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" spirit. Spoken by the

BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1876,

[NTERXATIONAL SERIES.

Suxpax, October Sth, 187 6.—Stephen’s
Defence.—Acts vii. 35-50.

Vs. 48-950.

Coaxrr To MEMORY :

Gowpex Texr.—* Lo, 1 come to do thy
win,OGod. He taketh away the first,
that he may  establish the second.”

Deuteronomy
Joshua ii. 11-17.
vii. 1-13. Sunday, 2 Chron. vi. 1

‘Axasysis—71. Il treatment of
Ve 35-40. 1. Israel's idolairy. Vs.
41-43. ITI. Tabernacls of witness. Vs.
44.46. IV. The Almighty unconfined.
Vs. 47-90.

Exrosiriox. — Moses.
Exodus ii. One part of the charge
against Stephen was that he had spoken
against Moses. As Moses was the na-
tion’s inspired law-giver, the charge
virtually implied both treason and bias-
phemy. Stephen, therefore, dwells
much longer on Moses than on either
Abraham or Joseph, and so turns and

Verse 35.— This Moses whom they re
fused. “This” is here emphatic. This
very,/man, refused, denied, itisulbed: | yway
thrust out by them; the same, the

the same not only in person, but also in
spirit, character, aim and purpose. He

had not beem converted like Saul of

Tarsus, changing sides completely. He,
like Jesus, from the first espoused God's
cause, and by the people was rejected
for the very reason that he was accepted
of God. Herein appeared their sin and
guilt. Who made thee, ete. The very
language of refusal. Exodus i. 14
Though spoken by one man only, yet,
like the Sanhedrim, he was the repre-
sentative of the prevailing national
man “that did
the wrong,”’ it was the language of in-
justice and unfairness, of hate, jealousy,
and contempt. The same did God send,

etc. The application of this fact to
Stephen’s hearers, made this emphasis
most pertinent, telling and terrible.
Stephen substitutes ¢ deliverer,” or
more exactly, redeemer, in place of | pegative answer,
“judge.” By the hand of, etc. This
angel, as shown in former lessons, was
the Word, not then incarnate. BSee in

Exodus ii.

Verse 36.— He brought them out, etc.
“ He,” Moscs, not the angel, though it
was Moses acting under the angel. This
well-known fact is stated to show how | 3],
then God actually gave Moses the place
refused him contemptuously by his
brethren, how their plan failed, and

God's preygiled, And the silent s

sumption is, as then, so more signally,
now, in case of the real “ Ruler and
Redeemer,” typified by Moses After
Or rather, by show-
ing, The miracles were those wrought
in effecting the deliverance, and include
both those in Egypt, and those which

he had showed, etc.

followed during the forty years.

Verse 31.—~This is that Moses, ete.

| interest of Jesus Christ. A prophet

| Acts fii. 22, 23. To “raise up” here

.. them the people of God under God's

: honmnith-md()ld Testament

od | to ws. To make it felt that he was

e

shall the Lord your God raise wp, ete.
See Deuteronomy xviii. 15-19, and for
its quotation and application by Peter,

signifies mot the resurrection, but, as
often, the sending or causing to appear.
The resemblance between them was to
consist chiefly in their office as media-
tor. In each case it was the mediator
of one who had bben constituted head,
and redeemer of his people, for those
whose sins made immediate approach
to God impossible, and to constitute

own revealed and attested law. Of your
brethren. That is, of the seed of Abra-
hnm,whmhmtmeofchristutothe
flesh, or his human nature. Him shall
ye hear. Rather, kim ye will hear—
stating a fact of the future.

