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164 THE CHRIS TIAN MESSENGER. 

The Christian Messenger. 

Bible Lessons for 1877. 

KINGDOM OF ISRAEL. 

-— 

STUDIES ABOUT THE 

SUNDAY, 

of Elisha.—2 Kings xiii. 14-21. 

Contr To Memory : Ves. 14, 20, 21. 

Gorpex Text.—* He being dead yet 

speaketh.” Hebrews xi. 4. 

DaiLy Reapixos.— Monday, 2 Kings 

xiii. 14-21. Tuesday, 2 Kings ii. 1-14 

Wednesday, vs. 16; 1. Corinthians il. 

1-181 Thursday, vs. 17; Isaiah xiii 

1-21. Friday,* vs. 19 ; Matthew xu. 

45-58. S— vs. 20; Psalm xc. 

Sunday, vs. 21 ; Mark v. 24-34. 

Avxavysis.—1. Elisha “fallen sick.” 

Vs. 14. II. Visited by king Joash. Vs. 

14. IIL. Predictions before his death. 

Vs. 15-19. IV. His death. Vs. 20. 

¥. Miracle after it. Vs. 21. 

QuEesTions.— Where do we first hear of 

Elisha? What was he doing? What 

time was this before Christ ? How long 

was he a servant or companion to Elijah ? 

How long after Elijah’s ascension did 

Elisha live ? What idolatry did he live 

to see destroyed out of Israel? How 

old was he at the time of his sickness? 

How was Elisha's departure different 

from Elijah’s? Why 1s it well we do 

not know when or how we shall die? 

Amos iv. 12; 2 Kings xx. 1. 

Vs. 14. How long is it since we have 

heard from Elisha ? Who visited him ? 

What was the character of Joash ? How 

do you account for Joash’s exclamation ? 

Vs. 15. Why is Joash bidden to take 

“ bow and arrows”? What prophecy is 

in this symbol ? 

Vs. 16. Why does Elisha put his hand 

on the Thode, of Joash? Will human 
1 Cor. | effort alone save this world ? 

ii. 4, 5. 

Vs. 17. Why was the arrow shot east- 

wird? Where was Aphek situated ? 

Vs. 18. Why was Joash bidden to 

“ smite the ground?” Why did Joash 

smite three times only? Why was 

Elisha “wroth ”? When may Chris 

tians impoverish themselves? Matt. 

Vs. 20. How was Elisha buried ? Why 
does not the Bible say so? 

Ve. 21. What strange miracle oc- 
curred after his death ? What miracles 

of kindred character have we in the 

New Testament ? 

Ewrisua’s Recorn.—This lesson seems 

to us to be chronologically misplaced. 

Jonah, though born (8.c. 850) before 

-. Elisha's death, probably prophecied,as in 

last lesson, about B. c. 825-810. From 

the date of the last lesson, therefore, 

we must go back to n. c. 838 (see Smith's 

Tables, 0. T. Hist., p. 590). Elisha has 

lived a long life. His name is first 

mentioned to Elijah in the cave at 

Horeb (1 Kings xix. 16, 17) ; he is first 

introduced to us, however, when plough- 

ing in the fields of his native Abel- 

meholah. Vs. 19-21. This was about 

B. ¢. 903. Allowing that he was not at 

this time over twenty years of age, he 

must have lived eighty-five or ninety 

years at least, and must have been in 

active public life from Elijah’s ascension 

(8. 0. 896) nearly sixty. His long life 

began possibly at the close of the second 

dynasty of Israel, continued through 

the third, that of Omri (8. 0. 925-884), 

and to the forty-sixth year of the fourth 

(. ¢. 838). Baal-worship, established 

in Samaria when Elisha was but a child, 

and successfully challenged by his pre- 

decessor Elijah, but prevalent still, was 
utterly rooted out in Israel under Jehu 

long before Elisha's death. 

Elisha was a real prime minister; to 

his country, a champion and friend. He 
does not again appear till we find him 

on his death-bed in his own house, 

possibly in Shunem, not far from Jez 

reel. Elijah had dwelt in the desert, 

and from a place unfrequented, save by 

the wanderer’s feet,ascended to heaven; | 
but Elisha was a man among men, and 

among men he died. 

. + % 4 

ExrositioN.— Verse 14.—Now Elisha, | 
etc. He was upwards of eighty years 

May 27th, 1877.—The Death | 

.—the nation’s defence. 

| deserved this meccgnition. 

