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of lead-light glazing with cathedral
glass. Mr. Brown read letters from
Mr, Spurgeon, Sir Robert..Lusfl, and
others, apologizing ' for their absence,
the former explaining that. ill-health
preventud him. and read a list of sub-
scriptions—proceeded - to the formal
ceremony. This concluded, he called
upon the Rev. J. P. Chown, who
offered his congratulations upon the
very auspicious circumstances under
which they were assembled. — They
had been in the north district and the
so%h, and now they had come into the
east, and rejoiced that in coming there
they had every assurance of the Divine
bléesing upon the work. s

117 After the open-air proeeedings, the
friénds were invited to adjourn to a
spacious marquee for tea, which they
@id to the number of about 1,500. A
public meeting followed in the evening,
under the presidency of Mr. W. Fow-
ler; J. P., when encouraging addresses
were given.

Do " g o

' BaPrisM oF A PRESBYTERTAN MIN-
18TER.—The Rev. Mr. Stevens, Pres-
_byterian minister, of Berwick-upon-
eed, was baptizéd at Highbury-hill
Chapel on Monday evening last week
by the Rev. Dr. Culross. Having
been asked by Dr. Culross to say a few
words, Mr. Stevens said he should
have preferred not stating anything on
that occasion,, The truth which had
been impressed upon his mind that
night was union with Jesus—through
faith we died with Him, we were
buried with Him, and were raised with
' Him, and thus made partakers of un-
speakable benefits. The ordinance of
baptism reminded him that Jesus
Christ was condemned to death that we
might go free. The Master had said to
his disciples that he had a baptism to be
baptized with. He would say “all thy
waves and thy billows have gone over
‘me,” and now we by faith in that Sub-
stitute might go free. As a minister of
the Gospel he had preached, as many
of them knew, something quite diffe-
rent to believer’s ism, but having
studied the Word of God, he felt the
views he then held were without any
warrant, and he waited apon Dr. Cul-
ross, and sought the ordinance of Bap-
tism at his hands, believing that as it
was administered by him it was in ac-
cordancé with God's will — Freeman.
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For the Christian Mesun‘et.
To the Editor of the Christian Medsengér.’

Dear Sir,—Will you kindly zrant
me a corner for the correction of an
error in regard to a matter which,
though of the least public impartance,

reflects somewhat suspiciously upon my,
individual modesty ?

» In mssigning the authorship of, a re-
eent mﬁ for whose faults, ,(save the
numerous and glaring typographical
errors for which the mails whieh mis-
carried the proofs shoild bear the
blame), I am responsible, the excellent
editor of the BaAprisT QUARTERLY,
under the influence of some mental
ballucination, the source of which is a
profound mystery to this deponent, ap-
pended to my name the formidable in-
itials “ LL. p.” Against the Quar-
terly I have, I suppose no resource.
But as you in a kind notice in your
issue of Nov. 28th, have overweighted
my short name with the same beavy
letters. I beg leave to reassure my
personal friends in Nova Scotia by ex-
plaining that I am entirely innocent 1o
the matter and that to the best of my
knowledge, and belief I can claim no
higher academic distinction than that
represented by the fwo letiers which
my Alma Mater was pleased to append
to my name fourteen years ago. With
those [ am still quite content and have
only to wish that they were better
merited.
1 am Sir,
Respectfully yours,
J. E. WELLSs.
Canadian Literary Institute,
Woodstock. Ont., Dec. 1st, 1877.

For the Christian Messenger.

Home Missions.

Dear Brother,—

The Board of Home Missions met
for the transaction of business on Mon-
day, the 3rd inst. Eleven brethren
were present, nine of whom were mem-
bers of our Board.

The first news that reached our ears
was that our time-honored ' ‘College
building at Wolfville had been ‘burned
to the ground on the previous evening.
The sad intelligence produced a pro-
found sensation not only among ‘theé
members of our Board but throughout
the town of Yarmouth. * Earnhest
prayer was offered that our God may
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overrule this disaster for pood. We |
deeply ,sympathize with the Fu(‘ulty’
and Students in the ltss and incon- |

yenience which they must ‘necessarily=fback with a loud crash, passed down

suffer ; whilst we c¢atnot bat :u‘gnirc;
their courage and cnergy in defermin- |
ing to continue their regular coufse of |
studies. It.is our earnest hope that a |
larger and more commodious building
may be speedily erected upon the ashes
of the fallen edifice.

