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he had never before known him. Jona-
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BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1876.

INTERNATIONAL SERIES.
Suxpay, January 23rd, 1876 —David
in the Palace.—1 Sam. xviii. 1-16. B. C.
1063.

CoMMIT ré Mexory : Vs. 1, 12-16.

GoLpex Text.—* When a man’s ways
please the Lord, he maketh even his
enemies to be at peace withhim.” Prov.
xvi. 17.

Daiy Reapixes. — Monday, Psalm
xxxvii. 14-40. Tuesday, Proverbs xvi.
7-25. Wednesday, Romans xiii. 10-14.
Thursday, Esther vi. Friday, 1 Cor.
xiii. Saturday, Genesis xxxix. 1-0.
Sunday, 2 Cor. x.

Axavysis.—I Jonathan loves David.
Vs. 1-4. II. Saul envies David's praise.
Ve. 5-9. III Seeks to kill him. Vs.
10-12. IV. Fears him for his prosper-
ity. Vs. 13-16.

Exrosition. —The nafrative divides
naturally into four parts. David is the
hero to whom are directed (1.) The
royal favor, Vs. 1-5; (2) The popular
applause, Vs. 6. 7; (3) The king's rage,
Vs. 9-11;~(4) The king's fear, Vs.
12-16. Under these heads the subject
will be discussed.

I. The Royal Favor.— Verse 1-5.—
This comprehends the favor of both the
king and his son Jonathan. The present
lesson traces to its partial issue Saul's
favor ; the next will trace oul Jonathan’s
favor. These five verses are therefore
introductory to both lessons. Jonathan's
love for David and his compact with him
are described at the beginning doubtless |
because of their important bearing on
the mutual relations of Saul and David.

The love.— Verse 1| .— When he [ David |
had made an end of speaking, See xvii.
58. He may have before seen and heard
the young minstrel at his father’s house;

than loved him as his own soul. More |
than this he could not. This was “ per-
fect love,” friendship the most intense.
The history of the two shows that this
was not exaggeration.

The covenant — Verse 3—A covenant |
of course is mutual, thus showing, as |
does the later history, that the love was |
mutual. Only Jonathan's was gentioned |
in verse |, because his had been mainly |
kindled by the exhibition of David's |
character in the account, and l)uvid'ai
was mainly a l‘tm[ﬂ)n?i: to Lis. ' Besides, |
it was for Jonathan, 4s prince, to make |
the advances, and it was his affection
whose bearing on David’'s course is to be |
traced. ‘
the formal entrance into the covenant |
to have taken place at once.

superior rank explains it. He will give
the shepherd a token of his perfect social
equality. Saul tried to honor David
when going as Israel's chamﬁion. See
also Esther vi. 8. The bow with Jona-
than was the favorite weapon. 2 Sawm.
1. 18.

Il. Saul's favor with David. It is
probable that his favor also sprang in
part from affection. But it was not
strong and pure enough to keep out or
keep down envy and its workings,

The detention.—From that day; that
is, the day of the combat. This began
a new chapter in David’s life and educa-
uon. The elevation was military, to the
This,
however, was not till a later period when
he became the king's son-in-law, xvii.
22-30; xx.25. At first was employed
about the king's person, according to
xvi. 21. as armor-bearer.

The public honor.—He was accepled in
the sight, etc.— Verse H.—He was in
favor, but as the connection implies
with the king's approbation, and doubt-
less his active co-operation or manifesta-
tion of approval. The king honored
him, and hence he had honor in the eyes
of the king's servants, the military, and
other high officials.

111. Popular Applause.~ Verse 6, 7.—
The importance of this in the narrative
is manifest, since this occasions the loss
of the king’s favor. It was then a turn-
ing point in the history. |

(1) The time~Verse 6.— When David
was returned, etc. Probably months
after the killing of Goliath.

(2) The circumstances,— Verse 6.—By
the women and children come out to
shout, and sing, and dance the welcome
honor to the king and his army for a
p&t national victory and deliverance,

ocommand of the body-guard.

