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Between twe Verses. | 

« When he came to himself, he sald r 
vill -arise and go to my father, and will {with 

say unto; hit Father, I have pod sor | 
: . make me as one of thy pio rt i 

nals "e—Loxe xv. 19. 

will He recéiye mé7—me, wand’rer, i | 
Who long have strayed in sinful 8 Fal 

tower to 10 be called His child 7 
© show me lovin Kindress 

In far off land from want i | 
Away from home and frien y care; 

With none to love, none to cherish. 
I will return with humble prayer. 

ill he receive me? ‘ 

Will he receive me? Sure he is good ; 
E’en hired servants still sup ios 

With bounteous care their daily food, 
While here his son with Sg 8 

ill vm h I will return, with deep repentin 
I'll serve ve Him as His hutible A : 

1 will return, perhaps relenting, 
His mercy may the sinner save. 

ill he receive me ? 

“ And he arose and came to his father. | 
But when he was yet a great + oe off; 
his father saw him and h 
and ran and fell on his on lop an kines 
him. l—LUER XV. 20. : Tu 

“ASSOCIATIONAL SERMON. 
True Wisdom, its great work, Ms Hak 

-
 i 

A SERMON PREACHED BEFORE THE 
NOVA SCOTIA EASTERN BAPTIST 
ASSOCIATION . AT, RIVER HEBERT, 
Jury 107TH, 1876. 

By Rev. J. E. GoucHER. 

(Published by special request.) 

‘“ And they that be wise shall shine as 
the rt of the firmanent, and they 
that ¢ many to righteousness as the 
stars me and ever.” -DaAN, xii. 3, 

I. True wisdom, What is it? 
You answer broadly, That enlighten- 

ment or knowledge which enables one 
to make the most of life. We do not 
object to the definition, though it will 
be variously interpreted by individuals 
who regard it from different stand- 
points. I suppose the man of rich 
estate in our Lord's parable thought he 
was making the most of life while add- 
ing acre to acre and bringing the whole 
to the highest state of cultivation, when 
tearing away old premises and building 
new ones of larger capagity, and crowd- 
ing granaries, storehouses and barns 
with the fruits of the soil. The time 
had come for which he had toiled so 
hard and long. He could now spend 
the evening of his days in luxurious 
retirement. 
Was he wise? The world’s answer 

is, Yes, he did aright to be industrious 
and saving, to take advantage of all 
favouring circumstances, and when his 
fortune would warrant it, to promise 
himself ease and contentment now that 
he is exempt from living by the sweat 
of his brow. But the world overlooks 
the sordid principles that had governed 
all his life and acts, he had lived only 
for self and the present life, and, when 
death came, it proved him to be, what 
God pronounced him, a fool ; it separ- 
ated him from his ‘worldly 2oods, and 
he had nothing left. = So,” says our 
Lord, “is ‘he that layeth up treasure 
for himself, and is not rich toward 

God.” But it may be objected that 
this is' an extreme type of worldliness 
and selfishness, that it is probable this 
man in his: struggle for wealth, rode 
rough-shod over the poor, was deaf to 
the cries of the fatherless, and blind to 
the tears of the widow. Well, be it so. 

Let me take an exumple of milder 
type from the same history. Here is 
a young man who has risen to opulence, 
we know mot how, but he seems to 
bave retained all those finer feelings 
and sensibilities that actuate noble 
souls. He is so amiable and lovable 

that our Lord himself regards him with 
admiration and affection. He was a 
a Jew, well versed in thé law. He 
had striven hard, and not without 
Success, to keep the ‘commandments. 
His profession of honesty and chastity 
lies unchallenged before the Lord. 
He seemed’ an earnest and sincere 

but they 
for the ys baubles of time, they 
allow their love for worldly 
block their entrance into the wa. 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
their way, is their folly.” 
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potion, that. manly brow con. 

his noble form assumes an 
og: if wot defiant attitude. 

They 4 Ruse industrious, amigble, 
pectable. So far, good } 

Ing an eternal inheritance 

wealth to 

“This, 

To make the most of life with’ many 
d the intellect, to enlarge 

their ae yo f knowledge. Not centent 
to reap where others have sowed they 
must break up néw ground, they must 
dive into" unsounded depths, and tread 

pledee untrodden hitherto. 
This is well so far as it goes, hy 4 if our 
‘researches, terminate “with human 

if we do not widen the 
_, | sphere, cof = observation beyond: the 

boundaries of this world ‘and the pres- 
ent life, theén all our stores of | © 

Again, you think you ‘make the most 
- S- when yoli aré éxtracting from 

collie the greatest amount 
of ws That may or it may not | 
be uns’ ‘Sure I am, pleasure is not 
the great end of life; 

If the “of our earthly sojourn 
were the sum total of human existence | 
then I would say to be as happy as 

ssible would req making the most of 
ife. But this is not the case. This 
life is but the dawn of an unending 
day, the narrow vestibule of the grand 
temple of eternity, the wardrobe where 
mortals are expected to. attire them- 
selves for the Banqueting Hall of the | 
King of kings. The life to come is 
largely dependant upon the character 
of the life that now is. 

