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For the Christian Messenger.

Ontarie Corrcspendence. ' full pastoral work, even when-tolerably.
b . well remunerated for the extra labour.

PROSPECTS OF THE HARVEST. WHEAT |
NEARLY A FATLURE. OTHER CROPS |

GOOD. THE MACDONNELL mr.n-g
ESY. THE SECRETARYSHIP OF |

THE CONVENTION. THE UNIVERSI-

TY QUESTION, &C., &C.

The question of the “ crops™ always
an important one in a farming country,
has in these hard times a special inter-
est for tlose who are considering
thoughtfully and anxiously the prob-
lems of the coming winter. A stage
has now been reached at which a
pretty sure idea of the prospects can
be had.
rather encouraging - than otherwise,
though the wheat crop, Ontario’s great |
staple, is onp the whole_décidedly in- |
ferior.
enormous quantities and generally of |
good quality. This, in a country
which is paying increased attention to |
stock -raising, is a fact of great import-
ance. - For the same reason it is en- |
couraging to hear that the crop of oats
is a very heavy one. For barley it is
said that the excessive heat and copious
rains have been too stifhulatin®’so that
the berry is not well developed. The |
harvest will, it is feared, be light. Po-
tatoes promise well The Colorado |
bug was, as usual, on hand promptly,
and at work industriously, but the very |
rapid growth of the vines combined |
with the increasing ckill brought to!
bear for his destruction have greatly |
checked his operations. The great |
drawback, then, is the unpromising as- |
pect of the wheat crop. The Fall|
wheat must, it is feared, be.set down |
as a failure. A good deal of it was |
wintet-killed, and the intense heat, the |
excessive rainfall, and the closeness
and humidity of the atmosphere to-
gether, so injured the remtinder that |
it is believed in large sections of the |
country, the yield will scarcely repay |
the labour of harvesting. Spring wheat |
is much better, and in many sections |
promises well, and should the weather |
prove favorable until the close of the
harvest, the total wheat crop may prove
much better than the farmers—who |
unfortunately are not, as a class, aceus-
tomed to look too much upon the
sunny side-—are inclined to believe,
At the very hest it will no doubt fall
far below the average.

The stir ereated 1o orthodox circles
—not only amongst our }’r(esh.\"t«:riun
brethiren, but amongst all glasses, by
the MaeDonnell case seems to lave
now pretty well subsided. It may be
questioned whether. too mueh import-
ance has not been in many quarters
attached to an honest, but rash and
purposeless expression of doubt on a
difficult question by an eloquent preach-
er. His intellectual honesty is worthy
of all admiration, and the effect of the
manifest struggle between his desire on
the one hand to retain standing in thé
great body which is proud of him and
of which he is proud, and the fear on
the other, lest that desire should betray
him into unfaithfulness to conscience,
cannot but have raised the man in the
estimation of all except the school, ap-
parently not so small as one could wish
it, who seem constitutionally unsble to
sympathize with such a struggle, and
who scem ready to put the brand of
“ heresy 7’ upon the head of any bro-
ther, however admired and beloved
previously, who falls short by one
hair's-breadth” of their own clean-cut
and iron-bound creed. Nor can one
on the other hand but adwmire the
intense loyalty of this class to their
convictions of right and truth—a loy-
alty which,bad they lived in other times,
would doubtless have carried them 1o
the stake, as it would we fear instil
other conceivable circumstances have
steeled them to condemn their heretical
brethren to the same crucial test. Mr, |
Macdonnell is manifestly too honest a
man to wish. to eat the bread of any
church after he is unable to teach
conscientiously its essential doctrines,
and it may be doubted whether the
ends -of truth will not be better reached |

Hay bhas been harvested in |

and the spirit of Christ’s gospel more |
faithfully exhibited in these days by |
encouraging honest, searching, personal
investigation, than by relentlessly |
crushing the creeds of the 19th century
into the square-cut, and possibly in
some respects narrow mental moulds
of the 17th. I trust in so speaking I
am saying nothing at variance with the
spirit of the teachings of Him who
found it necessary even in the dawn of
Christian truth and freedom, sometimes
to check the honest zeal of his dis-
ciples with a gentle “ Forbid them not.”

