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Clic CHFisTiHH Wess. 
Bible Lessons for 1877. 

Suxpay, dug. 1 2th, 1877.—Paul apd 
Silas in Prison.— Acts xvi. 22-34. L 

ComyiT To MEMORY : Vise. 28-34. 

Gores Texr.—* And he bath pata 
new song in my a ag unto 

our God : Ieny $y and fear, 

and shall trust in tho Lows... 

Dak Fda l Sond fl. xvi. 

16-34. Tuesday, ve. 18; po viii. 26-40 
Wednesday, vs. 24% ' Genesis xox 
Thursday, vs. 25; Romans v. 13- 
Priday, yes. 30, 31; John iii. Saturday, 
vs. 31; Jo. 20 0 -31. Sunday, Rev. 
vii. 9-17. 

cay 
22. Al Il; The 

tles'bedlen. Vs. 
y Sopa Ves. 

IIL ving in rigon. 
CL wp Vi. 7. 
The jailer alarmed for wi, wo Ves 
27-31. VL Converted a 
Vis. 3234. : 

o rioxs.—How.did the 
i, come into conflict gn 

ism? What girl bad an evil spirit? 
By whom riche owned? Why was 
peg to RET 

of apostles as 
po A How a olin i 
What was, 

to it? 

js miracle 
~'Wheb upon eed pr 

against 
pp 

Bie act of pmb ? 
y he | 1,3 2 Ete 

gr Fria Does P 
fo to Paige 200 2 Cor. 

ir Ti 

Ws. 24. What ii the next thing aT 
Why Why were the apoudis thrust ino ‘“the 
mney: psison ? Why were their fees 
put into stocks ? 
Ve. 25. How did these persecuted 

ones the ? Whose > bbtontion 
wis to them? Why? 
Va. 26. What mirseulous intervention 
SNS aie gina § What were its 

27, Who was roused from- sleep 
by 107 2 what condition did he ob- 
serve the prison to be? Why did he 
meditate suicide st once ? 

Vs. 28. "How did’ Paul prevent the 
juiler's rash deed? Why was Paul 
anxious to save his life ? 

Vs. 29. After securing lights, or torches, 
what did the jailer do? ? 

Vs. 30. What proof is there that the 
jailer did not pray simply for temporal 
salvation ? 
‘Vs. 31. What is the jailer 

dot What is meant by faith in 

Vs. 32. Who, besides the jailer listened 
to Raul’s teachings ? 

Vs. 33. Who are meant by “he and 
all his "? 1 gE ? ’” 

Vs. 34. What common faith now 
vaded the jailer's “ousehold 13 
bidden to the next 
day, what does Poll nak Why was it 
* Holy assertion of sd rT 

EE 

“Thus far the apostles were undisturbed 
in Philippi. But the scene soon changed. 
As if to show that Christianity is ad- | W 

ed to 

vanced more by adversity then prosper. i 
ity, the apostles were suddenly called | 
away from the quiet place of prayer and 
exhortation by the riverside] silence, 
and imprisoned. The occasion was the 
conflict, now actuall ' begun, betwden 

Christianisy sand P &, Tholbroerer 
in Paphos was a Jew; wee were Jews 
who turned ‘ the Edolbters of Lystra 
agdiDst the dposties. But the, 
Christianity travels westward, the closer 
does i vome into eomtact Wikhappean 
suprerhuoy over the minds of men’ The 
question.of demoniacs is, a most difficult 
one. Therdegrees and modes of their 
presence vary. In the times of Jesus 
their workings ‘were manifest. “They 
recogiiized him as “ the Holy One of 
God.” Bo after his day they recognized 
his apostles to be the “ servants of the 
Most High God, who preach the way of | 
salvation.” At Philippi, Paul came in 
contact with:“s eertgin damsel possessed | | 
with the spirit of divination,” that is, 
prophecy. The propheciés of such per- 
sons were usually made known by an 
internal muttering or ventriloquism, 
Augustine calls this damsel a “ female 
ventriloquist.” She was the property of 
several owners. 

rar her lesson brings . the 

sopocie : a8 
24); Binds af Go Gs. 2 Lat 
as/heralds of salvation (ves 88:3: 
L indir Epps im 

~The persedutoms consisted (1) of 
10 or xmoré chief instigators who owned | ¢ 
the restored maid, and whose loss of 
gain was the prime cause of their wrath 
(ves. « cap @yof the populace of 

Jailer's 

| to, the jailer, 
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as aroused: by the-sceusations How suddenly they accepted Christ is | Wicked SF PES I rv — IPP— “What 

shown in verse 33 by the words “ the | | about wicked? Have you learnt your | 
of those instigators; (3) of the chief 

officers of the city, which in a “colony” 

were two in number (dunmviri), with 

the title of * Praefors,” translated 

“ magistrates ”’ in ‘English Version ; 

of the executors of the prastor’s com- 

mand, who were merely, agents of the 

4) 

lack of water; but quite the reverse. 

