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Mr. Editory= 2 hi iis 

While the discussion on Bapti
sm Was, 

going on in the Witness, some one who 

perhaps anticipated a failure in the 

part of “A Representative Ma
n ™ (as a 

certain paper flatteringly st
yled him) to 

establish the doctrine of infant S
prink- 

ling sent me a pamphlet bearing
 on that 

subject. The title of it is :—* Church 

Membership | of. Children,’ 
1 by Rev. 

John Munro lof Wallace { and p
rofesses’ 

to be “published atthe request 
of seve- 

ral wh feel the want of a brief selection 

of passages of Scripture relating to th
e 

privileges of children in the Churc
h of 

G6d.”" The first argument is that “As 

children have 8 plage assigned them in, 

families and nations, so. God has assign- 

ed to them a-place in His Church
.” He 

then’ quotes in proof thereof, “Jesus 

Christ the samé yesterday and to-da
y. 

and forevery’ “Built upon the founda- 

tion of the Apostles and Prophets, Je
sus 

Christ himself being the chief eorn
er; 

stone.” “This is he that was with the 

church in the Wilderness,” and then
 the 

Abrahamic covenant as found in Gen
, 

17.7. Then follow. seven statements, 

and a string of texts of equal force wit
h 

those quoted. ; Time and space alone 

prevent their separate notice. 

Argument second : “In the New Tes- 

tament the Church ‘with its privileges 

is extended to all nations.” Matt. 28. 

19. ¢Tt is contained in the commission. 

« Go teach all nations.” Children form 

an essential part of every nation.” 

Does Mr. Munro mean that because
 

children are a part of every nation, 

therefore they are in the church? The 

words will bear no other interpretation
, 

and the logical sequence is (if] am not 

dreaming) that “ all nations” are in the 

There follow here again seven state-
 

ments with a good array of texts to 

prove them. I give a specimen. 

«]. Children are regenerated and sane- 

tified—John the Baptist was ‘filled with 

the Holy Ghost from his mother’s 

womb.’ Luke 1.15. Of Timothy it ia 

said, ‘From a child thou hast known 

the Holy Scriptures 2. Tim. 3.15.” 1 

conclude from this that the whole 

world is regenerated and sanctified, and 

that preaching the gospel, holding spe- 

cial services, appeals to the unsaved &c., 

are all egregious mistakes, the millen- 

jum has come, and we didn’t know it. 

According to Mr. Munro the whole 

world are ¢ heirs of salvation.” 

Argument number three * That chil- 

dren are entitled to the privileges of the 

Church, because of their relation to 

their parents, is recognized throughout 

the Bible.” 

1 suppose Mr. M. means believing pa- 

rents. As it stands it is “ Because chil- 

dren belong to their parents, they be- 

long to the church.” But will he ac- 

cept as belonging to the church all the 

children of believers? Does grace 

then really run in blood ? 

Under the same head appears to 

come out what the writer of the tract 

has evidently been aiming at viz, 

Infant Sprinkling. “When parents be- 

lieved and where baptized their children 

were baptized with them,” says Mr. M. 

¢ Lydia was baptized and her household.” 

Mr. M. admits then that belief came be- 

fore baptism in Apostolic times. I ask 

then what right he has to reverse the 

Divine order, and put his baptism, 

which is no baptism, first? And who 

told Mr. Munro that Lydia was married, 

or if married that she had children, or 

if she had children. that any of them 

were infants, or if they were infants 

that he, or she, or they, were with her, 

she being hundreds of miles from home ? 

«The Jailor was baptized, he and all 

his.” Acts 16. 33. If Mr. M. had read 

the 34th verse he would have found 

that the Jailer “rejoiced, believing in 

God with all kis house.” He then res 

fers to other households, and says “In 

these households there must have been 

infamte, whowith their parents received 

baptism, the seal of the covenant.” The 

 mmat have been" implies that it is im- 

possible but “that there are infants in 
every family. Does not Mr. M. know of 

many families where there are no in- 

fants? ‘Whole’ Believing and baptized 
households may be found. 1 suppose in 
two thirds atleast of the Baptist Churches 

Infant Sprinkling soriptur
al, 

M. resort to such falacious reasoning ¥ 

| seat, "it is w'seal of nothing but the in- 

Jebling., Baptisms,” says Mr. M. have 

SURED" ER VN RA ART as IIR Ws 

does Mr. 