The question of the best mode of
carrying on the Home Mission work of
our churches is just eliciting some dis-
cussion. The work has become so

/

The reports are, on the whole, |

| with Halifax University.
| there are many * ins” and

| in a better position to understand the

| what seems s0 excellent a scheme. As
| it is, some of us are full of admiration,
- almost of envy, of the position of the

guarantee hot of so much time spent

' but of so much mental

' A. B.from Acadia is worth in the
- nothing further is needed to show the

 study at Acadia is only equivalent to

' significance of the fact?

' tested by the most searching University

| else.

' similar system—an University degrees |

' any institution on the Continent, more

large that no competent pastor is
willing to undertake it in addition to

| Many seem to have strong objections

to paying a full salary for the whole
time of an able man and yet are unable
to point out very clearly a more excel-
lent way. Most of the schemes “yet
proposed to save the necessity of this
seem to savor too strongly either of

retrogression, or of division, neither of
which can, we trust, be tolerated, even |
in thought, by the denomination. The

combined wisdom of the churches will,
we hope, find some satisfactory and
amicable solation of the difficulty at
the approaching Convention.

As an alumnus of Acadia I am watch-
ing with deep interest for the decision
in reference to the proposed affiliation
1 suppose
“outs ™
to such a question which one at a dis-
tance cannot follow. Perhaps if we at
this remote point knew more of the in-
ternal history of higher educational
movements in Nova Scotia durin? the
last ten or twelve years we should be

causes of the now incompreliensible
opposition that is being manifested to

denominational Colleges in Nova Scotia.
Firm believers i denominational Col-
leges on the one hand, as affording the
only means left available by the con-
flict of sects for making education
thoroughly religious, and firmly con-
vinced on the other of the evils result-
ing to sound learning from "the multi-
plication of weak universities, such
a schemes as that being inaugurated
in Nova Scotia seems to us to afford an
admirable means of securing the ad-
vantages of the one and at the same
time escaping the evils of the other. It
is doubtful whether any College, any
teaching institution should ever confer
degrees, a University degree, to be
worth anything, should surely be a

in study, or in atténdance at lectures,
culture and
scholarship. Full, thorough, searching
examirations afford undoubtedly the
best, though far we admit from. a per-

——-—— -

from the North Ba
Halifax, concerning
the Third Baptist |
into the Central Association, the state-

To the Editor of the Christian Messenger:

urch of Halifax

|
referred to in it. -

' ment is made that I strorigly opposed | University of Halifax, for ** Acadia is

' the report of the minority of the Com- | already in.”

4
i
}

mittee on Questions in Letters and |

then voted for it. Permit me to make

| a correction. The report of the majority

voted for it. .

The report of the majofity was op-
posed by me on the ground that it
would involve the Association in mat-
ters of discipline in the church, with

which it legitimately had no business. |

The repogt of the minority was accept-
ed by me for two reasons.

1. Because * the brethren worship-
ping in Gerrish Street Hall,” who
were reported by the North Baptist

- Church, in 1875, as members of that
body, were reported by them as having
been dismissed in June, 1870,

2. Because it was stated in the
meeting of the Association, no question
being raised, o far as I observed, con-
cerning the correctness of the state-
ment, that in consequence of the action
of the Association in 1875, the Third
Baptist Church had invited delegates
to meet with them for the purpose of
recognitien ; that the brethren thus
present by invitation could not agree
in regard to the regularity of certain
steps in the formation of the church,
but all of them united in the opinion
that the body was de facto a church,
and recommended them to apply for
admission into the Association.

Sympathizing with all who desire to
have the essence and the form of chris-
tian order in all things, I remain,

Faithfully yours,
A. W. SAWYER.

Wolfeille, Aug. 9, 1876.

- - - -
For the Christian Messenger.

The University of Halifax, What s it?

