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BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1576.
INTERNATIONAL SERIES.

Suxpay, Nuanber 5th, 1876.—Saul’s
W—Ach ix. 1-18. :

e —

Cosnarr vo Mewory : Vs. 17, 18 ‘

Gowpex Texr—“ A new heart also
will I give you."— Esekiel xxxvi. 26.
(See whole verse.)

Dany Rzapivcs.— Monday, Acts xxii.

1-16. Philippians iii. 4-14.
We b xxv.34-46. Thurs-
day, xvii. 1-5. Friday, 2 Cor.
xi. 23-21. Saturday, 1 Cor. xv. 1-10.

Sunday, 1 Tim. i. 12-17.

Axarvsis—IL Saul's cruel errand. Vs.
s fo him. Vs.
3-6. III. Brought to Damascus. Vs.
7-9, 1V. Service of Ananias. Vs. 10-18.

Exrosiriox.—We turn from the desert

road on the south of Palestine, to a}.

desert road on the north; from the
hcdchrabu,metombader
near Damascus.” Our Scripture brings
before us Saul's journey, vision, seclu-
sion, and baptism. In Lessons I-11I we
saw the judges judged ; in this we see
the srrester arrested. Yet the end is
not e wrath, but love ; not ruin, but
salvation. See parallel accounts in xxii.
1-16; xxvi. 9-18.

L The Journey. Verse 1.—Yel. At
and immediately after Stephen’s martyr-
dom (viii. 3). Breathing out threaten-
ings and sloughter. A happier transla-
tion is “ breathing menace and murder.”
The whole inner man, the spirit of the
man, was “menace and murder,” snd
his breath was laden with these. Against
the disciples of the Lord. This both ex-
plains the reason, and designates the
objects of Saul's hate. It was no per-
sonal quarrel, it was religious zeal, zeal
for God’s honor, as he und-utood,orh
rather misunderstood it. xxvi. 9. Went
unto the high-priest. Showing that Saul
himself was the prime mover and lead-
ing spirit in the persecution, and that
be was not merely drawn into it by
others. As the Senhedrim gave the
lotter (vs. 14 ; xxvi. 10 ; xxii. 5), Saul
naturally applied to the high-priest, who
was its president. See v. 17, 27.

Verse 2.— Letters to Damaseus. Writs
authorizing him to make arrests in
Damascus. This city “hu.tymenth
250,000 inhabitants, of whofn 70,000 are
Christians of the Greek and Byriac
Chusches,” the rest Moslems. On its
early history, see Gen. xv. 2; xiv. 15;
2 Sam. viii. 6; 1 Kings xi. 24; hs.vii.
8; Amos i. 3,5. It is on the highway
of travel between the East and the West.
It is called by Julian “the eye of the
Eest,” and by Lamartine a ¥ predesti-
nated capital” Of this way. The
Christian mode or “ way " of faith and
practice. Men or women. This indi-

cates probsbly not alone the extremity | pe

of Saul’s wrath and measures, but also
the number and influence of Christian
women. Comp. viil. 3 ; xxii. 4.

Verse 3.~ Came near Damascus. Doubt-
less, therefore, in sight of it, and after
some five days’ travel. Bee above on
vs. 2. From the other accounts in
chaps. xxii, xxvi, we learn that the
vision was witnessed about noon.

IL The Vision. Verse 3.~Suddenly
there shined, ete. For suddenness of
appearance like a lightning’s flash. On
the ineffable brightness of this light,’
see xxii. 6 and xxvi. 13, which, however,
can be adequately understood only by
one “who has had experience of the
glave of  mid-day sun in the East.”