And ds to Infant Sprinkling being d 

difference to the plain“ ‘conimand' of 

Christ an the part of those who practise 
it, Let any person (not wearing colo

red 

spectacles) read ‘thé accounts of the 

baptized households’and they will come 
5 

fo the very opposite conclusion to what 

Mz. Munro has. . See Acts 16. 13-15,40. 

Acts 16. 32-33. Acts 18.83 1 Cora 14 

13-15, 1 Cor!1, 16.17; xvi. 15, 
or wt ‘is “fottnded ‘on 

been : times of | refreshing in Scotland 

oven’ like thé 'Lord's® Supper. Om
e: 

who ‘was present ‘when’ Rev. Mr. Hogg, 

of Kiltearn baptized a: child records 

thas, ‘‘the power and presence of the 

Lord was so signal and observable 
that 

many were made to ‘say ‘they never 

felt, more of the authority of the Lord, 

in any ordinance,” &e. Now it is pos, 

sible for 4 man to feel he is serving 
God 

when he is not, Paul says, Acts xxvi.
 9, 

«1 verily thought with myself that 
I 

ought to do many things contra
ry to 

the name of Jesus of Nazareth
,” and 

when he succeeded in committing men, 

and women to prison and death. itis
 

likely he had “times of refreshi
ng,” 

thinking that he was doing God ser- 

vice,” but the Lord shewed him his mis-
 

take, as I trust he will ‘those who ar
e 

trying to put to prison and deat
h the, 

true baptism and substituting a f
alse, 

thinking they are serving God. 

Mr. M. again argues, “I believe that 

the commission of Christ included t
he 

children of believers, and that the 

apostles baptized such... . 1 bless 

thee for saving me from falling into t
he 

the cold and forbidding doctrines of 

Antipedobaptism. O give me grace to 

improve thine ordinance.” 

The “I believe argument is as 

cogent as most Pedobaptist argument
s 

are. If a thing is true because “1 be- 

lieve ” it, then there is a man in the 

moon, and there is mo? » man in the 

moon ; the earth is round, and the earth 

is not round ; a whales wallowed Jonah, 

and a whale did net swallow Jonah, &c., 

&c. I heard a good Congregational 

brother say in a lecture the other day 

that “there is no such thing in the 

world as puré, unmixed nonsense.” I 

I am of a very different opinion, for this 

production of Mr. M’s is well laden 

therewith. 

Mr. M. need not express gratitude 

that he has been enabled to disobey the 

command of Christ, “and teach p” 

and substitute a command or doctrine 

of man in its place, and as to asking 

« grace to improve Thine ordinance,” 

all I can say is that the ordinance of 

Baptism does not need * improving,’ the 

Saviour himself gave all needful direc- 

tions ; it is this trying to ‘ improve ’ the 

ordinance (though. not exactly in Mr, 

M’s sense) that has harassed the church 

of Christ for hundreds of years, and 

been the chief cause of all the disunion, 

strife and discord that is witnessed at 

the present day. The responsibility of 

all this must rest upon those who
 in. 

vented and those who teach and prae- 

tice Infant Sprinkling. - Had men no
t 

departed from the simplicity of the or 

dinance as laid down by the Saviour, 

the state of the church would have 

been very different from what it is. 

We may talk and sing of union, and play 

at union as long as we like, but it is my 

firm conviction that no union worth the 

name will be realised so long as ‘this 

“ evil spirit” is allowed to exist and 

exert its baleful influence. “Grace be 

with all them that love the Lord Jesus 

Christ in sincerity,’ be our motto ever, 

but we must labour to uproot this wide- 

spread error, though it be held by many 

we love. 

Mr, M. prays that the Lord might re- 

generate his “little Catherine.’ If a 

previous argument be sound, ‘little 

Catherine is regenerate, why pray for 

what has already taken place ? 

“Justyn Martyr, who wrote 40 years 

after the apostolic age” is quoted in de- 

fence of Infant Sprinkling. If Mr. M, 

will look into the New Testament he 

will see what men who wrote 40 years 

before Justyn Martyr, saidabout baptism. 