How wellshe 

Evidently the prophet here speaks with 

reference to the foreboding te Joashy | 

| and is moved as a prophet to promise | 

| and pledge relief. 
Verse 16.—Put thine hand upon the 

bow. The prediction is to be made viv id | 

and impressive by symbolic representa- 

tion. The king was head of the nation, 

the army in warring was directed by 

him, and its action was his, so /e puts 

his hands to the how. 

hands upon the king's hands. Elisha 

stood as the representative of God, and 

80 his hand represented divine agency. 

Verse 17 — Open the window eastward. 

Syria was to the north-northeast, but 

Aphek, the place where the contest was 

to be, was on the road to Damascus, the 

capital of Syria, on the east of the 

Jordan, and thus the window opened in 

the direction of that battle ground. 

Shoot. The sign and symbol of war 

from Israel upon Syria. The arrow of 
the Lord's [Jehovah's] deliverance, etc. 

The word translated deliverance ” is 

more often translated salvation (comp. 

vs. 5), and thus translated suggests 

more readily a typical reference to “the 

great salvation.” Elisha is here ex- 

plaining explicitly what perhaps Joash 

had surmised as the meaning of the 

symbolic action. The salvation is called 

“Jehovah's,” as from him shown, by 
Elisha's hands laid on those of Joash. 

The prophet adds one. point not as yet 
conveyed by the action, and that is that 
the triumph over Syria would be com- 

plete, the utter overthrow and con- 

sumption of its power. But he puts 
that as a promise in order that the sym- 
bolism which shall show it may be given 

into the hands of the king. The com- 

pleteness was contingent upon the king's 
faith. 

Verse 18.— Take the arrows. Those 
lying there before them. Smite upon 

the ground. Certainly a wrong transla 
tion, conveying a wrong idea. It was 
not that he should smite the ground 
with the bundle again and again, but 
rather that he should shoot one after 
the other of the arrows down upon the 
ground, and thus smite the ground as 
in war the enemy with the weapon used 
as in war. Seo this use of the word in 
connection with bow and arrow in ix. 

24; 1 Kings xxii. 24. Besides they 
were now in the house, probably in a 

chamber, and the shooting would be 
from the open window as before. The 
prophet’s change of the word from 
“shoot” to * smite,” came from his 

purpose now to fix attention specially 
upon the effect of the shooting, which 
would be to smite the enemy, and smite 
them down to the earth in death. See 
the citations just given. Swmote thrice, 
and stayed. Shot three arrows only. 

Verse 19~The man of God was wroth 

with him. Elisha was wroth, not simply 
as Flisha, but as “the man of God,” as 

in this very thing zealous and jealous 
for the honor of the God whose “man” 
he was, and whem Joash had dishonored. 
The king knew the meaning of the sym. 
bolism, but had not entered into the 
divine purpose, either lacking confi- 
dence that he could expect a complete 
destruction of Syria, or not having a 

proper abhorrence of Syria as the enemy 

‘of God's people. Thou shouldest have 
smitten, ete. Faithful words—no hiding 
of unpleasant truths from considerations 
of courtesy. Truth is grander than 

civility, and civility is grand only as in- 
spired by truth. Hollow civility, civil- 
ity whose spirit is deceit, is neither 

desirable nor respectable ; but no man 
| can be lacking in general civility while 
“ gpeaking the truth in love.” It was 
true kindness to the king, and hence 

| true courtesy, to tell him plainly his 
| fault apd its consequences. 

Verse 20.—Died. Elijah went home 

| by one road, Elisha by another, but both 

old at his death. Joash the king of went home, and to the same home. 
Israel, etc. 

ve. 11 as having persistently sinned. | 
This, however, would not make him in- 

capable of feeling towards Elishagenuine 
respect on account of his prophetic 
office and character. Wepl. 
in sincere grief. O my father, my father, | 

the chariot, ete. The very words uttered 
80 many years ago by this same Elisha, | 

when he saw his master Elijah ascend: 
ing in the chariot of fire with its horses 
of fire. It was clearly intended as a 
quotation, and to be so taken by Elisha, 

a recognition that Elisha had been to 

This Joash is described in | | 

‘No doubt | 

They buried him. Josephus says, ‘he 

| had a magnificent burial,” but how little 
it matters whether magnificent or the 

| reverse. The bands of the Moabites, 
ete. The Moabites were descendants 
of Lot, living east of Jordan and the 
| Dead Sea. “They had been increasing 
Hin strength ever since the revolt from 

in of the year. Explained as the begin- 
ning of the year, which with the Jews 
was the middle of spring, “when in 
Palestine the crops began to be ripe.” 

