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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

© “For the Christian Messenger.
Seuthern Baptist Conventien,

Dear Editory—

I have enjoyed the rare privilege of at-
tending the 21st Session of this body, re-
cently held in Richmond, Va. It is
what ! believe our Convention should
be, the Baptists of a given district unit-
ing to promote Home and Foreign Mis-
sions and Denominational Education,
making Home Missions if anything most
prominent.

'The interest of the meeting was also
to me greatly enhanced by the presence
and exercises of so many whose names
were familiar to me—probably to your
readers generally. Prominent among
there were Drs. Brurroughs, Jeter, Ful-
ler, Curry, Sampson, and Lorimer, and
Rev's. .MgArthur and Hawthorne of
New Yo Hartwell returned Chinese
Missionary, and J. A. Chambliss of
brief open-communion notoriety. It is
a singular coincidence that Dr. Tupper
has long been the Secretary of their
Foreign Mission Board.

Dr. Boyce presided with matchless
skill and energy, making most effective
use of a gavel from Palestine, the handle
of which was made from the balsam-
wood that fringes the Jordan and the
head of Olive. This was presented to
the body four years ago by Dr. Broadus
whose absence North just now was a
great disappointment to many beside
myself, as he shares with Dr. Curry the
almost homage of Southern Baptists.
Drs. Jeter and Fuller however also come
in for a large share. I became more or
less acquainted with a large number be-
side, whose names will henceforth have
to me new interest.

.

The congregations were very large |

throughout, evincing the interest of
Southern Baptists in these great ques-
tions, and in matters appertaining gene
rally to the welfare of the Denomina-
tion and the cause of Christ. Another
feature that pleased me was the general
feeling of interest taken by the mem-
bers, and the disposition of, and freedom
for all to participate in the proceedings.

A finer looking body of men—and I
may add, women—I] never saw, tall,
square shouldered muscular develope-
ments characterized almost every man
who rose to his feet. Andsuch a gene-
ral display of real oratory I think is not
usual farther North. Dr. Curry especi-
ally,is a magnificent representative of the
fiery,impassioned eloquence for which we
have all regarded the South as so famous.
He has just returned from a European
tour, and shows plainly that travel has
not narrowed his views.

For instance, speaking on the Foreign
Mission question he said we had not an
American Christ—He was the Son of
Man. Great Britain and the United
States should love each other, for they
are both set for the defence of the Gos-
pel. In talking of the North and South
he quoted some-body as saying years
ago, “ there is no Mason and Dixon’s
line in the kingdom of heaven,” so0
fearless of those not in perfect sympathy
of whom he had good reason to suppose
he was addressing not a few, he talked
freely of the union of “ black and white "
in Christ's work, and declared that
he had come back a better, American,
and could pray for the President of the
United States.

On the question of Education he mani-
fested similar fearlessness. In Virginia
there is as might be expected, strong
opposition to the free school system,
adopted at the close of the war asa
part of the re-construction policy. To
show how strong it is 1 need only re-
mark that a distinguished Presbyterian
clergyman, Professor in Union Theologi-
cal Seminary, openly, arid the Chairman
of the Faculty of Richmond College—
the Baptist Institution at Virginia—a
fellow-professor of Dr. Curry, over an
assumed name, have come out in the
public press in deadly oppesition to
the whole system, remanding educa-
tion to the old voluntary plan. To me
it is interesting and not a little instruc-
tive, that the ground upon which this
opposition is mainly based is that educa-
tion belongs to the family, the opposers
being strangely oblivious to the fact
that there it belongsto every family, and
that the State is but a combination of

families, Dr. Curry shews plainly which
way his sympathies run, and gives to
some, quite serious offence, by such in-
timations as the following:—Italy has
the good sense to be favorable to com-

i mon schools.