If*we would make the most of life, 
beloved, we must so shape our ends, so 
compass the sphkere of present oppor- 
tunity, so spread our sails as to catch | 
every favouring freeze, especially, so 
yield ourselves to God in Christ that 
we may have an abundant entrance 
ministered to us into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

True wisdom is true relig 0% des- 
pised by the multitude, pro fessed by 
many, but loved and practically illus- 
trated by few. Its charadteribtics as 
given by the Apostle James are, first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy 
to be entreated, full of “mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality and with- 
out hypocrisy.” Here are the attributes 

jectively, as revealed in-the Scriptures, 
or subjectively, as revealed in the lives 
of true believers. These answer to 
each other as face answers to face in a 
glass, as the type to the printed page. 

our Lord Jesus Christ. Then a public | 
avowal of Christ before the world. 

Afrerward faithful continuance in well 
doing. These, on the maaward side, 
are the successive steps im wisdom’s 
WAYS. 

Il. Having noticed the nature of 
true wisdom, let me bring before you 
wisdom’s great = work. It is not a 
treasure to lie in the mind like gold in 
the coffers of the miser unemployed, or 
simply to feast our eyes upon, It is a 
thoroughly operative principle. It is, 
in fact, the new life, Christ the wisdom 
of God, enshrined in the human soul, 
and Christ, whether in heaven, on 

earth, or in a believer's heart, is al-’ 

ways and everywhere a worker. You 

obtained the pearl of great price, = 
have publically avowed your al 
to Christ, you engaj 
this life with holier - feelings and nobler 

motives, you embrace many opportani-i| bro 

ps Nova Scotia, Wednesday, August 2, 1876. 

| duties are seldom ne glected, and you 
imagine this is all 

ar's lips, | are required” a; 
or strain was | conceive it is 

wi is put Sal uh wh 

you can do, all you 
fh ib I 

Here our religion eteriorates 
foto pe rsatly It is, right, it1is wise 
“to carefully guard our own vineyard: 

ied sacrifice is too great, and | from intrusion, to surround ourselves 
Be away, while t tender With all the walls of defense that God 

esus follows his, retreating | in ‘has ed. © Biv: Bot of 
Hina hs 4 as hat is 

Was he wise? Did he make. the |to “himself.” ahi 8 the argu- 
owt Jife ? | He represents a host of | ment, of Paul, an feces, pt whole 

‘whom the world appluuds. tengr'o 
tian, are to be drawn up intd a system 
of benevolent agencies. | We are work- 
ers together with ‘God. "The saved 
portion of humanity is'to act upon the 
unsaved masses till all are rescued from 
the ruins ‘of the fall. The world's 
conversion is not very 
christian men and women everywhere 
come to realize that the objeet that 
brought ‘Christ from ‘heaven to earth, 
that hurried him on the" ‘manger 
to Gethsemane and’ from thehice to the 
Cross on Calvary, is the one paramount 
objeet of life. Then our ideal of a 
Christian ¢hurch will be realized, then 

eth | to look out upon the sea of life and 

Scripture, our lives, 8s chris- | wave a treasure, the value of which is 

ee —— ee tt 8 er te ee ee nt —— 

our perception of eternal vétitios and’ 
steeped to forgetfulness our religious 
sensibilities must be sought out and 
removed. All pholy 2 alliances with. 
the world patti Severed. 'Séepticism | 
that. must be cut up 
by the roots, and whatever has a ten- 
deney, consciously or unconsciously, to 
tone down the threatened - penalties of 
violated law or slighted mercy must be 
corrected. We must school seurselves 

behold in every unsaved human being 
a goodly craft, bearing upon its crested . 

infinitely beyond the arithmetic of 
angels to compute, while these crafts 
with this immortal treasure are being 
scuttled in mid-ocean by their own 
wretched, intoxicated crews, or rushing 

tempest. and the sport of the merciless 
billows. 

