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The Christian Rlessenger. 

BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1876. 

INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 

Suxpay, May 21st, 1876.—Christian 

Fellowship —Acts 1v. 23-37. 

Corr To Memory : Vs. 32, 33. 

GoLpeN Text. —“ We beiftg-many, are 

one body in Christ, and every o
ne mem- 

bers one of another. Romans xil. Oh 

DaiLy  Reapives.— Monday, Psalm ii. 

Tuesday, Psalm xxii. Wednesday, Jas. 

ii. 1-17. Thursday, Romans xii. Friday, 

Acts xvi. 19-33. Saturday, Acts Xv. 

35-41. Sunday, Matthew xxv. 14-30. 

ANaLysis.—I. Going to their own. Vs. 

23. II. Praise and prayer. Vs. 24-30. 

III. Descent of Holy Ghost. Vs. 31. 

IV. Unity and community. Vs. 32-31. 

Community oF Goons.—The greater 

number of the members of the early 

apostolic church were extremely poor. 

But their brotherly love was so perfect 

that alms-giving was quite as spontane- 

ous as it was necessary. Itat once im- 

pelled them to renounce all their earthly 

possessions, and to establish a perfect 

community of goods. Still, it does’ not 

appear that there was any abolition of 

the rights of property, as the words of 

Peter to Ananias very well show., Acts 

v. 4. Nor was it designed, even to the 

extent that it was literal and absolute, 

ceeding ages. Only the spirit of bounti- 

ful benevolence, especially on the part 

of thewich to the poor, is a model for 

the church in all time. 

ExrositioN.—1. Peter and John's Re 

port.— Verse 23.—Being let go. Dis- 

missed by the Sanhedrim. See vs. 22. 

To their own company. Literally, “to 

their own [friends.]” That is, to the 

Christians who were made to feel keenly 

that with the enemies of Christ they 

could not be at one. So intense was 

the feeling that separation was inevit- 

able. We need not suppose all the 

Christians assembled together. ~ One 

meeting would represent all. Reported 

all. It was matter of common interest 

and utmost importance to the rising 

church. Those events constituted a 

crisis. Peter and John, and they to 

whom the report was made, so under- 

stood them, as the following verses show. 

Verse 24.— Lifted up their voice. On 

hearing the report. The language be- 

tokens strong emotion. One - accord. 

We may suppose that in the assembly 

one spoke and expressed the feeling of 

all which, by responses, or in some other 

way, would manifest itself. 1 Cor, xiv. 

13-33. All, however, could repeat to- 

gether the Psalm, chanting or singing, 

when some one had proposed or begun 

it. Lord. The word signifies Sovereign 

Ruler. : 
Verse 25.— Who by the mouth of thy 

servant David. The second Psalm does 

not bear David's name in the inscription, 

but it occurs in the first collection of 

Psalms, i-xli, which all save four bear 
his name, and probably without excep- 

tion are from his pen. The words are 
here understood as being from God, 

through David. Why did the heathen, 

etc. See Ps. ii. It was doubtless oc- 

casioned by events in David's own rule, 

but looked beyond David and his reign 

to the great Son of David, and his rule. 

Rage. The commotion of great multi 
tudes moving for rebellion. People. In 

Heb., “peoples.” Imagine. Devise, 
plot that which is vanity. 

Verse 26.— The kings stood up. Took 
a hostile stand. Gathered together. 

God’s holy purpose carried out through 
man’s wicked purpose, yet without the 

holiness of God's purpose becoming 

thereby even tinged or touched with 

the wickedness, and without the wicked- 

ness of man becoming thereby even 

palliated. This must be, not in excep- 

tional cases of wicked doing, but uni- 

versally ; otherwise there is no all-com- 

prehending providence. Noman need 

be troubled by or about God's decrees, 

if he has no trouble with God's dealings. 

Verses 29, 30.—Their view of the situ- 

ation,given above, prompts their prayers 

for help to enable them to meet it. 

With all boldness, etc. As Peter and 

John had already been enabled to do, 

even before the Sanhedrim. By stretch- 

ing forth, ete. Or, “while” so doing 

—God’s visible action sustaining their 

faith and giving boldness. And that 

signs, etc. A prayer, based partly on 

Christ's promises (John xiv. 12-14), 

partly on the miracle of healing, and 

partly on the inward prophetic teaching 

of the Spirit. These external works 

and signs would and did strengthen the 

early Christians, and hasten their con- 

quests. Holy child. Or rather “ser 

vant,” the same word as in verse 2), 

and in verse 27. 

