussion 
continued all the morning and was taken 
up again in the afternoon, when on the 
vote being taken, the amendmen: was 
negatived by over 100 to §, and the 
original resolution to raise $100,000 
carried by the same numbers. 
On Friday meming Rev. Dr. Mec- 

read a te from the 
Secretary of the General Assembly, To- 
rooto, saying that Nov. 2 was appoint- 
ed Thanksgi Day there, and re- 
questing an. ion from the 
to the ve Council to have the 

here. 
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rovincial Trea 
would pray that their. eyes mi be 
opened to their wickedness. 
The motion was then passed unani- 

mously.—[ This is from the Chronigle 
report but Dr. McGregor denies that 
he used the words ** to see their wicked- 
ness.” | 
A committee on Public Education 

reported that they were glad to learn 
that the cause ot free non-sectasian 
education in New Brunswick and P. 
E. lgland, which was so strongly op- 
posed by the Roman Catholics, had 
been successful. The committee con- 
sidered that the recent action of the 
Halifax School Board, ir virtually 
giving the Catholics se schools, 
was a special feature of bad adminis- 
tration. | 
Mr. Bremner said that there was 
no difference whatever in the schools 
so far as sectarianism was concerned. 
They had only made a slight concession 
to the Roman Catholics, which could 
be altered at any time. They had 

to appoint none but Catholic 
teachers to Catholic Schools and Pro- 
testant teachers to Protestant schools. 

Rev. Neil McKay asked if there 
were images and paintings symbolical 
of the Catholic faith in the schools. 

Mr. Bremner said he believed there 
had been, but they had been removed. 
"The same subject was under discus- 
sion in the evening. The following is 
the report of the Committee, and was 
adopted by the Synod, with the excep- 
tion of Mr. Grant and two or three 
others : dike 
The committee appointed to watch 

over public education in the Maritime 
Provinces beg leave to report as follows : 

1. That we are glad, to learn that the 
nonsectarian school system, which some 
time met such strenuous opposition 

ew Brunswick, is now becoming very 
generally acceptable to the great body 
of the people, and under efficient admin- 
istration is successfully promoting the 
cause of education in that Province. 

2. That it is with great pleasure we 
congratulate the friends of free non- 
sectarian schoois in P. E. Island upon 
their triumph in that Province ; 
thi Sy deserve the commendation of 

pringiples and working so ene ically 

resulted. so favourably to the : 
nonsectarian schools. 

3. That the special feature in the inef- 
ficient administration of the school law 
in Nova Scotia to which 'we would call 
attention is the virtual application of 
a religious test to the teachers 
in thé common schools in the city of 
Halifax ; and we believe that by the ar- 
rangements entered into by the Halifax 
School Board ‘not only is an undue ad- 
vantage given to the sectarian schools, 
but the law of the land is evaded, if not 
violated. . 

4. That this Synod does now declare 
ite most hearty approval of the princi- 
pal free non-sectarian common school 
education,’ and would hereby strongly | 
expresss its disapproval of any attempte 
to thrust seperate schools upon these 
Maritime Provinces, either by faithless 
administration or new legislstion. 

The remainder of the session was 
occupied with mission matters. 

—— 

The following letter which appeared 
in the Chronicle yesterday morning, will 
interest a number of our readers. The 
facts contained in jit have become fa- 
— to some of our readers, but as 
those facts do not appear to be recognized 
by the friends of Datbousie College we 
think it well to keep them before the 
public until the Presbyterians dare not 
any longer ignore them : 

THE SYNOD AND DALHOUSIE COLLEGE. 
Dear Editory—~ 
Having observed the announcement 

that ‘ the publie were invited,’ I stepped 
into St. w’s Church, where the 
Presbyterian Synod of the Maritime Pro- 
vinces was in session, on Thursday last, 
just as the discussion on Col- 
ege was hog os ome concluded. It is wig « 
urpose to s | or cri 

debate. It was conducted, for the most 
I believe, with marked ability. 1 

which excited my attention. Ts coseed 
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ce, and one or two Queen's 

: nde, so remarkable under the 
circumstances, has made me thought- 
ful. Repeatedly, since then, I have 
asked myself, What if the “lawyer” 
should be right after all? I have great 
respect for the utterances of clergymen, 
but they are not all infallible, especiall 
in matters ex-cathedra, and the fooli 
prejudice still clings to me that lawyers 
opinions, in matters of law, are of some 
value. The leisure of a half holiday has 
afforded me the opportunity to enquire 
in the matter for myself, and I give you 
the facts as 1 have found them. 