Haste, then to the rescue ye saved 
of the Lord, Launch the bho a 
bear down upon these sinki 

| of humanity. Some realize their one 
‘condition and have hoisted the signal 

on. without compass or rudder towards.’ 
far off, when the gulf of perdition, the prey of every 

to the Province as also every 
its revenues and every inch of the 

oe vim. not bg accounted by God | { 

a 

{ cannot do your work. You have at- 

of true religion, whether. viewed ob- 

Repentance toward God and faith inj 

may be wise unto salvation, you have | 

in the work - ‘com svg 

* wisdom ' will be Justified ‘of her 
chilly aut 

To “turn any to righteousness,” is 
the Ohristian’s great work. But how 
v this to be done’? This is a question 

grave import. ‘May og it of 
Gag direct the ahowirs” FT 
. 1. "We must Ag ed Ww 
conviction that calls us to this 
work, that it is ou# work. = Just here 
numbers in out foe fail to realize 
their résponsibilities. They have vague 
notions of duty in regard to helping 
forward in a general way the caose of 
God, by ‘supporting the. institutions of 

“With the 

religi ot but seem to have little or no 
Nea OF jor! “to ' the 
work of ay It is all well to 

devote a ‘large ion of your sub- 
stance to sobthin the ministry in your 
‘midst and send peace ambassadors to 
distant lands. But this service, how- 
ever important, must not supersede 
direct personal effort to “rescue the 
perishing.” 
Your ministers, however faithful 

tempted to serve God by proxy all too 
long. Some members in our churches 
are, thank God, awaking to the im- 
portance of this ‘matter “and begin to 
sip the "sweets ‘of personal service. 
The begin to realize how much can 

one the workshop, on the farm, 
el the counter, and in any and 
every place where they come into con- 
tact with unsaved men. 

At this point, beloved, we must get 
a fair start in this blessed race for the 
‘world’s, conversion, Here, brethren in 
the ministry, the trumpet must give no 
uncertain sound. Our success as pas. 
tors will largely depend upon the num- 
ber we, by the grace of God, arg en- 
abled to enlist in the direct work of 
soul winning. 
The most successful church is not 
Hectos tly? the ‘largest numerically." 
Nor thé one that boasts ‘of its wealth 
and’ inflééntial membership, but rather’ 
the -on8 which’ sénds out into Christ's 
harvest Sields the ' largest number of 
Aaithfal, “'sélfedenying,  soul-winning 

ness" then, we must feel that God 
calls’ ud ’té ‘this*‘special, direct work, 
and give ourselves heartily to it. 

2. But farther, if we would * turn 
many to mij b poids. we must get our 
own hea d more deeply for poor 
sinnérs. ne not void of sympathy for 
his fellow." ‘We gladly share our neigh- 
bour’s sorrow and come to the rescue 
when temporal slant “threatens. The 
seen and temporal t ‘tis’ much, the 

unseen and — — little. A whole 
community is stitred to its depths afd 
draped in mouvning when one of its 
honored citizens die, while hundreds in 

lightning speed ta'eternal doom, and 
‘the gay world. dashes on, and, must I 
say it, the gay'‘chureh too, but dimly 

tremendous issues. 
slambers must ‘be 
r has! producedithis 

seeker after the highest attainable ties for spiritual development, private | 

Y | ity than the man of talent who occupies | ™ 

workers, * To * turn many to righteous- | 

that same community are rushing with | 

of distress, They invite you to board 

turn a deaf ear to: their cries, or their 
blood will erimson our skirts, nor must | 
those be left to: perish; without. a des. 
perate effort to save them whe have no 
realization of their danger and even 
ridicule our anxieties and look with 
supreme. indifference upon the efforts 
we make for their salvation. Our 
ow. with Doddridge, still must 

“M I feel-the mournful scene ; 
My bowels year o'er dying men ; 
ye fain my pity/would reclaim, 
Andsnatch thefirebrands from theflame.” 

Would you “turn many’to righteous- 
ness,” then, in view of their terrible 
exposedness to eternal. death, in view 
of the ‘infinite value of the soul and 
the sinners’ indifference in regard to its 
danger or its safety, get your hearts 
more thoroughly aroused on their be- 
half ‘and study to find out arguments, 
to present motives, and produce incen- 
tives that, with God's blessing, may 
move and melt the heart of stone and 
so win them to Christ. 

3. As this branch of our subject is of 
the utmost importance I would add 
further, If you would turn many to 

| righteousness,” you must depend upon 
the Holy Spirit for that mysterious 
unction, that sacred anointing, without 
which success cannot be ensured. We 
cannot be too emphatic here. This 
has always been an article cardinal in 
the creed of Baptists and no amount of 
denominational prosperity or literary 
furnishing must blind us to its absolute 
importance. You pray often and ear- 
nestly that a double portion of the 
Holy Spirit may rest upon your minis- 
ters, They need it much, but, don't 
forget you need it as well. 
The humblest disciple going forth 

under His influence and control will 
accomplish more for Christ and human- 

high position in the church, if he have 
not this Divine anointing. Would it 
be too much to say that there are many 
private ‘members in our churches who 
are honored, to win more souls to 
Christ, than many a pastor whose 
learning and eloquence make him’ 
famous in the eyes of men. They that 
honor God by depending upon his 
Holy Spirit, will in turn be honored of 
Him, while they that despise him Jy 
turning away from his promised he 
shall by Him be so lightly esteemed 
that their work shall go for nought. 

if we are to gather many jewels to 
adorn the brow of Jesus, the wisdom 
that makes us skilliul in the blessed 
work must come from above. 

