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BAPTISTS IN HIGH PLACES. 

The epochs of Baptist 
periods of earnest Bible 
found religious 

and Ba; stivts, 

in, D. D.. of 

convie tion. 

read with new insight 

been previously unknown. 

from their ranks to other churches. 

aMwth are 
tudy and pro- 

When, 
fromm any cause, the Word of God is 

t, and men turn 
from human traditions zo divine au- 
thority, Baptists multiply even where 
the name amd the peculiar beliets have 

In periods 
of spiritual lethargy and compromise, 
when deference to human opinions 
overrules the appeal to the divine 
Word, Baptists decline, and many pass 

ee ba tism was by 
. Dunster had long been persuad- 
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TR SRLS a 

But he held strongly to 

| Scriptures, hence 1 am not offended 
| when it is used.” It is evident from a 
letter written in 1651, that he still be- 
lieved in infant baptism. Dut the trial 

‘of Clarke, and the public whipping of 
Holmes in State street (where the old 
State-House now stands), led him to a 
new study of the Scriptures. As 
| Backus says, “By Sardi into these 
. matters, Mr. Dunster was brought 
openly to renounce infant baptism.” 
Like an honest man, when his opinions 
changed, he avowed his new faith. 
He preached against infant baptism in 
the parish church at.Cambridge, and 
defended believers’ baptism. 

| The consternation was immedia\@ 
amd universal. - ‘The whole Colony 
was in a ferment. What could be 
done? If Mr. Dumpster retained his 
office as President, there was danger of 
infection to the students and churches. 
But how could he be removed? He 
was no insignificant person like Holmes, 

. but a man universally honored, a popu- 
lar preacher, an eminent scholar, a suc- 
cessful President for more than twelve 
years. As President Eliot says, * The 
strongest, because involuntary, testi- 
mony is borne to the intellectual pe 
and moral influence of Dunster, by the 
alarm his defection excited, and the 
harsh measures dictated by that feel- 
ng. 

It was a hard dilemma. He must 
be silenced, or removed at all hazards, 
and prompt measures were. adopted to 
reach this end. Mr. Mitchel, the pas- 
tor, expostulated with him to recover 
him from the strange error, but found 
himself in danger of falling into the 
snare. He writes (Dec. 24, 1653) : 
“ That day, after I came from him, I 
had a strange experience. I found 
hurrying and pressing suggestions 
against Pedobaptism, and injected 
scruples and thoughts whether the 
other way might not be right, and in- 
fant baptism an invention of men ; and 
whether I might with conscience 
baptize children, and the like. And 
these thoughts were darted in with 
some impression, and left a strange 
confusion and sickliness upon my spirit.” 
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pressure was hy 

provision for a new Fresident, ‘in 
-case-he persi resolution more 
than one nio 

e conference had né effect; and a 
a dh ‘him to force a 

resignation, w he gent in to the 
‘General Cobrt Juhe 10, 1658. The 
Court referred it 16 the Board of 
‘Overseers, with the i nstruetion to make 

Neither the: -<S Br nor the 
Board of" wished to lose him. 
‘He had all the qualities for a success- 
ful “had Built up the 
College in Bot They hoped 
he would 3m to kedp silent on bis 
new views. Hubberd writes, “ He 
might have been cémtjrited, if he had 

n endowed with t tisdom which 
y others have wanted besides him- 

self, to have kept this singuiar opinion 
to himself.” Silence might have pur- 
chased permanence in his office. A 
willingness to barter conscience for 
place would have won pardon for the 
past and favor for the future. 

But Mr. Dunster, though gentle and 
amiable, and averse to strife, was loyal 
to duty. He cculd not be silent when 
conscience made him speak. He must 
follow the Master; thouglifieary crosses 
lay in the way. Knowin® that Lie was 
sharply watched, and that silence 
would be regarded as a confession of 
error, he rose in the church at Cam- 
bridge on Sunday, July 30, 1654, and 
protested against the beptistn adminis- 
tered to infants, as “not according to 
the institution of Christ” This act 
sealed his d@bu. He was indicted by 

worship ; the Dieser informed him 
that his removal was essential to the 
peace of the College and the Colony, |} 
and on Oct. 24, 1654, he sent in a 
second and final resignation. On the 
same day, the Overseers instructed Mr. 
Richard Mather and Mr. Norton to 
confer with Mr. Chauncy, and secure 
his services as President. 
The blow was struck. For the crime 

of. denying infant baptism, a learned 
and blameless man was removed from 
the Presidency of Harvard. lle was 
also sentenced to be admonished before 
the congregation, by one of the magis- 
trates, for the offence of July 30. He 

with exemplary Christian meekness, 

the ordinance. 

bore the hard sentence and the reproof 

tism, but included infants as proper 
subjects ; while others, like Mr. Dun- 
ster, were genuine Baptists, in regard 

to both the mode and the subjects of 
But they seem to have 

lived: amicabiy, i imposimg no restrictions 

on the rights of the individual con- 
—A-historian-says of the téwn 

“Jt contained in 1639 more men of 
distinguished talent and fair fortunc 
than it has at any period since.” Most 
of these eminent men were living when | 
Mr. Dunster removed to Scituate, and 
were glad to welcome one whose talents 
and character added a new attraction 
to their social life. Mr. Dunster spent 
a little more than four years in his 

27, 1659, leaving orders that his body 
should be removed to Cambridge for 
burial. 

flattering letters from Baptists, and 

pléasant retreat, and died there. Feb. ! 

