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Bible Lessons for 1877.

Suxpay, dug. 1 'th, 1877.—Paul agd
Silas in Prison.— Acts xvi. 22-34. L

ComyiT 7o MEMORY : Vss. 28-34.

Gowpex Texr.—*And he bath pata
new song in my watpra.xse unto
our God : Ieny t’ and fear,
a.nd shall trust n%ﬂ'lnm

DAHL Mxlm Ru xvi.

16-34. Tuesday, ve.18; Luke viii. 26-40
Wednesday, vs. 24%¢ (:ensis xxxg
Thursday, vs. 25; Romans v. 13-
Priday, yss. 30, 31 ; John iii. Saturday,
vs. 313 gomansm.m -31. ~ Sunday, Rev.
vii. 9-17.
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22. Al Il; The

tles'bedlen. V.
rtla nnpnsmwd Ves.
IIL ving . in rigon.
Vueﬁém'wq&e. Vi 7.
The jeiler alermed for lu& soul Ves
27-31. VL Gomted Baptaed.
Viés. 3234. :

o rioxs.—How.did  the

oomem&ooonﬁnct \nthfw
ism? What girl bad an -evil spirit?
By whom m:ho owned? Why was
shod:;?e to we?m?wwmd;dshq

of apostles a8

&? How didPn.nlputt o‘op
What was,

toit?

, js miracle
upon the +'Wheb upon her
owners ? A : against
m i .

tutec
gm el
rst act of unuhment ?
npostles Does P
w 2.2 Cor.
xu 24.

s 24 thtutlenextﬁnn donef
Why wmtb&mtbmtmw ‘“the
imneyw: psison % Why weére their fees
putmwotockﬂ
Ve. 25. How .did these persecuted
ones the night? Whose utuntion
wis to them? Why?
Vs, 26. What mirseulous intervention
Gdn.hokpl.eo? Wht-com

27, Who was roused from- sleep
bylt? fn what condition did he ob-
serve the prison to be? Why did he
meditate suicide st gnce ?

Vs. 28."How did’' Paul prevent the
juiler's rash deed? Why was Paul
qxiomtouulmlife?

Vs.29. After securing lights, ortorcbes,
what did the jailer do e

Vs. 30. What proof is there that the
jailer did not pray simply for temporal
salvation ?

‘Vs. 31. What is the jailer
dot What is meant by faith in

Vs. 32. Who,besides the jailer listened
to Raul’s teachings ?

Vs. 33. Who are meant by “he and
mh‘.”? 1 R 3 /

Vs. 34. What common faith now
vaded the jailer's houwholdf
bidden to the next

day, what does Pn.ul Why was it
am&nly assertion of pcnoulrlﬁm?

R

““Phus far the apostles were undisturbed
in Philippi. But the scene soon changed.
As if 1o show that Christisnity is ad- | W

ed to
t

vanced more by adversity then pmcpor- i

ity, the apostles were suddenly called |
away from the quiet place of prayer and
exhortation by the riverside] silenceM,
and imprisoned. The occasign was the
conflict, now actuall bequn betwden
Christianisy sand P Wrer
in Paphos was a Jew ; t.hey were Jews
who turned ‘ the ldohben of Lylm

agdiDst the dposties. But the,
Chiristianity travels westward, the closer

does i vome into eomtact "an
suprerhuoy over the minds of men’ The
question.of demoniacs is, a most difficult
one. Therdegrees and modes of their
presence vary.: In the times of Jesus
their workings 'were manifest. < They
recogiiized him as “ the Holy One of
God.” Bo after his day they recognized
his apostles to be the “ servants of the

Most High God, who preach the way of |

salvation.” At Philippi, Paul came in

contact with:“s eertgin damsel possessed | |

with the spirit of divination,” that is,
prophecy. The propheciés of such per-
sons were usually made known by an

internal muttering or ventriloquism, '

Augustine calls this damsel a “ female

ventrilogquist.” She was the property of
mord owners.