Verse 24.~—As they. Indefinite, i, e., 

| Israel what “Elijah had been before him | | some men. 

. year were plundering the c 

Verse 15.— Take bow and arrows, etc. | down. 

Touched the bones. 

| posed, leaving the bones only. Revived, 

‘ete. - No coffins were used, but the 

_ badies weré laid in the tomb with the 
Elisha put his | 

attested the prophetic 

Ahaziah ” (2 Kings i. 1). At the coming 

| basket and all, she fell flat, amongst the 

A band. Or rather “the | 

i. e, the band which in that; 

ntry. Let 
band ;’ 

Literally, “went,” 

the corpse as in motion towards and to | 

the prophet. The sepulchres or tombs | 

were more often on a slope, and the | 

| doors opened at the side and not over 

So in this case. | 
Seéming to imply 

that the body had already decom- 

the top of the tomb. 

grave clothes as their only covering. 

Luke vii. 15; John xi. 44. The miracle 
character of 

Elisha, and especially the truth of his 

predictions concerning Israel's enemies. 

For a somewhat similar condition of 

miracle-working see Acts vy. 15; xix 12. 

— Baptist Teacher. 

Suxpay, June 3rd, 1877.—~The Lamen- 
tation of Amos.—Amos v. 1-15. 

The Story of the Lesson. 

FOR THE PRIMARY CLASS, 

"Elisha was very: sick. When king 

Joash heard it, he came to see him, and 

said, “0 my father, my father, the 

chariot of Israel, and the horsemen 
thereof.” Elisha wanted to show the 

king what would happen to Israel when 

he was dead; so he said, “Take bow 
and arrows.” Joash took bow and 
arrows. Then Elisha said, “ Put thine 

hand upon the bow.” Joash put his 
hands on the bow, and the prophet laid 
his. own hands on the king's hands. 
Elisha told him to open the window that 
looks to the east, and then said, “Shoot.” 
And Joash shot. Then Elisha told him 
that the shooting of the arrows was a 
sign of victories over the Syrians, and 

said, “Take the arrows again, and strike 

on the ground.” Joash struck three 

times with the arrows, and then stopped. 
Elisha said if he had struck five or six 
times, he would have entirely conquered 

the Syrians; but now he should have 
only three victories. 

Elisha died, and they buried him. 

About & year afterward, some people 

were burying a man. When they saw a 

band of soldiers coming, they were 

frightened, ‘and let the dead body down 

into Elisha’'s tomb, to hide it. As no 

coffins were used, the dead man’s body 

touched Elisha’s bones ; and as soon as 
it did so he came to life, and stood up 

on his feet. 
JERS 2 Le 1 5° 

- what boys would not ? 

' gentleman—the best dressed of the | 

representing | group—checked his laugh, and kindly | 

Wouths’ Department. 

‘My Tittle Gintiexen. 

BY MARY D, BRINE. 

There are five of them, and I presume 

all strangers to each other. One .of 

them | met in the street-car one day— 

the ten year old boy who respectfully 
offered his seat to a lady whom no other 

occupant of the car appeared to see. 
The boy looked tired, and had with 

him a heavy parcel which could not be 
trusted out of his hands. The seat had 
been comfortable, and he had thorough- 

ly enjoyed it. 

But this boy was too full of gentle: 

manly instincts, and too truly one of 

nature’s little noblemen, to retain his 
seat while a lady was standing. And, 
by the by, had yoy seen how poorly she 
was dressed, and noticed the shabby | P 
purse from which she took her fare, you 

would have thought her only a poor wo- 

man, a seamstress, may be, Perhaps 
she was, | only called her a lady because 

she did as ladies usually do—accepted | P 
the seat with a smile and a “thank you, 

my boy”: which must have made my 
little gentleman well content to have 
yielded his place, and happy notwith- 
standing the fact that his small feet had 

only the ghosts of shoes upon them, 

and his jacket was a coat of many 

colors, where loving mother-hands had 
patched it. 
Another of my little gentlemen [| saw 

in the street soon after. He was dressed 
in the style of the season, and looked— 

the little aristocrat thgt he was. Several 
of his stylish little panions were with 
him, and they were having a grand 

sledding time as 1 approached. A 
beggar woman just then turned inte 
the area of one of the handsome houses. 
I don’t know whether she received help 
or no. But as she turned to come out, 
a second after, her foot slipped, and 

| merry v-and wild boys. They laughed, as 

But my little 

asSisted the forlorn woman to her feet. 