I would as soon: take their word as 

Justysh Martyn's. Pelagius iw also quoted, 
«1 never heard of any, not even the 
most impiuos heretic, who denied ‘bap. 

tis to infants.” Does Mi: M. adopt 

shor 
que it?" 

nowaday' hé would hér “of many such 

“ ii ‘Ancient engravings He '(Chifist) is 

represented , 8 : ¥ 

while John poured water on His head.” | i 

wards the end of the tract he says i=. 
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Why, then {0 prove, 

REE GRR TRATED SCI EE 

hould hope he' does not and if riot, 
7" Tt sounds 1iké '& blast from 

tl e North $ountain. If Pelagius lived 

Herbtics, and if he should wake up in a 

hundred yehs to dortlé, Thé might
 possib- 

ly change the rder of his Words. = = 

tc Engravings and’ fnscriptions upo
n 

ancient tombstone "ate called in to
 

give evidence. If such grguments are 
valid’ viz., thé ‘téstimoty ‘of “ancient 

engravings, ete.” all, sorts of "foolish 
things can be Soved. ‘We may bring 

in old coins and ‘prove that Julius 

Cmsar and ‘many others were like 

Johnny Noddy of nursery fame, «All 

head and mo body.” Mr. M, means 

ng in the Jordan 

Mr. M. forgot to.mention the shell. 

« Ancient engravings’ represent ange
ls 

as infants floating on: ‘clouds, and com- 

posed of a head and two wings. It would
 

be a very interesting chapter to chron
: 

icle all that might be proved from * an- 

cient engravings.” 1% 153 

Our brethren lay great stress on an
 

tiquity to justify their practice, on the 
same principle stealing fruit may be 

justified. Our rule of faith and prac- 

tice should not be ‘ancient tombstones 

engravings, inscriptions,’ but.the “Ward 

of the Lord.” We are told that the Men: 

nonites have given up immersion be- 

cause of the difficulties attending it.” 

The more to their disgrace then. Ilow 

would. it be with us if ¢ because of the, 

difficulties attending. it " the Saviour 

had given up ” the terrible task of re- 

deeming us from the curse of the law ? 

There are not a few who give it up f
or 

the same reason as the Mennonites, an
d 

who like them too do not deny the 

Séripturalness of it, they suit their own 

taste and convenience in, the matter, I 

I have given a few arguments for Infant 

Sprinkling according to Mr. Munro. He 

uses several others but they are not 

worth the time to notice them. . To 

# Throughout the New Testament there 

is not orle example, or even a word, to 

countenance baptism, as practised by 

immersionists.” The only reply need- 

ed to this is that Mr. Munro must have 

a New Testament, different from that 

ugually known as the New Testament. 

! 
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has everybody who owns a horse or & 

mule and 4 good many who hive neither, 

is improving the vanishing opportunity. 

A phenomenon of the winter has be
en 

the scarcity of ice. Toronto has had to 

import from 4 considerable’ dista
nce and 

T'have Just noticed a proposal in & l
ocal 

paper to try and get up a trade 
with 

‘Russia in ‘the article. 

was" & few ‘Weeks ‘ago. ‘The state of 
That however 

affairs has improved since and 1 fan
cy 

most of those who Have used due di
li. 

gence have managed to ‘get their ice 

houkes stocked by home production. 
I 

hive not heard, either of any ¢lamor as 

yet for « protection” on the part of ‘the 

producers, or any outcry against the
 free 

trade doctrinaiies’as the cause of the 

Probably thé bekt' product of recent 

local legislation inh’ Ontario is the New 

Temperance, or rhither Licence, bill. A 

good many of the more sanguine, I had 

almost said; impracticable, gdvocates of 

prohibition were at first grievously 
dis® 

appointed with the" answer to their 

petitions. The well known “and pro 

nounced temperance views of a majority
 

of the members of our local legislatur
e 

had given rise to ratifer extravagant ex
 

pectations, on the part of those who 

believe fn the righteotisness and wisdom 

‘of immediate, and absolute prohibition. 

