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POETRY.

Auiomn,.

Put on your beautiful garments,
O toiling earth, and rest !
The gaol is won and the toil is done,
And now you may don your best—
Your robe of purple and scarlet,
Your tassels and plumes of gold,
The misty sheen of your veil of green,
And your mantle’s crimson fold.

O earth, so glad and so fruitful !
O nature, so brave and true !
I would that we were 08 wise as ye
In the work we have to do!
We loiter and waste—we sow not,
Or scatter our seed in vain—
For the stony field must be WROUGHT to
yield

[ts treasure of golden grain. ’

“ Put on your beautiful garments,
O toiling soil, and rest!”
Faint heart of mine ! to that call Divine
Be all thy powers addressed ;
Sowing beside all waters,
Faithful in that which is least,
Constant and still, do the Master’s will
Till the time of toil has ceased,

Then the peace that shall come and the
gladness !
The service that shall be rest !
And the plaudit won’of that word, “Well
done !”
And the Master’s *“ Come, ye blest !”
0 earth ! in your sweet fruition
Rejoice and be glad !-but this,
The joy of a seul that has réached its goal,
Is a deeper, holier bliss,
C. A. Masonx.

RELIGIOUS.

THE TEent 7oy tua fhre Twenty Loaves

——

A SHORT STRMON BY C. IL SPURGEON.

«“ Set on the great pot.”—2 KINGS IV. 38,

«Then bring meal,”—2 KaxaGs 1v, 41,

“Give unto the people that they may
eat.”—2 KINGS 1V, 42,

We scarcely need go over the story.
There was a dearth in the land ; Elisha
came to the college of the prophets,
which consisted ot about one hundred
brethren, and found that they were in
want. as the result of the fanfine.
While he was teaching the young men,
he observed that they looked as if tuey
needed food. and he found that there
was none in the house. Elisha, there-
fore, ordered his servant to take the
great pot, which generaily stood upon
lbng lc*;_’h over the lil‘c, and make a
nourishing soup in it. True, there was
nothing to put in the pot, but he be-
lieved that God would provide. It
was his to set the pot over the fire,
and it was the Lord’sto fill it.  Certain
of the young men were not so sure as
Elisha that God could fill it without
their help, and one with great éager-
ness went out to gather something from
the fields ; his help turned out to be of
small service, for he brought home
poisonous cucumbers, and cut them up
and throw them into the broth ; and,
lo, when they began to péur it out, it
was acrid to the taste, gave them a
terrible colic, and made them ery out,
“ There is death in the pot.”

Then the prophet said ¢ Bring meal.”
This was put into the steaming caul-
dron, the poison was neutralized, the
food made wholesonre, and the students
were satisfiel. This miracle was in
due time followed up by another. A
day or two afterwards the young pro-
phets were still needing food, and the
larder was again empty. Just at that
time a devout man comes from a little
distance, bringing a present for the
prophet, wliich consisted of a score of
loaves similar to our peony rolls.
The prophet bids his servitor set this
slender quantity before the. college.
He is astonished at the command to
feed a hundred hungry men with so
little, but he js obedient to it; and
while he is obeying, the little food . is
multiplied, so that the bundred men
eat and are perfectly satisfied, and
there is something left. 1 believe
there are 'lessons to be learned from
these two miracles, and I shall try to
bring out these lessons in three forms.
First, as they shall relate to the present
condition ofy religion tn our land ; se-

-

great pot.”

to the condition of backsliders ; and

thirdly, as they may afford comfortable
direction fo seeking sinners.
I. First, then, our text as in a para-

action in connection with RELIGION IN
THIS LAND.

And first, there is a great need of
the gospel of Jesus Christ. We have
not a hundred men famisking now-a-
days, but hundreds of thousands, and
even hundreds of millions in this great

heavenly food.
the people. It is not for us to say, we
hope they will be saved, and leave it
there: or set it down as a work that
cannot be done till the millennium, and
therefore we have nothing to do with

