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THE

* i (1 Chron. ii. 55; Judgesiv. 11); plod"es

a—————

Bible Liossons for 18%7.

STUDIES ABOUT THE KI‘IGDO\I OF ISRAEL.

SUNDAY,

King.—2 I\ll‘l": x. 20-31.

ComMIT T0 MEMORY. Vs. 28-31.

GoLpEN TEXT.——" But Jehu took no
heed to walk in the law of the Lord God
2 Kings Lev.

of Israel with all his heart. ”
X. 3

DaiLy ReADING.—Monday, 2 Kings x.
Tuesday, 1. Kings xix. 13-21,
Thursday,

Friday, 2 ngs x. 1-19

18--36.
Wednesday, 2 Kings | viil.
2 Kings 1x.
Saturday, vs. 233 Jeremm.h XXXV.
day, Romans xii,

AxaLysis.— L Festwal for Baal
claimed. Vs.. 20. Il The gathered
shippers. Vs. 21-23.

massacre. Vs. 25.
Vs. 26-28, V1.
Vs. 29-31.

e el

QuesTions;—Upon whose royal house

is vengeance now to be executed ?

whom was this vengeance first foretold.?

Who is God’s agent gxﬁonung

ven ance? Who m{%s im thaike
be king? Wheré was he at ‘this

tune? Whom does he now Kkill first? | at the beginning of his" réign at %ama,

What king of Judah next? What

A& relative next? How manynoﬁ full fran‘t one end to. amother: ' There

sons does Jehu now kill?

kmdrmf from Jud.,hy Where must have been thousands, for Baal-

were tby gomb
Vs.'20. Whab

Wdoeshe lai

"Vs. 21. Inw
are come to the festival ?

23 ‘Who was Jehonadab ¢

peouliar; to -his tribe 2 Where

ﬁrﬁt meet him? 2 Kingsx.12-
this care to hayve no gervants of the

in the house?. .

Ve. 24. Whom.. does Jehu put on
guard? What m_]unctmn u put upan

them?

Za 25. Why doesJehu bt first
ces ? Then what happens ?.

Vs. 26. How is ‘the ~destruction of | here, ete. The joint injunction of Jehona-
- Baslsworship furthet carriedout?

V. 28. Does™ it ever appear &G’Jl“h evidence of extraordinary.zeal for Baal.

the northern kingdom ?

We. 29. In what respects is Jehu
aﬁdl' a transgressor ?

30. How does Jehovah rewnrd L
JJ‘ for obec(i)lv;nce?s How longwill his | The priests. (vs. 21), when the hour of
contiﬁue? (8.¢.884-773.) From

w _the phrase “to drive like
Jeéh en? 2Xingsix. 20 In
ter do we see Jehu at last 2 vs 31.

HistoricAL CONNECTION WITH JE

The: time has now come for taking
righteous “vengeance ‘upon 'the-bloody
and idolatrous house of Ahab, predicted
1 Kings |
xxi, 17-19, 23, 24. For Ahab’s humilia-
tion, however, before Elijah, this evil | tion.
was not brought on his house in his
This son
Ahab was
killed by a bow drawn :at; a venture in
1 Kings xxii. 34.
After Elijabh came Elisha ; after Ahab,

by Elijah fifteen years. ago.

days, but in his son’s days.
was Jehoram, by Jezebel.

the battle with Syria.

his son Jehoram. As we have

Elisha was the adviser of Jehoram ;
% having neither cottage nor foot of land

of his own, yet giving orders to
doms.” Butevents moveon.

son of Nimshi. 2 Kings ix. 2.

fifth dynasty of Israel. Jehoram

home from war, recovering from wounds,
Ahaziah, the
king of Judah, is with him for sym-

in his palaces at Jezreel;
pathy ; and now Elisha, too aged

himself,
Gilead,

orders to smite the whole house of
judgment.

political; he slays Jehoram (2

ix.22-26) ; Ahaziah (vss. 27-29); painted
and haughty Jezebel (vss. 30-37); this | 9;
in Jezreel, the chief palace of the king-
dom. At Samaria, the mother-city, he
seeks out and slays Ahab’s seventy sons
(ch. x, 1-11) ; then his kinsfolk,

ites, and priests' (vs. 12); then

two jolly brethren of Ahaziah, going.
a visit to the sons of Ahab. Vss. 13, 14.
Now he lights upon Jehonadab, an
honest Rechabite, abstemious, austere,

May 1)2‘1 , 1877.—~Jehu the

III. A guard

stationed. Vs. 24. I1V. The sacrifice and | came.
V. Images destroyed

“ Sins of omigsion.