The Home Mission outlook is still
encouraging. But w¢ need more en-
larged libarality. Thé receipts of the
past month have been very small. It
is hoped that'the half yearly collection
will at once be made in all our churches.
Amoog the actions of the Board the
following may be mentioned :— . =

1. Bro. Geo. Starratt, licentiate, has
been assigned a mission of eight weeks
at New Ross, Waterville and neighbor-
ing stations, under the superyision of
Rev. J. A, McLean.

2. A subsidy of $50.00 was voted to
aid the little church at Parrsboro. .

3. The claims of the little interest at
Riverdale, Yarmouth Co., having been
carefully considered, it was decided
that a subsidy of $58.00 be granted to
this church, with.  the _understandi:ﬁ
that the Board shall have credit for
sums collected on the field by the mis-

gionary. “

It is very desirable that reports shall
be regular{y forwarded to our Board
from missionaries and pastors who are
receiving aid from the Home Mission
treasury, Failure in 'reporting may
lead to a forfeiture of the aid promised.
Pains have been taken to supply every
missionary and subsidized church with
schedules.for monthly or guarterly re-
turns ; so that there is no. reasonable
excuse for peglect in this matter.

W. 'H. WARREN,
4 Cor. "Secretary. ..
Yarmouth, Dec. 6, 1877.

The Glvistian Pessenger.

© Halifax, N. S., December 12th, 1877,

. THE BURNING OF ACADIA
- COLLEGE.

SECOND ARTICLE.

Our readers learned last week the
fact that the Acadia College building
had been' burned to .the ground on
Sunday evening, 2nd inst. We were
then able to give but little more than
the bare announcement, gathered from
has’ﬁly written notes. But the story
of the fire has yet to be told. The
noble, well-proportioned _structure,
whose walls had been hallowed by a
thousand. sacred associations connected
with the, experiences of devoted men,
now, in  heayen, and g host of living
oues, who there commenced  .their
journey .to-.the . enduring heavenly
mapsions, are now. but a blackened
mass of rubbish. The origin of the
fire seems still to be involved in
mystery. The first seen of it was on
the western side, over No. 4 Class
room, on the same floor as the library,
By some it was supposed that it came
from a delect in the stove fittings in the
student’s-room-over this, but Dr. Saw-
yer had receatly inspected the room,
and found it all right. It must therefore
have been from the flue. '

On going there, after the alarm, the
flames were found issuing from the
ceiling and going on towards the centre
of the building. The students’ rooms,
in the upper stories, could not be safely
approached, and it was but the work of
a moment to decide that there was no
possibility of saviog the building or
the contents of the museum, and that
every effort must be put forth to try
and secure as much as possible of the
valuable library and the portraits it
contained.. The passages and stairs
being narrow, it was impossible to
carry the books out, and the only
chance was for some persons to throw
them from the windows whilst others
were outside ready to collect and carry
them to a place of safety. Whilst
this was being done, the fire was eating
its way from room to room and bursting
out in every direction, sparing nothing,
but becoming more and more furious
and grandg and, from its commandiong
positién, throwing its larid light over
the whole of the surrounding landscape,
and so becoming the point ol observa-
tion .over a vast tract of eountry, east,
west and north. From miles around,
in every direction, parties hastened to
learn what was the nature and extent
of the conflagration, and" the hill was
soon covered by hundreds of spéctators.
The ﬁre_‘idé ntime, Was spreading in
gvery divéction, and' had consumed the
supports of the cupola and belfry, and
these becoming unstead n to sway
and ' yield 'to' their ble dgom.

home “of -the College,—the corporation,

receiving instruction in whatever tem-
| porary provision may be made for

The fine ‘large bell, which' had for so
mar'y ,JWM sending 'out’ its

e

gonorous tones over the adjacent
neighbourhood, gave forth one loud,
solemn parting knell, and swinging