We need not perhaps suppose
.

_ | The Lord was wilh him.
The pledges.— Verse 4~—Only Jona-
than is said to have given any. His |

(3) The declaration.— Verse T.—~Saul
hath slain, etc. True and honest, but
unwise words. The enthusiasm for David

broke over proper bounds, Few kings

would willingly hear their peopra praise
even their favorites above themselves.

(5) The King's Rage.—Verse 9-1l.
The rage was, of course, the rage of
jealousy and envy, and was more keen
and intense on its first rise, and indeed
all the fiercer because of his love for
David. Its manifestations are degcribed
as being by words, by looks, and by
deeds.

By words.—Verse 8.—What can he
have more but the kingdom? David had
saved the king and his kingdom when
the king was pitifully helpless. He had
been true and loyal to the king, and it
was not David’s fault that the people
made the odious comparison.

By looks.— Verse9.—Saul eyed David.
The eye was all ablaze with hot envious,
jealous hate.

By deeds.— Verse 10, 11.—On the mor-
row ; that is, after the odious compari-
son. KEvil spirit from God. God per-
mitted Saul to come under the baleful
influence of an evil spirit, and hence the
spirit is said to be from him. God’s
control is as perfectover demons as over
men. Prophesied, etc.. Rather, was in
a frenzy, raving. David pl.yed, etc.
Faithful still, perhaps not fully aware of
the extent of Saul’s enmity to him. A4
This was a spear of the Jargest
kind. See Goliath’s described in xvii.
6. It “ was the habitual companion of
king Saul, a fit weapon for his gigantic
Cast his javelin [spear] with
a furious deadly threat, like the mad-
Yet his madness was not
David
Bscaped once and again.
The repetitions shows the king's fury
and David’s fidelity.

1V. The King's Fear.— Verse 12-16,
—We observe its rise, its manifestation,
and its increase. :

(1) Its rise.—~Verse 12—~How came
his rage to turn to fear? Verse 12 says
because he saw that Jehovah was with
David, but had left himm. His attempts
on David’s life failed; they brought to
himself in his calmer hours self con,
He saw David both pre-
served and advanced, and gradually,
naturally, terror took the place of burn-
The fear was, like the rage,
rooted in jealousy.

(2) Its manifestation.— Verse 13, 14.
—Gave him place away from the royal
residence and presence.

javelin.

stature.”

man he was.
that of an irresponsible man.
avoided, ete.

demnation.

Ing rage.

This seems to
have been intended as a dishonor. If
s0, the effect on David was not to drive
him into rebellion. He was just as
faithful there as he had been before.
Both to guide
him in the right way and to give him
favor with the people.

(3) Its increase.~ Verse 15, 16.—~The
cause of the increase was David's fidelity
and success. How miserably wrong is
that man who is terrified or enraged at
seeing another, especially his own ser-
vant, doing well his duty and gaining its
just reward. The fear must have con-
tinued to grow, because verse 16 shows
Whether, Saul
had learned of David’s anointing, and
had divined its meaning, is not told,
We need not suppose he had,

that its cause increased,

Questions.—How did SBaul treat David
at first? How afterward? What is
envy ? What are some of its causes ?
What is its effect? What does the
apostle James say of it? Jafiies iii. 16.

Vs. 1. Meaning of the name Jona-
than ? What corresponding word have
we in the New Testament ? John i. 45.
Why did Jonathan love David.

Vs. 3. How were covenanted friend-
ghips made ?

Ve. 4. David rejected Saul's garments;
why did he accept Jonathan's? How
are we taught to give? Rom. xii. 8,

Vs. 7. Was the praise of David dis-
creet?

more tormenting than jealousy? What
more cruel 7 Cant. viil 6.

Vs. 11. What kind of a life does David
already seem to have 7 Will any one of
us be unprotected if faithful to God?
1 Pet. iii. 13.