Verse 4.~ Fell to the carth, lyttleton,
in his Observations on 8t. Paul’s Conver-
gion, uses tbeﬁruo, ‘Those in com-
pany with him fell down from their
horses, together with Beul’ Heard a
volee. 1 Cor.ix. 1. The affair was not
confined to Saul’s mind., Light and
sound were external and sensible. Saul,
Baul. A personal call, but not more
true than every call of Jesus to both
impenitent and disciple. Rom. xiv. 12,
Why persecutest thoume? Jesus identi-
fies himself with his disciples, as in
Matt. xxv. 31-46; John xv. 1-6, and
elsewhere. In baul’u purpose and feel
ing it was hatred of Jesus that cont
rolled him, just as truly as it controlled
Christ's crucifiers. He knew that Christ
was Christianity,

Verse 5.— Who art tlwu, Lord? Baul
well knew that light and fire were the
wonted symbols and tokens of God's
special presence in olden times. His

questions, in nply to Christ’s question,

| Lord. The excess of light had blinded

tholmddm face to face. Ah,
what a change. How sudden, how
mighty ! How prophetic of the revela-
tions of “that day!” What will thou
have me 1o do? Achngodman! Con

Thn-isitinevu-yeonmt’ie-o,but
not so manifestly and demonstrably.
Arise, and go into the city, ete. In xxvi.
16-19, the substance of Christ’s message,
as conveyed by Ansnias, seems, for
brevity, to be given as though spoken
by Christ himself at the time of his ap-
pearance on the way.

Verse 7.—~8to0od. May refer to the
cessation of motion without reference
to posidon, as in viii. 38, AU fell to
the ground, xxvi. 14. Hearing a voice.
The sound of it, but not so as to under-
stand it, xxii. 9.

ITI. The Beglusion. The blindness
served to shut him in to himself and his

him.

- IV. The Baptism. Verse 10~Ana-
nics. Not otherwise known; but in
xxii. 12 commended.

. pnnt?whmmg,lm vagrants, who
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whole dily. Won't you please give me
two cents 7

I gave it to him. I'd have given him |
the money, if it had been necessary to
pawn my hat.

“ Do you lgt impostors swindle you in
that . mer?" inquired an acquaint-
ance, who had seen every phase of hu-
man life. Men, women and children
have swindled him, or sought to ; people
have lied to him ; his money has been

told direful tales of distress, and he

"“T bet that boy is a professional
m"onnunuodmyfrund,chu&h‘
at the'idea of my being swindled. !
“None of us care for the loss of a}
shm-plutconthamt,wﬁkoury
one foels vexed and annoyed at the idea
of being swindled out of a single penny.
1 could not say that the boy was not a
swindler, and yet I would have divided
my last shilling with him."”
“ Why ¢
I told my friend why, and I will tell
you. One day last year, when the’ wild
wind blew the snow over the house roofs
and around the corners in blinding
clouds, and when the frosty air cut one’s
ﬁuﬂhnhifo,.quhlmnp
tome'nss 1 waited for the car. He was
ﬁb‘l’ cndtbbobctupd hun-
Mksmﬁlwﬁu!
h'w:

“ Pm hungry and cold 1”
# Why don’t you go home 7" I asked.

a street of this name in Damascus, about
one-half mile in length, running esst
and west.” Inguire in the Rouse, etc.
Compare x. 6, and that whole account
with this. He prayeth. Truly prayeth,
and to the Lord Jesus then speaking-
Vs. 14. A genuine characteristic of »
Christian.
Verse 12.—Hath seen, ete. Each pre-
pared for his part.

Verse 13, 14—~Objection ; nsmnl,yd.
needless. It shows that Christians here

Christians,

Verse 15, 16.—A chosen vessel.
niuisnotnbukod but relieved of
fear. Sud,quf.mpodnm
grm. Before the Gentiles, Better

because of his intense Hebrew
zeal. Kings. Dr. Hackett here notes
that he testified “ before the governors
ofC A&Ah.ndlndn,udbo-

e chtlires of Torael: Ho ol

\m "

ways wnt st o tllo Jews, xiii, 36,
I will show m, ete. By his future ex-
perience. The persecutor became the

rsecuted.
Verse l7.-—lmodhu, md glad obedi-
ence. Brother Baul. Christian
brother.

Verse 18, —Adrose. And if there was
not sufficient water in the court, went
out. Waes baptized. Was immersed.

ght was this light? At
whatlmo of day was its appearance 7
%:‘p‘ xxvi. 18. Where was it from?

was such an umlll
called? Ex. xvi.'l,?d '
Jesus ever before encompassed

glory? Matt, xvil, 1-6

s. 4. Did Baul understand what the
voice uttered 7 Did his companions ?

