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TUR, CHRISTIAN, MBSSENGER

The Chrigtian Wessenger. |

which thre ark was borne. Exodus xxwv.

BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1876, -

INTERNATIONAL SERIES.

SuNDay, July 23rd, 1876.—The Temple |

Dedicated.—I ngs viiil. 5-21.
Vs, 12-16.

ComMIT TO MEMORY :

GoLpexy TexT.—“] beseech you there-
fore, brethren, by the mercies of God
that ye present your bodies a hung
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto G
Romans xii. 1.

Dawy ReapiNgs.— Monday, Exodus

xxv. 10-22. Tuesday, Joshua iii. Wed.
nesday, 1 Samuél vi. Tlmrsday, 2 Sam.

vi. 1-17. Friday, 2 Sam. vii. Satfurday,
Johm iv, 19-27, .bunday, Ephesians 1i.
13-22, ?

——

ANarysis,.—JI. Bringing in the ark.
Vs, 5-9. II. Thecloud filling the house.
Vs. 10, 11. IIL Promises referred to.
Vs. 12 13. IV. Blessing the congrega-
tion, Vs. 14-21.

Tre Ovrer Covrrs.—But a small part
of the religious services of the Jewish
nation took place within the roofed
Temple. The holy place admitted the
officiating priests only. The holy of

15.: The ends [heads) of the staves.
Came down- against the partition our-
tain.

Verse 9.~~Nothing in the ark, ete.
Compare Hebrews ix. 4; Exodua Xvi,
33 ; Num. xvii. 10, Either thie. artidles
here mentioned had before this been re-
moved, or, as is perhaps more probable,
they were not placed strictly within,
but beside the ark. Horeb. Probably
the name of the mountain of whxch
Sinai was a peak.

11 -The cloud filling the humc -— Verse
10.—And it came to pass. The whole
worth of the Temple depended upon
God’s acceptance of it, which he now by
the cloud signifies. 7%e cloud filled the
house. Both of its apartments, but not
till the withdrawal of the priests. The
cloud was evidently one of thick black-
ness, and of awful grandeur on this ae-
count, verse 12. So on Sinai, Exodus
xix. 16, and at the setting up of the
tabernacle, Exodus x1. 34-38, especially -
verse 38. The cloud only was seen, the
'Temple disappearing in thissupernatural
symbol of God's holy and awful presence.
Verse 11 —Could not stand to miits
ter,etc. Such a phenomenon naturally

Verse 8.—The staves. The bars by ~ GQume

altar? Did it answer for this occasion ?
Who made the brazen vessels of the
Temple? Was he a Gentile ?

Vs, 6. How. often have the priests
carried the ark before this ? here ?
Into what place was the ark borne?
Under what wings was it left? Were
there still other wings overshadowing

it ?

Vs. 8. Were the staves wholly drawn
out? Why drawn out at all ?

Vs. 9. What were these two tables of
stone? Deut. x. 1-6. Was there ever
anything besides these kept in the ark ?

Vs.'10. What did this oloud symbo-
lize ?

Vs, 11. What was this effect upon the
priests spoken of by “could ~not stand
to minister "¢

Vs. 12. What was Solomon’s motive
in speaking ? Why hisapostrophe unto
Jehovah ?

What does his blessing the congregati
of Israel indicate? Ans. A detout pat-
riotism, Why has the day of such

temples as this one of Solomon'’s passed ?
John iv, 19-25

"s. 14. How had Solomon been facin g.* _

was all on account of that nail; and I
don’t know who put that there; I didn’t."
' Robert was about as unreasonable as un-
fortunate people are apt to be.

“Well, Rob,” said Bessie, at length
“ we've both done something now. Let's
go and confess together.”

“ Confess ! rejoined Robert, slowly ;
“why, I—I don’t belieye—that is"—and
' withont finishing the sentence he care-
fully shut the knife, and going to his
father's toolchest, put it exactly where
he had: found it. Bessie's blue eyes
opened very wide at ‘this proceeding,
and Robert could not meet their look as
he' explained. You see, Bess, John's
going to leave next week, and if father
doesn’t find it out before then, why, he'll
think John did it, and you see, it don't
hurt John, because he won't be here.”

