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" between ‘Baptists and other religious

I remémbér a morn behind the mill, 3
‘When blackbirds sang,
i) - And,sheep-bells rang,
Far offj.and all things else were still
But: the rising bream
In the pictured stream, °
Ar\(g the naise of water about the mill.

641 hike'woedland scent - o wit §
Tdmy statﬁMonbhedmmed gree N m

Amd though I know‘the da‘ys ar: spent
That love Was  lost
ﬁ'ﬁen came the frost

At summer’s ¢lose of l‘dy coptent
Yet somé joy’ Sta}"s "
O winter days, ° bi

»\ﬁd bringe tte joyous cdmpleniem o
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it isto: God.,orwhn,ther we be sober; it is{ ;
fom#m&a PRV IS «q*&. ibe
: rry ¥ onl
And the words, “ For one is your
Master,” Mnt. xxiil.
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| BAPTISTS MOST CONSISTENT: 1

In regard to at least zw;ufe the
doetrinés = eriumerated, namely; " total
depravity and ' justifieation: by “faith,
we mdintain, ‘without boasting, ‘that}
Baptists of all Christian denominations |
are most consistent in their ﬂmﬁceﬂ,
if not most Scriptaral in their views.

This, we tbmk may be easily shown,
and should exeite at once our gratitude
to God and dur' zealous' fidelity 'in
promulgating our distinctive principles. ¥

Our assertion can best be made good
in,connection with, an explapation | of
our. preceptive teachings and yreczlces

What are our digtinctive tenets ?

We. have ithought it might not, be
unprofitable on thlstopcaslon to restate
them, . . . d b

Again .and agalp aesertlop 13
trumpeted - that . the, tbm medium,. o_ﬁ

»

water is.all that constituies Baptists a |

separate .sect and keeps gm alive as
such ; that the comparatl e or relative |
quaptity of water i8 opr hattle. -GrY,
and forms the g? at ‘middle wall' of
partition between {is . hnd other, Chris-
tians at the Lord's Table !

Itis a reproach, either on the vntelli
gence or the (‘larlslzamty of the present
day to advance, 'or to harbor such &
misrepresentation of a large and worthy
body of Christians. Were a greater |
depth of water the only, or the real,
peculiarity that distinguishes Baptlsts,
they would roon ‘¢lasp hands with all
other Christians at''the water’'s' edge,
and ‘cease to be known by their present
name and as'the “sect every where
spoken against.” But theé differences

denommations are’' deéper, hlghex’
broader ‘than’ any Yiver or sea in na-

ture ; ‘the ' separdting barriers: do not
consist of water, but are constructed of
and built upon fundamental principles.

Our distinctive tenets might be ex-
pressed in one word, obedience, or ‘in
one short, but magnetic phrase,

LOYAL’!'Y TO CHRIST.

_But  we may perhaps bétter
designate them under two heads,
Direct personal r bthty to God, | of

- and @ rd'ﬁ:aaﬁ h-membership.
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y suffice to inculcate the

duty of du-ect xuponsnbxllty to God, as

also the consequent duty of strict non- |

interference with this accountability.

INFANT BAPTISM A WRONG,
It readily follows from this unassail-

able scriptural position that the adwin- | b

istration of infant sprinkli

ing or infant

.Lmmersion bmds the conscience, of the | t

child, that

‘nog take away, the Chll‘i 8 freq agencx,‘

it greatly hampprs, if it dpes

that it places him unslpr gbligations he

‘never

ed, and 1 warrant- |
able inte ?er 2nce thht e ooql?a rﬂ;rmn

to God
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{;sions of the best
iy | tist, scholars, and

ome, by the candud conce
’rotestant Ped(Fbap-
as a, result our

{rown earnest unbxgssed s;udy, it be-
comes evident that neithen precept, nor

example, nbr valid i

rence for, 1pfant

immersion, nor _for mfant and adult
spr inkling as Chnstum bapmm, can be

drawn from

the pages of God’s

Sacred, Book.

This combined and impregnable tes-
timony  is corroborated by a similar

conclusion which has attended an im-
partial examination of the Lexxoons

and of Ch

urch History.
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hundred
the mode
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as church history was of any value,

years is very conclusive as to
of bgptism, being well-nigh
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In |

lnteraTl with our worthy  representa-
tive, Dr. Cofant, as the ' lexical
meaning and. classical 'se of baptizo,
namely that its secnhr" ification 1is
immerse ; and their ‘auen'l tat a’
scnptural defenoe prinkling a
| baptism  is their 1 of : %pt baseless
fabncqmon that the woM aptizo has
‘quite a differént . eation in the |
New Testament ! —to Wi ring or
rmklmg And yet f gou Testa-
- m it i3 chiefly.a bog plam histo
an 1la1)¢zs, i‘n%yihe"g P Whl:g
words must be qsed dgrstoo m
their primary ;nd rdinary senses.
Baptlet- the ATe com lled to
 take i issue wi ﬂ}é Qf infant
xd adult sprm ing, * "té" Temind
ose brethren;in I-words |