Verse 38.—This is he. The very man
they rejected was the very man God ac-
cepted. Was in the church. “The as-
sembly,” or congregation, the usual
designation of Tsrel, as gathered for

worship, as around flaming Sinai, when
in their presence and for them Moses

went up, in answer to Jehovah's call to
receive the law. Withthe angel. . . and

with cur fathers. Theangel of Jehovah,
or the angel who was Jehovah (see on

verse 35), and with our fathers, acting
as medistor between them ; true to both

parties, though by one disowned. Who
réceived the lively oracles, The living

oracles from the Jiving God. See Heb.
iv. 12\3. The statement and explana-

{ than of New Testament. 7o give them

acting for his not for himself,
as “deliverer,” and in his divine au-
thontyus“ruler aba,andheum
Christ’s type.

into the mount. Buf turned back again,

worship of Egypt.

of reverence for the Temple.
honored Sinai, the first sanctuary, and

you dishonor Jesus Christ, the true uni-
and meeting house for God and man.

Verse 41.—Made a calf in those days.
Even then they turned from the moup-

where God dwelt and met man.

prophets,

“No, ye have not,/

previous comstruction and permanen

of the Ammonites.

has Chiun instead of Remphan, and
Damascus instead of Babylon.

quumWa

Verse 39.— Whom gur fathers mld
not obey. Even though divinely called

etc. As the mext verse ion, this
turning back refers here, at least —a
pnmmy,nottothopmﬁrmodu
Kadesh to return to Egypt, recorded in
Numbers xiv. 1-5, but to the desire for

an image patterned after the cattle-

T'he Sanctuary. Verses 41-50. Stephen

They dis-
the tabernacle and the Temple, just as

versal Temple—dwelling place of God,

tain, and the God that was on it, to
Egypt, and the contemptible copy of | less regrets, he applied at once, to
Egypt's idols. You, the Sanhedrim,
may see in that how much the nation
whom you represent honored the place

Verses 42, 43.—~In the bock of the
Amos v, 25-2]1. Have ye
offered me, etc. A question implying a

implying, what the history shows, a
constant fendency to abandon Jehovah's
worship. Took up the tabernacle of | use for

Moloch, etc, To carry it, implying its

preservation. Moloch was the fire-god
Deuteronomy xii.
The star of your god Remphan. A
starshaped idol. The original passage

Verses 44-47.—~The idolatry of the
Hebrews, bringing on their national
destruction and dispersion, was all the
more shameful MMIWMVMMM for .the work he
bad first the taberna¢le; and thon »
Temple, both built by divine directions
and according to the diyine pattern.
Despite all this, they turned to idolatry.
Tabernacie of witness. mu,m;m

ing the ‘law. Jesus in verse 45' is' Mud-“bworkinwdw
Joshus. At sunset he ‘had earned just seventy-
Verses 48-50.~Fee 1 Kings viii, ﬁ,zf

That the Temple in itself was nothing,

oflaubrr@rbt-who,tbon, :
Kau—hurmdéwphen,otﬂmrper
secutors? -

Vs. 38. Whntdidloaes receive from
God on behalf of the people? Where?
Exodus xxiv 12. :
Vs. 39. Why did the Iﬂulites turn
hackmheutto Egypt? From whom
did they turn away in their hearts?
DoesGodﬁxmfmmm,orwefromhxm
first 7 2 Chronicles xv. 2.

Vs. 40 What sorrowful idolatry did
theymdw‘vhﬂol[mom on the
mount? re do we see the spirit of
still 7 Matt, vi. 24.

Vs. ‘l'o wlutweod
up? mpmm
than to be given

ﬂ”’#

What taberwl did Israel
prefertoﬁe ~

Vs. 48. The Jm dm'led in. their
Temple; did it- save them in their
downfall ? = Ansk ﬂq’perulwd in the
flames. See Josephus' Jewish War,
Book 6, chaps. iv, v.
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{ Smrxnt, October 15th, 1876.—Stephen’s
Martyrdom.— Aets vii. 51-60.

YOUTHS' DEPARTMENT.

