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BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1576. 

INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 

Suxpay, November 5th, 1876.—Saul’s 

Conversion. —Acts ix. 1-18. 
a — 

Cosy vo Memory : Vs. 17, 18. 

Gowpex Texr—“ A new heart also 

will I give you."— Ezekiel xxxvi. 26. 

(See whole verse.) 

Dany Rzapivcs.— Monday, Acts xxii. 

1-16. Philippians iii. 4-14. 
We ke xxv. 34-46. Thurs- 

day, xvii. 1-5. Friday, 2 Cor. 

xi. 23-21. Saturday, 1 Cor. xv. 1-10. 
Sunday, 1 Tim. i. 12-17. 

Axarvsis—IL Sauls cruel errand. Vs. 

Il. Christ gs fo him. Vs. 

3-6. III. Brought to Damascus. Vs. 
7-9, IV. Service of Ananias. Vs. 10-18. 

Exrosiriox.— We turn from the desert 

road on the south of Palestine, to a}. 

Thus is it in every converts case, but 

not so manifestly and demonstrably. 

Arise, and go into the city, ete. In xxvi. 
16-19, the substance of Christ's message, 

as conveyed by Ansnias, seems, for 

brevity, to be given as though spoken 

by Christ himself at the time of his ap- 

desert road on the north; from the 

border of Arabia, near Gaza, to its border 

near Damascus.” Our Scripture brings 

before us Saul's journey, vision, seclu- 

sion, and baptism. In Lessons I-III we 

saw the judges judged ; in this we see 
the arrester arrested. Yet the end is 

not Bese wrath, but love ; not ruin, but 

salvation. See parallel accounts in xxii. 

1-16; xxvi. 9-18. 

p / The Journey. Verse 1.—Yel. AL 

and immediately after Stephen’s martyr- 

dom (viii. 3). Breathing out threaten 

ings and slaughter. A happier transla. 

tion is “ breathing menace and murder.” 

The whole inner man, the spirit of the 

man, was “menace and murder,” snd 

his breath was laden with these. Against 

the disciples of the Lord. This both ex- 

plains the reason, and designates the 

objects of Sauls hate. It was no per- 

sonal quarrel, it was religious zeal, zeal 

for God's honor, as he understood, or | 

rather misunderstood it. xxvi. 9. Went 

unto the high-priest. Showing that Saul 

himself was the prime mover and lead- 

be was not merely drawn into it by 

others. As the Senhedrim gave the 

letter (vs. 14; xxvi. 10; xxii. 5), Saul 

naturally applied to the high-priest, who 

was its president. See v. 17, 27. 

Verse 2.— Letters to Damascus. Writs 

authorizing him to make arrests in 

Damascus. This city “bas at present 
whom 250,000 inhabitants, of 70,000 are 

Christians of the Greek and Syriac 

Chusches,” the rest Moslems. On its 

early history, see Gen. xv. 2; xiv. 15; 

2 Sam. viii. 6; 1 Kings xi. 24; Ted oi 

8; Amos i. 3,5. It is on the highway | 

of travel between the East and the West. 

It is called by Julian “the eye of the 

East,” and by Lamartine a J predesti- 

nated capital” Of this way. The 

Christian mode or “ way” of faith and 

practice. Men or women. This indi 

cates probably not alone the extremity | pe 

of Saul’s wrath and measures, but also 

the number and influence of Christian 

women. Comp. vill. 3; xxii. 4. 

Verse 3,— Came near Damascus. Doubt 

less, therefore, in sight of it, and after 

some five days’ travel. Bee above on 

vs. 2. From the other accounts in 

chaps. xxii, xxvi, we learn that the 

vision was witnessed about noon. 