II. The unity of the Spirit.— Verse 

31.— When they had prayed. As in 

verses 29, 30. In answer to that prayer. 

— The place was shaken, etc. As by an 

earthquake, though the clause “ where 
they were assembled together,” seéms 

by implication to limit the phenomenon 

to that place. Filled with the Holy 

Ghost [Spirit.] A new communication 

coming td give power for the new emer- 
gency, and as a pledge of adequate help 

in every future emergency. God both 

inspired and answered their prayers. 

Verse 22.~The multitude, etc. Liter- 

ally, “the heart and the soul of the 

multitude of them that believed was 
one.” wn close to Jésus, they were 

thus drawn close to each other—-with | 
one spirit. The intensity’ of life, and 
so of the fellowship, was greater by rea- 

son of the intensity of the opposition. 
Neither said any of them, etc. The 
fellowship of spirit showed itself in out- 
ward fruits. Many of the converts were 
poor, many of them probably visitors to 

the feast at Jerusalem, and remaining 

beyond the time for which they had 

made provision ; very many of them 

very poor, all of them doubtless in the 

midst of these unwonted displays of 
God's power, giving much if not all of 
their time to religious services. Under 

such circumstances special provision 

would be needed to meet their expenses, 

to furnish food, etc., and it is very pro- 
perly noted by Luke, as an evidence of 

the power of the new religion, that men 
of wealth had their hands as well as 
their hearts opened by God's grace. It 

has been said that conversion has three 
stages : (1) of the head, (2) of the 

heart, and (3) of the purse—when it is 

complete. They simply obeyed the in- 

Junction in Phil. ii. 4-9. 

Verse 33.— With great power, ete. 

Doubtless referring to the effect of their 
testimony on the people, which was 

partly due to the spirit and authority 
with which they spoke, partly perhaps 

to the accompanying miracle. Besides, 
the word fitted the people’s wants, and 

the Spirit opened the people's hearts to 
receive the word. See Matt. vii. 29. 

The resurrection of the Lord Jesus. The 
central fact in the gospel, as it presents 

Jesus as our finished and accepted atone 

ment, our living and exalted Lord, the 
eternal life. There was special reason 

for pressing into prominence the bare 
Combined, organizing and heading up 
the universal rebellion. The Lord. That 

is, God, though in the New Testament 
currently used of Jesus Christ. Christ. 
In Hebrew, Messiah ; in English, An- 

ointed. This verse brings out the 

doctrine so often insisted upon by the | 

Saviour, that all hostility to Christ, his 

words, works, and reign, arises from | 

enmity to God. 
Verse 27.—Thy holy child [servant] 

Jesus. Jesus was hated and hunted, 

because he was holy. Whom thou hast | 

anointed [didst anoint]. Hence the 

title Messiah, Christ. The people of 
Israel. In the Psalm itis “ peoples” 
—simply - and most naturally parallel 
with “heathen” [nations], and not re- 
ferring to Israel. But there Israel is 

conceived as loyal, and here the nation 

is recognized as in fact disloyal, and 
hence essentially heathen, or even 

worse. 

Verse 28.—~To do, ete. Here we see 

"and his. 

| Great grace. Probably here, as usually, 

fact of the resurrection just then, as it 
was not, as now, generally accepted ; 

and as the apostles were speaking to 

those who had actually killed Christ, 

and gloried in that as the end of him 
Of course the magnificent im- 

port of the resurrection must ever make 
that fact central in all gospel preaching. 

favor from God, rather than from men 

—spiritual, not worldly prosperity. 

Verses 36, 37-—Joses, etc. This Bar- 

nabas became the associate of Paul, and 

a celebrated laborer—xiii. 1, and fol- 

lowing. The title given him indicates 
the power and nature of his ministry. 

On the laws concerning the Levites, in 

the respect of property, see Num. xviii. 