goe&wo idolatry m support of the reigaing house tilt
Jehu propose to mdu¥e in? vs. ?
m ' e

spirit did these

Jehoram
is at war, in Ramoth-Gilead, with Hazael,
successor of Benhadad in the kingdom
of Syria. The captain of his host, and
high in his favor, was Jehu, the grand-
1 He it
was who was destined by the will lof ‘the
Lord, as made known by Elijah to
Elisha (1 Kings xix. 15-17), to be the
anointed king of Israel, so founding the

sends a young prophet to
to inform Jehu of his call of
God to the kingdom. He is anointed,
the only one of all the kings of the ten
tribes (2 Kings ix. 1-7) ; receives serious
" Ahab,
and at once proceeds to execute this
The whole account should
be studied. His first avenging work is

| with him friendship ; takes him into his |
chariot; reveals to him his second work | 1
of vengeance, of a religious character. |
This he executes with cunning by no |
means to be commended, justifying his |
cold regard in history. This introduces |
the lesson. é

ExvrositioN.— Verse 20.—DProclaim a
solemn assembly for Baal. Compare
xxiii. 86 ; Num. xxix. 12. From
his youth, Jehu had been in the grmy
(ix. 25; 1 Kings xxi. 19). He was a
subtle, crafty man (ys. 1), and hence
had kept to himself his preference for
the worship of Jehovah instead of Baal.
Sun- | He had exterminated the old reigning
house, including Jezebel herself, who
had introduced, promulgated and up:
held Baal-worship. '

Verse 21. — All the worshippers of Baal
Having not the least suspicion
of foul play, trusting perfectly the king's
word, not only without fear of evil, but
exultant in the prospect of continued
and increased power. They came into
By | the house of Baal. Into the temple,
which evidently consisted of a building
surrounded with ample courts toaccom-
modate the multitudes, built by Ahab

pro-
wor-

this

very | the capital. 1-Kings xvi. 32, ~33. Was

worshxpabontmued to receive fayor and

Jehoram's death at Jehu’s haud.
Verse 22.—Him that wa$ o“r the
vestry. A room in which ‘were kept the
robes in which the Baal priestsofficiated.
Verse 28.— Jehonadab the son of
Rechab. This ;Jehonadab, or % Jona-
dab,” a Kenite (1 <Chron. ii. 5635 Gen.
xv. 19)"and the founder of the .sect of
Rechabites, so named pmbably by the
founder himself, ‘in honor of his father
offer | —Was akindred spirit with: Jehu. Jer.
| xxxv. Search, and look lhat there be

dab and Jehu, intended to be taken as
The deception of the call of the assem-

bly is thus kept up skillfully to the last.
Verse 24.— When they wentin, etc.

hote-

maxing the offering had arrived.” Four-
score Tgen. His own bodvgu
trusted | wh
| could rely to keep hxszeeret and

what

his order. If any of the m The
. complema "zé Vs.
19, 2s. Whom I have brought mto your

hands. Put quite at their mercy, like
a flock of sheep, penned in together
and helpless. -

Verse25.—As soon as he,etc. NotJebu

but their high priest. Prompt execu-.
With the edgeof the sword. The
Hebrew idiom is “ the sword’s mouth,"
as though it were a horrid beast of prey
devouring its victims. Cast them out.

destroy, as by violent casting down and
dashing to pieces. The city :;{ the
house. The temple proper as distin-

guished from the courts.

Verses 26, 27.~—Images. Or pillars.
Evidently of wood, and apparently in
honor of deities re ed as subordinate
to Baal, since Baal's statue is mentioned
in the next verse, and was evidently
grander and of stone.

Verse 28.—~Fhus Jehu destroyed Baal
out of Israel. A very striking way of
saying that he destroyed the worship of
Baal. That of Ashtoreth, of course, was
destroyed with it,” The destruction was
according to the Levitical law, which
seems to have been recognized in some
sense as the fundamental law of the
kingdom ; but the lying and treachery
involved in the process cannot be com-
mended, and neyver was commanded,

Verse 29.— Howbeit. An implied ap-
proval of his destruction of Baal, but not
necessarily of his method of doin, git. So
in t.he express approval. Vs. 30. Every
man’'s good -conduct is more. or less
tainted w:th evil. Jehu's was sorely
tainted. The sins of Jeroboam. Ex-
plained in what follows, and considered
fully in one of our former lessons. He
retained the worship of Jehovah, but
corrupted the form of worship. The
sin came short of Ahab’s, which was the
substitution of Baal for Jehovah; but
nevertheless it was sin.

