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Dr. Adam Clarke on Baptism. 

Mr. Jiditor,~ 
In the little tractate -on Baptism 

recently published by Rev. John Lathern 

of Charlgitetown, exception is iaken to 

the manner in which Baptists quote 

from the writings of Dr. A. Clarke in 

relation to the baptismal question. The 

particular passage alluded to occurs in 

Clarke's Commentary on Romans vi. 4, 
in which the distinguished commentator 

remarks that“ it is probable the apostle 

here alludes to the mode of administer- 

ing baptism by tmmersion.” A little 

further on Clarke “adds, “ I say itis 
probable that the apostle alludes to this 
mode of immersion; but it is not ab- 

solutely certain that he does so, as 

some do imagine.” In referenceto this 

. passage Mr. Lathern remarks : — 

« The great Wesleyan Commentator 
made the concession, that there was 

probable allusion to immersion, because, 

he tells us * some do imagine it; and 
the concession is quoted without any 
cognizance of the accompanying argu- 

ment : sufficiently cogent and positive, 

we should say, “to balance all probabifi- 
ties that rest only upon the imagina- 
tion.” 
A more glaring piece of sophistry 

we have not met with for some time 
past. The author would induce his 

readers to think that Clarke's statement : 

was simply—* Some do imagine it 
probable etc,” and that a concession 

was made in favor of this opinion. But 
what are the facts of the case? Sim- 

ply this, that Dr. Clarke, after a most 
careful, thorough and impartial exami- 
nation of Rom. vi. 4, declared his de- 

liberately formed and honest con\iction 
in these words :—“I SAY that it is 
PROBABLE that the Apostle alludes to 
this mode of immersion ;” and he inti- 

mates that “some do imagine” it is 
« absolutely certain,” but expressed his 
unwillingness to take quite so positive 
a stand. The passage is unquestion- 
ably a very strong expression in favor 
of the doctrine of immersion. And it 
is in perfect harmony with Dr. Clarke's 
views as set forth in other parts of his 
Commentary. For instance, in some 
observations at the close of Mark's 
Gospel, we find the following state- 
ment :—* That the baptism of John 
was by plunging the body (after the 
same manner as the washing of un- 
clean persons, and the baptism of pro- 
selytes, was) seems to ap from 
those things which are related of him ; 
namely, that be Wess wn Jordan, 

that he baptized in Enon, because there 
was much water there.” Again, in 
Colossians ii. 12, the allusion to burial 
calls forth this statement :—* Buried 

with him «+n baptism, Alluding to the 
immersion practised in the case of 
adults, wherein the person appeared to 
be buried under the water, as Christ 
was buried in the heart of the earth.” 

It was evidently the fixed conviction 
of this learned exegete that immersion 
was the ordinary mode in which the 
ordinance of baptism was administered 

to adults. And yet, in the face of these 
facts, Rev. J. Lathern with many other 

Pedobaptists, 
charge us with unfairness in using the 
above quotations as being favorable to 
our views ! . CANDOR. 
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NEW SUBSCRIBERS FOR 1878 
Please send on your address at once, 

and we will forward the CHRISTIAN 
MESSENGER, from the date of receiving 
your subscription, to Dec. 31, 1878 
for the price of one year! 

Never was it so necessary as it is 
now that active effort should be made 
for the spread of Truth. The most 
effectual means of doing this, next 
to the living voice of the preacher of 
the Gospel, is by the weekly religious 
press. 
We would respectfully ask each one 

of the thousands of our respected readers, 
Do you wish to hemefit your neighborand 
his family ? Do you desire to help your 
church and minister ? you aim at 
romoting Education, Temperance, 

bath Schools, aud all good institu- 
tions in your neighborhood? Try and 
oh family to take the Christian 

enger. We know “of no way in 
which so much good may be done by 
you, so cheaply, and with such far- 

ts as by getting all your 
to become readers of the neigh 

e offer the above inducement and 
not many who may be informed 

it will at once become subscribers. 
try and let us hear from you 
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has the temerity to| 

which has been sitting in Halifax for 
the past six months has at length come 

to a conclusion, and on Friday afternoon 

‘anounced the award they had agreed 
to make. 
The Commissioners were Mr. Del- 

fosse, Belgian Minister to Washington, 
Judge Kellogg, for the United States, 

and Sir Alex. Galt, for the Dominion 
of Canada. 