As soon as Bessie could say dnyt.hing
for her amazement at this speech, she
began, “ But, Rob, I thoughtyou said if
you were in my place”—but Robert
rushed off to the garden, not ecaring to

T

holies the high priest alone, and that
but once a yeqq, In the courts, how-
ever, about the temple—for priests,
people, women, strangers, and foreign-
ers, arranged in inner and outer quad-
rangles, separated by walls, pillars,
porticoes, mainly under the open air—
there was room for divine worship on an
extended and an adequate scale, for
great public and national rites, offerings
and sacrifices, processions, addresses,
and prayers. Now the roofed Temple,
with all its outer courts and: furnishings
is all completed. The day of dedication
comes. The time is in October, at the
feast of tabernacles; but this year the
ceremony covers two weeks instead of
one. Tens of thousands of sheep and
oxen are prepared for sacrifice: every-
body contributes to the great™propitia-
tory rite. Singers and musicians from
all parts are invited, chieftains, officers,
guards, and porters, priests without re-
gard to courses, the whole tribe of Levi,
indeed, all who can be brought, are
summoned to the dedication, the great-
est ever performed under the Mo#gaic

' chief hope of his father David’s heart,

filled the priests with fear approaching
to terror, as at Sinai. It unnerved
them. The glory of the Lord. From
out the black cloud we may suppose to
have flashed the fire which at Sinai, and
s0 commonly, betokens God’s presence.
Exodus xxiv. 17; Deut. iv. 24; ix. 3.
II1. Solomon’s words.— Verse 12, 13.
—These verses contain the words of
dedication. A recognition of Jehovah
as in the cloud: Leviticus xvi. 2. He
then says to Jehovah, I harve surely
built thee an house,etc. Thisis virtually |,
saying, “ Accept this house which I have
built for thee, to be ‘thine own house,
and dwell in it as the settled place of
thine abode forever.”

Verse 14.—Turned his face. He was
between the congregation and the cloud.
Hence while addressing Jehovah his
back had been turned toward them.

Verse 15. — Blessed Ue the Lord
[Jehovah] God of Israel. Homest words
from an honest and full heart. The

and the chief hope of his own, was

economy.  The ark, removed from the
city of David, is come toward the holy |
of holies. The gates fly open. The |
God of Israel is installed in his new and
appropriate dwelling. A cloud fills the
Temple, so that the priests cannot stand
in it to minister; and Solomon, acting
in priestly character, standing upon an
elevated brazen throne before the as-
sembled people crowding the spacious |
courts, blesses the congregation of |s- |

rael. It was a great occasion indeed. :

Exrosition.— Note. — The reason for;
choosing the feast of Tabernacles for |
the time of dedication was that this |
feast commemorated their tentlife in |
the years of wandering, as an experience
of the past, and in contrast with their |
fixed abode in the promised land. The
tabernacle had been given to attend
those wanderings, and now the fixed
Temple took its place. Thus the dedi-
cation was in the very spirit of the festi-
val, and it was worth their while to wait
as they did eleven months i order to
have the dedication come in connection
with the Feast,
with our lesson, 2 Chron. vi. 1-11,

L The ark brought in.— Verse 5.—All
‘the congregation of Israel. Summoned
especially for this great and long-antici- |
pated service. Verse 1. The concourse
must have been immense. Before the
ark. Doubtless as it was brought into
the priests’ court of the Temple. For
the furniture of this court see 2 Chron
iv. 1-8," It seems probable from 2 Chron. 4
v. 0, that the tabernacle also was
brought with the ark to be deposited |
somewhere in the temiple. Sheep and |
Including both sheep and goats, |
and of the herds, or cattle. Could not |
be told, etc.

Verse 6.— The priests brought in the,
ark. Already brought up. Num. iii.
313 1 Chron. xv. 25-29, Comp. Joshua |
iv. 10; vi. 12; 2 Samuel. xv. 29, The!
Oracle—The Wi ord———a name given to the |
Most Holy Place, because there was the |
place of God's presence, from which h
spake or made revelations to his pedple.
The cherubims. This plural is simply |
cherubim. The colossal figures deseribed
last week. : |
. Verse' T.-Spread forth, etc.
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See vi.