IL The Vision. Verse 3.~Suddenly 

there shined, ete. For suddenness of 

appearance like a lightning’s flash. On | 

the ineffable brightness of this light, 

see xxii. 6 and xxvi. 13, which, however, 

can be adequately understood only by 

one “who has had experience of the 

glare of a mid-day sun in the East.” 
Verse 4.— Fell to the earth, lyttleton, 

in his Observations on St. Paul's Conver- 

sion, uses the ghrase, ‘Those in com- 

pany with him fell down from their 

horses, together with Baul’ Heard a 

volee. 1 Cor. ix. |. The affair was not 

confined to Sauls mind. Light and 

sound were external and sensible. Saul, 

Baul. A personal call, but not more 

true than every call of Jesus to both 

impenitent and disciple. Rom. xiv. 12, 

Why persecutest thoume? Jesus identi- 

fies himself with his disciples, as in 

Matt. xxv. 31-46; John xv. 1-6, and 

elsewhere. In Seul's purpose and feel 
ing it was hatred of Jesus that cont 

rolled him, just as truly as it controlled 

Christ's crucifiers. He knew that Christ 

was Christianity, 
Verse 5.— Who art thou, Lord? Baul 

well knew that light and fire were the 
wonted symbols end tokens of God's 

special presence in olden times. His 

questions, in par to Christ's question, 

tions of “that day!” 

pearance on the way. 

to posidion, as in viii. 38, 

The sound of it, but not so 
stand it, xxii. 9. 

him. 
+ IV. The Baptism. 

xxii. 12 commended. 

Verse 11.—8traight. 

Christian. 

Verse 12.— Hath seen, ete. 

pared for his part. 
Verse 13, 14.—Objection ; 

Christians, 

fear. Seoul, as Paul, 

. Dr. Hackett 

ways went 
I will show 
perience, The persecutor 

ence. Brother 
brother. 

Verse 18, drose. 
not sufficient water in the 
out. Was baptized. Was 

Jesus ever before encompassed 
glory? Matt, xvii, wn vin 

many seconds in doubt ? 
this time see as well as 

1 Cor, vi, 11, 
to us? Matt, xviii, 3, 

Vs. 13. In what sense are 

to be an 

SBuwpay, November 12¢ 
must be understood in the light of that | early 

disposition — Andrew Fuller, 
duces it? John i. 13; Rom. vill, 9; 

Is conversion 

called “ saints” or? 1 
Vs. 15. Did Paul understand himself 

apostle to the Gentiles? Rom, 

aw on 5 J ed bong | A 

vice te Jesus cathe nd 

the will of Jesus hencefarth, and for- feught to be able to correctly. rea
d  hu- 

Verse 7.—~8to0od. May refer to the 

cessation of motion without reference 

Al fell to 

the ground, xxvi. 14. Hearing a voice. 
as to under- 

ITI. The Beglusion. The blindness 
served to shut him in to himself and his 

| Lord. The excess of light had blinded 

Verse 10 —~Ana- 

nics. Not otherwise known; but in 

“There is still 

a street of this name in Damascus, about 
one-half mile in length, running east 
and west.” Inquire in the Rouse, etc. 
Compare x. 6, and that whole account 

with this. He prayeth. Truly prayeth, 

and to the Lord Jesus then speaking: 
Vs. 14. A genuine characteristic of a 

Each pre- 

natural, yet 
needless. It shows that Christians here 
ware well posted au Sante dealings with 

Verse 15, 16.—A chosen vessel. 
nias is not "rebuked but relieved of 

electing magnified 
ge Before the Gentiles, Better 

because of his intense Hebrew 
here notes 

yprus, 
fore Herod and 
Nero.” The chi Lap ed 

st to the Jews, xiii 36. 
im, ete. By his future ex- 

became the 

Verse at pp” nen vs glad obedi- 
Christian 

And if there was 
court, went 
immersed. 

Damascus : | Ying!" 

het ime of ds ir Ayr robb what t y was appearance 
Ope: xxvi. 13. Where was it from? 

called? Ex. x1. 7, 10, Was the oom 

? 

s. 4. Did Baul understand what the 
voice uttered 7 Did his companions ? 

Ve. 5. Did Seul know it was J 
who spoke to him at firsh? Was be | iopued, upon recogalsing me. 

What is conversion? Ans, A change of | have followed me home—why he had 

so persistently. I might have argued 
that the storm had driven people off the 

1876,~8aul's 
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agge ait isu oy, hgh nine or 
Sip tun 

whole diy. Won't you please give me 

two cents 1” 

the money, if it had been necessary to 

pawn my hat. 