God to grapple with the present con-
dition of things. Here are the millions
famishing ; shall we let them famish ?
[ remember secing a similar sentence
under the likeness of e late Richard
Knill.  “ The heathen'are perishing !
Shall we Jet them perish ?”  * But,”
says one, “ how can’ we possibly supply
them with food 7” See what Elisha
did: the people were hungry, and
there was no food in hand, except a
little meal, yet he said, ** Set on the
Faith always does as
much as she can : if she cannot fill the
pot, she can put it on the fire, at any
ate. If she cannot find meat for the
pottage, she pours in the water, lights
the fire, and prays and waits. Some
have not 'this faith now-a-days, and
until we bhave it, we cannot expect the
blessing. * Thus saith the Lord, et\l
losur v curtaing of thy habimaon.\
Why? Because “thou shalt break
forth on the right hand and on the left.”
Few will regard such a summons as
this. The feeble faith of our time
finds it difficult to enlarge theé tent
even after the increase has come, and
the people are there to fill it. Great
faith would enlarge the tent, and ex-
pect the Lord to keep his promise, and
multiply us with men as with a tlock.
The church of God greatly needs, not
foolish confidence in herself, which
would lead her to be Quixotie, but
simple confidence in God, which would
enuble her to be apostolic, for she
would go forth believing that God

would.

fire in expectation of a blessing ?

pottage.

for immediate results.
cal common sense in connection witl
Christianity ! Oh for reality in con
nection with the idea of faith !

dinner was ready.
set on the
Say, “The Lord will bless us™ Ge

rd may fill it with bis good
mill. O yeé doubters, throw up

sickly faces. Expect that God

to send the manna, and have you

things than these if we awake to ou
duty and our priv
church’s business to

condly, as they may be made to relate
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world who are perishing for want of | of the time. T |
The church must feed | the public ministry of tlis county a

would be with her, and great things
would be accomplished by her. She

-uld open her mouth wide, expecting | ** .
x:at Gg«l would fill it, au(i (ilf it he | ningly mixed up, they have qitered too
Faith does what she can, and
waits for the Lord to do what /e can.
Brother, what is your faith doing?
Are you putting the great pot on the

«“ Sei on the great pot,” said the
prophet, * and seethe pottage.”  He
was not in jest, he meant what he
said. Often when we get as far as
setting on the pot, it is not for seething
We feel the desire to carry
out spiritual work, but we do not come
to practical action as those who work
Oh for practi-

a man goes to his business to make
money, he goes there with all his wits | 0
about him, but frequently when men Popery.
come to prayer and Christian service, | 5% ¢
they leave their minds behind, and do | '® &% end of masses.

- i ti ] ;
ﬁﬁ:izg,”w;ftﬁh‘g; ereEti{;ll?:,acv:zgnrel?e vinistic truths, which arcnow gept in
said, ** Set on the great pot,’ expected
God to fill it ; he was sure it would be | & - : el
so, and he waited in all patience till [ P'*C€8 the_ heresies of tb day, f once
‘ O church of God, |more they are plainly al persigently
pot, and the .great pot, too. preached in harmon

omers ready. We shall see greater

Bt -
reference to it.

The faith of Elisha w
in by all the brethren.

s not shoad
There wre

ble sets forth in a figure our course of | some who must needs gd and-fill he

pot, as we have said, but ey gatheed
the gourds of the colocyith vine nd
poisoned the whole mess, d it heeme
needful to find an antibte for he
poison. We here sce oufsecond aty
—the church must provid| an antilote
Jor the heresies and poisopus doetrnes
There has jentered into

deadly poison. We maj say of the
church in general, “Ojthou ma of
God, there is death in thdpot I” fZeal-
ous persons whose zeal br God % not
acco:ding to knowledg), have gone

it.  Our business is in the strength of about and gathered the gourds o the

wild vine. T think I :ould tell you
what kind of gourds they are ; gome of
them 4re very pretty ty fook af and
they grow best on the sewen hills of
Rome—they are calldl * ritualistic
performances ;” these tley shred into
the pot. There are gourd$ of another
kind, very delicate and ddinty in ap-
pearance, which are known as * liberal
views,” or “modern thdught.” Assa
philosopher once talked of extracting
sunbeams from cucumlers; so these
wild goutrds*.are said td eonsist of
“sweetness and light,” but the light is
darkness and the sweetness is deadly.
They have shred these into the pot,
and nobody can taste the doctrinal
mixture which is served ¢ut from some
pulpits without serious yisz of soul-
poisoning, for *there 8 kttuth in the
not2 . What.__Sorigtifais, & 23— i
call : (h&wv‘wsc(‘}' b";::;a'f’iﬂ‘(’?lna yet
truth 18 there which cur fatherd%has
which is endorsed by those who think
themselves the leaders .of advanced
thought? Have they not polluted the
entire sanctuary of truth, and lifted up
their axes against all the carved work
of the temple? On the other hand,
have we not everywhere Christ put
aside for the crucifix, and the blessed
Spirit thrust into a corner by the so-
called sacraments? Is- not the out-
ward made to drown the inward, and is
not the precious truth o the gospel
overlaid by the falsehoods of Rome ?
There is death in the pot: how is the
church to meet it? I beleve it is o
imitate Klisha. We need not attempt
to get the wild gourds out of the pot ;
they are cut too small and ere too cun-

closely into the whole mass d' teaching
to be removed. Who shall etract the
leaven from the leavened loai?  What
then 7 We must look to Go for help,
and use the means indicged here.
“ Bring meal.” Good wholdome food
was cast into the poisonous stuff, and
by God’s gracious working it:illed the
poison : the church must cast te blessed
gospel of the grace of Godinto the
poisoned pottage, and false doctine will
not be able to destroy men’s suls as it
now does. We shall not ¢ much
good by disputing, and denoungng, and
refusing to associate with péple. 1