Verse 30.~Thy children of the fourth
generatwn This dynasty, the longest
reigning in Israel, continued one hun-
dred and eleven years, and closed, as
here promised, with the greut-gre;t

-andson of Jehu. xv. 8. It consisted
of Jehu, Jehoahaz, xiii. 1; Joash, xiii.
Jeroboam xiv. 16, and Zachariah.
This was & temporal rewa.rd for an act
which accomplished what the law re-
quired.

Verse 31.—Jehu took no heed, etc.
Asserting what we would gather from
his conduct as studied by us, that he
was destitute of true piely.

— Baptist Teacher.
SuNpay, May 20th, 1877.—Jonah at
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The Story of the Leseon

FOR THE PRIMARY CL ASS,

As Jehu was on his way to Samaria,
to be king, he met a man named Je- hon-
a-dab. w ho was not an Israelite,but wor-
shipped the Lord. Jehu asked him to
get up into his chariot, and see what he
'was going to do for the Lord. When he
came into Samaria, he gathered all the
people together, and said, “ Ahab served
Baal 4 little, but Jehu shall serve him
much.” Then he appointed a day for a
great sacrifice to Baal, and sent men all

through the land to tell the worshippers |.

of Baal ; for he said all who did not come
should be killed. None were miissing.

The house of Baal was filled from one
end to the other. The king had the
clot.hes that were kept there for the
priests brought out. Jehuand Jehona

dab told the crowd to search ouf whether
any of the servants of the d were
there, and found none. ' Jehu had done
all =this slyly, that he might destroy
them ; and, just as a great sacrifice was
being offered to baal, eighty soldiers,
with swords,rushedin and killed them all.

They also burned all the images of baal,

and destroyed the house. God said
that, because Jehu had destroyed so
many idolators, he should have the
throne for his great grandson. But
though he had done this, he still wor-
shiped the golden calf, and did not love
God in hm heart.

3&&& g‘"ia[ +though altogether kindly.

From The Day of Rest
DORA’S BOY.

BY MRS. ELLEN’ ROSS.

Cuaar. XV. —Mumn:w 8 ansvomnon

. ‘With a strange feelmg in his heart
Matthew went down stairs and sat by
his fire again, waiting for Hughie to go
to bed. Although he had no regard for
religion, he felt very glad that he had
refrained from sneering at the boy for
wanting to say his prayers.

¢If it had been my own boy growed
up, he'd ha' bin sayin’ his prayers sure
enough,’ said Matthew to himself, as he
sat meditatively gazing into the fire, and
twirling his thumbs.” ‘Yes,’ he went
on, ‘ Patty 'ud be sure to have her boy
say his prayers, and learn heaps o’ good
things. And then, like enough, I
I shouldn’t ha’ forgot everything decent,
and be such a old heathen as I am, But
there, I'm, right enough, and I ain't
goin’ to upset, my mind at fifty:eight
about these things.’
' ‘He 'sat so long in his reverie that,
when he went upstairs, he found Hughxe
fast asleep. He stood gazing at him for
some time, saymg to himself, * What a
beautiful , little ;chap, he is, to be sure!
He looks jest like a pictur’ lying there
so peaceful. Eh! what a good job it is
that I've got a bit of a place ¢’ my own,
and nobody to interfere with me, so as I
can save him from the work'us! It’ud
be a thousand 'pities to send him'there
amongst low rough folk. - He'll be &
handsome ofie, when he grows up, won’t
he now? And then, like enough, he’ll
forget old Matthew, though I've got it
in my 'art to do manya ‘thing for him,
now and in the futur,’ if we's both spared
Why, only see these poor bits o’ rags,’
Matthew went on to himself, lifting up
the boy’s old jacket and trousers, which
he had left folded on a chair, ‘ They’re
kept mended certinly, as well'as that
poor dyin’ critter could ; but they ain’t
worth two brass fardens to any body but
the owner, And these poor broke-out
shoes, too : he shan’t be troubled with
the sight o’ them much longer. It's a
mighty good thing now, as old Matthew
Pedder have got afew pounds put by,and
can spend oneof ’em this road if he
likes, without anybody interferin’. We'll
have a trot-out together to-morrow and
see what old Moses 'll turn out of his
stores for the little chap, when I shows
him a few shillins’,

such a boy as that !’
striking him, Matthew added,

took to him strong !