Romanismin this colntry -

has been modified by the public schools.
The remedy for the evils connected with

| one mixed population is to Educate,

And once he assured the audience that
he did not often allow ahy one to speak
in his presence on Education or soul-
liberty without saying something him-
self. ;

" This leads me to refer to his remarks
on a subject that will remind at last on'e
of your readers of a striking incident
in one of the New York Evangelical
Alliance Meetings, referring to his tour,
he said the European mind can’t give
up the idea of Church and State and
don’t understand the question. Of all
the discussions of it he had ever read,
his own was the only one that argued
it upon New Testament grounds. (A
voice — “ Spurgeon understands it.”)
Yes, but then Spurgecn happens to bea
Baptist. 1 have been accused of say-
hard things about the church. 1 have
not done it, but I have said hard things
of Church and State, and, God helping
me, I intend to say harder.

A man who talks that way, might be
expected in this country to be a pretty
decided Baptist. In that connection he
said Baptists are not Protestants. They
are not indebted to the Reformation—
waich was only half a Reformation. Re-
ferringtooneofthe native Italian Mission-
aries and his church, he said they have
without any human aid, through study of
the Scriptures alone, become thorough
Baptists—that is close-communion Bap-
tists. When asked if it would not be
better for all denominations to co-oper-
ate in Italy, he always said “ yes on a
New Testament basis.” He would go
out of his way to act with others, but
there is the same necessity for one De-
nomination there as here.

His account of the work at Rome was
deeply interesting. He said we had
been too sanguine aboutsuccess, opposi-
tion to Popery is not N. T. Christianity.
The obstacles there are greater than in
heathen lands, Romanism infects the
very air. ‘The people had had one thou-

we must not expect obtuse-angle re-
snlts. But all this is the effect of sin—
just the same sin.as in our hearts. And
our consolation is God reigns, they are
Christ’s heritage, and Jesus died. The
Gospel had made pagan England Chris-
tian, and it could do the same for worse
than pagan Rome. Christ became sin,
and can overcome it. He had pledged
the brethren there on behalf of the Board
and the Southern people, tostand by them
and not permit them to suffer, and that
the Mission should be reinforced and
sustained. '

He had attended the first Bible Society
meeting held within the walls of Rome.
Then exhibiting a New Testament that
he had purchased there for five cents, to
be placed in the College Library, he ex-
claimed : This is the panacea forall ills,
the,“ protoplastn ' of all reforms. So, in
advocating Home Missions, he said,
Christianity ‘is essential to thé perma-
nence of our institutions. Our mongrel
population must be fused. And nothing
can so fuse as the gospel. The cross is
the solvent of all our difficult problems.
Jesus is more than the Bible, He is the
Gospel. [ {espise religious cant—but if
the gospel can save me, it can save any
one. And if it has saved us, we should
bear it to others.

In my next which [ hope to complete

‘at home, I will do my best to bring to
your readers some other interesting

speakers and suggestions.
Yours very truly,
T. H. Porter.
Green Springs, Va., May 25, 1876.

P. S,—In letters from Dr. Curry just
published in Southern papers, I notice
the following :—

“ Qur people do not appreciate educa-
tion. They are not wiiling to make the
necessary sacrifices to secure an educa-
tion for their children. To turn an un-

less than a crime.”

Speaking of Great Britain he says :—
| pity the man who has not a feeling
of profound resi‘)ect and admiration for
a government that has existed improv-
ingly for a thousand years, and has
established nearly all of those great
characters of liberty which lie at the
foundation of republican institutions.”

v v M. P,

It was said by one of the mz;rtyrs
when going to the stake, “ Life is sweet
and death is bitter, but efernal life is
more sweet, and elernal death more
bitter.” |

o ———————

]

. --—-—

Crucify your sins, that have crucitied
your Saviour.

sand years of tyranny. Consequently -

educated man loose on society is little
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For the Christian Messenger.