Paul's demand for his rights '(vss. | 

same hour of the night.” 

It has been sometimes said that there | 

was no water near for immersion, but | 

there "is no evidence that there was a 

law, viz., the constables, *(commanded” | 37-40) was to put his case and cause in 

in verse 22), and’the jailer. We can | 

distinguish between these classes as 10 | 

their motives and spirit; though doubt: 

jess all shared more or less in hostility 

to Paul's teaching. 

The charge was partly true (vs. 21), 

as Paul's doctrines were new, contrary 

Pons 0. ii religion, and brought in 

by foreignérs,” who were Jews, most 
hateful to Romans, and just mow in 

special ‘'odium and banished from Rome. 
See xviii. 2. T But wrong is none the less 

wrong when {ramed into a law; and 

persecution, even if legal, is still perse- 

cttion. 
. The sentence was given without the 
form of trial (vs. 37), and was: herein 
unlawful, however true the charges. The 

reason for this illegal act was evidently, 

in, part, fear of the populace, and in 
part, blind hate. The sentence was that 
——— and Bilas ' should be’ stripped 

od, and’ béaten ‘with rods in the 
presénée of the assembled multitude 
(vs. 37), and. then . impgisoned. This 
was Roman custom in dealing with great 

criminals who wére’ not Romans. Not 
till afterward was the fact known that 

| Pau) and Silas were Roman citizens, as 
no opportunity was given them to speak | shook 
in the fury ‘of thé hour. The extent of 

the besting (many blows) was determined 
by the intensity’ of the excitement. Bee 
2 Cor. xi. 24, 25. 

- The stocks was a heavy piece of waod 

in-which the feet were confined, some- 

times 80 as to distend thé limbs most 
painfully, There were sfocks also for 
the hands, and for the neck. The 
apostles being in, prison, the crowd went 
to their homes to rest. 

II. God's Presence.~ Verses 25.2 — 
The two prisoners were kept dwake, not 

more by pain of body, than by flooding 
joy of soul. They * praying praised 
God” (vs. 25), that is, poured out to 

God their souls in song, using doubtless, 
according to the custom of saints then 

and ever, gl iho, magnificent Pealms of f the 

Old ‘Testamént, with which the minds 
? of Jews were stored. 

The word translated “ heard ’ means 

“listened.” This was to them a new 

experience, and we may well believe 
that the minds of some of them were 

thus prepared to receive the gospel as 
afterwards preached. 
The earthquake was God's friendly 

| presence as power to deliver. How far 
the opening of the gates and doors, and 
the loosing of the prisoners was the 
natural effect of the shock, whether 

The Sailer had been asleep: His 
apartments, or house, so separated fro 
the cells, that the voice of song had 
reached him. Bee vss. 30-34. The great 
suddenness of what had happened is 
evident in the fact that he seems to 

have been aware only of the effect, and 
not of its «His thought was that 
all the prisoness” had ‘broken jail and 
escaped while he was asleep, and hence 
thet he would be disgraced and put fo 
death. 

ITI, Salvation Proclaimed. — Verses 
28-34.~The jailer's life was saved first. 
Christianity cares for man, soul and 
body, and for body less than soul only 
because the body is less than soul in 
worth, as being merely its servant or 
organ. So did Christ and his apostles, 
and so do all Christians care for men’s 
temporal interests all the more begause 
of their love of man. The jailer's act 
may been known to Paul either by 
sight.or by revelation. Paul knew the 

ve, and hence removed the 
motive by saying “ We are all here.” 
God's Spirit flashed into his conscience 

conviction of sin, of righteousness, and 
of divine judgment, and with it the 
certainty that Paul as Silas were God's 
accredited messengers. He may have 
heard them speak before, or even after 
their imprisonment, 

Salvation for 
to his house. The 

| condition is, as ‘ever, faith; but the 
dhe | menning of verse Bl is ik shes tho lid 

_ esa Sv rye 2 «fry, ld 

Di, FTPs he lati hd 

ly 08 only pain, point of po 

‘soul is =a 

| a better light, and so help the Philippian 

| Christians., “ : 

— Baptist Teacher. 
me ee 

SoNDAY, Aug. 19th, 1877.—Thessalo- 
nians and Bereans. — Acts xvii, 1-14. 