4ve them

M",
8 sihs?
?f:'beewmtl

Bmom'o&ﬂehmtot
Baltimore died suddenly, leaving an’
only sbh, then nineteen yqn‘olacu
msyouﬂxhddnabou

.

was charged with blasphemy in speaking
both against Moses, the servant of God, | structing him ‘pleasantly, when he saw :

; | and against the Temple, the houseof God. | that his chum resily mesnt to learn. %ﬁﬁ&‘gm’m“‘“‘“’
With the first part of the charge lie has | By-and-by the fasther of the fich student | 'y 0 0 o sreat many oecasions
dealt, hurling it back upon them. He | died, add, o everybody’s surprise Was | b0\ oihers do not see fit to give
comes now, naturally, to the second | found ¢0. be insplvest. The news of thely shiildvens Loava 4o g0 'where,stih o
part. They complain of Stephen’s want | both' these troubles—the loss of

the value of money by earning it for
himself. Without wasting time in use-

several old business associates of his

father, for & t; but received
from all very decided though very
eourteous als and regrets, on, the

ground that bhe knew nothing of busi-
ness. Unuodbythuoﬂluru,tho

youth next ealled on the proprietor of
' | an extensive and asked for
employment,

“ But,” Mt Coseswy “1 have no

except for hard,
manual labor, stich as you would be un-

t | sble to perfopms. Digging clay is the
onlyworknhmformemum
season of the'y

“erml*bto‘dxgchy with the
rest, then,” was the ecarnest answer.
“Icandolytlothonua;andny
thing is better than begging or stafv-
ing.” |

Pleased
youth, though s

other workmen.

The young thwktdthooldpb

L M "}heduxhumkmmmny .ndmm

v 11, | Ally the first one on the groun “‘?
'motn!ng, though he had to

mﬂutothebnekyud. All this was

{ the architect of his own fortune in
1 ¢ digging¢lay."— Young Reaper.

| Ellen a pretty little-girl in a green crape

T baar» <f

were qanveyed t9 the son by the same ;1 ih ohildren should receive their

with the penimpoyol'ﬂu
slmost sure that he was

sought, Mr, G- engaged him on trial,
and started him off eodigolsywuhm

thonhumodmﬂu
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soon apparent to his employer, who
naturally became interested in one who
had proved himself worthy of being |
aided by his diligent efforts to help him-
self. A clerkship, with a good salary
was obtained by theold gentleman for
his protege, and this proved a stepping-
stone to higher and more responsible
posts, into all of which the young man
carried the same noble traits of energy,
perseverance, and true manliness. To-
day he is the honored president of a
prosperous banking house, loved and
honored by those who have watehed his
career from the time he started out as

My Mother knows best.

A party of little girls stood talking be-
neath my window. Some nice plan was
on foot ; they were going into the woods
and they meant to make oak-leaf trim-
ming, and pick berries, and carry lun-
cheon.

“ Now,” said they to one of their num-
ber; “Ellen ran home, and ask your
mother if you may go.. Tell her we are
all going, and you must go also.”

_bonnet, skipped acrose the way, and
went into a house opposite. She was
gone some time. The little girls waited
for her very impatiently. At length the
dbbropﬁpddeﬂenmdownN
steps. She did not seem to bein a hurry,
to join her companions, and they cried
H,“Youhngat leave?’ ¢ Are you

r’
Ellen shook her head, and said that
her mother would not let her go. |
“Oh!” eried dngirbf“ltntoo

“Not go I” It is really nnﬂhdmyour
J17 % What a shame % | would
maxo‘hd!etyou." “T would gowhether
or no,”’
“Iymotherknonbut,"mmlonl
sndwer, and ‘it was & beautiful one.
| Her lip ' quivered a little, for I sup-
w-oduﬁe wished 0 go, and was much

, - gty dissappointed not to get leave ; but she | ing.
thwuwwm‘ﬁ “Ho ? 0, he has nisrried my sis

do what they wish ; and they are rebel-
lious and pouting and angry in conse-
quence of it? But this is not the way
| mother'’s orders? No? it 18 not pleas-
ing to God. The right way is pleasing
to God. 'Fh-rightbchoevhlm

to your mother's decision. ‘
Trust her and smooth down y mﬁ
fled feelings by the sweet and ul