20, 25-32 ; xxxv. 1-8. No law existed 

prohibiting them from holding property 

when living, like Barnabas, away from 

Palestine. 
2 

“their own "" to be found? Acts ii. 46. 
What did they report ? 
Vs. 25. What is the distinctive char- 

acter of the second Psalm ? What other 
Psalms are Messianic ? Ps. lxxii. 10, 
and others. What does the citation of 
Old Testament Scriptures by Jesus and 
by his apostles teach us respecting their 
inspiration? 2 Peter i. 21. 

Vs. 28. How could this be “deter- 
mined before ”’ and man be responsible ? 

Vs. 29. Why did théy not pray to be 
delivered from their enemies? How 
came they to be so careless of trial ? 

Vs. 30. Why did they pray for healing 
power? Had it been promised ? Matt. 
E87 

Vs. 31. Does not this verse teach that 
there are degrees of spiritual influence ? 
Vs. 32. In what sense were ‘all 

things common ''? Did the early Chris- 
tians have the right of property? How 
did the apostles afterward provide that 
money Sensi be. distributed to the 
poor? Acts vi. 1-4 

Vs. 36. What did Barnabas afterward 
become ? How should money be used ? 

— Baptist Teacher. 

SuNpay, May 28th, 1876.—Lying unto 
God.—Acts v. 1-11. 

——e 

THE SABBATH SCHOOL. 
A Superintendent writes: “It is the 

half an hour before the school-session 
begins, and teachers and scholars are 
supplied with books. When the time 
for opening the school arrives, the 
library is closed, and those who are late 
receive no books.”-— Teacher. 

In answer to the question, “ Should a 
Superintendent make a formal address 
to the school, interspersing it with 
queries?’ Dr. Vincent recently . an- 
swered as follows: “ Sometimes an ad- 
dress of two or three minutes is good. 
If questions are asked, put them wisely. 
I would ask four questions on each 
lesson, and then, when you come to the 
review, you will have an excellent basis 
for that exercise when the four queries 
of each preceeding Sabbath can again 
‘be. repeated.” : 

In Cincinnati, at a Sunday-school meet- 
ing, the little children were repeating 
verses, and one of them, a little child only 
four years of age,got up. She was so small 
she had to be stood up on a seat. She 
got scared at the people, and was afraid 
to repeat the verses her mother had 
been teaching her through the week— 
** Suffer little children.” With trembling 
lip and heart she said, “ Suffer little 
children,” and then broke down. She 
commenced again, ‘Suffer little chil 
dren to come,” and broke down the 
second time. She attempted it the 
third time, * Suffer little children to 
come, and don't any of you stop them 
Jrom one and all to come.” She had got 
the meaning of the phrase. 
not have given a better one. 

YOUTHS’ DEPARTMENT. 
Deg-gerel Lines, 

Here are some lines with blanks 
which need the names of different 

varieties of dogs to make rhyme. Boys, 
try and fill them up, 

There was a man whose name was Daniel, 
1 He had a handsome ——, 
He thought he’d change it for a better, 

2 So, he bought instead, a splendid —; 
Though soon he sold it to a farrier, 

3 And tried to buy a well trained — ; 
But found the salesman a deceiver, 
And took instead a black — ; 
And then to make him all the merrier, 
He purchased a most lively —— ; 
Then stepped aside and bought an eagle, 
Yet fancied he should like a ——; 
Which undesirable he found, 
So changed it for a young ——; 
Then saw upon a crimson rug 

8 What he declared “a lovely —;” 
He wished to own it when his eye 

9 Fell on a little dog from = ; 
But as he whistled “ Yankee Doodle ”’ 

10 Up sprung a very clever ——; 
While close behind him there did stand 

11 A huge black-coated ~—— —— ; 
And yet to purchase it was folly, 

12 He'd rather have a faithful —— ; 
Or though to get one might be hard, 

13 He'd like to have & —— —, 
Just then a man like an Albanian 

14 Led by a snowy —— ; 
But how: the little creature snarls, 

15 "Tis snappish as a small 
So many dogs did quite confuse, 
And Daniel found it hard to choose, 
And quite impossible to find 
One that was suited to his mind ; 
Some were too large and some too small, 
Ana 80 he’d have no dcg at all. 
—_———e— [* ---—— —— 

S
c
 
O
v
 

=
]
 

A Country Boy. 

BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD. 