Mr. Delfosse, the Chairman anncunced 

that by the voté of himself and Sir 

Alex. Galt, the Commission awards to 

Her Majesty the sum of FIVE AND A 

HALF MILLIONS OF DOLLARS as com- 

pensation for the fishery privileges 
given to the United States under the 
Treaty of Washington ; Judge Kellogg, 
the American Commissioner dissenting. 
Many of our readers may not fully 

understand-the objects of the Commis- 
sion. The proceedings have been kept 
strictly private during their sittings in 
Halifax. The enquiry we believe has 
been most exhaustive embracing our 

commerce and fisheries for a number 
of years past, and what would be an 

equivalent for the unrestricted use of 

our inshore fisheries by American fish- 
ermen. At the Joint High Commis- 
sion,at Washington,the U. States offered 
us $1,000,000 for the use of our fisheries 
in perpetuity. This was declined by 
the British Commissioners. The U. S. 
then proposed that the Canadian and 
United States waters should be used in 
common by the fishermen of both 
countries: Canada of course declined 
this proposal, subsequently it was 
agreed that the United States fisher- 
men should have the use of the fish- 
eries in common with Canadians for 
twelve years, and that the remun- 
eration therefor should be submitted 
to arbitration. This was about five 
years since. This arbitration is what 
has been before the Commissioners. 
And they award 

1st The free market for fish and fish 
oil in the United States ; 

2nd. The right to transport goods by 
railway in bond ; 

3rd. The right to - goods in vessels 
from port to port on the St. Lawrence 
and the Great Lakes, within United 
States territory ; 

4th. An award of FIVE AND A HALF 
MILLIONS OF DOLLARS for the use of the 
Fisheries by the Dominion ; 

5th. And finally our claim to territorial 
jurisdiction over the bays and waters 
outside of the headland line, unimpaired, 
and our right to deal with the questions 
of bait and transhipment. &ec., at our 
pleasure, fully recognized. 

This is perhaps the most. important 
question that has ever been. between 
the two countries, and the Commission 
sitting at Halifax, is a recognition of 
our city in reference to Dominion 
affairs it has pot had ay . [geo 

might expect, and {az 
into an angry GRee 

countries. Teleg 
ton, say the award will be accepted and, 
of course, the money paid. 
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. THE WEEK OF PRAYER 
observed at the beginning of each year 
for so many years past will shortly be 
here. In advance of receiving the 
Circular of the Evangelical Alliance, 
we place before our readers the Pro- 
Programme prepared for 1878, so that 
arrangements may be made for carry- 
ing out the meetings in each locality 
according to the circumstances of the 
several churches : 

Sabbath, January 6th. 
Sermons : Christian union perfected. 

Rev. vii , 9, 10. 
Monday, January Tth. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE :—Remembrance 
of personal and relative mercies ; prayer 
for the Divine blessing on past privi- 
leges and for a humble and contrite 
spirit. 

Tuesday, January 8th. 

PraYER :—For the Church of Christ in 
all lands ; for its deliverance from errors 
for its increase in faith and holiness 
and in power as a witness for the Lord 
Jesus Christ ; for the grace and guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Wednesday, January 9th. 
Prayer :—For Christian familes—for 

sick and afflicted members ; for children 
at school, dnd for all youth in our col- 
leges and seminaries of learning; for 
oung men entering upon the active 
Sinem of pipe an 
or our sons and our 0 
confessing Christ. 4 

Thursday, January 10th, 
Prayer :—For Nations — for rulers, 

magistrates and statesmen; for the 
Army and Navy ; for all benevolent and 

Eberty and the opening of doors * wids 
and effectual " for the Gos- 

teousneas and for the of pel; 
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Friday, January 11th. : 

Prayer for the circulation of the 
Bible ; for the observance of the Sab 
bath ; for the removal of intemperance § 
for the rescue of ‘the fallen; for the 
safety of those who travel/by land and 
by water. 