: nificent structure, in its devotion to
| Jehovah, and in
Jehovah.

' 1s, speaking of God as though having a

| all the conditions requisite for the con-

. Compare 2 Samuel vii. 2
See for parallel accountds

' and speaking.

realized in the completion of this mag-

its acceptance by
If it was a moment of awe,
and even of terror, to the people, it
was also a moment of solemn and sube
lime joy. Spake with his mouth . . . .
with his hands fulfilled. Vivid parti-
cularity and anthropomorphism ; that

man’s form. Solomon saw no exclusion®
of divine agency in the fact of human
agency. xi»q

Verse 16.—Chose no city .. . but I
chose David. Not accidental that the
choice of a city was postponed till after
the choice of David, for David was the
typical king of Israel, brought Israel to
the summit of its national greatness,
actually won and made a suitable city
for the national capital which fitly took
his name, and so brought into existence

struction of a temple adequate for_its
- glorious purposes. ,

' have to tell mother ? It would only make

—Baptist Teacher. hear his own words repeated just then.

Bessie stood still on the barn floor,
looking thoughtfully towards the door
where - Robert disappeared. A single
streak of sunlight edged its way through
a crack, making a perfect glory of her
wavy, flaxen hair, 0 that she formed
quite a pretty little picture, as she stood
in a deep thought for full ten minntes.
At last a light flashed into her eyes, and
she ran out to figd Robert. She came
upon him, gloomxl) pulling up weeds in
his garden.
“ Rob,” . she said, “I've just this mo-
ment thought of that wverse I learned
this morning, and I'm going todo it.”
“ What was it ?"" asked Robert, without

Sunday, July 30th 1876. —Solomon’s
Prayer.—1 Kings viii. 22-30. ¢

YOUTHS DEPARTMENT.

Robert's advice to Bessie,

Une sunny Saturday morning, not
long ago, Robert 8;——sat on the bench
in his teol-house, busily at work. Pres-
ently his little sister Bessie came in.
“ I've done something dreadful, Rob :
though it wasn’t my fault, either. You
won't tell, will you ? " she asked looking
up doubtfully.

“XNo, I won't,” he replied promptly,
interested at the prospect of sharing a looking up.

secret. “1 don’t remember exactly, but it's
* Well "—and here Bessie drew a long | something about ¢ whose confesseth his
breath— I went to get a drink of water, | sins shall have mercy ;' and soI'm going
and there was one of those thin fancy | t0 conféss my fault to mother, becanse
tumblers, you know, on the table. I |‘mercy’ means she won'tcare much.” '
wanted much to drink out of it because | - To this rather loose explanation Rob-
mother’s so afraid about them that she | ert only replied, “ Tell her, then,” still
never lets me. I was as careful as I | keeping his eyes on the weeds.

could be ; but when I was just going to Robert didn’t see Bessie again till
put it back'ort the table. somebody open- | dinner time, and then he knew by her
ed the door. I thought it was mother, | lively chatter that the burden was off
and I was so frightened that I let the | her mind at least. How he envied her!
tumbler drop on the floor, and”’—Bessie | If he could only have the same peace !
then stopped to check b arising sob: | But no, he hadn’t the courage to pay
~ “ Wentall to smash, did it?” inquir- | the price—confession ; so he ate his din-
ed Rob sy mpathetwall) Bessie nodded | nersilently enough, never opening his
very ruefully. mouth except to put food in it.

“ Whew !"” whistled Rob. *“ What did As they arose from the table;Mrs, S,
mother say ?” ¢ said to her husband. # I wish you
“O! it wasn't mother at all. It was only | wquld fasten this window so that it won't
Bridget. O, Rob! do you think I shall | rattle in the night.”

“O yes, [will!” he answered. It
needs a wedge, doesn’t it ? Robert, run |
to the barn and get my ‘new knife
which you will find in the upper drawer
of the toolchest.”

her.” - Poor conscience-struck Robert! He
This was quite a plausible view of the | did as he was bidden , and handed the
matter, and Bessie longed to hear Robert | knife to his father, hopingfervently that
approve of it. At last he said, “ Do you | he wouldn't open thatblade. Mr, S,——
really want my advice, Bess?” did though ; and when questioned, Rob-
“Yes. What would you do?” ert had to tell the whole story. When
“ Well, if I were in your place, Bess, | he had finished, his father said sternly :

her feel vexed if she knew one of them
was broken; if I don't tell her perhaps
she won't miss it, and won'i feel grieved
about it. I'm sure I don't want to vex

Verse 17.~—1t was in the heart, etc.