1| go for to tie a apron on ye to keep ye

-

Thesn's a pitiful
handful o’ rags to put on such a beauti-
ful boy, and a well-disposed un, too, he
gseems. Why, he'd set off the very best
as could be bought ; and there's many a
lonely fine lady as 'ud be proud to’dopt
A sudden thought
‘Eh!
but 1 hope if he and I gets on well
together, that none of his relations ’ll
turn up to take him off me: I don’t
know how I could abear that, if I once
It 'ud be better to
live by myself all along as I have done,

el B - — — SRDUSSES S

thls ior a bit, and then losv lnm
it ’d be a’most as bad asadeath!”  And
Matthew's eyes grew moist as he looked
almost fondly at the sleeping child.

The mnext morning at breakfast he
spoke 6n this theme: he could not rest
until he had._sounded the boy concern-
ing his feelings towards himself. So
So when they had nearly finished break-
fast Matthew said, ‘ Well, my lad, d’ye
think as how yowll feel contented and
comfortable with me after a’bit ?’

¢ Oh, I do now,’ exclaimed Hughie in
a thankful tone,

“«#But maybe you'll be wa,nt.m to run
away  from be by:and-by, .'speecially if
anybody offered:ye & ,good place, or if
ye found that'grandmbther o' yourn as
ye was' talkin’ about.. And ye know,’
added Matthew, with 'a softer light in
his eyes, which'the boy 'was quick to
perceive, ¢ye know I mightn't like to
lose ye.’

Hughie got up from his chair thh
affectionate impulse, and, putting his
hand on Matthew’s knee, looked up in
his face’ and’ ‘s&id, ¢ No, you've been so
kind to mother and me, that I shan’t
wagt to leave you. I'll stay with you as
long as ever you want me,; and if I find
grandmother I’ll ask her to let me stay
with you.’

Matthew looked more than pleased at
these words, and made an awkward at.
tempt to stroke the boy’s head. But he
was s0 unused both to giving and receiv-
ing caresses that it was indeed awkward,

‘Now I can wash up these things for
you, please, sir, said . Hughie. ‘I will
do them just as you did last night.’

¢ So you shall, my'lad ; and I needn’t

from spoilin’ your clothes, ces there
ain’t nothin’ to spoil. But we shall see
about what we shall see by-and-by,’ said
Matthetv, trying to be facetious. ‘And
while you're at that, T'll be takin’ my
shetters down, and let such daylight as
there is in on to my birds.” .

¢ I can help you presently to give them
fresh seed and water and to clean their
cages, said Hughie. ‘I know how to
do it: mother had a little bird once,
and I used to watch her dowup its cage.
every morning: She gave it away when
we got very poor.’ e
“Yes, you shall help ; bﬁt it ain’t
much titivatin’ as they gets: from me:
there’s too many of ’em {0’ keep in tip-
top order, qnd some of ’em isn’t worth
the trouble.' Now, when I’ve put things
in Monday-mornin’ fashion, 1 want to
run out on a errand, and you shall try
b yer hand-at mindin’ shop,~—you and
Tom : my old Tom is a first-rate -shop-
man, and understands the vally of birds,
don’t ye-mnew, Tom? And Matthew
perched ;the, hlack fellow up on his
shoulder, and looked up in his face for
an answer, which puss.gave by purring
loudly, and bénding down: his: head to
rub it against his master's bald crown.
“4Y thought cats would kill 'birds end
eat them, said Hughie) looking with
admiration  at 'this’ exhibition of good
feeling on the pa.rt of Matthew and his
cat.

‘¢ So they will, it's theu' natur to,’ re-
plied Matthew ; ‘but my Tom s been
trained; he has, and he knows his. dooty
as well as_a Christian, ay, and does it a
deal better than many a one. He
wouldn’t touch a bird in the shop, no,
not if every one of ‘em was turned out
o' their cages this ‘minute,—he's that
knowin’ and decent in his ways.’

Having so far lauded him, Matthew
made him spring from his shoulder to
the floor, and then went out into the
cold and fog to take down his shutters,
He then gave about an hour’s attention
to his live stock, looking more carefully
than was his wont to see which among
‘them needed water and food. He dusted
his ¢artistic’ cases of birds, and ‘put
things generally in order.
* Hughie had long since finished his
little job, and was now in the shop
watching Matthew, and pitying and ad-
miring in turns the different specimens
of live and stuffed birds.

¢ By-and-by, when you gets more used
to the place, you'll be able to sell for me
when my back’s turned ; but if anybody
comes in to buy this mornin’ ‘while I'm

his waist, put on an old slouch hat,;and

under his feet.