' | call such things barking, jut peaching

When | the gospel is biting. The suret reme-

dy for false doctrine 18 jreacing the
truth. Christianity is he are for
Preach up Chist ad down
go the priests, preach grice anl there
I m mge and
more persuaded that the jood dd Cal-

the background, are thegreat Krupp
guns with which we sall bbw to

wh the kst of
¢ | revealed truth. Like dps of var in

: : the | time of peace, the glori: doctrites of
ﬁm granary cleaned out, that cm: grace have heen laid l;m O;dbary,
By | is the time to Ing them out

Put the grist into the hopper, and look but now 18 .
: s of the | to the fight, and if wellianaged ghey
A el & e s 'quh of th: will pour red-hot shot in the enemy !
windows, that the fresh breeze of ‘the | The people meed gael tenching.
divine Spirit may blow in on {:)ur Bring meal,” employ e more

is about

the plain preaching of .} gospel, and
¢ | evils of all sorts wille overcome,
¢ | Is the remedy very simb? Do vot,

¢ | therefore, despise d be thanked |

Tt is the | that it is simple; for thiwe shall not
the world with | be tem

to give theory to man’s

spiritual bread ; she canonly do so by | Wit.and wisdom when. { good ‘result

»

faith, and she ought to zf.t irhfaitlm is achieved. In this work you can all

o ————————

uglist 30, 1876.

of meal, and even the commonest ser-
vitor in the house may" assist In this

work. Spread the gospel. Spread
gospel. Spread the gospel. A society

for prosecuting Puseyites—will that do
the work ? Appeals to Parliament—
will they be effectoal? Let those who
choose to do 8o ery to lawyers and
Parliaments, but as for us we will
nreach the gospel. If [ could speak
with a voice of thunder, I would say to
those friends who are for adopting
other means to stop the spread of error,
“ You waste your time and strength:
give all your efforts to the preaching
of the gospel. Lift-up Christ, and lay
the sinner low. Proclaim justification
by faith, the work of the Holy Spirit
in regeneration, and the grand old
doectrines of the Reformation, and your
work ~will be done; but by no other
means.” ¢ Bring meal,” said the
prophet, and our word at this time i8,
“ Preach the truth as it is in Jesus.”

Some of the grossest errors of our
own day may yet-be overruled by God
for the promotion of his truth. There
are men who believe 1n sacramentarian-
ism, who love the Lord Jesus very
ardently. When I read some of the
‘poetry of tlfis school, I cannot but re-
joice to see that the writers love my
Lord and Master, and it strikes me
that if the whole gospeP could be put
before them, we might expect to see

WSPAPER.

you our weakness is a better weapon
help, for if only meal is needed a child | for God. than our strength. The
may bring his “Jittle handful. One
man may contribute morethan another,
but the humblest may put in his pinch | ignorant men, but she was filled with
power.
been famous in ordinary history do you ™
find among her first members? Yet
that humble church of fishermen and
common people shook the world. The
church is for the most part too strong,
too wise, too sell-dependent, to do
much. O that she were more God-re-
liant. Even
great preachers will bs great evils if
you trust to them.
ought never to complain of weakness,

e ———————— e —————— e ——————————————— e e S ———————
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church in the apostolic times was poor,
and mostly made up of unlearned and

What name that would have

those whom .you call
This I know, we

or poverty, or lack of prestige, but
should consécrate 10 God what we
have. ¢ Oh; but I cun scarcely read
a chapter.” Well, read that chapter
to God’s glory. You who cannot say
more~ than half-a-dozen words to
others, say tl
the Spirit. If\you cannot do more than
write a letter Yo a friend about his
soul, or give away a tract to a stranger
in the streets, do it i God's name.
Brother, sister, do what you can, and
in doing this God will strangely multi-
ply your power to do good, and ¢ause
great results to flow from small begin-
nings. Active faith is'needed, andy if
this be richly present, the Lord in
whom we trust will do for us exceed-
ing abundantly above all that we ask,
or even think. Thus muc) concerning
the passage in reference to the church
of God. L