‘thigg dhﬁnct

24) &MJM (m
as heralds of salvation (ves 983

L. Zhe Work of Malice— fiﬁp‘q“
—The pemecutoms consisted (1) of
tWo or more chief instigators bm
the restored maid, and whose loss of
mmﬁo’d—nmd their wrath
(ves. « 19-!!‘); Q)of the populace of

Jailer's

| to, the jailer,
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‘mevthe'mmons' How suddenly they accepted Ghﬁn iﬂ “W!eked’ mmmmm mm “What
shown in verse 33 by the words “ the | , about wicked? Have you learnt your |

of -those instigators; (3) of the chief
officers of the city, which in a ““colony ”

were two in number (dunmviri), with
the title of * Praefors,” translated
“ magistrates ”’ in 'English Version ;
of the executors of the prastor’s com-
mand, who were merely, agents of the

4) |

- same hour of the night.”
It has been sometimes said that there |
was no water near for immersion, but |

there 'is no evidence' that there wasa
' lack of water; but quite the reverse.
Paul’'s demand for his rights '(vss. |

law, viz., the constables, *(commanded” i 37-40) was to put his case and cause in

in verse 22), and’the jailer.- We can |
dmtmgmsh Dbetween these classes as 10 |
their motives and spirit; though doubt-
jess all shared more or less in hostility
to Paul's teaching.

The charge was partly true (vs. 21),

as Paul’s doctrines were new, contrary
to&.:Roman religion, and brought in
by foreignérs,” who were Jews, most
hateful to Romans, and just mnow in
speeial ‘'odium and banished from Rome.
See xviii. 2. T But wrong is none the less
wrong when {ramed into a law; and

persecution, even if legal, is still perse-

cttion.

'!J:e sentence was given without the
fm of trial (vs. 37), and was herein
unjawful, however true the charges. The
reﬁon for this illegal sct was evidently,
in, part, fear of the populace, and. in
part, blind hate. The sentence was that
Pwl and BSilas ' should be’ -'tnpied

FC béaten ‘with rodé in the
tménée "of the. sssembled multitude

(vs. 37), and. then . impgisoned. This
was Roman custom in dealing with great

criminals who wére' nof Romans. Not
till afterward was thée fact known that

| Pau) and Silas were Roman citizens, as

no opportunity was given them to speak | ghook
in the fury ‘of thé hour. The extent of

the besting (many blows) was determined
by the intersity’ of the excitement. Qée
2 Cor. xi. 24, 25.

- The stocks was a heavy piece of vmod
in-which the feet were confined, some-
times 80 as to distend thé limbs miost
painfully, There were sfocks also for
the hands, and for the neck. The
apostles being in, prison, the crowd went
to their homes to rest.

II. God's Presence.~ Verses 2527-—
The two prisoners were kept dwake, not
more by pain of body, than by flooding
joy of soul. They * praying praised
God” (vs. 25), that is, poured out to
God their souls in song, using doubtless,
according to the custom of saints then

and ever, tl? magnificent Pnlm; of ,.be
Old ‘Testamént, with which the minds

? of Jews were stored.

The word translated “ heard ’ means
“listened.” This was to them a new
experience, and we may well believe
that the minds of some of them were
thus prepared to receive the gospel as
afterwards preached.

The earthquake was God's friendly

| presence as power to deliver. How far

the opening of the gajes and doors, and
the loosing of the prisoners was the

natural effect of the shock, whether

The )uler had been asleep: His
apartments, or house, so separated fro
the cells, that the voice of song had
reached him. Beevss.30-34. The great
suddenness of what had happened is
evident in the fact that he seems to
have been aware only of the effect, and
not of its « 1 His thought was that
all the prisoness” had 'broken jail and
escaped while he was asleep, and hence
thet he would be disgraced and put fo
death.

I11, Salvation Proclaimed. — Verses
28-34.~The jailer's life was saved first.
Christianity cares for man, soul and
body, and for body less than soul only
because the body is less than soul in
worth, as being merely its_servant or
otgan. 8o did Christ and his apostles,
and so do all Christisns care for men’s
' temporal interests all the more begause
of their love of man. The jailer's act
may been known to Paul either by
sight.or by revelation. Paul knew the
ve, and hence removed the
motive by saying “ We are all here.”

God’s SBpirit flashed into his conscience
conviction of sin, of righteousness, and
of divine judgment, and with it the
certainty that Paul as Silas were God's
acoredited messengers. He may have
heard them speak before, or even after

' their imprisonment,
Salvation for

to his house. The

| condition is, as ‘eveér, faith; but the
mm-gdvmtlhnotthtﬂuﬂﬂl

_ e uo e 1 IM\'
Dl T TSP e st hd

;',owonlywwuy,umpoumuf;u;J

' 'soul is nowmured‘

| a better hght and so help the Philippian
| Christians., “ :
— Baptist Teacher.

e e e

\U\DAY, Aug. 19th, 1877.—Thessalo-
nians and Bereans —-Act.s xvi, 1-14.