Chapter 27 of the Acts of 1875 refers 
to usie College, and the first and 
last sections of this chapter, evidently, 
constitute the legislation which. called 
forth the discussion in the Synod. They 
read as follows : 

1. “The present Board of Governors 
consisting of nine persons shall be in 
creased to a number not exceeding ih 
teen ; and the Board ¢ apo be filled up by 
new nominations made on the same prin 
Re as set forth in the first section of 
the Act hereby amended ; and any of the 
Governors shall be removable as hereto- 
fore by the Governor in Council. 

3. So much of Chapter 24 of the Acts 
of 1863, entitled, ““ An Act for the regu- 
lation and support of Dalhousie College 
or of any other Act as is inconsistent 
with this Act is repealed.” 

This “ Chapter 24 of the Acts of 1863 " 
I find, aby the basis on which Dalhou- 
sie College rests, For my present pur- 
pose, I need refer to two Sections of it 
only. Sec. 1. After constituting siz 
persons, 
setting forth their powers and duties: 
ceeds as follows: “ All vacancies at the 
Board shall be filled up on recommenda- 
tion of the remaining members thereof by 
the Governor in Chapane or of the 
the Governors shall be removable by the 
Governor in Council, at the instance of 
the Board of Governors.” 
Sec. 2, reads thus: “ Whepever any 

body of Christians of any religious per- 
suasion whatsoever shall sati the 
Board that they are in a condition to 
endow and support one or more chairs or 
professorships in the said College, for 
any branch of literature or science, 
approved of by the Board, such body in 
making such endowment to the extent 
of twelve hundred dollars a year, shall 
have a - wo. from time to time for every 
chair endowed, to nominate a Governor 
to take his seat at the Board, with the 
po | of the Board of Governors, and 

the Governor in Council, and shall 
also have a right from time to time, to 
nominate a essor for such chair, 

subject to the al of the Board of 
‘Governors ; and in the event of the death, 
removal or jon of per 
nominated under this Section, the jo 
nominating shall fave. gown to supply 
the vacancy thus created.” : 

Under this legislation ‘the Presbyter- 
ian Body endowed three Chairs in Dal- 
housie and secured & representation of 

ors, with the right and“power “ in the 
event of the death, removal, or 
tion of any person nominated,” by that 
body, “to supply the vacancy thus 
created.” Before 1875 the number of 
Governors of Dalhousie College was un- 
limited, and all other Denominations 
could have secured, in perpeluily, a re- 

ntation at the Board of Governors, 
in the same way that the Presbyterians 
did. They would not when they could, 
now, they cannot if they would ; for the 
Act of 1875 flonfte ie sage ond Gov- 
ernors, recognizes the status e three 
Presbyterian Governors, and provides for 
the appointment of the additional Gov- 
ernors, to fill up the Board, 
under the new Act, in a way “incon- 
sistent” with denominational nomina- 
tions ; and hence the right to make such 
nominations is taken away by the re- 

“ a al CL 

pealing clause of the ute, even 
though ' other denominational endow- 
ment be offered most freely. 

Meanwhile, the Presbyterians, as a 
Denomination, have a representation of 
three out of the fifteen Governors ponsti- 
tuting the of Governors of Dal- 
‘housie College, and while no other de- 
pomination, as the law now stands, can 
even nominate a Governor, in dny event, 
the Presbyterian Body, having made their 
nominations previously to — will 
continue to be so represented until they 
choose voluntarily to relinquish the 
right, or some new legislation is effected; 
for, * in the event of the death, removal, 
or resignation of any person nominated " 
& them, they “have power to supply 

e vacancy thus created.” 
It occurs to me to ask a question just . 

here. What if the Presbyterian 

propose doing 
endowment can 

Governors o 

i of Govern- 
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