“ Do you lgt impostors swindle you in 
that a inquired an acquaint 

ance, who had seen every phase of hu- 
man life. Men, women and children | my 

. | have swindled him, or sought to ; people 

have lied to him ; his money has been 

given to whining, lying vagrants, who 

told direful tales of distress, and he 

man nature. 

“7TH bet that boy is a professional 

beggar,” continued my friend, chuekling 

shin-plaster on the street, while every 

one fools vexed and annoyed at the idea 

of being swindled out of a single penny. 

I could not say that the boy was not a 

swindler, and yet I would have divided 

“ Why ¢" 

go oo anything to eat this : 

at the ‘idea of my being swindled. | 
“Nome of us care for the loss of a} the unworthy, but it would be better 

I told my friend why, and I will tell 
you. One day last year, when the’ wild 

clouds, and when the frosty air cut one’s 
hp hg came up 

tomes 1 waited for the car. He was 

pcs 

arent © 
“ Pm hungry and cold 1” 
# Why don’t you go home 7” I asked. 

| “I haven't any 1" 
“ 

gend in « mournful voice 

you any relatives 7” pp 1 | 
How mg have you been hee 
# Three weeks 1” 
The boy spoke in that drawl which 

professions] beggars assume. I believed, 
too, that I had seen his face on the 
streets time and again. I hardened my 

“Boy! I know you, and if I catch 
aren copy ping , 
2 poi arrested.” & 

“wway quickly. 
BS bao aw 
& homeless waif might evince fear when 
entirely innocent. 

Five hours later, when night had 
come, and the wind had grown to » 

I plunged th the snow drifts, I 
did not see him until he called out; 

“Mister! I'm almost starved, and 

place to sleep I” 
The sete thin, ragged clothes, hardly 

comfortable enough for June weather 
same whine to his voice, 1 felt like 
giving him money, but the fear that he 
had been sent out by his parents to beg, 
restrained and sngered me. Catching 

“Bee here, boy! If you don't own 
up that you're lying to me, I'll take you 
to the station |” 
Through the blinding storm 1 saw his 

white face grow peler, and he cried 
back : 
4 Don't take me—don't! Yes. I wes 

I released him snd he burried away, 
while I walked on, flattering myself that 
{ had played a sharp game, and done the 
general public a good turn, 

knock, and 1 wondered who could have 
sent s child sbroad on such a night. 

ard | When 1; the door, the same boy 
fe step, his face blue with cold, 
his whole form shivering, and a look of 
desperation in his eyes. 
# Please, Mister!" he began, but 

I was puszled to know why he should 

mcm moe vie 

night's work! but you might have acted | 
the same. When morning came, after 

I gave it to him. I'd have given him ['a night so bitter that the policemen 
were frozen on their beats, I opened the 
front door to find that boy dead on the 
steps, frozen to. death! I knew, as the 

dead white face looked up at me through 

‘the snow, that I had wronged him wi 

se gai i re pin Yo dom ire 
leading to a place where the human 
heart and its unworthy pa can 
never enter. 

Poor Gil!" A atin oka de Whig 
would have saved Lis life, and I drove 
him out to his death! = 

This is why 1 give when 4 de wed 
now. Iknow that l p60 2¢ 

Ee Ln 
to have another homeless waif creep 
back to die on the spot where I had un: 
justly accused him.— Vermont Chronicle, 

EERE SEEN SA FIT 

The lckmre time of Boys. 