Vs. 13. What was BSaul's probable
motive in making David captain over a
thousand ?

Vs. 15. Of whom does David's good
behavior remind us? Gen. xxxix. 2, 3.

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher.
A singular instance of skepticism is

recorded in the case of a man whb said

the Bible was “ too good to be true.”

A VW emm—

A man is successful when he makes

life give him what he wants.

Vs. 9. What spirit of evil is there.

YOUTHS DEPARTMENT.

A Beautiful Father.

“Tell your mother you've been very
good boys to-day ;" said a mission school
teacher, to two little new scholars.

“0,” replied Tommy, looking up
eagerly into her face, * We hasn’t any
mother,” ,

“ Who takes care of you?” asked the
lady. y

“ Father does ; we've got a beautiful
father,—you ought to see him1”

“ Who takes care of you when he is at
work ?”

“ He ‘takes all the care’ before he
goes off in the morning and after he
comes back at night. He's a house
painter, but there isnit any work this
winter, so he’s doin' laborin’ till spring
comes. He says he won't let us eat city
soup and wear other folk's old clothes
when he is well and strong. He leaves
us a warm breakfast when he goes off;
and we have bread and milk for dinner,
and a good supper when he comes home.
Then he tells us stories, and plays on
the fife, and whittles out beautiful things
for us with his jack-knife ! you ought to
see our home and our father,—they are
both so beautiful.”

Before long the lady did see that home
and that father. The room was a poor
attic, graced with cheap pictures, autumn
leaves and other little trifles that cost
nothing. The father, who was at the
time preparing the evening meal for his
motherless boys, was at first glance only
a rough, begrimed laborer; but be-
fore the stranger had been in .the place
ten minutes, the room became a palace
and the man a magician. His children
had no idea they were poor; nor were
they so, with such a hero as this to
fight their battles for them.

This skilled mechanic, who thought it
an honor to work for the city rather than
eat the bread of dependence, and whose
grateful spirit lighted up the otherwise
dark life of his children, was preaching
to all about him more effectually than
is many & man in sacerdotal robes in
a costly temple. He was a man of
patience and submission to God’s will,
showing how to make home happy under
the most unfavorable circumstances.
He wag his boys to be high-
minded citizens, to put their shoulder
under burdens, rather than to become
burdens to society, in the days that are
coming.

He was, as his children had said, “a
beautiful father,” in the highest sense
of the words,—The Watlchman.

— —

" A Little Sermon.

“The children gather wood, and the
fathers kindle the fire, and the women
knead their dough, to make cakes to the
queen of heaven,”—Jeremiah vil, 18,

This verse tells you what some boys
and girls did & long, long time ago, in
the country where the Saviour was after-
wards born, and in a famous city, Jeru
salem. The people who dwelt there
were called Jews. “They had been taught
to worship the true God, who made all
" things, and who is wise and good. PBut af-
ter a while they becamne like the heath-
en around them. Instead of worship-
ping God, they worshipped the * queen
of heaven,”’ for so they called the moon.
Now the moon is beautiful to look at,
and ought to make us think of God, who
made it to give light in the night-time,
jut those evil Jews thought it was a god,
though it has'mo more sense than a lump
of clay. Theyused to get together in
the streets of the city and in groves to
offer to it sacred cakes, thinking the
“queen of heaven” weuld be pleased
with such worship, and would love and
favor them, Everybody had something
to do in this work; the father, the
mother, and the children. The women
made the cakes, and the fathers made
the fire to bake them in, But it was the
children that gahered the wood to make
the fire with, each one bringing an arm-
ful or a handful; and perhaps a very
little child tottling along with a single
twig in its tiny hand, You see that but
for what the children did, the poor
“ queen of heaven' would have had no
cakes |

How very foolish all this was, you say.
Yes, it was, and very sad, too. But it
shows how yery important even little
folks can be in any work.

You who live in thi»'hsppy, Christian
land, know better than to do as these
Jewish children did. But their active
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from ‘our sight.