The Editor of the Christian Visitor,
in his last issue, aflirms that the Uni-
versity of Halitax 18 a coalition of dif-
ferent Nova Scotia Colleges—a com-

fect, means of testing these. For such
examinations the professors in a Col-
lege have pot the time. Nor if they |
had does the work scem to be properly
theirs. They should be freed from it
that they may give their time wholly to
their own proper work of training. Of |
course frequent cxaminations will be
found necessary to the doing of this
work, though I observe some corres-
pondents assume that the sending up of
students to Halifax Uaiversity, implies
the absence of examinations at Acadia.
Doulbtless any .of the professors can
tell them better than that. DBut exami- |
nations for the purposes.of classifica- |
tion, and ascertaining if the student is
understanding his work, are a very dif- |
ferent thing from such examinations as |
ought to be considered necessary before |
giving one a certificate of scholarship
which iz supposed to admit him to the |
standing of an educated man, * with
all the privileges ” &c. in any part of
the world, A statement I have recent-
ly cbserved over the signature of one
of the Professors at Acadia is very
significant in this connection. It is
that graduates of Acadia can be ad-
mitted to the Junior Class at Harvard
without examination !! That is, an

Educational Market just half as much
as an A. B from Harvard. Sarely

need of some change. Of course no
one is going to admit that four years

What then is the
I leave the
conundrum for those who think the !
Professors or Students of Acadia will |
shrink from having their work com-
pared with that of other Colleges, or

two at Harvard 7

g : |
examinations at Halifax, or any where |

I must not close without explainingf

why we should envy you your new sys- |

!

tem in Nova Scotiaa We have a |
are probably worth as much as thos: of

in some quarters. But through un-
wisdom on the part of.some body or
bodies, the denominational colleges
have not ;nmliated. except our ;m:.

pently we have plenty of A,
m A. ii'l in the country whose
chances at Senior Matriculation in
Toronto would be rather small, and

the symmetry and thoroughness of our
higher education séffers,
Yours truly, LEW.

pulsory coalition in law—and not a

| voluntary afliliation of Colleges with a

body outside of themselves. The
University of Halifax plainly is not
the resuly of coalitiony either foreed or
voluntary, nor of any process of affili-
ation.
of such graduates of certain colleges,
which are named, or may choose to
enroll their names on its register be-
fore a fixed date, and of such Fellows

as the Governor in Council may ap- |

point, subject to” nominations by the
Convocation. No provigion is made
Jor the vepresentation of any College.
No college is expected to afliliate with
it.  Certain colleges are declared to be
connected with it to this extent, or for
this purpose, that all students in these
colleges shall be admitted as candi-

It 152 a distinet body composed |

A few days since, an intelligez\t
- Baptist minister residing in one of our
| Western Counties informed me that he

of that Committee, so far as it related | had read Judge McCully’s letter, and
to the Halifax case, I opposed, but the | had since re-considered the “ College

. | . " Al - ;
report of the minority, I acgepted, and | question,” That he had been misled |

' by the létters of Professor Welton and
| * Aliquis,” ana that he now would go
' to the Convention and cast hig vote in

should the question come up for con-

¥ i . e 5 ¥ |
i favor of the * University of Halifax” |
t
{

e

students ”
and only too ready and willing to sub-

PR S—

examination, Acadia has always had
such within her walls and will continue
to bave them there unless, forsooth,
| they are forced to go elsewhere. The
Legislature has passed an Act whereby
such students ** may if they think pro-
per, apply, and take degrees in this Pro-
vincial University. Who ecan hinder
them, or would wish to do so if they
could ¥ This letter which Judge Me-
Cully has given :0 wisely and so
timely is heartily commended to all the
true friends ot Acadia by
A SCHOLARSHIP-HOLDER.

The Christian Ressenger.

Halifax, N, S., August 16th, 1576,

e e e s e

FORESTALLING EXTRAGRBINARY.

THE “VISITOR” ATTEMPTING RIDICULE,

 We copy the following piece of un-
blushing arrogance and impertinence
from the Visitor of last week:

“HOW TO SETTLE THE UNIVERSITY QUESTION,
A Nova Scotia recipe in four doses,

1. Publish everything in favour of it
but deprecate the expression of any ad-
verse opinion lest it should influence the
decision of Convention.