Nmevch -—Jom.h iii. l 10,

than to take in a bright little chap like

Why,

| have anything t6 do with.

out o' the way, jest say that Matthew
Pedder’s gone out walkin’, and they may
call again.’ He rolled his apron round

walked off in a lordly and independent
manner, like a man who has the world

He was absent not much more than

MAY 9, 1871,

half-an-hour, and when he returned he
had a small package under his arm. He
was rather surprised to find that Hughie
was not alone: he was st:mdmg just in-
side the shop-door talking to a little
girl. Matthew was still further sur
prised w@n he recognized in the boy’s
companion no less a personage than the
fiery little body who had rated, hlm
about his birds—Lisa Maurice.
In a few words. Hughie explamed
how it 'was she came into the shop, and
what they had been talking about.
Cuar, XVI.~Hucuie's New
ANCE."
Matthew had not:Jong left his ;hop
that morning, beforé Hughie, having
familiarized himself with most of 'tHe
objects in it, vénturéd to open the door,
and look up and down thestreet. ﬁlemf
was; not; much to see, for the fog was
rather thick, and he was about to" turn’
in out of the fresty air, when he caught
sight of a little girl, emerging from the
fog a little distance off, whom he thought
he had seen before. She stopped short
when she found herself by Matthew!s
window, and looked about at the birds
with quick, inquisitive eyes, hummiing'a
tune all the time. - She had not then
perceived Hughie ; but as she was pase-
ing the doot, there he .was standing
within, and her’steps were atreotodtu
if a hand had been laid upon 'her. 1 1.
She stood still for a few moments, as
if trying to decide whether she Md
speak to him or not, and ‘then steppeéd
back to look at the window
Hughie wished she had spoken, m_ ,h%’
peeped out to see how far she had gone ;.
but she was shndmg there, and as po,
eyes met hers she gave a htﬂe‘
Her feminine cunoslt,y was 80
aroused by seeing him there, that ﬁn

ACQUAINT.

if he dxd not, and to. know how it was
he was there with old Matthew, whe, as

relations or friends, and was alw
a queer old fellow that nobody eu%d to
HEUOTa
So as Hughle’s only response 0 ket
nod was a faint smile, after which he
drew back a little.in the doorway, she,
went and peeped round the door:post,
and md rather timidly, ‘ Are you living
at Matthew Pedder’s house, and that
lady as sings hymus so nice ?’ ,
‘Yes, I'm living here ; but not 'my
mother that you heard sing on Sumrdly
night;" said Hughie.

“ Where’s she, thet ?” asked Lisa.

‘Bhe’s dead, he teplied sadly) yet
scarcely able to realize the tmth of
what he was saying. .. '

“Dead?. gone, o heaven ? whut, al-
ready? 'Lisa demanded, breathlessly,
with her eyes wide open.
ever did she go? '

‘ On'Saturday night,’ answered H

“What! when she had done sm o
my hymn ? No!she woke up aft.e;'
I saw her go with you intp that ;'oom
there; but I couldn’t stay to see if she
cameout again,. DLd shedl.ethm
then'?' .| '

‘No; she died at home at. our hig-
ings, md she’s there now ; but I’'m comé’
to stay with Mutthew Pedder’ uid
TRIRE e

‘ What ! ahd you've gone and left hhl
somewhere dead ?' exclaimed Lisa, after
a few moments’ silence. ‘Oh, dear!
how could you ?"

“ You want me to tell you all ahoqt, ;t.
don’t you ?’ said Hughie, perceiving tha
nothing but the truth and’ the wholo'

M3
i

maiden.

he added, with a considerateness Wblch
he had lee.mod from his mother ; ¢it’s
too dreadful cold for you to stand out
there without shoes on ; and this board
floor is much warmer.’ il

‘ But where's old Matthew ?’ asked

Lisa, cautiously, as she peered into the ..

shop and the room beyond. She’had
not forgotten his threatened shower-
bath of a few weeks previously, and she
was not wishful to confront him qgnn
just at present.

¢ Oh, he’s out!’ replied Hughie. ' ‘But
I'm sure he wouldn't mind you stand-
ing just inside while I tell you, about

for those that have to go thhont.phou
and proper clothes and food.” ~ ™

‘ Oh, is he ?’ said Lisa, rather doubt-
fully. ¢ But I don’t think ho'dbw

for my feet bein’ without sho- ho
don’t hhomo, cos 1 was

one day.
confidentially, yet rather shyly.

if you’ll;hnd,ms mido.ro-

phedea

was determined to speak first herself

everybody round about knew, had mo -

‘Why, when-

mother, He's very kind, and is sorry -

saucy to
Shall I tell you? uhoaddﬁdo.
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