Verse 18, 19.—Compare 2 Samuel viii.
5-16. | \

Verse 20.—And the Lord [Jehovah] |
hath performed his word, etc. It was a |
consideration which not only might well |

' allay fear, but inspire assurance and E
? Joy, that the glory of that hour was but |

the fulfilment of eéxpli¢it and cherished

and cherished
and acted on by them and the people.
Verse 21.—1 have set there a place for |
the ark, ete. Specially named, as the
ark, with the tables of the law, was that |
“lud made the Most Holy Place to be | :
the most holy. The law wasGod spoken i
The stones bore that |
law, the ark contained those stones, the

' most Holy Place contained that ark.

Such was the order of sanctifying eﬁlcacy
radiating from the living centre of God's |
nature. We too are sanctified as we{
partake of the divine nature, through
his words of truth and grace as a law |
hidden in pour heart, o t’lpl:Z(qu and |

glorify, As Solomon wént batk to the
ancient days to link this with ,ﬂl cov-

enant mercies and covenant | ea of
the past, 0 do we also go - %
the same line in the eternal nrpose of"

God's electing Tove to us in Christ, i

{"honest thing to do, really.
several reasons why its better to be hon-
. est about anything of that kind. One

iof superiority, and ‘said,
' promises of good made to the honored
' David and to Solomon,

' you think.”

. chapge in his face.

I'd tell her. You knéw that's the onl y Now let us look at what you have
There are | done. You have wilfully disobeyed me;
and besides that, you have concealed
your guilt as long as possible in hope of |
throwing some blame on some one else.:
You may go to your room, and stay. till
I give you leave to come down.”

All the afternoon Robert spent along

is, perhaps she'll forgive you.”. And so
Robert took up his boat again, feeling
that the minister himself couldn't have
given better advice in the case. As for
poor Bessie, she resented Robert's tone
quickly, 1.
don’t much believe you would tell her,
after all, Rob.

then ringing peals of laughter reached
his ears from the room below, where
It isn't half as easy as | Bessie and Laura were having a fine
time together, he thought bitterly that
“ Perhaps it isn’t easy. Who said it | Bessie had forgotten him' in his trouble.
was? But I hope I should be honest e- | and disgrace. But he was mistaken, for
nough for that.” And self-righteous Rob l when Laura had gone home, and it began
brought down th& hammer with all his | to grow dark, Bessie went to her father's
might on the knife with which he wassplit- | study, and pleaded her brother’s cause
ing a piece of wood. Alas for him! It 1 earnestly, “Poor Rob! He'll get so
struck on an unseen nail, which snapped | lonely ; I'm afraid he'll throw himself
 off the slender point in a trice. When | out of the window, or do something
he drew out the pointless, blunted | dreadful.”
blade, he gazed at it in dismay ; “hlle; Robert was sitting by the window in
Bessie, in spite of her troubles, couldn’t | his room when Bessie softly gpened
help laughing a little at the sudden | the door and said, “ Are you here Rob ?
| 1ts sosdark 1 ean! &/see-” _

Robert’s feelings, and he muttered that | ahswer, ¢ Yes of course.” ' :
he didn’t see what business that old nail | ¢ I'ni Aid" Well father - says ?oui
had there)” ‘and other not very amiable | can comerlown now. il 4
remarks to the same effect, i s Robert jumped up eagerly

_care, I do believe ;°

Q"tm"x?“ : yet:' T‘:d!:h:tf " W KnIe, | Y O,

mon the year was the _ tﬁo hto]d ' “18

Solomon dedicated? Wi thie dediter | 1O ne he Ws Bot tpwoug 1 . | ”Well; yott are &' r&lgood mlrl. you
He mean't yow,” replied Robert, | are,” saitl Rbi) falteringly, and.