Gowoexy Text. These weve . 
noble than those in Thessalonica, in 
they received the word, with 
ness of mind, and searched | bid 
tures daily, whether those things were 
80.”"— Acts xvii. 11. 

= 

The Story of fhe Reodnonion 
y 7 

« ow : ~ 

FOR THE PRIMARY CLASS, ; 
“The peogle of Philippi were Sst 

who hated the Jews. ‘They caught Paul 
and Silas, nd charged’ them with being 
Jews and troubling the sity, The officers 
tore the clothes off of Paul. and Silas 
and ordered them to be beaten many 

stripes with rods on’ their Bare bucks. 
They were thién putin to a initiér prison, | - 
and their feet made ok 2 the’ er 

heard them praying snd rR mri 
unto God. All at once there Was a. great 
att the walls of the rison 

6 gates and’ ud fy 

prison were loosened. Tio hla bing 
suddenly, leit prison-doors ‘wide 
open sd posing all’ the" prisofiers 

drew a sword to kill, him- 
self—for he knew that he would be put 

to death for not taking better; care of 
the prison./ But Paul cried outs“ “Do 
thyself no harm; we are all here.” 

| Then the jailer called for ¥ghts and 
went in to where Paul and Silas were, 
and, after falling trembling at their feet 
led them into a better roont, and said; 
“ Sirs,’ what ‘must [ do to be saved ?” 

They said, “ Believe oa the Lord Jesus 
Christ, oll thou shalt be saved.” The 
jailer then washed their sore backs, apd, 
in sign of their belief, he and his whole 
fawily were Saphand. 

Select Serial. 
aa od 

From The Day of Rest. 

DORA’S BOY. 

BY MRS, ELLEN ROSS, 

Crap. XXX1.—Hvuen CHATS with 
Dororny, 

RE * 

Throughout that week Hugh wens 
looking out for Lisa, but she dig pot 
come. He was eager to give her the 
half-crown, and the thought of the 

pleasure she would have in receiving it, 
and he in giving, was uppermost od bis 
mind all the week. 
On the Baturday when Dorothy Shrpe 

came, to work he at once told of ‘the. 
kindness he had met with. It was such 
an event in his life to receive halfa 
crown, that he could not resist the’ 

temptation to tell of it to the only per- 
son who entered the house from one 
month's end to another, although Mat 
thew was frequently telling him to keep 
all his business to himself, and not to 
gossip with ¢ Mrs. Sarah.’ 
¢ ¢ Do you know, Mrs. Sarah,’ he began, | 
while washing up the breakfast-things 
on Saturday morping, ‘we had such a 
kind gentleman call this week. He 
rcomes from the place where my grand: 
mother used to live, though Mr, Pedder 
says he's got a grand house in London, 
too. He's so kind : he once gave moth- 
er half-a-sovereign te pay our fare to 

London ; and what d'yousthink he gave 
me on Tuesday 7’ IEE 

‘ Another, very likely,’ replied Mrs, 

Sarah. 
‘No; of course he wouldn't give me 

so much. Bod ha gio me o inlible ull | 
got 

's his namie, Hugh ? 
‘Oh, it's Mr. Barnet ; and he's ever so 

rich, Mr. Pedder says. And he wanted 
to'pay for me to go to a good school; 
but Mr. Pedder wouldn't let him.’ 

