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shaft, and it rolls in dense black . clouds, “io ye . he | obliged to leave that city. They sent a ig Simon an “penitence The Hel Gate Explosion. 

The Ohivigtionn Bessengor. | 0" Peer and Join. Upon the | of » godly sort en 0 © {Mente | The blssknessis Sahusl 
4 A apostles, who had and have no « success- — fut savas 1 John v This mass of rock Hk ander obi at | from the bottom of the- heading. This 

the entrance of New York harbor, must 
have been a terribly dangerous place to 

column rolls over the shore 200 feet in- 
land. - Descending it strikes the top of ~ ‘ors’ the church in a special sense was 

founded. To them were given au- 
———p— BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1876. 

INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 

Suxpay, October 22nd, 1876. —Simon 

the Sorcerer.—Acts viii. 9- 25. 

~ Cor 10 MEMORY : Vs. 18-21. 

Gorpex Texr.—* Thy heart is not right 

in the sight of God. dt pr viii. 21. 

Dany Reapives.— Monday, Acts viii, 

1-8. Tuesday, John iv. 35-38. Wed- 

nesday, 1 Timothy i. 12-17. Thursday, 

1 Corinthians xiii. Friday, Ephesians 

ii. 11-22. Saturday, 2 Thoasglonigns 

ii. 1-10. Sunday, Genesis iv. 8-15. 

Axavysis.—I. Simon's professed belle, 
Vs. 9-13. II. Peter and John in Sama- 
ria. Vs. 14-17. III. Hypocrisy exposed. 
Vs. 18-24. IV. Return to Jerusalem. 
Vs. 25. 

ExposiTioN.— Magus means magician, 

or sorcerer. Hence, this Simon is usu 

ally called “Simon Magus,” and thus 

distinguished from other 'Simons” “of 

Scripture. Our lesson presents him in 

four different characters, as sorcerer, 

church-member, office seeker, and ¢on- 

viet. For the historical connection see 

vss. 1.8. 
I. As Sorcerer. 

Verse 9.—~But there was, etc. The 

word translated “but ”’ has here nearly 

the force of our now, connecting to what 

precedes an explanatory sentence or sec- 

tion. Beforetime. That is, Philip's 

coming, and foga long time before (verse 

11), continuing till Philip's arrival 

(verses 11, 12). Giving out [saying] 

that he himself was some [a certain] 

great one. The expectation of a Coming 

One, of the Coming One of prophecy, 

was prevalent, and made such preten- 

sions the more credible. The pretend- 

ed greatness was supported by pretend- 

ed wonders. Christ asserted the great- 

Ness that, was his, and established it by 
as and works that were truth and 

| faith. 

| Spirit amelifying for the same. 

| over to him. Offered [brought to] them 

| less than the highest gift. He saw. in’ 

thority, and the corresponding wisdom 

and power. to regulate all matters of 

Verse 15.~ When they were come down 

And “so, from personal inspection had 

satisfied themselves of the genuineness 

of this work of grace, Prayed for them 

that they might receive the Holy Ghost 

[Spirit]. That “they,” the Samaritan 

Christians. The reception of the Holy 

Spirit was, in this case, to enable them 

to work miracles, not for their regenera 

tion, as this has already been -experi- 

enced and witnessed in their conversion. 

Verse 16.— Not yet, etc. See on verse 

15, “ not yet” given ‘to confer the power 

of working miracles. Baptized in[into] 

the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 

They had taken Jesus tobe Lord, and 

in token of this been baptized. They 

had become professing disciples, and so 

church members, and’ had mo official 

gifts—constituting some of their number 

propets, etc. 

Verse 17.—4And they received the Holy 

Ghost [Spirit]. The imposition of hands 

solemnly symbolized the separation of 

the person for his new office, and power, 

and work; and ‘the impartation of the 

IIT. As Office Seeker. 

Verse 18.— When Simon saw, ete. 

The power of working miracles was im: 

parted. Hence for the first time it 

occurred to him that it could be made 

money. Which had been paid him for 

his miracles. | 
Verse 19.+—Give me this power, ete. 

Characteristic; ambitious for nothing 

such. power millions of gold. 
I'V. As Convict. 

Verse 29. Peter said. Shocked: at 

this revelation. of Simon’s old nature 

| came for him, and ‘that night no one but 

SuNDAY, Odea 20th, 1876. —Philip 
and the Ethiopian.~Aets viii. 26-40. 
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BY ALICE CARY, 

Children who read my lay, 
This much I have to say : 
Each day, and every day, 

Do what is right,— 
Right things in great and small ; 
Then, though Sarky should fall, 
Sun, moon, and stars, and all, 

You shall have Heh, TRIAGE 

This further would I say : 
Be you tempted as you may, 
Each No. every day, 
on Re what is ain 

et great 
Then thor Sh 10'S shoul fall, 
Sun, and s and a 

Heaven would show through.” 