While living at Scituate he received | 

| Sankey then sung: 
Sowing the seed, 

the choir joining in the chorus, 
Mr. Moody read from the 16th chap- - 

ter of Luke the history of the rich man 
and Lazarus, and after the singing of 
the hymn : 

Jesusof- Nish passeth by 3 

announced for his text the words : 

SON, REMRMEER." 

He had for several days been speaking 
much about heaven, and now he would 
talk about hell ; for the same Bible 
spoke of both heaven and hell. 
He had no doubt that many present 

would not have come if they had known 
that ka =qs tospeak on such a subject ; 
but he was not satisfied to leave Phila- 
helphia o— speaking the whole 
truth. 
A great many people complain about 

ministers talking in the pulpit so much 
other lovers of freedoin in Ireland, in- 
viting him to make his home in that 
country, and offering to pay all the ex- 
penses of removal. But he loved the 
country of his adoption, and was un- 
willing to return to the Old World. 

HARVARD'S SECOND PRESIDENT. 

It was curious that the Overseers of 
Harvard, after so much trouble with 
one Baptist President, should turn to 
another for a successor. But they 
settled at once on Charles Chauncy, 
known to hold that immersion was the 

aly form of baptism, though believing 
a infants were fit subjects. He wi: as 

on the point of returning to England, 
but was persuaded to remain and ac Gp 
the Presidency, binding himself by a 
pledge that he would “ forbear to dis. 
seminate or publish any tenets con- 
cerning the necess ity of immersion in 
baptism, or to oppose the receive: 1 doc, 
trines.” He was “of a more elastic 
conscience than Mr Datseds. He 
accepted the tempting bribe, and held 
his og ed in abeyance, giving no 

off fence during lis term of offices Ke 
had shown a similar weakness in Frg- 
gland when prosecuted for Puri anical 

“never, by word or deed, to oppose 

any of the landable rites of the Church 
of Engl: and.” Br. Quincy says of him : 

| # Fe seems not to have possessed the 

but with convictions unchanged, writing 
to the County Court, “ I conceived then 
(July 30,) and so do still, that T spcke 
the truth in the fear of God, and dare 
not deny the same or go from it until 
the Lord otherwise teach me.” 

But the end was not yet reached. 
The General Court could not allow a 
heretic of such influence to remain in 
the Colony : he would corrupt others 
by the contagion of his efample. 

built 

He was also presented b 
Jury 

Mr. Dunster had power, it is evident, 

L) 

They refused hit any compensation for 
extraordinary services rendered to the 
College, or for the President's house, 

largely at his own expense, and 
with contributions from his friends. 

the Grand 
at Cambridge, April 7, 1657, for 

refusing to bring his child to the holy 

stern, uncompromising, self-cacrificing 
| gpirit which characterized his prede 
cessor.” It is not of such stuff chat 

men that Baptist principles are 
vanced. Harvard lost by t 
of Presidents : Scituate ga 

| exchange of men. 

he exe hange 
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A Visit to the Meetings at Philadelphia, 

principles, by promising ‘in open cours 

Baptist martyrs are made ; nor by such 
ade 

ned by the 

The meetings now being held by 
Messrs Moody and Sankey, in Phila- 

delpbia, are one of the most remarkable 
and significant signs of the times. 
Whilst we may not in all respects fully | © 
endorse every feature they may  as- 

about hell ; but no .one that he ever 
heard had spoken so plainly about hell as 
the Saviour himself: No more terrible 
feature of the place of torment could be 
given than that given by the Lord in 
the narrative of the rich man and Laza- 
rus. ‘There are no moresolemn words 
in Seripture than that of the text : « Son, 
remember.” We must take our memory 
with us into the next world. We some- 
times think we forget, but it is false. 
We can never forget anything. All 
things that we ever did will come crowd. 
ing hack to us as we enter the gates of 
death. 5 

‘There will be no need ofa recording 
angel. Every man will keep his own 
record.” No oné wiltbe needed to tes- 
tify against us.. Memory is God's ofli- 
cer. I once, said the preacher, saw a 
man in a mad house. He was continu- 
ally going up and down. crying, * If / 
only had. 1f I only had.” He had 
been a switch tender on a railroad. near 
a draw bridge. He had received posi- 

tive orders about not opening the draw 
on a part'cular occasion, as there was 
to be a fast train to go over the road, 
but to oblige a friend he opened the 
bridge, to let his tug boat through, think- 
ing there would be time, but the train 
came thundering on, and dashed through 
the opening wit hits living freight into 

river. The miserable man was 
crazed at-the sight of the death and 
ruin he had.caused. And though con- 
fined in asmall room, that one sight is 
ever before him, and that fearful ery 
upon his lips. 
Ask the prisoner what makes his pri- 

son seem so dreary. He will tell you 
that it is the recollection of other days, 
and of what he might have been if he 
had resisted temptation and sin. So in 
the prison-house of hell, nemory—mem- 
ory, will torment the unchained soul. 
This i is the worm that dieth not. 

A wicked young man, riding along, 
met a good deacon. “ Can you tell me,” 
said he, © how far it is to hell.” The 
good man was shocked at his profanity, 
rt gave him good counsel and passed 

“In less than an hour he saw this 

; the 

sume, vet we can but rejoice that the ol reckless youth lying mangled 