Ve. 5. Did Seul know it was J
whoupokowbimstﬁnﬂ Was he
many seconds in doubt? Did he at
this time see as woll ns Joor

disposition~Andrew Puller, Who pro-
duces it?7 Jobhm i. 13; Rom. vili, 9;
1 Cor, vi, 11, Is conversion
to us? Mabt, xviii, 3,

Vs. 13. In what sense are
called “ saints” m?lCar

i

to be an apostle to the Gentiles? Rom,
ﬂ' 18, XV, 16; Gdo ic lb' ,60

must be understood in the light of that | early

,‘,‘,4

Verse 11.—8iraight. * There is .tﬂl‘

were well Wu‘dﬂ“iﬁ} ﬂf

Damascus : | 'Ying!"

What is conversion? Ans, A change of | have followed me home—why he had

s0 persistently. I might have argued
that the storm had driven people off the

Vs. 15, Did Paul understand himself

Suwpay, November 12th, 1876, ~Baul's

“Iu-’tmy!"
o % you any relatives 7”

“ 2w P
“llowlu‘hsnmbunhur”

¥ Three weeks !”

The boy spoke in that drawl which
 professions] beggars assume. I believed,
too, that I had seen his face on the
streets time and again. I hardened my
“Boy! I know you, and if I catch
muﬁuuymformy -.hl'u
arrested.” -

wway uiokdy.

M‘hhpm.dh&‘nm.w&“
& homeless waif might evince fear when
entirely innocent.

Five hours later, when night had
come, and the wind had grown to »
fierce gale, the boy halted me again, as
I plunged th the snow drifts, I
did not see him until he called out;
“Mister! I'm almost starved, and

place tosleep I”

The sete thin, ragged clothes, hardly
comfortable enough for June weather—
same whine to his voice, 1 felt like
giving him money, but the fear that he
had been sent out by his perents 10 beg,
restrained and sngered me. Catching
him by the srm, I yelled out:

“Bee here, boy! If you don't own
up that you're lying to me, I'll take you
to the station !”

Through the blinding storm 1 saw his
white face grow peler, and he cried
back :

4 Don't take me—don't! Yes. I wes

I released him snd he burried away,
while I walked on, flattering myself that
{ had played a sharp game, and done the

general public & good turn,

knocked st my door.
knock, and 1 wondered who could have
sent s child sbroad on such a night.
thnlr the door, the same boy
wuon step, his face blue with cold,

his whole form shivering, and a look of
desperation in his eyes.

# Please, Mister!"~— he began, but
stopped, upon recognizing me.

I was puszled to know why he should

“Ihmn’tlnd anything to eat this :

night's work ! but you might have acted |
the same. When morning came, after
a night so bitter that the policemen
were frozen on their beats, I opened the
front door to find that boy dead on the
steps, frozen to.death! I knew, as the
dead white face looked up at me through
‘the snow, that I had wronged him with

my suspicions, but it was too late then ;
th~m‘-hhdopcnodtohims gate
leading to & place where the human
heart and its unworthy ﬂwn@h can
never enter.

Poor Gill" Awammedwnm‘
wonldhnveund!ﬂslife.nd!drau
him out to his deatht '

This is why T give 'omém
now. Iknow thatl dve
the unworthy, but it would be better
ﬁvoaﬂlpo-uudto-nhpmfthm
to have another homeless waif creep
back to die on the spot where I had un-
justly accused him.— Vermont Ghronicle,

RPN MRS G VR T

The lckmre time of Beoys.

Every father of » family knows that
there is a time in the life of his sons

hmmmamdmpm
dm««mmm
Our advice is, toall who have ﬂp
great responsibility .of the charge of
boys: Give them a lathe, or a set of
carpenter’s or even bhohmizh' tools.
Give their minds a turn towards the solid
and useful side of life.. You will soon see
the result in increased activity of 4
thinking capabilities, and the direct
of their ideas towards practioal results
and, sill more. obviously, in, the avold.
ance of idle mischief and nonsense (to
omit all reference to absolute’ wick
ness and moral degradation), which ar
to too greatan extent, the pastime of
ofthegoneuhonwhichistomomdﬂ
-Sc(qt(ﬁcAMcan ¢ o 6 voh?