unguardedly 
4 Mrs. Sarah seid Hugh: ain, 

pausing in. astonishment as!’ he: wad 
oy fi “isn’t it wicked 10 say 

T1=0) 

seb atin 

‘The fool?" exclaimed Mi. Barab, | 

| Catechism yet, I'd like to know? No, 

I'll be bound you haven't, brought. up 
by such a man as Matthew Pedder,’ said 

Mrs. Sarah angrily. 
¢ T learnt my Catéchism with mother,’ 

answered Hugh, ‘and T haven't forgot 
it. Mr. Pedder never teaches me any, 
nor he doesn’t say bad words to me.’ 
‘Bad words, indeed! Well, that's 

sauce from a bit of a boy like you, I 
must say !’ exclaimed Mrs. Sarah. ‘No, 
it's no bad words ‘to call a fool ,a fool. 
It's Seriptural, isithat. Didn't the Lord 

call the man as broke down his barns 

a fool 2 ‘Well, Matthew Pedder’s: jest 
as much of a fool to hinder a rich man 
giving ye a bit of is _He'l 

never give ye, ADY. “Haven't I’ bee n on 
at him about it for weeks and weeks 
past, and he ‘won't stir? I ‘guess he 

sticks too close to his money." © 0! 
No; he's going to send’ me’ furely 

next ‘week or the week after,’ 
Hugh. 

‘ Well, that's what comes of my ig 
on at him, then ; and you've got me to 

thank for that, she’ promptly replied. 
¢ And so I s'pose he’s nabbed’ this half: 
crown off ye to pay for your schooling, 
eh 7 

#0h,'no; T've gob it for wy voty own, 
and I'm going to give it away,’ answered 

Hu ‘I'm sure Mr. Pedder’s too 
kin to take it off tHe.’ SAEARGC oh 
“Oh, you're going fo give it away, are 

ye?! said Dorothy, with a gracious smile. 
CAh well, that's what you should do, as 

the | 0 no need for it yourself, and Mat- 
ow Pedder don’t want fh That's a 

good boy now. Only yom don't know 
many to give to, I s’pose,~no one as 
really needs it, except, p't'aps, a poor 
hard-working widow Nike me. But it 
ain't much that I get, being. like a 
stranger in a strange land about these 
parts; and I keep myself tog respecr 
table-looking for anybody to think as | 
need help. But the Lord knows every: 
thing; and sometimes He does puta 
half-crown or a shilling in' my way 
through somebody as have got it to give 
away ; and it's a gréaf help and blessing 
to a poor struggling body like me.’ /. 

‘Yes, replied Hugh, who was rather 
obtuse just now; ‘but 1 kmnow some. 
body = deal poorer than you, Mrs. 
Sarah. And that’s who Fm going to 
give my halfcrown to,~—a little girl 
that's got a drunken father, and no 
mother, and she’s got to sweep crossings 
ever 80 long to get enough mepey to 
pay their rent ; so I'm going to .give her 
this money of ming for it, so that for, 
one week she meedn’'t work so hard. 

And I know she’ll be so glad of it” 

"Dorothy's face grew dark during this 
speech. / You'd better go and fling it 
in the gutter at once,’ she said, angrily. 
“1p, 'ud do jest as much god a giving 
it to a Aevnserss : of APE. he! 
get it er an epond ev g 
of it in drink; and, if he dont § wisps 

right ta give to bad | ple 0’ that sort, | king, 
neither, parents nar, eh, to en 
courage 'em in their wickedness, 
“But little Lisa isn't wicked,’ asserted 
Hugh, rather vigorously ; ‘she’s a very. 
good girl, .and she loves the Lord Jesus, 
and tries all ‘she can to please Him, 
And she's so good to her father, though 
he’s such a bad drunkard, and leaves 
her to get food and fire as she can, But 
yet she keeps close to him, to look after’ 
him and try to make him better, and 
she prays for him.’ 

‘Oh, she'd do better, whoeter she ig, 
to go and leave him, instead of ~ 

couraging him in his wickedness. , 
she left him to himself he'd very S00n 
be brought to justice, and get locked up | 
out o' mischief, and that's the best 
thing as could happen to him, said 
Dorethy, impatiently. 