Gowoexy Texr.—* These \mve
noble tham those in Thessalonica, in t.hqt
they received the word, wnth
ness of mind, and searched | Scnp-
tures daily, whether those thu;gs were
80.”"—Acts xvii. 11.

b,-
'I‘Iultory ofthe Leuon.
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FOR THE PRIMARY CLASS, ;

The peogle of Philippi were Rom-m,
who hated the Jews. ‘They caughtPaul

and Silas, tﬂﬁ charged’ thpm with being
Jews aﬁkqubhngﬂwc&y,  The officers
tore the iclothes oﬂ'oﬁl’wl and Silas
and ordered them to be beaten many
stripes with rods on’their 'Bare bucks.
They were thién putin to s initiér prison, | -
and their feet made ‘fast in" the- mck.

B“t ‘t %f‘ht t‘b’ ?*t,) LV -'.‘.
heard them praying and bmpn&pmhu
unto God.  All st once there Was a.great
arﬁthb; the walls o!“‘thb rison

gatés and’ dooks N4 P‘dﬁ
W:Qﬂi chains of every J
prison were laosened. L‘bepulor,ukwc
suddenly, mdlm prison-doors 'wide

Mnmﬂ posing all’ the" prisofiers
drew a sword to  kill, him-
self—for he knew that he would be put

to death for not taking betier; care of

the prison./ But Paul cried outi:““Do
thyself no harm; we are all here.”

| Then the jailer ullod for ¥ghts and

went in to where Paul and Silas wers,

and, after falling trembling at their foet

led them into a better roont, and said;
“ Sirs,’ M ‘must [ do to be saved ?”
They said, “ Believe oa the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”” The
Jjailer then washed their sore backs, apd,
in sign of their belief, he and his whole
fumly were bopuwd.
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From The Day of Rest.
DORA’S BOY. .

BY MRS, ELLEN ROSS,

Cuar. XXX1.—Hvuen cuui wiTh
Doxrorny,
' i/ !

Throughout that week  Hugh 'v'u,

looking out for Lisa, but she 4@,1 pot

come. He was eager to give her the
half-crown, and the  thought  of the
pleasure she would have in receiving it,

and he in giving, was uppenn«t ih’ hi-
mind all the week.

On the Baturday when Dorothy Bﬁrpe

camme, to work he at once told of ‘the.

kindness he had met with. It was such
an event in his life to receive halfa
crown, that he could not resist the’
temptation to tell of it to the only per-
son who entered the house from one
month’s end to another, although Mat-
thew was frequently telling him to keep
all his business to himself, and not to
gossip with ¢ Mrs. Sarah.’

¢ ¢ Do you know, Mrs. SBarah,’ he began, |

while washing up the breakfast-things
on Saturday morping, ‘we had such a
kind gentleman call this week. He

rcomes from the place where my grand:’

mother used to live, though Mr, Peddor

says he's got a grand house in London,
too. He's so kind : he once gave moth-
er half-a-sovereign te pay our fare to
London ; and what d'yousthink he gave
me on Tuesday 7' SRR

‘ Another, very likely,’ replied Mrs,
Sarah.

‘ No; of course he vonldn’& give me

so much. Buthopumsihblohﬂfl

crown!
lh!lnune, Hugh ?

‘Oh, it's Mr. Bamnet ; and he's everso
 rich, Mr. Pedder says. And he wanted
to'pay for me to go to a good school;
but Mr. Pedder wouldn’t let him.’
unguardedly

4 Mrs. Sersh ' seid Hugh: «s.uy,
pausing in. astonishment aé!’ he: waé
ma'm, “ian’t it wicked ”hy

T1=0)

s b etinih

‘The fool?" exclaimed M‘ s.m.\

| Catechism yet, I'd like to know?, No,

I’ll be bound you haven’t, brought. up
by such a man as Matthew Pedder,’ said
Mrs. Sarah angrily.

¢ T learnt my Catéchism with mether,’
answered Hugh, ‘and T haven’t forgot
it. Mr. Pedder néver teaches me any,
nor he doesn’t say bad words to me.’