Jack was a little country boy, brought 
up upon a farm, where’ he’d good whole- 
some food to eat, and clothes to keep 
him warm ; but as for books, and toys, 
and games to interest and please, why 

Jack knew very little of such articles as 
these. 

He bad the cows to milk and drive, 
the chickens all to feed, and in the 

QuesrioNs, — Vs, 23. Where were spring-time he must plough and early 

custom in our school to open the library | 

She could T 

sow the seed. , Then he must hoe, and 
pull the weeds, and do a thousand chores, 
that kept him busy all the time and 

mostly out of doors ; so when the sunset 
hour arrived, the cattle housed and fed, 
Jack was so sleepy he was glad to tum: 
ble into bed. 

You'll think, of course, this little coun- 
try boy, Jack Bunce, grew up quite ignor- 
ant, or in other words, a dunce ; but Jack 
knew more of Nature's ways and all her 
curious nooks, than he could learn by 
sitting down and poring over books. 
He knew the name of every bird that 

lived within the wood, and saw just how 
they built their nests, and where they 
sought their food ; and every leaf and 
tree Jack knew extremely well, although 
he couldn't read or write, and never 

learned to spell. 
But when the winter days came on, 

Jack had much less to do, and thinking 

over many things he got a little blue; 
and so one morning he exclaimed, “You 
ignorant Jack Bunce, do you intend to 
live this way and be a stupid dunce? 
You'll want to see the world, perhaps 

go prowling round New York, and how'd 
you like the girls to say, ‘There goes a 

country gawk’?” 
So Jack began to think ‘t was time 

to polish up his mind, if in the race he'd 

not. be left a dozen leagues behind ; “and 
though I may not leave the place where 
I was born.” Jack said, “ I'll make a 

better fatmer if I cultivate my head.” 
He had not learned to smoke or chew; 

he was afraid toswear ; and so had grown 
up pure and good in that sweet country 
air ; and in whatewer way he chose his 

talents to employ, he'd always be in any 
place an honest country boy ! 
And so he rose by dint of downright 

steady work, (for any task Jack entered 
on he never meant to shirk,) until the 
people in the place began to see at once 
there couldn't be a better man for May- 
or than Jack Bunce. 

| His heart is in the country though his 
head has come to town, and he keeps his 
country manners, though he never was a 
clown ; but what I mean is this, that 
Jack retains, in very truth, the freshness, 
and the purity, the tenderness of youth; 
so that whatever cares may come, what- 
ever ills annoy, Jack Bunce can drop 

the robes of state and be a country boy: 
—Christian Weekly. 

> 

How the French do Ki. 

The French butcher separates the 

bones from his steaks, and places them 
where they will do the most good. The 
housewife orders just enough for each 
person and no more, even to the coffee. 
If a chance visitor drops in, somebody 

quietly retires and the extra cup is so 
provided, but nothing extra by careless- 
ness of intention. When the pot has 
boiled, the handful of charcoal in the 

little range Ys extinguished, and waits 
for another time. No roaring cook- 
stoves and red-hot covers all day long 
for no purpose but waste. The egg laid 

to-day costs a little more than the one 
laid last week. Values are nicely esti- 
mated, and the smallest surplus is care- 

fully saved. A thousand little economies 
are practised, and it is respectable to 
practise them. Cooking is an economi- 
cal as well as a sanitary and gustatory 
science. A French cook will make a 

"franc go as far as an American house- 
wife will make three, and how much 

farther than the American Bridget no- 
body knows—we should = probably be. 
greatly astonished, could the computa 
tion be made how much of the financial, 
recuperative power of France is owing 

to her soups and her cheap food ; better 
living, after all, than the heavy bread 
and greasy failures of our culinary ignor- 
ance. 