Can you not do as much to please and

- | honor your kind Heavenly Father, the

King of Heaven, as they did to please
the senseless moon? Surely there is
something you can offer to God. It may
by very small,no more in value than a
handful of sticks. But if it be all you
can give, and you give it out of love,
God will accept it. It may be a kind
word, a loving deed, an act of self-denial,
or of obedience to your parents. It
may be.giving of your little treasures to
teach heathen children to love nn;l wor-
ship the true God and Jesus Christ His

‘Son, instead of bowing down %o senseless

idols. There are many thousands of
such children. Will you not honor your
lieavenly Father by doing somethimg
for them ? Gather and bring in your
little sticks to make a fire of love that
shall lighten and warm the dark, cold
homes of those little ones over the sea,
who haye never heard His name.—Ib.

« -

¢ New every llornhg:”

[How many bright things there are in
the book of Lamentations! It has a sad
title, and in our happy moods we should
hardly think of turning its leaves. Our
instinct would be to go to it in our grief
to find suitable utterances of our bur-
dened hours,, We open to its lines as
those who walk under a weeping sky and
beneath the rain of falling tears. But
our walk will often, as we look up, show
us a rift in the clouds, and the blue sky
shining through, and the blessed sun-
ghine streaming down.

Here is an utterance that has the sun-
beams in it: “’lhe Lord's mercies are
new every morning.”” What an assur-
ance this is to carry with us in all our
wayfaring through this worldl

The future is always dark to us. The
shadows brood over it. A veil hides it
What is under the
shadows, what is behind the veil, what
advancing to meet us out of the imper-
vious mist, none of us can known. Nor
need we care to know. We have no
anxious questions to ask. This is enough
for all that is coming--The Lord’s
mercies are new every morning.'’ The
mornings yet to brealk upon us may be
heavy with storms ; no matter, the new
mercies will not fail,—Dr, Stone.

« -ow s e

A Figure from the Orehard,

Do you see that pear-tree—you don't
gee it now for the leaves are all off, but
you might have seen it six weeks ago.
There is a great load of splendid pears
upon it, and the boughs hang down
ready to break. BStand under it, and
you can almost hear it talk. Istood un-
der one of mine lately, and 1 fancied 1
could. hear it say, ‘ Baskets, baskets,
baskets.” Do you know what for? Sup-
pose 1 had got some baskets full of fruit
and laid them under the tree, would the
tree have wanted them? Noj; the tree
would still be erying out, * Baskets,
empty baskets, empty baskets.” DBut
suppose the baskets had said, “ No, we
are not fit to be under the tree; if we
were half full we should be fit.” Then
I should have said, “ Nonsense ; the
emptier the basket is, the fuller it is for
the tree's purposes and wants. Get
ready, for empty baskets are the very
thing the tree wants.,” And so with the
precious Lord Jesus. He is like the
apple-tree in the midsteof the wood,
laden with beauteous fruit; and he
wants you to eome to im that you may
be filled. Is any half full? Let us be
filled to the brim, brother; and those
that are empty, let your very emptiness
be an encguragement to you. You can
hold the more of Christ the emptier you
are. O empty sinner, there 15 a full
Christ for you—an everlasting, onmipo.
tent, ever-blessed, never-failing Saviour.
Cast yourself into His arms, and just fol-
low me with your hearts while 1 say this
verse—

A guilty, weak, and helpless worm,

In Christ’s kind arms [ fall ;, &

He is my strength and righteousness,
My Jesus and my all.