‘Bad words, indeed!  Well, that's
sauce from a bit of a boy like you, I
must say !’ exchumeers Sqm.b ‘¢ No,
it's no bad words ‘to call a fopl ,a fool.
It's bc.npt.ural isithat.  Didn’t the Lord
call the man as broke down his barns
a fool 2 ‘Well, Matithew Pedder’s: jest
as much of a fool to hinder & rich'man
ngmg ye a bit of éddication ﬁe'll
neyér nge y9 ADY. Haven’t f n on
at him about it for weeks ,nnd;,weeka
past,. and- he ‘won't stir? I 'gucu he
sticks too close to his money.'’ ' /0!

¥Noj; he's going to send’ xpé ,urely
ne;t wook or the mk ;fm,
Hugh.

‘ Well, that's what comes of my y)mg
onothun, then ; and you've got me to
thank for thu,’ she’ promptly replied.
¢And so I s'pose he’s nabbed’ this half-
crown off ye to'pday for your schooling,
eh 7

#0h,'no; T've géb it/ for liy)v‘hy own,
and I'm going to give it away,’ answered
Hu ‘I'm sure Mr., Pedder’s too
kin whkoxtoﬂme' SAEARGC %

“Oh, m  gOIng io.givo mqu, are
yo?’ said Dorothy, with a gracious smile.

CAh well, that's what you should do, as
m;o no need for it yoouo!f and Mat-

ow Pedder don’t want u. That's a
good boy now.  Only yom don't know
many to give to, I s’pose,~no one as
really needs it, exocept, p'ﬂp-, & poor
hard-working widow likp me. But it
ain’t much that I ‘et.,boing like a
stranger in a strange land about these
parts; and I keep myself tog respec:
table-looking for anybody to think as |
need help. But the Lord knows every-
thing; and sometimes He does puta
half-crown or a shilling in' my way
through somebody as have got it to give
away ; and it's a gréaf help and blessing
to a poor struggling body like me.’ /.

‘Yes,' replied Hugh, who was rather
obtuseé just nmow; ‘but 1T kmnow some-
body = deal poorer than you, Mrs.
Sarah. And that’s who Fm going to
give my halfcrown to,~—a little girl
that's got a drunken father, and no
mother, and she’s got to sweep crossings
ever 80 long to get enough mepey to
pay their rent ; so I'm going 0 .give her

this money of ming for it, so that for,

one week she meedn’'t work so hard.
And I know she’ll be so glad of it/

"Dorothy's face grew dark during this
speech. /You'd better go and fling it

in the gutter at once,' she said, sn‘vilyd

“1p,'ud do jest a8 much gbod a Eiving
it to s mnwﬂ’d : of ovﬂzn e’
get it er an cpend ev g
of it in drink; and, if he &;"t’ 1??{11&
ﬂﬁhtwliveto bad | lqo that sort, | king,
neither, parents nar,, e, (o en-
courage 'em in their wickodnqu ‘
o “ But little Lisa isn't wicked,’ asseried
Hugh, rather vigorously ; ‘she’s a very.

good girl, .and she loves the Lord Jesus,

and tries all ‘she can to 'please Him,!
And she's 8o good to her father, though
he’s such a bad drunkard, and leaves
her to get food and fire as she can, But

yét she keeps close to him, to look after'

him and try to make him better, and
she prays for him.’

‘Oh, she'd do better, whoeter she ig,
to go and leave him, instead of en
couraging him in his wickedness. ,
she left him to himself he'd very aoon

be brought to justice, and get locked up |

out o' mischief, and that's the best
thing as could happen to him, said
Dorethy, impatiently.

VLisa ‘doesn't think so,’ replied Hugh,
quietly, ‘I'm sure she's as good &'
Christian as my mother was, ugh
she’s only s little girl, not so old as me,
And she says that a Christian is one
that tries to do as the Lord Jesus did,
and He was always doing good in & kind
spirit, t0: bad people 48 well as good.
And so | think Lisk is & real Christian
when she tries to follow His exam

‘“

d’you know about it ? = All you've got to
do is to learn your Catechism: and the

Commandments, and stick'to 'em j and
do as you're told by ‘older people that
knows what's right and wrong better
than you.’