throngh the faming’ ruips, and | was
goon’ melted up into a° mass of metal
fragments. The flames having now
reached thie pediment and takeén away
its supports in the building, the tall
massive pillars were seized upon, and
down they ecame in rapid sueceéssion,
taking away all the prominent features
by whieh the structure had been recog-_
vized for so many years. ' %
A number of the ‘students, wliose
rooms “ere in the college building,
lost,! considerable of  their clothing and
books, some of themslest their all-—one
Mr. H,, N. Spencer, who came to
preach in Dartmouth on' that Sabbath,
and three others, .Messrs. Harrington
and two brothers Bishop, likewise, we
believe, had nothing left but the clothes
in which they stoed. . . '
After recounting the losses, we must
not overlook the mercies which were
mingled with the judgment in this
ealamity., Not a life lost, or a person
injured ! :Some .of the stodeants had
their clothes, and bair . singed by .the
flames in the endeavour to save,their
own or their friends’ property. . If the
same fire had broken out in the night,
or at almost any other time than it did,
there 'would  have been every proba-
tility of injury, and  possibly loss of
life. 1n this may we not recognize
that the college—which yet lives—is
is still ' ‘
“THE @HILD OF PROVIDENCE,”
notwithstanding the stripping it of its
place- of abode, and comfortable sur-
. The buiMing is but the

)

the institution. ile the building is
taken, the College—Governors, Facul-
ty and students —are spared and ready,
after a brief suspension, again to
proceed with the work of imparting and

the

), and 80 keep up the succession
with but brief intermission. They
will, of course, be put to very serious
inconvenience and some interruption in
their woz‘ . In this there will be

greater need than ever of harmony and
co-operation, so as to bri

veniences down to the lowest possible
point until a new building shall be
erected. | |

What ade”’ the teachings of this
calamity, we bave yet to learn. Whilst
the fire is a destroyer it is also a purifier,
and although the o'd building had done

émellent'smqq in the past, yet it may | prese

be that ‘a greater work is demanded of

the present aba'_ﬁx‘fhm generations, and |

that better accommodations are re-
quired. 'The amount for which the
building ‘was josured will make a fair
begioning of a new one, but it will not
go far towards its completion. A fresh
appeal will doubtless ‘Tequire to be
made to its friends and those able to
assist- %0 a8 fo provide a - suitable
structure fcr the institution in the!
future. Much sympathy under the sad
misfortune  has been expressed for us
on_every hand, and by all ‘denomina-
tions, and we 8hould not bé surprised if
a liberal and generous response were
made in supplying funds to rebuild. Let
the friends everywhere but give tangi-
ble expression to their benevolent im-
pulses- and send on to the governors
their contributions at once, and they
would be encouraged to proceed with-
out delay in eommencing operations.’

On Tuesday morning the students
assembled on the hill, lingering around
their Alma Mater, formed themiselves
in a procession with a mounted mar,
shall and  solemnly marched twice
around the rains, singing ‘ Auld Lan
Syne.” Just then Rev. Dr. Sawyer
and Professor Jones coming up, were
received with the usual respecttu] salu-
tation. A request was madé of the
President that he. would give them an
impromptu address. Dr. Sawyer bowed
his head, but his feelings so overcame
him that he could not speak. After
walking around the remaing, however,
Professor Jones came across the ashes
and spoke for a few minutes on the
circumstances in which they . found
ihemselves, and encouraged them to

hope that although the present outlook |

was 80 full of gloom and sadness, yet
that they might hope for Something
more encouraging, and that he  be-

lieved the building would arige again. |

The * procession thén moved down
through the . village in  solemn si-
lence, and was proceeding again u
the hill when they met Rev. Dr.
Crawley. After the exchange of salu-
tatiotis a request was made for a short
address’ from i'him, to which Dr. C.
c¢omplied, and for about fiftéén minutes

it 'soul-stirring’ strains, well

‘shewed that the essentials of the college

‘ings might possibly 'be erected at once

ng the incon- | p

adapted “to cheer and keep alive the

enthusiasm of the young men now
burned out of home and college. tle

were of a more enduring charactéer than
the materials which had just been
consumed, “and they yet lived, ‘and,
he believed, would provide another
and better _building. After this
they again formed ‘and returned to
the College Hill and joining * hands,
stretched around; nearly encireling the
site, and joined together in three
hearty cheers for  Old Acadia,” and
then three. more” for New Acadia
which they hoped to seé in"1878.