Then he lifted the basket and with his 

daintily gloved hand gathered the cold 

| pieces together until the basket was 

filled ; and with a polite bow he handed 

it to the woman who stood grateful and 
speechless before him. When T passed 

a minute after 1 could not resist saying, 

“Your mother has a noble son, my 

boy!” - And he answered confusedly, 

“(), that's nothing!” But it was some- 

thing, my young friends, was it not, in 

the™eyes of those waiting angels who 
carry our good deeds to the Great 

Throne above ? 
My third little gentleman I found also 

in a street-car. I had an armful of 

packages and sank wearily into the seat, 
1 two ladies rather unwillingly made room 
for me between them. Standing in 
front of me was a little fellow about 

twelve years of age. Poor.and very 
scantily clothed he was, but I noticed 
his face and hands were clean, and his 

eyes had an honest straight-f8rward look 

that one likes to see. 
Othet passengers shoved him here 

and there, but he patiently clung to his 
strap and allowed others to swag him 

about as they liked. I had some diffi- 

culty in getting my fare out because of 

the bundles, but presently a low and 

rather timid voice said, ‘ Please ma'am, 
I'll hold yer bundles if yer likes,” and 
my gentleman took them from me as I 

thanked him. The passengers about 
him looked pleased at such an unlooked- 

for act of politeness on the part of the 
ragged boy, and he looked confused. 

But I skall never forget the little thank- 
ful act of this little gentleman of mine, 

and have no fear for the future of a boy 
whose heart is so noble. 
The fourth of my class of noblemen 

was only a‘newspaper boy, quite uncon- 

scious of the title I soon gave him. 
A blind man with his cane and the 

brushes he was trying to sell, came 
feebly along the street, Siinsini now 

and then as the blind must, uncertain 

as to what might be before him. 

Down the street came a crowd of 
newsboys, just from the offices of the 

different papers, and screaming at the» 
top of their lungs. One of  them—a 
bright-eyed little fellow—only nine years 
of age, 1 judged, noticed the blind man. 

é Hold on, cosas he cried, “ don’t 

run g at's the 

use o Te Bs he's b ind and 

can’t ET fur | If 1"%% 1 baused 

to ws “the result. {I'he ~ fer boys 
check their speed & ittl¢* amd “then 

hurrie@d op, cr gp i hy jon!” So 
my lig# 3 ght a ap de the 
blind Saari nti gl passed 

and thy - - he old 

man, tle dreaming of” tHe uthful 
protector who had shiglfiéd i gmoved 

take in another Ww 
already’ laurel-oro Opinion. 

The fifth little ey “was one of 
the better clags of boys, yd - 80 far as 
station goes. 

He was passing abi the street 
whistling and jingling a ‘posketrfull of 

0 é==} 

marbles. He weemed M' haste—pro- 
bably hurrying to. join al ade at 
their favourite game at a lig le girl, 

thinly clad and’ bitterly: eryi , Was 
crouching beside & cellar gratipg and 
pecring E Bowes the darkn below 
—] had ust ‘the editor's office and 
stood a few bolo y ‘wait_for a car. 
The girl's sobbing attracted my atten- 
tion and I turned fo-walch proceedings. 

“ 1 what's 28 at the boy, 
pausi 

and— me sure 
when I go “in gy. =r Pr 

“ Never you mind sis,” said the boy. 
“1 haven't much time, but I'll see if I 
can find them for you. Wait here.” 
Then he entered the store and asked 
pamangn to go down in the cellar. 
oave granted, he searched for the 
pennies until they were found, and re- 
turned to the weeping girl. Hor tear- 
ful smile was pleasant to see, and 
though she hadn’t time to say “ thank 
you,” so speedily did the little boy run 
off, yet it was in her heart, no doubt, 
and” | had one more to add to my 
Sloni family of “ Little Gentlemen,” 

ttle SxoNiamdn make big ones we 
know, . fine clothes are by no means 
necessary to prove the fact. 
Only an accident of birth makes the 

diana between a Sehissan and a 
noble man, and the first, perha 
hold his nobleness only in ha title title, 
while the latter receives from the hands 
of his Maker the title which makes 
him one of the Great Court above. § 
~From Wide Awake for May. 