Every father of a family knows that 
there is a time in the life of his sons 

‘boyhood, when exuberance of spirits 

tive minds and bodies. And it is not 

possible. or even desirable, to increase 
the already considerable of 
all well bred boys to the y. of books 
and the acquirement of learning. Itia 
not to be wished that a youth ¢ any 
should grow up to be » 
gn ap yi did 
at thirty years of age. Thus the task of 

hours of a boy is no ineonsiderable one, 
as few pursuits into which a boy would 
plunge with eagerness are suited for 

snd thoughtlessness are at their height, | 
and when the studies imposed by school | 
discipline are entively insuficient to find | 
adequate employment for their too ac: | 

putting in the way of so much impulsive- | 

ape un popes om 
cal experience of the true mechanic. 
Our advice is, to all who have the 

great responsibility of the charge of 
boys: Give them a lathe, or a set of 
carpenter’s or even blacksmiths tools. 
Give their minds a turn towards the solid 
and useful side of life. You will soon see 
the result in increased activity of 

thinking capabilities, and the direct 

and, sill more. obviously, in, the avoid. 
auce of idle asisshief andl Dewees (to 
omit all reference to absolute wick 

to too great an extent, the pastime of 
of the generation which is to succeed ws. 

AH Wg cin ae ¢ aid oF vob? 

A Dodvon Wri Ab i 

called upon a short. time ago by a boy 
who inqired i he hd amy mast 
to-sell.' The lawyer has a erisp, 

way of asking vse =i 

wind blew the snow over the house roofs | that gives him much trouble and some 3s 

and around the corners in blinding | anxiety, We allude to the period of 

heavy 
Not till it was safely ved aay did 

he announce that he had no meney. 
“No money ! ‘How do be tw 

buy puper willing 
ot prepared. to state exactly his 

. | of operations, the boy made no 
“ Do you consider your ndte | 

asked the lawyer. ed 4 

“Very well; it you a okt gallo 
good, I'd just as soon have it a4 the 
ney ; but if it isn't good, I don't want it.” 

ness and want of consideration as most 

ouz boys, is one of pm 
sud difficulty, 

ents who have been perplexed with 
this difficulty, to give their lads every 
possible opportunity of acquiring a mec- 
hanical trade, The industry snd ingen- 
uity ofa bay of average ability may easily 
be made to furnish him with a never 
failing source of amusement of the best 

make something already begins to feel 
that he is somebody in ar that 
acheivement of a result is no & reward 
reserved for grown people only. And 
the education of mind, eye, and hand, 
which the use of tools and mechanical 
appliances furnishes, is of a great and 
real value, beyond the good 
from the occupation of leisure time. 
Having nothing to do is as great s snare 
to the young as it is to the full grown ; 
and no greater benefits can be conferred 
on youths than to teach thiém to convert 

wasted, into pleasant means of recres 
tion and mental improvement. 

I'll freeze to death if 1  — The boy who ‘can produce ‘or 

of » tool ; and many great men and in 
genious inventors look back with 
tude and delight to the day when they 
were first allowed to use the 
saw, and the plane. 
The boy, whose time and 

now oceupied with marbles and kite, 
may be & Watt, » Morse, or a Bessemer 
in embryo it is certainly an easy 
matter to his thoughts and musings 
into & channel which shall give full 

We would snggest to the many par 

nounced "that be had come to 

“Well,” said the WIFEY vii 

first Lime I ever knew a note taken 
the day it was given, a boy who will 
that is entitled to note and money tao,’ 
snd giving him both, sent. him ;on 
“hin way witha smiling face -_e 
heart. 
This boy's note repre 

A boy wi the Rope is Nas Sl 
‘however poor he may be in 
things, is an heir to an inheritince 
no riches can buy—the choice promises 
of God. 

IAB a 

A ¥ 

Tw ) J sae 
with them, feeling very pround, indeed: 

“ Look, mamma, dear,” he sid. 

me one.” 
“I want them bofe myselt," he seid. 
“ What, both ? ' Don't want your des 

mother to have one when you have two? 
Well, never mind. Somebody ¢lss will 
give peaches to mamma.” 
Mamma set Harry's chair by the table, 

and gave him her fruit-knife. He was 
very much pleased when he had the 
pretty silver knife to use, 

“ Now dear,” she said, “ eat ll your- 
, and try to enjoy them.” 

turned her face away, and went 
on with her sewing. But Harry found 

that they did not taste good. Selfish 
ness is a bitter sauce. pr Ke 

Baie ar ¢ fichiers als uc 
pogrom aces pérvussion 
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#1000, sha replied. “Ek you gine 
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