2. The Faculty of Acadia to inform
the Baptists that they have mot been
able (with one exception)to form a defin-
ite ovinion as to the course the Baptists
ought to pursue, and while waiting for
Convention accept Government appoint-
mer s on the Senate of the proposed
University. ‘

3. Let an influential Nova Seotia pas-

!
|
|
|
|
|

|

dates for degrees, except in Medicine |

and Surgery, in the University of Hali-
fax, if they shall satisfy the Senate of
that University that they have com-
pleted in any one of these colleges,
while it is in econnection with said
University, fuch course of study as the
Senate shall have determined. In
opening this privilege to the students
of Acadia, where 1s the compulsion
placed on the College?. Candidates
for degrees, who have studied else-
where than in the colleges named,
must comply with special regulations
and conditions yet to be determined by
the Senate, KEven if thé sagacity of
the members of this body should prove
to be as limited as some writers have
supposed it to be, it may be safely pre-
sumed that they will have sense enough
to keep them from paying a premium
on studies conducted outside of the
colleges which are by law connected
with their own University.
: AvLg,

-
For the Christian Meéssenger.

¢ Aeadia College and the ULniversity Aet,”

Dear Editm‘,-.-"',' j

1 for one want to thank our good:
brother, Mr, Justice McCully for his
;imkable letter under the ubove head-
ing published in your last issue. Such
calm and dispassionate utterances, from
so friendly a source, cannot but allay
any needless fears which may have been
excited in res to the * College

uestion ;" while the light which be has

rown upon the “ University .Bgl”
will remove misapprebension and dis-
arm prejudice. ny persons are
now reading the Act for themselves,

tor come to St. John to talk the matter
over in a quiet way with thé city minis-
ters, having already signified his willing-
ness to act as a member of the proposed
University.

4. Go to Convention -to discuss the
question, having already so far com-
promised the body as to render all dis-
cussion vain, and a refusal to accept the
proposed scheme, a slur upon the judg
ment of the faculty of Acadia and some
of its best friends. N B

It is enough for us to say that No. 1
is false and impertinent, - Of No, 2 we

N ® 4 ] . » ’1
may ‘remark, that it the Visitor will

allow anonymous writers to occupy its
pages, to hold up the Faculty of Acadia
College to ridicule and contempt, then
has he entered upon a downward career
the issues of which we shall not now
undertake to forecast. Surely there is
delusion somewhere, It is not neces-
sary for us to write a word to defend
President Sawyer and his co-adjutors
against this mean and contemptible
attack.

What shall we say of “ dose” 3.
The gentleman aspersed in this para-
graph has furnished us with the letter
of invitation he received *‘ to come to
St. Jobn.,” Here it is :—

“8r, Jonx, 24th July, 1876,
Dear Brother,—

The pastors of the churches of St.
John and the Governors of Acadia Col-
lege, resident in the city, being deeply
impressed with the importance of the
educational crisis devolved upon the
denomination by the new University of
Nova Scotia have deemed it desirable
and prudent to have an informal confer-
ence on the subject (to extend over two
or threé days if necessary) with some of
the brethren residing in New Brunswick
and Ngva Scotia. It is hoped that you
will be able to be present, and that you
will invite any brother you may choose,
The brethren will meet on Wednesday,
the 2nd of Aug, at 9 o'clock, & m., in
the Leinster Street church. Hospitality
will be extended to all in attendance,

Yours very truly,

. , Sec'y.
*“ The pastors of the churches and
the Governors of Acadia College in
St. John " ealled this * informal con-
ference,” did they ? Where were the
ministers apd Governors who live out~
side of St. Jobn? What right had
St. John 1o call such meeting and so
| forestall the action of the Convention ?
The editor of the Visitor who joined in

are not once employed, ni!_r. in any way,

We are not asked to come into the |

sideration in any way. The Judge has |
put the whole matter into a nut shell. |
“The Act is for the benefit of aspiring !
who are con-cious of ability |
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i upon the rest of New Brunswick, P, g,

| ference.”
mit_to an independent and impartial| (riends again:t his own will and wishes

b

_and, are sur‘_prised to find that the terms ' this caucus is a Governor of Acadia
Dear Sir,—In the communication  * affiliate,” * affiliation,” and such like | College. It is not enouﬁ;hnto have this
st Ch of | words so much harped mpon of late, caucus called in St. Jo

to trample

Island, and Nova Scotia, and scek to
crush the University of Halifax under

its foot, but the whole must be spiced |

with ridicule and low flings at Nova
Scotia, and th¢ men said to be 8pecially
invited by St. John ministers and goy.
ernors. The language that might he
used to charactérize this bit of refined
insult and abu-e we care not to employ,
Indignation, righteous indignation myst
not be indulged in. We spread out the
lacts to protect the innocent and waprp
the guilty, and we must remain content
to let those facts speak for themselves.
What are these facts?