— (. H. Spurglon.
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‘THE LITTLE ONES GRATITUDE.~The Mayor
of lLeeds (Alderman Marsden) has been
presented with a bible and an illumin-
ated address, which had been subscribed
for by 23,000 Bunday school children, in
| recognition of the mayor's kindness to

them on the occasion of the visit of the
Duke of Edinburgh to open the York-

and cheerful zeal is worth your imitation. |

shire Exhibition.
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The Pligrimage of Sorrowful,

By Euvizasera Parrex Hunr.
Edited by Mrs. Hunt-Morgan.
CHAPTER XVIIIL

Sorrowful closed the book, and thus
mused within herself :

“ By what T have read, thisis a forbid

den road, and if I would have the bless-

sing of my Lord, I must ‘not enter it.
Oh! what shall T do? I do not think

that any pilgrim has ever met with such

thorns and briers as I have; they are
not left to wander so long in Tribula-
tion ; vhey know litttle of my woes—of
the anguish that is rending my heart—
of the sorrows that are drinking up all
my spirits! I am weary of my life; |
am a burden to myself; my tears are
my meat and my drink ; the sorrows of
my heart are enlarged ; O ! was ever any
mortal sorrow like unto my sorrow; O'!
what have I already endured in Tribula-
tion! I cannot endure the like again !
But stop, why is it that my sufferings
have been great? Ah! I well know
the reason ! If, like other pilgrims, I
had said, when difficulties present.
ed themselves to my view; ‘Lord, thy
will be done ;' instead of looking to the
right hand, and to the left, to see how
those difficulties might be avoided, then
I should have known something of
happiness even in Tribulation ; and shall
1 wander again? But would it be wan-
dering to go in this way? Perhaps it
would not ; it does not appear like a by-
path ; and, as Plausable says, it may
have been cast up on purpose ; but then
it is not the direct road, it is not
straight forward, 1 must turn to enter
it ; but thep, can 1 proceed in the way
right before me? It is nearly choked-
up with thorns and briers, that grow on
each side ; O what shall T do! Did I
read the words in my book correctly ?
[ will turn to them again:—* If ye wholly
set your face to enter into this road, and
go there, then it_shall come to pass that
the evil which ye feared, shall overtake
you, and the things whereofye are afraid
shall come upon you there; there shall
ye meet with the sword, with the famine,
and with the pestilence ; and none shall
escape from the evil that I shall bring
upon them ; and ye shall be an execration,
and an astonishment, and a ¢urse and «
reproach ~—Ah! it is indeed clear, not
withstanding all that Plausable may
say—notwithstanding the fair appear-
ance of the road itself,—that I ought not
to take one step in it. O! what shall 1
do 1"

She looked at the briers and thorns
and saw in her path the Lord the Prince.
He looked at her and said :

“If you wish to be plunged deeper
in Tribulation ; if you wish to have diffi-
culties to encounter of which as yet you
know but little ; if you wish to spend
the remainder of your days in bitterness
of soul ; if my blessing, my presence are
not desired by thee, then follow Plaus-
ible.” '

When he had so said, e commisioned
Grace and Fverlasting-Love to attend
her very closely, and they spoke of Him
in_strains so exalted, that she sprang
forwards, exclaiming : ;

“Jord, I will follow Thee whitherso
ever Thou goest!”

Sorrowful's heart so entirely accorded
with the last words she uttered, that she
passed with ease over those thorns
which she had before so_greatly dreal-
ed ; and although they wounded her
little, yet she scarcely was aware of it.

She now entered Nelf-Denial a plea-
sant country, and one in which none
who love their Prince can be miserable.
Here she was 8o happy as to be a won-
der to herself; here, day after day,
she walked with her Lord, and with
Grace and Everlasting-love. The ene-
mies who used most to distress her,
were kept at a distance, or f they were
near, she saw them not. It is true that
Mistrust would sometimes get near
enough to tell her that this happiness
could not last long ; and she herself often
feared that it would not. But not only
day after day, but week after week, and
even month after month, her bliss con-
tinued, to her joyful surprise, The sun
shone brightly, the birds sang sweetly.
and flowers of lovely appearance were on
each side of the way. Her Lord was
daily with her, and daily was she com-
forted. She would sometimes stand
still, not from any desire to halt in her
race, but in order to view the surround-
ing country ; she would then think of
her past wanderings, her past miseries,
and eontrast the past with the present;
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