Figs, as you see and know, 
Do not out of thistles grow 
And though the -blessoms blow, 
d While on the tree, } 
rapes never; never ye 

On ae lbs 3 were set: 

fil 

A Mtte Boy's Prayer. 

A cotrespiident B7- Tow & Herald tells 
this story: % A two year old little fellow, | 

‘who had been from home some weeks, 
was highly delighted when his father 

papa must undress the little fellow and 
put him » bed. When he had been 

+g Role) ‘| shattered to 
dynamite. 

old mai 

| have received such an awful name. 

What a good thing that it was possible 

to remove it. After years of persevering 

skilful Sing it has at length 

sieces by an explosion of 

en everything was ready 

for the explosion it was a simple thing 
to apply. the electric spark. The fol- 

lowing story of how it was at last done 

is from the New York Herald: 

Mr. Striedinger stood near his bat- 

teries on the east end of the platform, 

on his left sat Mrs, Newton, in front was’ 

the improvised table on which the key 

was laid, on fhe wast side. of that stood 

the little girl, and between herand oe. 

Newton stood the General. 

“Come, little’ Mary; said the Getieral 

to the ti 9, blue eyed little three-year 
as she stood upon the box 

with the nurse beside her; “play with 

this,” at the same time placing hér'hand 

upon the ky. The little girl smiled in 
her mother’s face as she toyed with the 

silver knob. 

“ Come what are you going to do, 

"'said the General; 114 ‘you 

Mercur. 

away, down here for. 

spoil it all.’ 
THe ‘boat indicated appeared 

been talking about it for some time.” 
The General's eyes nervously watched 

the river. T¢ was free from craft. 

"'agix minutes fob, » afd Captain 

 %.0hj now,” ‘exclaimed the General: 

“ what is the Pleasant) Valley coming 
I don’t under- 

stand it)’ he added inatone of vexation. 
“They had ‘strict orders. __— will 

been 

have 

to be 

drifting down ‘toward the mine. Her 
progress ceased in a minute, however, 
and the General said in a relieved tape, 
“0 well, she is not, too near; anyhow.” 

the bombproof and washes off a couple 
of feet of the earth placed on it4 roof. ¥ 
In its passage it strikes the little one ' 
story office described and washes it five 
feet away, throwing it partially on its 
gide. Strange to say, Quigley’s plan of 
opening the windows was successful, for - 
not a single pane of glass is broken ! 
The party gaze in silent awe on the 

mighty mass of water until it subsides 
in a low wave which ' traverses half the 
rivér. Turning toward the party the 
General says, jocularly : 

“That's something like an ‘explosion 
gentlemen.” 

Before the words have left his mouth 
a sporitaneous cheer ‘for the success of 

| the work and of admiration for its direc- 
tor rises from the throats of the assem- 
bled thousands and is re echoed from 
the other side of the river and from Be : 
Astoria shore. 

No-one who now revisits Ireland after 
an absence of some years can have any 
doubt that she has made considerable 

advance in material prosperity, says the 
London Spectator. Evidencé of: the 

| fact is borne in upon him in the multi- 
plicity: of ways. The ‘prosperity is not 
such as ‘this country “enjoys, but of its 
‘kind it is real and ‘considerable. Tt his 
been attained through terrible suffer 
that reflect discredit on our statesman 
‘ship and our intelligence, but now ‘that 
the, suffering i is past it is some. 
tion that it has not been undergone: alfo- 
gether in vain. The great, emigration 
‘which. followed the famine hasdimin- 
ished . competition for: the ‘land, has 
brought the population within the 
limits the wages fund -can support, and 

“ There, the white flag is up on the 
scow,” cried Captain Mercur. hla 

| not fire it now?” 
“ No,” replied the General ; “I Te 

the notice that I would wait ten 
minutes ‘after the gun: fired to give the 
Pr, titne to get out of their houses, 

I of Epis oe tay 
4 Theve,! the Ya AY s up again,” 
wo an one." : 

bars silence among thie 
et up, an ‘even the spectators, 
straining their necks over the fence 
abové, seen to feel the switdfioss of ¢ the 
occasion. - 

“0 said Mrs! Newton, “it seems 
just like waiting operas ¢ 

Two men near the battery now closed. 
the switch, and little Mary's hands are 
kept from the key, for the slightest | 
touch oh the delicate silver knob would 
now precipitate the climax. 
A few months more of breathless 

waiting : Captain Mercur's watch de- 
clares the time arrived, Mr. Strieden- 

in short has made the od POA 
‘tolerable, 1 

If that were all, the pratpenliis would 
be unsubstantial indeed... In the middle 
of last century there was a n—_—— 
grevious as that of '47, and yet the 
‘ningof ‘the present century saw the pi 

| ing the means of su 
were at present, then, 

no more no a reduction of numbers, 

we might'Wwell fear a repetition of the 
difficulties and sufferings of the period 
‘before the ‘potato failure. But fortu- 
‘nately there'is much more thax & reduc- 
tion of numbers, or rather, the yi 
of numbers only makes room for 
‘action of the favorable causes, shou 
«cient and defective as in many respeets 
the natiomal schools are, they still have 
been at work for forty years, not ir roi 
producing goed fruits, oy 