I believe, however, that the more judi- 

cious promoters of this great and muc
h 

needed reform are’ becoming pretty 

well satisfied that the measure is, in 

the main, a ‘wise’ and | progressive first 

step. The principal features of the 

measure are the removing of the 
licenc- 

‘ing power from the Municipal Counc
ils 

and placing it inthe hands of the Go
v- 

ernment and the limiting of the nu
mber 

of tavern licences to one for ever
y two 

hundred and fifty “ihabitants in 
places 

having a population of less than on
e 

thousand ‘and one for every four hundred 

in places more populous. The maximum 

of licences is still large enough in all 

conscience, but then it is in the power 

of municipalities to make the number 

much smaller and to increase the amount 

charged for licences accordingly. And 

as a matter of fact many have done both 

these things, thereby reducing very 

largely the number of taverns and sec
ur 

ing better accommiilations for' man and 

This remark of Mr. M's isfit to be placed 

by the side of the following from the 

Wesleyan of March 25th, “. . . . six of 

the converts were baptized (not im: 

mersed) in the church last Sabbath,” 

and again 00“ twenty-two of those 

who have ‘professed to find peace 

have been baptized, ‘by our own mode 

of course’ I omit names and places 

These reports are interesting. . One says 

really “ were babtized (not baptized) ” 

and the other,that sprinkling is © our own 

mode, of course.” Quite so,your own in- 

deed ! 

Before I drop this subject of baptism 

I want to write a few plain words. 

Jesus Christ commands all to repent 

and believe, and all who believe to 

be baptized, which word means im’ 

mersed and NOTHING ELSE, and every 

one who believes in Christ and is 

not baptized is living in disebedience, 

and all such might be reminded that it
 

was one single act of disobedience that 

brought sin and all its woes into the 

world, Herein is a double error, the 

omission of thé true baptism and the 

substitution of the false, pedobaptists 

themselves being judges tha
t baptize. 

means immerse; Or see communication 

of “W. H. R,” in Christian Visitor, 

March 22nd, giving a list of 45 authenti
- 

cated witnesses, to which might be 

added very many more not only to the
 

same effect that immersion is the only 

baptism recognized by the New Testa 

ment. od RO | 

We may be thought fanatical on this 

question of Baptism, be it so, we con- 

tend for a grand and glorious truth and 

against a gigantic and inglorious error. 
Yours... 

+ Brows. 

——— ab 

For the Christian Messen
ger. 

THE ICE FAMINE, THE NEW LICENCE LAW. 

THE COLLEGG QUESTION IN ONTARIO:
 

! i ’ : : fev et : 

‘Within the last few days we have had 
in Ontario the heaviest show storm and 

the best sleighing of the Wéson. The AL 

snow is now rapidly passing away ander 
the rays of the March sum, and those 

the sentiment T ‘have’ italicised? ' I 

of the licencing power by the Gov- 

ernment is open to some plausible
 ob- 

jections, especially as the Government,
 

as o& matter of course, now appoints t
he 

Inspectors of Licences and other officials 

to enforce the provisions of the Act. 

The power of patronage is certainly 
in- 

creased. But those who know anything 

of the manner in which the regulatio
ns 

governing the issue of licences have 

been evaded, or over-ridden by the City
 

and Town councils will rather rejoice 

that the power is to be henceforth wield- 

ed by those who have neither a pecuni-
 

ary interest in the increase of fees for li-
 

censes, nor are subject to the various 

influences and pressures which the Pu
b- 

licans know so well how to apply to the
ir 

fellow townsmen. There seems some 

ground to hope that it will ‘be not so 

often possible now, for an applicant for 

publican’s license to have his claim re-
 

commended and granted on the strengt
h 

of accommodations for travellers,
 when 

it is well known to the initiated that 

said accommodations have been impro- 

vised for the occasion of the Inspector's 

visit, by borrowing beds and someti
mes 

bedrooms from obliging fellow tenants 

or next door neighbors. 1 suppose your 

town officials by the sea-side neve
r wink 

at such smartnesses, but strange thing
s 

happen in these inland cities and towns: 

Two things earnestly desired hy 

friends of temperance our Legislators 

did not see their way to grant : viz, the 

prohibition of grocery and saloon li- 

censes, they did the next best thing by 

putting it in the power of the localities 

to refuse these. And we are glad to 

know that in some instances, at’ least 

this has been done. Saloon or “ Eating- 

house" licenses have been refused and no 

permits to sell liquors in the same shop 

two of the most prolifi¢ sources of in 

temperance and erime will be dried, up. 