An *“influential Nova Scotin Pas.
tor” iz invited by the St. John pastors
and * Governors of Acadia College in
that eity to attend an “informal Cop.
This pastor was urged b

to go. He went. He spent two
sulty nights in railroad travel and a
busy day in St. Johv.  This he did in
good faith. - What must be his surprise
when he takes up the Visitor whose
editor with others had invited him and
promised him ** hospitality ?” In that
paper he finds himself held up and pub-
licly misrepresentated. What a noble
business to engage in !

No. 4 contains its own refutation

If we are not mistaken the New
Brunswick people both inside and out.
side of St. John will think t(wice,
think a good while before they bind
themselves to the dictates of this St.
John caucos. Surely the movement
originated somewhere else !

e Ce
by

We are glad to find that our esti-
mate of the University of Fredericton
last week was in 80 many respects ac-
carate; and that *“a Senator ” has
given us sone¢ account of the present,
position of that institution. He says :

To the Editor of the Christian Messenger:

Sir,~In your leading article of the
Sth inst.,, you have thought proper to
make certain references to the Univer-
sity of New Brunswick, which can not,
in justice to the gentlemen connected
Wid) that Institution, be allowed torpass
without remark. You express your be-
lief that the Baptists-of New Brunswick
“do not much enjoy the privilege of
appropriating ' the funds devoted to
the support of the Uniyorsity; and that
they have never “gecold@in quid pro
quo for whap & i cctly, of
course) %JIuii W i
meant by FEMSK | otey, bt this
fact showB Ao uniderstddd, that the
Baptist bhod§ijin Newn Brunswick, owing
doubtless td their connection with
Acadia College, has never sought any
special representation in the Faculty or
the Senate of the Provincial University:
and the Senate has scarcely deemed- it
a right and proper thing to make any
special efforts to detateh the Baptist
body in New Brunswick from the Insti-
tution of their deliberate choice, When-
ever the Baptists of New Brunswick are
disposed to present their claims, in the
respects above mentioned, 1 believe
they will find the Senate ready to meet
their wishes, The doors of the college
are open to Baptist students equally with
others, and some of them have entered
those 4110()!'5 and gone out, with honor at
the completion of their course. Others
are in attendance at the present time,

" Your implication that the University
of New Brunswick is not controlled by
men whom the Baptists of New Bruns-
wick can hold in respect, is a wholly
unwarranted one, The Faculty of the
University is composed of five gentle-
(meu of recognized and scholarly attain-

nents, eminently qualified for the posi-
ions they fill. Morally and religiously
they are all men of high standing in ‘the
community., T'wo are members of the
Presbyterian church, one is an Episco-
alian, one a Methodist, and one a Free
Vill Baptist, The general success of
the University may be inferred from the
fact that from 1868 to 1876 it graduated
in Arts 86 young men., Acadia gradu-
ated during the same period 58,

A SENATOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW
BruNswick,

Our friend, * A Senator,” has con-
firmed our statements by giving the
denomination of the members of Faculty
at Fredericton. We had not the most
remote idea of calling in question their
scholarly attainments or their respect-
able standing in the community, nor
yet their moral and religious character.
Far be it from us to utter » word that
would encourage a doubt as to . their
heing worthy of the highest reﬂg’ct
and esteem, And yet we may affirm
that they are not men * in whose re-
ligious principles we (Daptists) fully
sympathize.”  Because our Baptist
brethren hold the Governors and
Faculty of Acadin College in so much
respect it does not follow that we, or
the Baptists of New Brunswick, cannot
respect those who control the Universi-
ty of New  Brunswick, Will “a
Senator ™ please put his pr tion, to
the profelfor in ioglc inw&‘::dinltiw-
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