. Go;es’l’x, }og of’ he mII of | m?n,,r Moreover,

hildren, obey your parents, im the
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N8 | Baptists ; yet the{
bly in fam ;

s | A nmumw

Dr. Dale_ for examp’e* agree almost

the Bible
Book and

[lof Chalmers,that the i
{lonly, is « the great
Directory *** é e

instikntion of : the  Divihe Madster s
'non-essential. It is'notfor the subject
‘to-decide which laws: are of! the mest |

Py

Lawgiver viewssthery alécand tedch as:
»acredl
lanﬂqdnfd clianity - ‘which' subordinates
Christ’s ' requirements v¥o- unsanctified-
"human sympthe&m!ﬁn urcnm-.

stapees. .17 T sialY doos

‘BAPTISTS' Fnimﬂ”o; rinimozl(
we bave 860‘!! ﬁnt dlrnx

siﬁilh
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thls is'a scrlptural ténet and reqmre-
ment.
rises allove the sirface of the entire
‘0Old’ | Testament,
Testament it becomes’ tranqpareot

%\ We here admit that other denomin-
tions may in theory claim this position
and in practice approximate to it ; but

| Baptists _alone. consistently maintain

that mone but regenerated persons are
qualified for, ehurch-membership or for
| the ordinances of the Chqeuan church

. Foudly as Baptist parents are at-

‘tached to than‘ cﬁﬂdreq—md we think

| we are mnot behind. oth
aﬂ‘eet;po--we evertheless believe t.he
clear . .,eacjupg» oP

ﬁruwd as: it 48 hy our, own practxqgl and

| painfyl ,ohseryationythat  infants
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| commission read- backwards, reverses
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'to one's own duty, liberty of speech, and
universal ‘untrammelled freedom of ac-
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place in the fold of Christ’s sheep, |
but that ;}p t0 the moment when a.man

‘those dying in Lpﬁane'y. we,

Apd‘tlu ‘and s
‘genius or! spirit-of the Neh 'I‘estament
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Unregene
7 Vchuseh -is; therefore) ah . ntuuble:{

It pnderlies and frequently

while «in the New'

in- natural
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and’,
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l;ewe the
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‘the/ Ipractice: of sthei inspired

opposed: to the entire |

sation. '

rated- gmﬁmg Cbﬂit £l

imth abd’ dedieation to
it i3 also the door of entrance for re-
generated believers inio the visible or
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that Christian baptism is not only a
willing professisn of faith in Christ and
allegiance to Him, or of rsonal ution
hrist, but that

C'krutum shurch ; while infant sprmk- :
ling, or indeéd mfant immersion, intro-

_duces uﬁconverted material into the

Christign chuarch (so callefl), and there.
fore mixes the world With Christians,
and produces just" so far a spurious
membership. ;
True, there 15' a ‘sott of half-way
covepant adopted thedretically in dome -
pedo-baptist churclies ' and practically '
in all of them. ' But fhat theory:or ar-
rangement- neither meets the require-
ments . of seriptur® nor’ endsthe diffi-
‘culties in_the, cage. - The, logical step
from infant baptism to_church-member-
ship and sacramental ¢emmunion,, Q‘:;

tberq, ¢ opinion that *ng. Qne eoul
be saved thbout baptwm, and for. t.hat ‘
reasqn.the cus Brose of bpptmng

(immersing), i
es
! tnyap{B m

is th e.q'ue
hof the s

BL(&'Uk4

Of &lﬁme hobis.,
Pit :gpw 3&;
qtonc. or;gm of the e

sent e 8 heresy acco far
the ﬁ?%x Ell% o , Al the qﬁcges?gsboth
infants and ults,‘ frﬁ{e mpde or gct
i of baptisoy from a total immersion to a -
| few. ‘drops . of Water., 4'{2;1», the _so
|.called visible Christian, church became

and a coniradictery:

:neﬁuwﬁ’spm*' hout
'{'cofrversion is an unmeaning ee
5. |'n formal meckery, tbonj:, we
it is1not:bo intendeod: i

dm

appearscto -seme extent bt the

'both infant &nd adalt sprinkling, but:

‘who-

pirit of su reme loya | result
g thy o outflow, a mllmg expression of -pardon

and ' ¢onversion. ' | Such: teaching
proctewo cxmmot but. regard a5
‘epus, inserting, as it does, the ordinance

and ¥

with

chns head " y obeervmg that, on the
teetnmony of unpre; judiced ecclesiastical |
and’ ¢ivil Bfatonans, it is ‘adniitted that
"« freedom os science, unlimited 'freg-
. dom of min from th :
”a ;:ecuhgrt ny of r&] | ;") B
qquote "':ge otﬂf! of ¢
lnéton,an Wits t,Be Proud mﬂ of t
:denommatl?n,! rr ]mgﬁ nts |
no ﬂro 0 r blood ; that’ #s'

xa fned by the. dtrodities o P
tion, and that fr&r t to]

h the unfalte ring adve-'
m of conscience. Through |
a long line of g:e it has hwnded
agalnst all u hurch a.nd Shie,
{and, claimed ?o all men'the’ rlght to
worship God nh:}lolebted It has never
asked md from .civil qoyernment to
support its worship or propagate its
doctrines, ‘Its appeal has alths been
to God, and its means of support the
voluntary offerings of the worablppers e
| Other Protestant denommatlons and’
even the Roman church are now rest-
ing under the protec.tlve shadow of this
boon, this . trophy of the Baptists,
liberty of conscience.