thought that “ Mother knows bes®’ 1t
will save you many tears and much sor-
sow. It is the gratitude you owe t0 her
who has done and mﬂ’ored ;o.mueh— for
you.
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Today 1 ltoppod into a justice’s court
just as & young man, who had been ar-
rested for theft, was being examined.
Notubnthmd‘hmnymdqqhe
looked incapablé of such s crime. Yet
the evidence fixed the guilt unguestion
ably upon him. Burrounded by agrowd
oljuﬂq‘umud boys, he |
a stolid ‘until questioned by the
Justice, He had pleaded with the
owner of the stolen articley pludod
with the sheriff, until he saw he eould’
not avert mmmuu-mor go-
ing to prision. When questioned as to
his age and residence, he answered in-

tice e ald, “ Must T arewer that giies-
tion 1" #Yes.” was, the as %

s lookof keenest snguish. in }

‘hood, and broken God's oommmdmenﬂ
Had he thought of this when tempted.to
oom:n!twrahg,when yourfeethavoM; @
led you astray, stop and ask yourselves
the question, “What will mother think
when she knows this ?”
mind what that mother would say, and

| act asshe would have you. Oh, mothers?
weary not of well doing; fail not to
lead your boys in such paths that when, '
in after years, they areé thrown into
the midsf of the world’s strife for gain
they may be kept fromeyil,may be gmdod

in wisdom’s ways, by acting according to ,
what they know “mother would say, "

ﬁwm« One way is by mesns of mend
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Make up your

and by doing as mother would have..
them. Boys! how many crimes would .
never have been committed, how many
heartaches never felt, if, when 'we wete
about to do anything about whl&'we
were in doubt, we had asked ourselves
the question, and acted upon its answer,
“ What will mother sayf e

ey S W

Indian l’ost-n.

morn, as sure as the cbcl‘.
y hears the postman’s knock.

Thuonnnotbewd of India. qum
are no knockers, to begin mth,ﬂ!d no
postmen such as are seen in London.
The postoffices, too, are odd places,
notwithstanding all that has been done
to make them better.

A post-office in the country ill&ll‘k
bamboo hut, only lighted by &, lamp
which is nothing more than & wickifis -
sort of shallow pan, more like s large
jukstand than & lamp. Inside the place.
you find some men busy doing whas they
call . “sorting letters,” and you are
asked to throw your letter in among the
rest by wily of posting it. You fei
clined not to do it, fmum,m

“Eve

ere they are. Bntifmﬁvﬂ’
‘this, or ask the postmaster |
Mmdmn‘ there, he answers,
man, Sahkib? O, he's my brother.” ... .
. 44 And this man 7"’ you say, m‘
toonewhohubeonvery’ bk in
deed in Jooking on at other peaple, wark:

it 4if
So, of course,. you can say no re,
T v Qe g g g LTI
postmaster’s grut-mndhthu ~would
give a man anything to do with the
letters or the post officc, and you walk
away, feeling very much as if you hed
just dropped your letter out of your
pocketmcdofhwiug taken it to &
post-office. But if you were to walt‘un-
‘til the end you would see all the letters,
were sorted and fastened up quite safely .
in their proper bags, and taken away 40 .
be sent to their different addresses. -
Now, when there are many more rail- '
ways in India, the laggers go by trains to
almost all the important places, bt in
old times, they were, and even the
country places they are,sent in diffakes

ed runners. These men have to go fw i«
a certain distance carrying the v,
bags, and wearing a little bell, with .
which they give notice of their arriy,

at the place where they are to meetithe .
next runners Then they give the'

men the letters and these go '
meet fresh runners,and in Wn&m
letters are delivered. Butin partsiof the
country, where the mountains aré very
high, the torrents make the paths unfit
for men, or even horses to travel on;s0.8
runner of a different sort is chosen. This
is no less a personage than the elephant.
oloph.nthurmgmu‘h to stand
againet any torrent, and able to wade
through very deep water,s0 you seeshe
is just the personage for a post-
man. P some very little folks
will ask if thcohpbmtmﬁnl&

S | tors inside his frunk, and certainlythey
mmwhm Mwﬁnn‘
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