Yet more powerful has been the influ. 
‘ence of emigration. Thousands of peo- 
ple pass to and fro annually between 
Ireland and England, the United States 
and Australia. They bring to the know- 

genuineness. I 

Verse 10.— They all gave heed. All, not 

intending to affirm that there was no 

single exception. Luke strongly asserts 

the prevalence of the deception. From 

the least unto the greatest. *“ Both 

young and old.” Compare Hebrews 

viii. 11; Jeremiah xii. 1; xliv. 12; 

Revelation xx, 12, ete. This man is the 

great power of God. Their faith was 
real, though its object was spurious. It 

led them to trustin him, ‘and so-mistled 

them, as do& all faith in the false. 

Verse 11.—7To him they had regard.) 

The same word translated in verse 10, 

¢ gave heed,” is here translated, “had 

regard.” He had bewitched ‘them, etc. 

‘More exactly, “they had been be- 

witched.” This length of time had 

tended much to confirm their faith. He 

had managed to escape detection and 

exposure, and so questions and doubts 
were gradually silenced. 

11, As Church-member. 

Verse 12*— When they believed Philip 

, and had repeated after 

his father ‘beautiful child's RS) 
o Now 14, .me down 10. sleep,’ he 

quickly remarked, ‘Pray more, with 
the evident’ design of’ retaining the 
father 80 long a time.as he might, in the 
ps a bia father, ' for ‘the 

‘Lotd's prayer 

Haig, who "repeated it two aicBig pos 
li a time after the father, until 

{they cme 0h Petition, Cinta 

trasted a. the divine gift. | day our: ‘daily ‘bread ;’ when the little 

x. 9. Toll Sajatine and alisis Thon | oc much emphasis upon the last 

Pointing out the rier of the whole wid Vide. ” 

trouble, the source of his contemptible 
and shocking proposal. ‘Coyetqusness, 
in the form of attempting to usa purely |. 
for worldly ends the velighon and grace 

of God. 
Verse 22.—Repeni, etc. Peter was 

not made sure by revelation, as in the 
casé of Ananias and Sapphira, that there 
wad no hope for Simon. The thought — 
of the purchase, as revealing and em- 

and spirit. Thy money perish, He 
marks the gulf, great and fixed, ve 

such a man and a Christian, between 

such a spirit and Christianity. ‘Of 
course it is not a wish on Peter's part 
that Simon may be lost, nor'even a pre- 

diction that he will be, as verse 22 

shows. * That the gift, eto. Literally, to 
“ to acquire by money the gift, of God.” 
A contemptible money purchase, ‘¢on- 

+
 

Sevem Hinds.” 

1, Mind your. tonguel, Don't let it 
speak hasty, eruel, unkind, or wicked 
words. Mind! 

2. Mind your eyes! Don't permit 
them to look on wicked books, piciares, 
or objects. Mind! 

3. Mind your ears! Don't suffor 
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The persons mentioned in verse 10. 

The movement was quite general, evi- 

dently, though the language does not 
require us to suppose that all Simon's 

dupes became Christians. Preaching 
the things concerning the kingdom of 

God, and [concerning] the name of Jesus 

Christ. The true preacher shapes his 

message to his hearer’s wants. Not un- 

bodying the whole spiritual state of the 
man. 

Verse 23.—Gall of bitterness. See 
Job xx. 14; Romans iii, 13. “The ex- 
pression imports malignant, aggravated 
depravity.’ Bond of iniquity. Specially 
pertinent, as Simon’s words showed that 
his old #in retained its power over hi 
and even in his new relations and 2 4 

them to listen to wicked speeches, songs, 
nit Mind! 

4. Midd your lips ! Don’t let tobacco 
foul them. Don't let strong drink pass 
them. Don’t let the food of the glutton 
enter between them. Mind! 