Many portions of the world, in their
trade, commerce and social -relations,
are also to-day deriving great benefit |
from this bloodsbounght principle of the
are often uncon-
| scious, or w forgetful of the
source of their btedness for such
privileges and advantages. A
But we hasten to the sEconp dis

ishing mark of the
;incv s &mm

las{

cate of fn;eed

.
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SHIP. h

mm-gmu.phuuu

W&lhv

call Seriptural Bapt
‘an’ antecedent condition of
regeneration, Tather

Hpist'sl-dedth  inc sawing
Ndiik wer hbld that; believers’s baptism
' umvdiq-ed of ' the New . Beg

place so much stress on what they

ism as /#0 make it

than 'a . ready .
of peace with God, a spontaneous
and
rd: as erroa-

ot :béaptissd 1 48 ‘the(scale
the Ebly: (Spirit’s; Woek . and
. she ‘soul.

tament,
binding} where  possible, on all
of ./Olristy andi while we:be- |

“Tlievé thata wibling subinission’ to Bap- !

Vtismmordmg‘u /Ohrist's example and |

titrhemt; »< Castdinly

affords.: detter

Am%’;;m

pavdon and |

,burdqncd mth n:}pouertecl mat,eﬁal,
jantil fhe nurgg '

exeephons in,the line of the

nces, and  corruptions  of lns
Pchmb, v offdw od) 408

| INEANT | llmwu mvons BAPTISMAL
b apiton REGENERAZION. |
Tvis a]wkoery'tdmmed that to-day
| many sects 'in''Protestant 'Christendom
professedly disoard the dagma 'ef bap-
tismal - regeneration, !both infant''and

adult. +Yetiniohristeding chiléren and
{in sprinkling’ aduMs upon the supposed
ap hy ot )i ithe 'very antiele, of
dewth=sa ‘eustom! still practiealdyi and

clevically

dividing line-beétween the ‘sprinkling

and’ ‘the- regelemion? E(,ho asks
Whiere 211 10 i10]
Il " Andwin itwvdddeino thl!ongh the

Y ordinance "of / spmkﬁno uneopverted
chﬂdl‘en—-whether of' believing or un-
believing ' parénts~—into a professedly
‘Cheistian  ¢hurch, 'where is the defin«

evidonte of satvationy—a Woré approv-qhle space, where the pereeptible point,

ing " oonseienece, sweeter joy,/peace: and

rest of sowl than ean 'be. obtained with-

the'

fthe Romams,” an

Yout it; we nevertheless bold tenaciounsky
grand doetrine: of i Paul’s Epastle to |«

and of the' Lutlieran

Reformation, that of the soul’s justificas
tion before God and- Christ through

 faith

means & dead faith, but:a living,

alore~that faith.! mot by any

ing, loving, obedient: faith, nevertheless
the same faith which justified Abraham

befors

~—not after—his remarkable acts |

of obedience to God.
While, dear brethren, we beheve

most

heartily in loyal obedience to

Christ our King in all things, and

while

chareh as the: proper fold for all true
Christians, we also maintain as a de-

nomination that a radical change
dispositi

Holy

le
is the

ion, or tion by the
Spirit leading the sinner in genu-

and ' submission to the
of Christ for Divine acceptance
uisite to baptism | y

and to membership in Christ's church

i

on-earth. -
On dilground also we are compelled

iufant sprinkling; believing,

‘the’ Bible 'certainly suthorises us, |

trust-

we regard a New Testament,

of |

between ithe introductory rite and ifs
regenerating efficacy 7 Echo again in-
‘quives Where ?

Isoiit, then, dear brethren, a real
{'cause of wonder or matter of deserved
reproach that we, whose principles and
practices are evidently contained and
tavght in the New Testament, are
zealous In wimessing for vital truth
against insidious and ' deadly error;
‘zealous in maintaining inviolate Christ’s
{laws, and in advoeating the purity of
his churches on earth? - No, we should
be recreant’ to our high trust, were we
lukeWarm or time serving.

Other bodies of Christians and the
world are to-day largely indebted under
God to the existence and fidelity of the
Baptist denomination. The Bible stands
higher in human regard, liberty of con-
scignce—though not yet perfect, as

occasional instances of oppression in
our ‘own’ land even to disinheritance
still'show—yet liberty of counscience is

vasily  greater to-day, and Christ’s
Church purer than would have been
the case hd there ban no lhpnm in
Christendom.
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.tnsu ‘have 10 reply:thab nocommand: or | Jos ;s %hriet WW‘: in the case of he;@ began to prevail; and amopg

ubjects of baptism, and_that es- |
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Savsalhi | ©Owthis acedunt we' ul th .mho true apoatalical auccession cantinued,to
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w