Sabbath, January 13th. 
SERMONS :-~Christian life, “Lat your 

light shine.” Matt. v. 16. 
 --- 

REV. G. M. GRANT 

has been receiving various farewell 
addresses and souvenirs during the past 
week, on his leaving our city for his 
new position in Kingston. The Dal- 
housie College Alumni presented him 
with a handsome epergne and Address. 
The St. Matthew's congrégation, on. 
Friday evening, together with invited 
friends, met in the basement of the 
church, and presented to him, by the 
hands of Sir William Young, a magnifi- 
cent service of solid silver, comprising 
about 70 pieces, costing somewhat over 
$700. On one of the principal pieces 
is an inscription—~* Presented to Rev. 
G. M. Grant by the members of the 
congregation of St. Matthew’s, as a 
mark of esteem and affection, Nov. 
22, 1877.” 
A valuable painting of a favorite 

scene on the N. W. Arm, was also 
given to Mrs. Grant. 
We shall feel that Halifax in losing 

Mr. Grant, has parted with one cf its 
most useful men and active philan- 
tbropists, and we doubt not his new 
field of labor will be enriched by this 
removal. We wish’ for Mr. and Mrs. 
G. all possible good in their new home, 
and for Mr. Grant abundant success in 
his work as Principal of Queen’s Uni- 
versity at Kingston, Ont. 

Ce 

“THE ORIGIN OF THE WORLD.” 

Judge Marshall has once more pre- 
sented the world with a pamphlet ; this 
time entitled, * Fictions and Errors 
in a Book, on ‘Tte Origin of the 
World, according to Revelation and 
Science,: by J. W. Dawson, LL.D., 
Principal of McGill University, Mon- 
treal, ” Exposed and condemned on 
the authority of Divine Revelation by 
Jobn G. Marshall, formerly Chief 
Justice, &ec., in the island of Cape 
Breton.” We have not read Dr. D's. 
book, but have here long quotations 
from it with criticisms upon them. 
The Judge thinks that the theory of 

regarding the six days of creation as 
long periods“of time, com per- 
haps millions of years, is altogether 
inconsistent with the Seripture record, 
and not to be in any way recouciled 
with the Divine Word. ~~ 17.4 

of the generally received 
logical facts he pronounces * fan- 

cies” and * falsities,” amd sees no 
| necessity for any other theory than the 
old one; to meet all the demands of 
science. With this belief he does not 
spare Dr. Dawson, or any of his teach- 
ings as given in this book. Sometimes 
he is severe, at others he becomes 
quite sarcastic over the period theory, 
so that one would think him in the full 
vigor of life instead of being the octo- 
genarian that he is. We cannot resist 
the temptation to copy a paragraph as 
a specimen of our venerable friend's 
mode of treating the author he is dis- 
cussing : 

* Now, here, I will say, that the na- 
turalists, and logists, who employ 
‘themselves in searching for, and ascer- 
taining, the plants and natural fruits ; 
or the layers and stratas of coal, and 
other minerals, and stone, and other 
substances, which will serve for the 
useful purposes and comforts of life, are 
general benefactors, valuable members 
of society. But those of them who are 
running hither and thither, and delvi 

in the: earth, or groping aboutgiw old | p 
dens, and caves, to discover 5 10 

implemen 
old from the Nile, or 
other rivers; to serve as proofs of the 
‘age. of. the world, and to be laid up in 
museums, for the gaze for the curious, 
— these era scientists are merely 
useless lumber in society, and some of 
them even dan 8 nuisances as to 
divine revelation, and religious belief, 
especially in relation to certain classes 
of the youthful population, which I 
need not name. 

MESSENGER. 