“This"is 'what T've lehmt from 'olﬁer
people, Mrs. Sarah,—I " mean’ from'’ my
mother, ‘answered Hu h, ¢She was al.
ways ;eacbmg me goqa thmga Be-
sides | learn lots at the Sunday- sohoql,
and out of my. Bible, tog. Mz. Pedder
often lets me read tohimy/ It was only
last night I was reading something that
made «me ; think httle hu u 8 true
Christian.” LR

¢ What's that " asked Darotby, rahh'ér
sharply. L

‘Tt wak' ‘the text, “If any tnan hﬁvb
not theé' §pirit of dhrist he ‘{8 pone 4f
His.”' When I rend ﬂmt out Mr. ]’edéqr
said, “ Now that’s 'ﬂo'methmg to prove
people by, whether they're Chrutit,p

rot.” “B dﬁe whiat '86¢t" of ‘spirit ‘was
His?" * And 1 ‘said ' tHaf it Wu loving
and ﬁrglvmg and ‘merciful; and’ then }
thougd::;rn was hﬁe tpat, so she. xmut

tian,’ &

‘O, it isn't that what M« a Cbmy
tian,’ said DOM‘IIr ‘ 1¢'s jest balievingJ

‘ But it's! because Lisa beligves in $hb
Lord Jesus, that she tries .to: belike
Him and do what pleases Him,' answeéred
Hugh. *I found this out from things
she's said to me. «And [ think it 'will
be the best thing [ can do td"
my halfrown, Ifoi&uhé T knbwjﬁ.dw
be deing goad, and she won't waste s
penny of it. Onoe she gave mother and
mie o half-pefiny, that was all shie had in
the world, .Now thiy Will be like s re-
vnrdfor it, and U'm s0 glad I can pay
ber bﬁckﬂo well ; i, o LHIRTIR

¢ Pretty good interest: thstl' inhilud
Dorothy. ‘Better than she'd get 4t th‘d
Bank of England | Well, T mq.t

thing' to do.

you get in ould e
with that p ymgo}l dmother
But p'r'aps you‘d ‘rather give money (o
stungeu than to  them bolmuiu to
you,’ .

‘ Ney mowerod Hudl,.duidodly. ‘If
mother wasalive I should give.it stwaight
to her, of course ; or if 1 had found
grandmother I should give it to her.
But I haven't anybody" belonging to me
to give it to, sopootlaul(mﬂulhﬂ
have it

A Well, if thhre’s no one to stop you
from wasting it, I s'pose you must do
ity said Dorothy miuch annoyed. But
I'thiiik you' ougltt to be made to save it.
Anll 50”1 'dare 'say Matthew Pedder
offended that pod gentlomtq when he
wouldn't let him’ qu for your schogling,
thi

80 that he’ll do nothing else for ye, eh '
'O no, he wasp's offended ; he was

and as plassant as, he oould bey’
| said Hugh.: ‘And e offered to do
sbedething for me | b of! 1 don’t

réed fnytliuig, with Matthew Podder so

' You dontkmvhdm’llmod,w
I jest advise ye not to lose sight of Mr
Barnet. Everybody's got to look out
for themselves in a world like this.
And you don’t know how soan Matthew
Pedder might turn ye out, nor how. soon
you might like to leave hmof your own
aceord,’

These wonh, wuodting “ doubt M
his good relations with Matthew Pedder
might ‘not continue, made H feel
very uncomfortable, ' He felt sorry that
he had allowed 'himgélf to uu«,m Mrs.
Snshuhebaddoqa,mdbov .
f| got out of her way. But w 'i
turned to the shop, Matthew's, lSndw
snd cheery manner soon mw his
equanimity, and he tried to comfort
himself by seying mentally, ‘I'm sure
Mr, Pedder and [ lilee ouhuhutoo
well to wish to part.’

- Mrs. Sarah resumed her work in very
illhumour. She felt' '0dt of sorts with
hérself and ‘all ‘mgnkind. Little Hugh
would not Have regrétted that ma‘pina’ "
short ' talk with b,r, could he hawe
knowd how one item of it was hence
forth to work in her, for her good.

At her work, in: her small W

ple. | with 'the world, in her gold,. unhearty
If she wesn't kind and merciful to her’

father, Pm sure I shouldn't think she
 worth beiig called  Christian

attempte to'serve ‘God st éhurch in
thinking of her past, especially in con-
néction with her trea allwloﬁ

ter, W!:Erd-hn
Mbhg M,M&kb




