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here | iq 8 living outside of our own churches, 
uppose, for instance, that even the 
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respected, othéfwise, such a minister 
might be, if he persisted in his course, 
I suppose that every Baptist and every 
Pedo-baptist too would say that the 
church could do nothing less than ex- 
clude him. But suppose that having 
been excluded, and the, illustration 
might apply equally to other errors, he 
unites with a Pedo-baptist church for 
which his error only qualifies him. 
Being a regular, consistent, pions’ and 
baptized member of the Pedo-baptist’ 
body, what shall the Baptist church 
do now, in regard to communing with 
him? Act in accordance with its pre- 
vious discipline ? or by a false charity, 
stultify itself, and offer a premium to’ 
error, by admitting to privileges those 
that are without, from which it would’ 
exclude its own members? And yet 
if we open the door to baptized 
Christians who are beyond the pale of 
our own control and discipline, upon 
what ground can we close it against the 
brother specified. In what different 
position does he stand from others? 
Are they consistent, pious, devoted, 
baptized Christians, &c. So is Re. 
Ah but you say, we have excluded 
him. Yes, but let it be remembered 
that if others were members with us 
and did as they do, we would be under 
the necessity, however painful, of ex- 
cluding them also. 
The ovly rule then, as it seems to 

me, for admitting to the Lord's table, 
that is not actually in conflict with the 
proper. administration of church dis- 
cipline, is, to admit our own members 
and the members of ‘sister churches or 
ofgthose holding the same faith and 
practising the same discipline. By any 
other rule, so far as I am able to per- 
ceive, a church will be repeatedly re- 
ceiving, or at least liable to receive at 
any time to the Lord's table, those 
whom it would preclude or exclude 
from its own membership. This is a 
uiet but sure method of sapping the 
oundations of Baptist churches by offer- 
ing a preminm to remain without, 
“For what have I to do to judge them 

also that are without? Do not ye Judge 
them that are within ? 1 Cog. xv, 12, 

¥ Now we commend you, brethren, in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, that 
ye withdraw yourselves from every 
rother that walketh disorderly, and 

not after the tradition which ye received 
of us.” 2 Tunas, iii, 0. 

“ Now I praise you, brethren, that you 
remember us in all things, and keey 
the ordinances (traditions) as | delivered 
them to you.” 1 Cox. xi. 2. , 