And various decisions are givén on 
these most important points, Finally, 
the treasure is lid up carefully in sonje 
museum, for the gratifying inspection 
of all future generations. 

1 this i$ mere fictious invention. 

of 

rubbish in this age of advanced civiliza- 

tion and intelligence, and useful activity, 

and real science.” 

Dr. Dawson has heretofore been 
held as a champion defender of the 
Bible against the prevalent scepticism 
of the age, and has shewn that perfect 
harmony exists between the works and 
Word of God, in the account they 
give of Creation, but the Judge will 

have none of him, and adhewes strictly 
to his six-days-of-twenty-four- hours 
theory, in which the world and all 
things upon it, and the heavenly bodies 
wer created! He believes that th 
deluge, which he holds covered the 
whole earth, is quite sufficient toacconnt 
for all the geological discoveries of 
modern science ! : 
. Dr. Dawson says :— 
“ It accords with both records that 

the work of creatiou in this period was 
gradually progressive. Species after 
species was locally introduced, extend- 
ed itself, and after having served its 
purpose, gradually became extinct. 
And thus, each successive rock forma- 
tion presents new groups of species, 
each rising in numbers and perfection 
above the last.” 
On this Judge Marshall remarks :— 
“ As regards the Scripture records, 

there is not a particle of truth in any 
of these assertions. He knows well 
that there is no Scripture to sanction 
them. This inspired authority ex- 
pressly says they were all created on 
one day, having an evening and a 
morning ; and says nothing. about pro- 
gression, or succession of species. All 

But, 
further, as to the geological record of 
these different species of animals, all 
persons will kcow that in those rock 
formations, if there are indeed any 
likenesses to animals, they could only 
be mere impressions, and extremely im- 

years, according to the Dr, after they 
had been made ; and as to ascertaining 
differences of species through long suc- 
cessive ages, it is simply incredible and 
fabulous.” 

We shall not attempt to offer an 

learned gentlemen is most in harmony 
with divine revelation, further than 
to suggest that we think the difficul- 
ties surrounding a belief in the shorter 
days of ereation, are greater than those 
of the longer periods. 

A WONDERFUL INVENTION. 
8S H CAPABLE OF IN- 
DE REPETITION FROM 

We give the following article which 
we copy from the Scientific American 
of Nov. 17th, We do pot place it in 
our Science column, seeing that it is 
much beyond 
scientific demonstration, and may be 
regarded we think rather as specula- 
tion or conjecture. 

_never tional ; that is intellectual, 
not emotional ; but certainly nothi 
that can be conceived would be Pos 
likely to create the profoundest of seh- 
sations, to arouse the liveliest of human 
emotions, than once po ah to hear the 

(- 38 familiar voices of 
Science now 
possible, and can | 
voices of those 

vious a truth ; 
opver has spoken or whoever may 

by it, has the assurance that his 
prec may be reproduced audibly in 

own tones long after he himself has 
turned to dust. The possibility is 
simply startling. A — of indented 
paper travels n A a little machine, 
the sounds of the latter are magnified, 

. 3 
possibilities of the future are not 

much more wonderful than those of the 
present. The orator in Boston speaks,the 
indented strip of paper is the tangible 
result ; but travels under a second 

hine which may connect with the 
telephone. 
heard now in San Francisco for 

Away with all such trumpery and. 

perfect, after the ey millions of 
r 

opinion of our own as to which of these 

the present line of 

.-*It has been said that Science is 

Not only is the speaker 
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found, and modifications and improve. 
ments are only a matter of time, g, 
also are its possibilities other than those 
already noted. Will letter writing be 
a proceeding of the past? Why not, if 
by simply talking into a mouthpieces 
our speech’ is recorded on paper, ang 
our correspondent can by the Same 
paper hear us speak. Are we to have 5 
new kind of books? There is no res. 
son why the orations of our modern 
Ciceros should not be recorded and de- 
tachably bound so that we can run the 
indented slips through the machine, and 
in the quiet of our own apartments 
listen again, and as often as we wil] to 
the eloquent words. Nor are we i 
stricted to spoken words. Music ma 
be crystallized as well. Imagine an 
opera or an oratorio, sung by the great. 
cest_living vocalists, thus recorded, anq 
capable of being repeated as we desire.” 
The above is the editorial summary 

introducing a letter from Edward H. 
Johnson, Electrician, explaining the 
apparatus by which this marvellous 
result is said to be secured. 