Latin Exerclses,

Mr. Editor,—
I notice a brief communication in your
issue of the 10th inst., a little out of the
ordinary line of newspaper writing. The
writer, over a somewhat grandiloquent
signature, asks for a translation of several
sentences in Latin, and also for criti-
cism, and for a short essay in Latin. Is
he one of those ¢ Seniors” or * Fresh-
men ” who have of late been shaking
their Latin lances at one another? One
would conclude that this is the case;
for who but school boys pretend to write
Latin now-a-days? Isit pnot deemed a
merit to be rusty in Latin, and is not the
very assumption to be able to speak or
write, or even to read fluently, in that
old fashioned tongue, branded at once
with the designation of pedantry ? What
on earth was Latin made for, except to
be studied and drilled over at. the
Academy and College, and to assist in
getting an A. B, or an M. A., tacked on
to one's name? This, judging from
facts, would seem to be the idea of
scholars. But if Latin is worth learn-
ing, is it not worth remembering?
and where is the sense of pretending to
understand a language in which you can-
not express your common wants'and
thoughts ?

As for your humble servant, I labored
too hard and under too many disadvan-
tages to acquire a little knowledge of
that noble language, and have taken
too much satisfaction in the use of it, to
allow it to rust entirely out, and shall
fearlessly face both the taunt of pedan-
try, and the fear of criticism, while “I
read your friend’s writing and shew the
interpretation.”

He has given us four versions of a
common but significant proverb : viz.x

1. * Homines in vitreis domibus
viventes, non debent jaculari lapides.”

That is: “Men who live in glass
houses, ought not to throw stones.”

2. “ Non decet mortales aedes vitreas
inhabitantes, esse arrogantes jaculatores
lapidosorum missilium.” This is the
same thing, somewhat- inflated, and may
be thus rendered :

“ It does not become mortals inhabit-
ing class houses, to be arrogant hurlers of

*;Z missiles.”
is sentence so lar as Grammar is

concerned, is passible Latin; still I
L should have shuddered for one of old
Quintilian’s pupils had he carried up
such a ponderous sentence tohis master.
But perhaps the writer was aiming a
couple of rugged rocks at the head of
some poor wight, and meant to crush
him, and make fun of him, as he came
swaggeringly swinging his “ arrogantes™
—and his “ lapidoesorum missilium."”

3. “ Non est inhabitantium aedificior-
um vitreorum esse jaculatorum frag-
mentorum saxeorum.”
inhabitants of glassy houses to be
throwers of rocky fragments.” This
sentence illustrates and violates an im-
portant Rule of Latin Grammar. The
verb esse, to be, and some others, take

But the Genitive case is excepted.

Had your friend been writing Greek,
his “jaculatorum would have been in
the right case. But it is not good Latin.
He should have said jaculafores, in the
Accusative; and then there is a majestic
roll to the sentence, which finely illus-
trates the perspicuity and the grandeur
of the Latin Tongue.

4. In No. 4 there is an error, probab-

Presuming that the writer wrote materiis
“1 will thus correct it, and then it reads:
« Constituendum est omnibus homini-
bus mortalibus, vitam degentibus in
t uguriis e vitreis materiis wdificatis, esse

who live in huts composed of vitreous
materials, to be exceedingly cautious in
the business of throwing stones.” This
gsentence, if elegant writing were the
point, would bear pruning and changing.
But if it were the writer's design to ex-
hibit the flexibility and precision of the
language, and its- beauty, he has in my
judgment succeeded,

[ have now complied with a.part of
your correspondent’s request. I have
translated, criticised freely, praised and
censured. I trust he will not be offend-
ed, and 1 will take it as a favor if he or
any one else will apply the virqula
eritica to my performance.

He asks for a short Latin dissertation
on the application of this famous:pro

the same case after them as before them,_

longe cautissimis in lapidibus jaciendis,” -
« It should be a settled rescive:with all =

“It is not for the ®
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ly typographical—materii is not Latin‘.’)
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