(C()L{'(,La.smﬁ next week.)

somo of them become noble preachers
of the trath, and perhaps save the

orthodox from dend dry doctrinalizin
the  Saviour. Perhaps they will not,

with us, talk often of justification by
faith, but if they extol the merit of the
precious blood and wounds of Jesus, it
will come to much the same thing.
For my part I care little for the
phraseology, if essential truth be really
taught, and the Lord Jesus be exalted.
. Some of the doubters, too—* think-
ers,” as they prefer to be called—if
the Lord renewed them by his Spirit,
might bring out the old truths with
greater freshness than our more con-
servative minds are able to do. I love
to hear those who have known the
vanity of error speak out the truth.
They are more sympathetic towards
the tempted, and are generally more
conversant with the grounds of our
faith.

Who knows? Whoknows? I have
a hope which may not prove a dream.
I hope that thousands are feeling their
way into ligi@P and will come forth
soon. Let us not despair, but keep to
our work, which is gospel preaching,
telling about Jesus and his dear love,
the power of his blood, the prevalence
of his plea, and the glory of his throne,
and who knows Lut a multitude of the
priests may believe, and the -philoso-
phers also may become babes in Christ’s
school. * Bring meal,” and thus meet
the poison with the antidote.

Another lesson comes from the
second miracle ; let us look at it. The
loaves brought to Elisha were not
quartern loaves like ours, but either
mere wafers of meal which had been
laid flat on a hot stone, and so baked,
or else small rolls of bread. The store
was but little, yet Elisha said “ Feed
the people,” aud they were fed. That
is the third lesson : the church is to use
all she has, and trust in God to multi-
ply her strength. "Now-a-days individ-
uals are apt to think they may leave
matters to societies, but .this is highly
injurious ; we should every one, go
forth to work for God, and use our own
talents, be they few or many. Socie-
ties dre not meant to enable us to shirk
our, personal duty, under the idea that |
our strength is small. Little churches
are apt to think that they cannot do
much, and therefore they do not ex-
pect a ‘great blessing. What can these
few cakes do towards feeding a huo.
dred men? They forget that God can
multiply them. Ye limit the Holy
One of Israel. Do you think he needs
our numbers 7 Do you think he is de-

ZQQ and Baz.

/-;‘\ F ANOTHER SPUWam o=
At the annual meeting of the Stoek-

well Orphanage, Master Thomas Spur-
geon, who was_loudly applanded, and

manly utterance characteristic of his
father, said he thought it was very un-
seriptural for him to speak first, for he
read in the Bible that Thuz was first
born, then Buz bis brother. Instead
of that, however, Buz was now stuck
first. (Laughter.) Speaking of Mr.
Spurgeon, he said they all looked at
him as their pattor, but he looked at
him as his pastor and his father, and
all the interest they felt in him was
therefore doubled in his heart : and in
thinking of the surrounding Orphanage
for the fatherless, it made him full of
gratitude to God for sparing his father
to him, Referring to his lather's re-
peated retirement from active service
through illness, he likened him to the
recent collision between the ships Iron
Duke and Vanguard. - His father was
an ironclad—(laughter)—for consider-
ing what he had gone through some
men’s constitutions could scarcely be
called wooden when compared with his
(Hear, hear.) He was active one day
in his college, and disease came and
ran into him—(laughter) —and the iron
erntered his soul. The ship accident
was in a fog, and 8o was this, for the

could not m\pluill it, yet, ullllmlgll they
attributed one incident to mismanage-
ment, let them never do so with l:ho.:
other, for the hand which held the
rodder guided the wessel aright; and
if, on ordinary steamboats, the prohibi-
tion agaipst speaking to the man at the
wheel, how much more should they
refrain from interference and com-
plaining when God was at the wheel
and laid aside their pastor? The next
time he was ill, which he was afraid
would not be long it he continued to
work so hard, he would tell them what
to do—a little bit of practical advice.

(Laughter.) There were many ways

of telling a man's popularity, and one
of the extraordindary ways was to look

at his medicine chest. (Laughter.) If
they went to Nightingale lane, they

would see what was sent to Mr. Spur-

geon to cure his gout, and it would

certainly prove his popularity. (Laugh-

ter.) It whs very kind of the friends

to send it, but it would not have been

for his father to take it, as if he had he

would not have been ent with them

then. (Laughter.) Well, they had at

home a cat which was ill, and being

pendent upon human strength ? I tell

unable to get her to take medicine in

t little in the power of .

spolge with that™ cleap, di=tinet, and -
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