( Conrlusion next week.) 

There is meaning in the anecdote 
told of the Scotch woman who was 
reading # Pilgrim's Progress, : with 
Notes,” and was asked by poet him- 
self if she understood the. Sod 

Brethren, in the pulpit and in the pew, | 

WHOLE SERIES. 
Vol. XL., No. 31. 

For the Christian Miasediger: 

Concerning the University of Halifax, 

Mr. Editor,— 
Does co-operation with this Univer. 

sity involve the ultimate destruction of 
our , denominational Colleges and the ; 
establishment in their place of one 
non-denominational 
University ? 
be sounded; loud and long. If nay, 
then are we free to accept or reject, 
according as we may or may not dis- 
‘cover merit in the new plan. For. 
myself, I cannot foresee the unhappy 
consequences of 
people are fearful. 
this University being a stepping stone 
to a teaching University. 
have that teaching University. already. 
—a Central University—a State Uni- 

teaching State 
It yea, then let the alarm 

which some of our. 
We talk about 

Why we 

versity—every stone of which belongs 
dollar of 

ground on which .its magnificent pro- 
portions stand! We have had it for 
the last thirteeen years in the very 
centre of the Province. © It was created 
by Act of Parliament. It had large 

- revenues. It got a Baptist Governor 
et and lot them [to a haven of | 1 Board and a Wesleyan also, and 
safety, . Ve (cannot, we must not}, Churchman, and soon. It got a 

Baptist Professor from Acadia College, 
It even approached all the Colleges in 
a bland apd winning way, asking them 
to consider the propriety of giving up 
the denominational system. In many 
other ways it has sought to gain ground 
and, become the one Central Teaching 
University, to the overthrowing of all 
others, and yet, after thirteen years, 
what is it? A Provincial University 
~only .in name, "$It has not destroyed 

| the , Colleges, or any of them, or hin-, 
dered their growth and progress in any 
degree. And what it is in itself, Dal- 
housie owes to denominational zeal 
The State teaching College is not 
congenial to our soil. It has never 
flourished. There is no depth of earth 
for it in this country. It never has 
and never can get firm root in Nova 
Scotia, We have, by one event and 
another, settled irrevocably into the 
denominational system, and we have on 
that plap built up Colleges which no 
government can overturn, which no 
amount of planning and masipulation 
can materially injure, which will -con- 
tinue to flourish as long as we, the 
owners of them, by our benevolence 
and coungel, support. and direct. them. 
You have seen the lordly oak planted 
by our forefathers ; striking itz roots as 
deep and wide as its great branches 
rise upward and overspread the earth. 

tree up and east it into the sea as to 
attempt to overthrow Acadia College. 
Those be strong and healthy roots she 
has planted in the hearts of the thirty 
thousand Baptists of these Provinces. 
Those be splendid branches she waves 
in the sight of all men. For many 
generations may they flourish. What 

say .of Acadia, may I not say of 
Kings and Mount Allison? Yea, 
verily. Do they accept the Govern- 
ment plan of one examination for all 
to lose themselves eventually in that 
grand central State teaching Univer- 
sity ? Nay, nay. Do the Roman 

Catholics accept that plan to give up 
their individuality and commit their 
young men to, the teaching of a State 

niversity 7 Not likely. 
But I know the fearful ones are ap- 

prehensive that at the end of five 
years, when the College grants are to 
cease, the Government of ‘that day may 
in some ppexpected moment metamor- 
phose this Examining ‘University into 
# Teachin® University | It is for such 
to show how this can be done. I pre- 
dh the Government of that day wil! 
find it the most judicious thing to 

vern the country “according to the 
well understood wishes of the people.” 

J If the people of that day or of any 
future day say, We would not have a 

and by reason of the long establishment 
of the denominational Colleges we 

| could not if we would, the State Uni- 
versity would then have to be again 

'¢ postponed indefinitely. But some will 

—
 

pd rer inertia, whatever has deadened ‘she said, * all but the notes.” say, Great is the power of manipulation, 

You might as well attempt to pull that t 

State teaching University if we could, 