V Lisa ‘doesn't think so,’ replied Hugh,” 
quietly, ‘I'm sure she's as good a 
Christian as my mother was, ugh 
she’s only a little girl, not so old as me, 
And she says that a Christian is one 
that tries to do as the Lord Jesus did, 
and He was always doing good in a kind 
spirit, to: bad people 4s well as good. 
And so | think Lisk is a real Christian 
when she tries to follow His exam 

| as 

d’you know about it ? = All you've got to 
do is to learn your Catechism: and the 
Commandments, and stick'to em j and 
do as you're told by ‘older peoplé that 
knows what's right and wrong bt ad 
than you.’ 
“This is ‘what T've pr from i 

people, Mrs. Sarah,—I mean’ from’ my 
mother, ‘answered oT h, ¢She was al. 
ways teaching me good: things. Be- 

sides | learn lots at the Sunday: hl] 
and out of my. Bible, tog. Mz. Pedder 
often lets me read tohimy/ It was only 

last night I was reading something that 
made «me ; think es. Lise is a true 
Christian.” CLR 

¢ What's that " asked bingo 4 ratte 
sharply. nl 

‘Tt wak' ‘the text, “If any me have 
not the" §pirit of Christ! ‘he '{s pone of 
His.” When I read that out Mr. Pedder 
said, “ Now that's ‘Something to prove 
people by, whether they're Christian or 
rot.” “B adhd’ what '86¢t" of ‘spirit ‘was 
His?" “And 1 ‘said 'tHaf it was loving 
and forgiving and ‘merciful; and’ then i 
apy hd was like, that, so she. must 

tian, A 
‘Oh, it isn't that what makes a Chris 

tian,’ said Dorothy, ‘It's jest believing 
‘ But it's! because Lisa believes in th 

Lod Jesus, that she tries .to: be like 
Him and do what pleases Him,’ answered 
Hugh. *I found this out from things 
she's said to me. «And I think it ‘will 
be the best thing | can do td" 
my halfrown, Shwe xT a 
be doing goad, and she won't waste a 
penny of it. Onoe she gave mother nd 
mie o half-petiny, that was'all shi had in 
the world, Now this Will be like a. re- 
ward for | it, and I'm so glad I can pay 
ber back so well; i; a LHIRTIR 
¢ Pretty good interest: that" sxslajmed 

Dorothy. ‘Better than she'd get at ys 
Bank of England | Well, T must s 

thing’ to do. 
you get in ould e 

with that p ef dmother 
But p'r'aps gi ‘rather give money to 
strangers than to them belonging to 

you,’ 
‘Ney stewed ‘Hugh, decidedly. ‘If 

mother wasalive I should give.it stwaight 
to her, of course ; or if 1 had found 
grandmother I should give it to her. 
But I haven't anybody" belonging to me 
to give it to, 5 GunlAnIER— 
have it.’ 
Well, if thire's no one to shop you 
from wasting it, I s'pose you must do 
it, said Dorothy nimch annoyed. * But 
I'thiiik you ought to be made to save it. 
Anll 50"1 'dare ‘say Matthew Pedder 
offended that good gentloman when he 
wouldn't let him’ J. for your schogling, 

thi 80 that Jet do nothing else for ye, eh?’ 

{Oh no, he wasps offended ; he was 
and as pleasant ss he could be,’ 

| said Hugh: ‘And he offered to do 
sheeting for me | bof! 1 don’t 
ied a fm with Matthew Pedder so 

' You don't know what you'll needs 
I jest advise ye not to lose sight of Mr 
Barnet. Everybody's got to look gol 
for themselves in a world like this. 

And you don’t know how soon Matthew 
Pedder might turn ye out, nor how. soon 
you might like to leave him of your own 
aceord,’ 

These words, ssgpecking “ déubt that 
his good relations with Matthew Pedder 
might ‘not continue, made H feel 
very uncomfortable, ' He felt sorry that 
he had allowed 'himgélf to oye Fi Mrs. 
Sarah as he had done, and he very 

f| got out of her way. But w 94, 
turned to the shop, Matthew's, whi 
snd cheery manner soon restored his 
equanimity, and he tried to comfort 
himaolt by soying magn ‘I'm sure 

well to wish to iy 
- Mrs. Sarah resumed her work in very 

illhumour. She felt’ '0dt of sorts with 
hérself and ‘all ‘mgnkind. Little Hugh 
would not Have regrétted that marping’ " 
short ‘talk with her, could he have 
knows how one item of it was hence 
forth to work in her, for her good. 

At her work, in: her small (dealings 
ple. | with the world, in her gold, unhearty 

If she wasn't kind and merciful to her’ 
father, Pm sure I shouldn't think she 

worth beiig called Christian 

attempts to’ serve ‘God st burch in 
thinking of her past, especially in con- 
ee Re of her lost 

ctirring to her ind, pricking 