MAY 23, 1877. 

Select Serial, 
From The Day of Rest, 

DORA’S BOY. 

BY MRS. ELLEN ROSS, 

XVIII.—Dora’s Swan. LEeGacy, 

In a very leisurely way Moses turned 

to the heap of things which lay on ga 
chair; and in the most careful and 
precise manner, proceeded to fold up 
each article, now and then glancing at 
Hughie with a smile which was meant 
to be winning. Matthew stood, with 
his hands resting heavily on the counter, 
watching him in imperturbable and 

Baja silence. 
‘A handsome boy, that! remarked 

Moses, smiling at Hughie. 
‘ Humph !" responded Matthew. 

‘1 was not aware that you had a son, 
Mr. Pedder,’ said Moses. 

‘ Nor I,’ said Matthew, without mov- 

ing. 

Oh! I make a mistake, then, said the 
Jew, nodding deprecatingly. *He is, 
perhaps, your grandson—your nephew, 
I mean? 

‘ No,’ replied Matthew, placidly. 
“Ah! then you take much interest in 

him for a friend. But perhaps some- 
body makes it worth your while ?’ said 
Moses, with an insinuating smile. 
‘You think so, eh?! remarked Mat 

thew. 
‘ Most certainly ; else you would not 

throw cash down so readily for him. 
You have bought him good clothes; you 
have paid freely what I ask," said Moses, 
gesticulating with his Jewelled hands as 
he spoke. 
‘But Matthew was impervious to his 

flattering words and manner, and merely 
remarked, ironically, ‘ That's only what 

CHAP. 

| you'd do for a stranger, eh, Mr. Moses ?’ 
‘Oh, no ! it is not in human nature, 

that sort of thing,’ replied Moses, slowly 
shaking his head. 
mind, Mr. Pedder, either that this 
beautiful boy is a relation of yours, or 
else that you are well paid to keep him. 
But I forgot! perhaps he is only on a 
short visit ?’ 
‘Now why didn’t ye think of that at : 

first ?’ said Matthew, putting his head 
on one side and smiling at Moses in a 
manner that irritated him sorely. 

‘Ah, well, you are very kind: if every 
body ‘was so kind to their visitors it 
would be better for trade,’ said hou 
satirically. 
“1 know jest how much of that you 

believe now, Moses !’ 

“Of what?” asked Moses, innocently 
opening his eyes. g 
‘Of your talk “about my kindness, 

said Matthew, smiling, 
4 Ah well, you and me know the world, 

Mr. Pedder)’ said the Jew, with a signi- 
ficant nod, ‘It's the best policy to be 
kind sometimes, as for instance, when 

there's the vision of a legacy in the 
future as a reward. It's no doubt so in 

this case ? The boy looks as if he be- 
longed to somebody.’ 

“1 s’pose most boys do,’ said Matthew, 
drily. ‘Well, Mr. Moses, time will tell 
ye all you want to know, I dessay, if 
ye'll only have a bit o' patience. wll 
very likely be the case that this won't 
‘be the last time you 'll-see ‘this little . 
chap, though it's the first, . And I'd be 
'bliged to ye if you'll send up a cap or’ 
two to try on him: I forgot that this 
mornin’, when I gave my order. I think 
he'd look well in a Scotch un, witha 
spicy silver thistle at the side, and them 

streamer tails at the back, ye know.’ 
‘Yes, yes,’ said Mr. Moses, with a 

series of nods, as he tied up his parcel 
‘1 will send them at once, Mr. Pedder.’ 
He felt much annoyed that he had 

failed to gain the coveted information 
about Hughie; but he was determined 
to make the most of the little he had 
seen, having been favoured above his 
neighbours so far as to be admitted into 
Matthew Pedder’'s shop, and see the 

boy for whom the suit had been ordered. 
When he had left, Matthew turned to 

Hughie and said, ‘ There now, my lad, I 
want ye to learn a lesson from that, to 
keep yer bisniss to yerself. When 

'quisitive folks axes ye questions as 
they've no right to, jest keep puttin’ 
‘em off the track, or else tell ’em down- 
right to mind their own bisness, and 

y | you'll mind yourn. This is a queerish 
neighbourhood as you've come to live 
in, and when they sees ye stoppin’ on 
with me week after week, it'll set & 
hundred tongues waggin’, and they'll 

‘It is clear to my 
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