On the whole 1 have little doubt that a 

more decided advanee has been made 

in the right direction tham would have 

resulted from a stringent Prohibitory 

Law, before ‘public opinion is ready tp 

soe it enforced. We believe the meas: 

having sleighing and sledding to do, as | ure an educational one. 

beast in the remainder. The assumption 
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Many of us-itOntario have watched 

with interest the progress of the strug- 

gle over the College Question in Noya 

The Gordian knot was cut by our 

Legislature years ago and I do not th
ink 

any Protestant body of Christians now 

regrets it. The chief cause for, regret is 

that the grants had not been with- 

drawn before they were given—if the bull 

may’ be pardoneéd,—or before denofti- 

inational Colleges had obtained Univer- 

sity Powers. - We should in that event 

probably have been able to see the ex- 

céllency of our scheme, manifested in 

practical working. The trouble now is 

that so many denominational Colleges 

have University powers, that there are 

none left to affiliate practically with To- 

ronto University except Uniy, College, 

Toronto aud our own Institute at Wood: 

stock. © Whether a change will come or 

no it is hard to gay. Many well qualified 

to form an opinion think the chartered 

Colleges will neyer voluntarily resign the 

power of granting degrees and affiliate 

with the one University. For my own 

part I am not without hope that they 

will yet see it to their interest to do so, 

The comparative worthlessness of the de- 

grees granted by the best of the denomi- 

national Colleges in Ontario is a motive 

which will probably increase rather, than 

diminish in strength. This worthless is 

to a considerable degree independent 

of the real valué of the education the de- 

gree represenfs. 1t is largely a rejudice 

if you please.” Yet it is a bit, and 

facts are stubborn things. And ‘itis a 

fact which has had so much foundation 

to rest upon in the past, whatever may 

be the case in the future, that it will be 

hard to overturn it. I have no manner 

of doubt from my own observation as 

well as from reliable testimony of others, 

that there are to day in Ontario numer- 

ous holders of B. A., and even M, A. de- 

grees, from Denominational Colleges 

both in Ontario and the United States, 

who if they should present themselves 

tion in Toronto University would be tol- 

erably sure to come out “ plucked.” 

While I say this I am a firm believer in 

Denominational Colleges. As teaching 

Colleges they are in my estimation the 

very best kind of institution which our 

civilization can furnish, and I hope they 

may long live and flourish in every prov- 

ince of the Dominion. The question is 

whether the power of conferring degrees 

is not a source of weakness and of em 

barrassment rather than the opposite,— 

whether they could ‘pot do their work 

more thoroughly and efficiently without 

point than I intended because of one or 

two refences to the Baptist Institute at 

Woodstock, which I have observed in 

the Messenger. From those it might be 

inferred that the Baptists of Ontario 

were desirous of obtaining University 

powers for their College as soon as they 

have raised it to the proper height of 

efficiency. 1 do not think this is so. My 

impression is that the more intelligent 

and influential Baptists do not desire 

this,what they desire is to do full College 

work and to. secure a proper carrying 

out of the University Scheme, by having 

University Examinations conducted at 

the Institute, simultaneously with those 

lin Toronto and at other affiliated 

Colleges, as such may be formed. Fo 

gyism has obstructed this somewhat. 

Some think it will continue to do so. If 

so we may be driven in self defence to 

demand University powers. But I be- 

lieve progress is being made. The Se- 

nate of the University is becoming lib- 

eralized. The Convocation of graduates 

has now the election of a considerable 

number of the memibers as well as of 

the Chancellor. And a considerable and 

increasing sprinkling of Baptists is to be 

found amongst those graduates who will 

be sure to make their influence felt in 

Convocation in favor of that fair play of 

which we Baptists are so fond. When 

the original design of the University is 

thus fully carried out, there will be neo 

longer a motive for desiring University 

powers for the Institute except on the 

) part of those who wish an easier highway 

/| to a degree than that offered by the rigid 

University examinations, while on the 

other hand those having control of the 

work in Woodstock will gladly keep 

themselves free from the annoyances 

and perplexities to which they would be 

sure to be subjected were it once known 

to be in their power to confer degrees 

on easier terms. 
J. E. Ww. 

for the Junior Metriculation Sey 

it. 1 have dwelt more fully on this - 

“% 