Amuwyamsgbgm;“‘
called upon & short. time ago by a boy
wboinquindifmu-ym

‘:iy“c% mwﬁ:a
SEENS

Mdvuhi-mbhoubhmdmﬂ

suxiety, We allude to the peried of
‘boyhood, when exuberance of spirits

tive minds and bodies. And it is not
possible. or even desirable, t0 increase
the already oconsiderable of
all well bred boys to the olbooh
and the nqﬂmtdm Itia
uﬂohwﬁhddntnn@_ twelve
should grow up to be »

bopdmdm.“sm
at thirty years of age. Thus the task of
finding fitting ocoupstion for the leisure
hours of a boy is no ineonsiderable one,
as fow pursuits into which a boy would
plunge with eagerness are suited for

and thoughtlessness are at their height, |
and when the studies impesed by school |
Mphmumwuul

adequate employment for their too ac- |

putting in the way of so much impulsive- |

Notltmuwém. ,m ' did
m
he announce that he had no meney.
“ No money ! ‘How do ugnu w0
b"{‘mm
“Mhmw
would- | of operations, the boy made no
“ Do you consider your ndte |
asked the lawyer. e 4
“Y.’ d’" ¥
“Very well; ilyou-vmmu
good, I'd just as soon hiave it a4 the
ney ; but if it isn't good, I don't want ib,”

ness and want of consideration as most
bonm The question, then, of h

our boys, is one of
sud difffeulty,

ents who have been perplexed with
this dificulty, to give their lads every
,possible opportunity of acquiring a mec-
hanical trade, The industry snd ingen-
uity ofs bay of average ability may easily
be made to furnish him with & never
failing source of amusement of the best

make something already begins to feel
that he is somebody in ﬁovuﬂ. that
acheivement of a result is mlm
reserved for grown people oaly. And
the education of mind, eye, and hand,
which the use of tools and mechanical
eppliances furnishes, is of a great and
real value, beyond the good
from the ogcupation of leisure time.
Having nothing to do is as grest s snarve
to the young as it is to the full grown ;
and no greater benefits can be conferred
on youths than 1o teach thiém to convert
wasted, into pleasant means of recres
tion and mental improvement.
We say, therefors, to all parents :
Pmidomhy-m mechanical ap-

I'll freeze to death if 1 m’tgnm‘ﬁm The boy who ‘can ”imw

of » ool ; and many great men asnd in-
genious inventors look back with
tude and delight to the day when they
were first allowed to use the
saw, and the plane.

The boy, whose time and
now oceupied with marbles and kite,
may be & Watt, s Morse, or & Bessemer
in embryo it is certainly an easy
matter to his thoughts and musings
into & channel which shall give full

We would snggest to the many pu'-

nounced Mho ludm to

“Well,” said the W”! “MW*
first Lime I ever knew a note taken
the day it was given, a boy who will
that is entitled to note and moneytao,’’
mnd giving him both, sent. bim ;on

s way witha smiling face .d_@
heart.

This boy's note repre
A boy whothuknphl!wm
‘however poor he may be in
things, is an heir to an inheriténce

no riches can buy—the cholce promises
of God.
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with them, feeling very pround, indeed:
“ Look, mamma, deay,” he sid.

me one.” .

“lmnhombdamyodl,"hondd.

“ What, both ? ' Don't want your desr
mother to have one when you have two?
Well, never mind. Somebody duvlll
give peaches to mamma.”

Mamma set Harry's chair by the table,
and gave him her fruit-knife. He was
very much pleased when he had the
pretty silver knife to use,

“ Now dear,” she said, “ eat dlm

, and try to enjoy them.”
turned her face away, and went
on with her sewing. But Harry found
that they did not taste good. Selfish-
ness is & bitter sauce. m' WM
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