Since the above was werittenrwe have
learned further that: the . Gowernors of
the College assembled at, Wolfville on
Tharsday - from Halifax, Trura, - St,
John, N. B., Fredericton, N, B.; and
other places less distant.from Wolfyille.
But one 'nfind and one heart .animated
the whole—that without jos§ of time . .
ACADIA COLLEGE MUST/BE REBUILT:

Not étily so but that 'in addition to the
College proper a building was impera-
tively required for the Ladies Seminary
and one for an Assembly Hall and
Recitation Rooms for Hotton Collegiate
Academy. ~ Efforts were ''made to as-
dertain if'there wad #ny building “in
the village which could be obtained to
supply the present necessities’ of the
Institutions. It was found that there
was no building at all suitable, and
further that alterations, such as would
be needed in any existing building,
would involve a large outlay of money
without any satisfactory resuits. ¥
After careful and earnest considera-
tion of ‘the situation and necessities it
was saggested thattwo temiporary build-

and prepared in time to be available
for the students on their re-assembling
after the Christmas vaeation. Mark
Curry, Bsq.,, of Windsor, a warm
friend of the College took up the idea,
and having facilities for' prepaving the
material, said he would himself engage
to have such buildings up and’ ready
for oceupation by the 10th of January,
1878. ¥
' The offer was immediately ac-
ce acd the ement made to
t two buildings with strong frames,

one large one 30 feat by 70 for College
urposes, and the other 30 feet by 50
for the use of the Academy Classes—~
to be double floored &nd double boarded
with thick sheathing' paper between
the boards, the inside wa i
finished in wood and divided into rooms
to suit the reqoirements of the institu«
tions. ‘' These ' buildingd to 'have at
ent' no foundations bat made so
that ‘they ‘may 'bé: removed/when the
CoMege §s -built, and- then ' answer the
pufpeses -of . 4 gynasiam: for: each in-
stitution, 'or any-other ywpue ‘as ‘may
be !llli!"l? ,‘:,"_" ‘
A 'PUBRLIC MEETING' AT 'WOLFVILLE,
called' for THuredsy evening'was largely |
attended indeed ¥ ‘wds'crowded by
vast concourse " of persons, each 'of
whom seémed ‘intensely in“éarnest and
anxious to participdte in rébuiiding the
College.' “Hon, Dr. Parker ‘was called |
to 'the chair. ' Speechiés of dn§ length
were pot needed fo awaken sympathy,
this was a “filling all hearts and
pothing else ¢ould be spoken of. Brief
addresses were however given by A. F,
Randolph, ' Esq., .and' Dr.' Rand ‘of
Fredericton, N." B.; 'Revds. Mesérs.
Coffin (Wesleyan), Dr. Crawley, E. M.
Kierstead, E. M. Saunders, G. Arm-
strotig, S. March, and’S. P. Kempton,
and Messrs. J. 'W. Barss, J.'B. North,
M. P. P,,D.’'R. Eaton, J. W. Bigelow
and others. KO

The great question was, Here is
something to be done’ forthwith ‘and
what share can 1 take in doing it ?
Rev. Isa. Wallace in' ussisting the
Chairman and Secretary by taking
down npames greatly fucilitated the
work. The first enquiry was, Who of
those present were prepared to put
down $1000 7 To this there were three
responses, J. W. Bigelow, Esq., of
Wolfville, J. W. Barss, Esq., also of
Wolfville, and D. Rupert Eaton, Esq.,
of Cornwallis, and another friend pri-
vately stated his intention of doing the
same. Then donors of $500 weré invitdd
to indicate their wish, and to this one of
the students, Mr. Howard Chuthbers
intimated his readinéss’ to subseribe]
which was of ¢coursé ‘the ‘occasion ' of
muny a hearty' ¢Heer from' his ‘fellows
students and the friends present); also
another of the “friends expressef his
intention of giving that sum, and'se the
work ‘went on' rolling up the d6llae
hundreds atid by 'fifties and by twent
fives and by ‘tens and fives fll' kbout
11" o"clock in " the evening,’ &hd the
amotint had’ fisen ‘to '$9050, ‘u' rioblé
bég‘l;nin Wt hed quartéra, o ol
* 'SBubsequent t6-the abbve,the Gover:
nors of the College stthorized '‘theé
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that as early as possible Public Meet-
ings of the friends of the College, on
behalf of a new building, be held
throughout the Prowinces. The Ppyo-

any way they could to promote this
work. R

In accordance with this. recommen-
dation, a number of friends, represent.
ing the churches in Halifax and Dart.
mouth, held a preliminary meeting in
the New Baptist Vestry, Spring Garden
Road, Halifax; on Monday afternoon,
and - resolved;  That A PUBRIC
MEETING be held 'in  Granville
“Street” Chiurch™-on Monday “evening
next, -at 74 o'clock, to afford an op-
portunity for shewing sympathy in this
unfortunate occurrence. A

It was also agreed to invite Rev. Dr,
Crawley and Professor Higginhs to be
present and address the said ?; ing.