5. Mind yous hands ! Don’t 16f thein 

Mind! 
6. Mind your feet | Don’t let them | 

steal or fight, or write any evil words. 

wires. Suddenly, the 
moving from, the scow. 

tone : 

again.” 

child approaches the key. 

ger's fluigers twitch nervously about the | 

white flag is peen | 
The General 

says, in a collected wd ipstipnste 

“ Come, little Mary, touch this key 

(The ‘chubby whiité little and’of the 
Mrs. New- 

re. of the stay-at-homes a wn 
new states of society, new 
together. All these these He —. 
dispelled the mists of insular pejudice 
and insular ignorance that hung over 
the land, and have swept with a fresh 
blaze the nooks and crannies of helpless 
apathy. Moreover, the vast multitudes 
that are settled beyond the Atlantic 

likely, the burden of Simon's dogtrine | fessions—thé power of an inward habit ‘ton’s dyes ‘are fixed on the little ‘girl | and. lin ithe South Pacific have made 

had been a new temporal kingdom of | —the persistence of a depraved state, to walk wn Sy Ap of the wicked. | with motherly pride, and i ‘Getteral America and Australia sound like howe 

God about to be set up, of which Simon | be unbroken only by the mighty power — Mind your Acari! Don't let fhe ‘seeing the direction of her look, cries: | fo the Irishman, He is np longer re- 

himself was to be the acknowledged 
head (verse 10.) They were baptized. 
Were being baptized, proceeded to be 
baptized. Their baptism was a public, 
solemn, prescribed profession, or 
avowal of their faith (verse 37). This 

the people ; and as the expression im- 
plies, after, not before their conversion 
from him to Christ. He, like the rest, 
professed belief, and went with the be 
lievers. © Wondered, beholding, etc. The 

word translated * miracles,” designates 
the works as the result of power, or om- 

creature!” 

fear—mno evidence of conversion. 

Questions —— What 

did the apostles speak o 
Acts i. iE 

Vs. 12. How did the believers 
their faith? 

t as one likes? glected’ j 
shots 1138,“ xxviii. 1 

of God's Spirit—the making one a “new 

Verse 24,— Pray ye, etc. Terror, fear 

of results ; not penitence and reverential 

Is baptism a matter of 
indifference to be Attended to or ne-| 

Vs 13. Did Simon's baptism regene- | 

love of sin.dwellix it. Don't giveit to | 
Satan but ask Jesus to make it ‘His | 
throne. “at acs 

Bldst. * You don't want, to look 
The lady's eyes; follow the di 
indicated: as do those of all within the 
struotiire. The child's hand rests inno- 
cently ‘upon. the ‘key, a slight tremor 

“Come look ot frek toward the signed, therefore, to injustice or poyerty 
| He knows. that the world posopee my 

stands upon his i 
 golves to better h ? iho thik Bo 
Ss wot treated well. - Employers and 
landlords understand the feeling, snd 

a second snd then & column of | hight about her 
py 320 feet. wide and. seventy-five Le 5 Ha 

" | feet high shoots up fromy the midst ofit. 
The top of this mass was gleaming white 

| avowal, as was usual in apostolic times, eT) ed shakes the earth, followed by a dull, | they do not presume as of old. he. 4 

iy followed the conversion at once, without = w EE What] : torture  rumblivig sound; ‘which ‘séems to travel | ‘the Land Act has pra gl ; 

wl needless delay. Men and women. In| of the disesples? Which one of (the t. along the direction of the ledge ‘dnd to | ably the [position of the far. ie 

ii Christ “there is meither male mor fe- | seven weni down to Samaria? What | come from" an enormous subterranean. — PO 

1 male,” (00 infite). results followed his labors? Whose | dopih rol senses bave full ho iii 

1 Verse 13.—Then Simon himself be Sebo in Sasminfies gyastsiod Sef ¢ [od hes fe ee Plough a 
{| Howd aloo, *Hismit alee” as smell as | 2 V5 § Midv did fron deceive the fro A Bt To rf the blast | mother had: @ suilor boy: thousands of 
i ieved Samari ¢ Pe do period ‘miles away from her. She awoke one 

Ropething Br giin to whisper to her, 
up mt pray for your son.” She 

got up and prayed long and eameéstly 
Pr for him." "A ards she found that he 

hd en rn danger, 4 liad 

nipotence ; that. translated “signs” | rate him? Fionn § ii OM Fakes 
pe came oer oro ang fonds: fers Si 4 ni ex erpd - | gi 71 {go ROY overboard 

meaning, or testimony to those who saw Romaps vi. 4. Nn {5st 0 Ng high. 

ward gifts is now gi ven? Gor. <i 5 | very time that. i mother we 
Verse 14.— The apostles which were at ! 

Jerusalem. It Jomé un. ooh Simon's real desive? ae he op tE radl tad) wad 
It seems that for someé wun. | Ted mn 9a Hig | Gus 

explained cause the apostles were not Blk. 
RH Roi | 

wr Lag 

a
r
e
n
 
0
 r
e
 

S
E
E
R
 
bE

 E
C
S
 E
R
E
 S
 
B
O
S
E
 
I
E
E
E
 E
E
 
B
E
S
 

g
m
 

B
E
 a
I
 

E
E