> We 

Our enquiry last week about «fe. 
-male brethren” seems to have awaken. 
ed in our good Wesleyan brother some 
of his tendencies to hydrophobia. In. 
stead of answering our enquiry, he, 
strangely, goes off into an effort to 
determine the period to which the 
Messenger belongs, and comes to the 
conclusion that it must be the diluvian. 
He says : * It is one of the messengers 
from the ark, that went out to see— 
nothing but water. Give it its proper 
name and all difficulties will vanish— 
the Diluvian Messenger.” 

Thanks, brother, for the similitade. 
We delight in bringing the olive branch 
to the poor tired ones, waiting and 
longing for the new purified earth, 

If we belong to the diluvian surely 
our neighbour must belong to the Ant;- 
diluvian. Just think of it—the Anti- 
diluian Wesleyan. Proverbs xxvi. 5. 

Yet he need not be so alarmed as to 
be always thinking of the diluvian ele- 
ment. e never administer it, as he 
and his brethren do, to unwilling sub- 
jects. 

« -—eow Ce — 

CHRONOLOGY OF THE WEEK. 

Nov. 19. Death of Bishop Wilkins.1672 
“ Death of Dr. Valpy.........1854 
“ 20. Cape of Good Hope dis- 
: covered .........cu.r.ee.. 1497 
ox Death of Cardinal Wolsey.1530 
“ Missionary Williams mur 

GAEDE oor vocations sarin v++1839 
“ Death of Lord Elgin........ 1863 
“ 21. Death of Sir Thos. Gresham 1579 
“ 22. Death of Archbishop Tillot- 

: BOD wr « oo on 0 ov 00 amens ans eso} OO 
“ Death of Lord Clive......... 1774 
“23. Council of Clermont: origi 

PARE LC adhe fe 1094 
“ 24. Death of John Knox.......1572 
- Death of Genl. Havelock. , 1858 
“ 25. Death of Dr, Watts..........1748 

. Death of Dr. Kitto......,.,.1854 

BeLcEER'S FARMERS ALMANAC FOR | 
1878, has made its appearance, and is 
filled with matter which should be al- 
ways at hand as it is constantly in de- 
mand. Besides the calander it con- 
tains all necessary information respect 
ing public offices and officers, The 
Time Table at page 78, will be very 
useful to parties engaged in the coasting 
trade. The Agricultural notes at: the 
foot of the Calendar pages contain a 
number of valuable hints, worth the 
price of the book. 
a Js —— —— —r——— rt a 

EDUCATIONAL RECORD. 

Professor J. E. Wells, LL, D., of 
the Woodstock Institute, read a paper 
before the last Convention of the Bap- 
tists of Ontario, on the Relations be- 
tween Religious Denominations and 
Secular Education. It"is a well con- 
sidered, thorough and able discussion 
of the subject, but it is too long to re- 
produce in our columns. Exception 
will be taken to many things in the 
paper ; indeed The Globe, while ad- 
mitting its ability does not seem to be 
pleased with the general drift of the 
article, but it leaves its readers quite 
in doubt as to what it would substitute 
in place of the principles to which it 
seems to be — 

Professor Wells's p itions are 
these: (1) Christians are bound by the 
highest obligations, as far as possible, 
to imbue with the saving influences of 
their holy religion every current of 
human thought and feeling. (2) They 
can hope to do this only by havi 
recourse to the fountain-heads 
thought and feeling, and csp 
those influences in their schools a 

(3) can secure this 
only by securing and educa- 
tional of the right stamp. 

Prof. W. inclines to that at the 
| present time there is too much. 
to throw thestatethe chief | 
bility in the character of 
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