The French man’s or woman's financial 
conscience will not permit waste, or ex- 
ceeding the income, no matter how 
small. The Paris workman saves some- 

thing every day out of his little wages, 
despite all the city enticements, and by- 
and-by is apt to go back to his native 
village and purchase his little plot, and 
live on it contented, never poor enough 
to be insolvent. With French economy, 
we should not only be richer than 
France, but our rapidly accumulating 
material resources would help to build 
a national prosperity and renown that 
France with her antecedents and en- 
cumbrances can never emulate. The 
want of our financial future and our 
national honesty is—not more green- 
backs,but—more economy.—Springfield 
Republican. 
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LAME i 1s 

~The celebrated experiment of Benja- 
min Franklin, by which he demonstra. 
ted the identity of lightning and the 
common electric spark, was performed 

kite, he covered it with a silk handker. 
cheif instead of paper, so that it would 
stand rain, attached a tail, etc. The up. 
per end of the cross had an iron point, 
connected by a string to the usual kite 
cord, which was of hemp. To the lower 
end of the cord an iron key was attached, 
and to that a short length of silk ribbon 
as a non-conductor, by which the kite 
string could be safely held in the hand, 
On the approach of a thunderstorm he 
proceeded to a common near the city, 
and with the assistance of hig son, sent 
up the kite. Ere long the thuhder cloud 
approached, the electricity came down 
the kite string, and Franklin, standing 

under a shed, received the electric sparks 
through his knuckles which he applied 

-t6 the key, and charged his Leyden jar 
by putting its conductor in contact with 
the key. The rain then fell, which im- 
proved the conductivity of the kite cord, 
and the ‘electricity appeared in increas- 
ed quantity. 
The news of this wondeful experiment 

rapidly spread over the world, and was 
extensively repeated. In France, Pro: 
fessor Romas made a kite seven feet 
high, with a fine wire interwoven in the 
string. The kite was raised five hun- 
dred and fifty feet,and is alleged to have 
yielded flashes of electric fire ten feet in 
length. In St. Petersburg, Professor 
Richman, while attempting to repeat 
Franklin's experiment, received so heavy 

a charge of electricity that he fell dead. 
This was in 1793. 
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Whittier*s Centennial Hymn, 

Our father, God! from out whose hand 
The centuries fall like grains of sand, 
We meet to-day, united, free, 
And loyal to our land and thee, 
To thank thee for the era done, 
And trust thee for the opening one. 

Here where of old, by thy design, 
The fathers spake that word of thine. 
Whose echo is the glad refrain 
Of rended bolt and falling chain. 
To grace our festal time from all 
The zones of earth our guests we call. 

Be with us while the New World greets 
The Old World, thronging all its streets, 
Unveiling all the trinmphs won 
By art of toil beneath the sun; 
And into common good ordain 
This rivalship of head and brain. 

Thou who hast here in concord furled 
The war-flags of a gathered world, 
Beneath the western skies fulfil 
The Orient’s mission of good will, 
And, freighted with Love's golden fleece, 
Send back the Argonauts of peace. 

For art and labor met in truce, 
For beauty made the bride of use, 
We thank thee, while withal we crave 
The austere virtues strong to save, 
The honor groof to place or gold, 
The manhood never bought or sold | 

Oh make thou us,through centuries long, 
In peace secure, and justice strong; 
Around our gift of freedom draw 
The safeguards of thy righteous law, 
And, cast in some diviner mould, 
Let the new cycle shame the old! 

The music for the above was written 
by J. H. Paine and was first rehearsed 
on the 3rd of May by the Centennial 
chorus,numbering nearly 900 voices. The 
music of the hymn, like the hymn itself, 
is so natural and simple in the flow of 
its measures that but few repetitions 
were necessary before the expression, as 
well as the music, was fully acquired and 
rendered. 

A little boy, eleven years old, of a 
small village in Bohemia, called Grei- 
ffendorf, wrote, without the knowledge 
of his parents, to the Emperor of Austria, 
the following letter, of which we give 
the literal translation :—“ Mr, Emperor 
at Vienna, I should like to become a 
priest ora teacher. My father is a poor 
weaver, and has no money. Have the 
kindness, Mr. Emperor, and send me 
some money that I may learn to be a 
priest or a teacher, just ag you wish. I 
salute you, the Mrs. Emperor, and the 
children.—(Signed) Josep BeENNESCH." 
The above letter duly reached the 
private secretary, and was forwarded to 
the Emperor at Hungary. The innocent 
style seems to have found favour, as 
Shorey afterwards the burgo-master of . 
the village received an official tele 
to report about the circumstances of the 
case, and these having turned out satis. 
factory, the school inspector of the 
neighboring town, Zwittau,was instruc 
to take the 4 into board and give hi 

0 every facility for his education. 

by him in June, 1752, at Philadelphia, - 
Pa. Having made a small crossstick - 
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