tion held under the roofed Temple ? : ’ after ,g

|' Vs. 5. Where were the people as- sharply; “but 1 know how to use a P"“SO added, “ 1’11 takeitallback

sembled ? With what was.this inner kr_nife. I never hurt a knife before in wha.tlmd his mormng. \Ouaretvncg

court furnished? Where had' the ark | my life, and this wasn’t my fault. It|as honest as I am.” ,

been of late? How large was the brazen

“0 no, Rob! but you did give me somg
good advice,” said Bessie, mischeivously,

“Don’t, Bess," pleaded llob “I'm go
ashamed of myself."

it,” And. she kept her promise; byt

Rob never forgot that Saturday’s lesson
——Early Days.

—— S G-
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“May 1 go down in the meadow,” saiq
little Ellie, “ and see the men make hay?
I won't go anywhere else, mother ; Mo,
indeed, I won't ! you may trust me this
time."

Ellie said that because she had once
been naughty, and gone down to the
village, when her mother gave her leaye
only to ge to a neighbor's house. When
she was allowed to go to the hay-meadow
she ran off merrily, quite -intending to
keep her promise, and stay just there

.

knew they would give her a ride on the
big hay- “wagon.

But it was early in the aftemoon, and
the sun was hot in the meadow. Ellie
grew tired, by-and-by, of tumbling the
hay about, and jumping over the frag-
rant hillocks. Over in the woods it look-
ed shady and cool, and somebody had
told her there was a pérsimmon-tree
there. So without stopping to remem.
ber that she promised to go nowhere
else, she hurried afross the meatlow,
and was soon in the cool shadow of
the woods.

t hat she was doing wrong : but she put
the t.hought out of her mind. It was
so nice there—and if she should really
find . the persxmmom! “Mother won't
"' she said to herself,
‘And she wandered on, picking flowers,
and gathering huckleberries, and paddl-
ingin a brook that ran through the
woods for a long, long time. She did.
not know how late it was, till she saw
the sun lying in long red lines between
the trees. Then she began to think it
was time to go home, and started, as she
thought, in the right direction.

‘But these were strange woods to Ellie;
shé had neverbeen so far alone, and she
did not know at all the right way. Every
step took her farther and farther from
the hay-meadow, and it %as not long
before she found, to her dismay, that
she was lost. Then, indeed, she was

| frightened, and the recollection of her

disobedience made her feel so much
the worse. She ran to and fro, and tried
many different paths, but all in vain.

miss her. The men came in to supper,
and the mother asked: “ Where is Ellie?"

But nobody knew. They sent around to
the neighbors, but no one had seen her.
Then her father and brothers went into
the woods to'search for her, but she had
strayed so far away that it was morning
before they found her. She had cried
herself to sleep, and God had taken
care of the naughty little girl all through
the dark night.

When she was found at last you can
imagine how glad evérybody was, They
made a sort of chair out of green boughs,

and Ellie rode on this,as it rested on the
men’s shoulders. When the neighbor’s
children saw her coming, they shouted,
and ran to tell her mother. ‘It was a

in his room, and when every now and | Joyful procession that marched through

the hay-meadow, but Ellie looked down
ashamed and sorrowtul.

“You never can forgive me, mother ;
I was so naughty,” she said

But her mother kissed her, and held
her tight in her arms. “There is Joy in
heaven when a sinner repents,”’ she
“}uapmed “And I know my little girl
is sorry.”— Young Reaper.

Our prayer and God’s mercy are like
two buckets in a well ; while the one
ascends, the other descends.

P — 4

To individual faithfulness, and to the

energy of the private conscience, God
has committed the real huury a.nd _pro-
This' was 'anything but soothing to  She drew abreathof relief at bu duxmq gress of mankind, i

W ". v

SELI -A—Do you want to lllwlwth an

against yl'fqm you have thé most reason

s
e Wiy Robw-exelalmed Bessie, sud- | ask lum'to bobme?” 5 liatin oyt

- it LIRS I8

“Did you'| to,guard. Yourself 7' Ygut" gﬂh :
/ wxllswa youafsir lik enm« ’m

'

“Well, T won't ever say a word abou

until the men went home ; when she °

Once there she remembered suddenly -

At home, by this time,; they began to
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