i i

If simgilar action be taie[x‘x

in other, places, there need, be no.fe
entertained about the governors beih‘
sustained in their efforts to provide suit-
able buildings for the cause of Collegiate
Rducation, open’ ‘to all parties 'lffd'}m
denominations. ' gl vadbinricioi 4
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At 44 : - 111
The 15th Anpual Convention of the
Educational Association of Nova Scoti
will be beld in Dalhousie, ‘
Halifax, 26th, 27th & 28th, 1877. The
following programme will we doubt not
attract a large number of Teachers %o
the Capital during these days of the
Christmas Holidays : ,

Wednesday Dec. 26th, 7} p. m.—~Open-

ing Address by thg President, A. H.
McKay, Esq, M. o, Principal of ' Pictoun

Academy. Lecture on “ Hood.” Rev.

Cannon Dart, j. M D. 0 L, President
King's College. : e
Thursday Dec. 2Tth, 10 a. m. , Grecian

History, An Introduction to the S
of, by J. F. Tufts, Esq. x. 1, ol
of History, Acadia College. Slead )

dell ., Teacher of English, H
School, Halifax. o S

3 p. m.—%“ Object Teaching.” J. B,
Cdlkin, Esq, M.4, Principal of the Nor
mal College and Model Schoal. » . -

“The Teaching of Drawing.” By a
Lady Teacher. : A ilpol

Discussion, “On the Desirability! of
the, Appointment by the Gove
of & meiniMasbe;,, to instruct Teach;
ers in the Chief Centres of Population in
the Art of Industrial Drawing.” = ]

8 p. m. “An Address.” President
David Allison, Esq., LL. »., Superinten-
dent of Education. Sk, o

“ Course of Study.” Chas. ncbbmld,
A. M,, Professof of Matheétmatics,'' Dal
housie College. LR L L

'Educational Addresses; By
spectors of Public Schoolss '+
" Fiday Dec. 28th, 10 a. m.~~% Teach:

e In:

ers’ Institutes.” A.N. A Esq,
PmomlRlpbmond School. (¢, it aiis
' Reading and Text-Bobks. ' A. MeN:
Patterson, il et bridn 8 o6 .

Diseuasion,:On % Our TextBooks.”
3 ped nis+t Home 1 Lessons:”’ D.: Hi

Bupbidge, . Esq., M. 4, Morris. Street

Schoal.

f 9 AU

| __“Public . Schools of Ontatio.”s, S -P.

Groat,  Bsq., late Inspector of Publig
Schools, M?c{dlesex, Ontario. . . ..

'1|‘A8. i” xn'-""‘“‘ German Edut‘;‘.ﬁon.v; :XH”_
bert Bayne, Esq, M. A, PH.D. .~
o Vs’leciicwry Poem,”  Mrs. A, N,
Archibald, formerly Perceptress SP‘]’
Yme Acudomy. : ~." i

- ————
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THE TABERNACLE. -

L ———

The basement of this new Baptist
Church edifice. was opepeg. for Public
Worship last Lord’s Day,. Rev. J, F.
Avery, the pastor, sends us, the, follow-
ing description of the interior, and, the
occasion :— , :
*The building being on the lower
side of the :street, allows a splendid
basement to be built and yet not rise
only a few fuet above the street level.§
The vestry is entered by two:ecapi-
tal stairways, and they aré so arranged
as to be very easy of ascent and descent,
and both lead into a wide hall; whicho-
pens into the main avdience room which
18 64x46. This room has been formed
by the voluntary labour of vur bedthren
who have toiléd for two or three weeks
past, putting up rough board partitions.
It was feared by many the bpilding
would be unsightly and uncomlortable.
We areglad to report’an agreeable dis-
appoimntment, for the rough walls and
hemloek boards, thanks to bard work
and a plentiful application of ®hitewash,
lookéd so fresh and inviting; thav peor
pletorgot to talk about plastér and ceil
ing, having guite enough: to do:to ad-
mire:: the ' present . appearance, - barring
all: defécts.. | For 'the inner -deors are
covered: with grecu baize, which -wery
pleasantly rvelieves the whige. | Large
Scripture texts have beenr tastefdllyiar-
ranged: saround the . walls,) affording
foodsfor imeditation  and after cottem-

Exeecutive ' Committee  to' recomsend

m:: {1 (¥ L ¢d blor suw ot
n!

fessors agreed to employ themselves in’

“Soience in Schools.” W. H. Wad-
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