
N, 8. 

id Ty ad 
sb 

t, NoB. 

LY 

A RELIGIOUS AND GENERAL FAMILY NEWSPAPER. 

Vol. XXII., No. 40 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Wednesday, October 3, 1877. { WHOLE SERIES. Y 

Vol. XLI., No. 40. 

Pacivy. 
For the Christian Messenger. 

~The. Home poe dry 
Hg moll seb 

Beyond this life, 
Where joy and sorrow blend, 
ABE ALA and pita § 

The pilgrim’s ath atten 
There is & land hike all is bright and fair, 
And skies are darkened not By clouds of 

care. 

That land Hholuiert 
With peerless beauties bright, 
‘Whose. glorious sheen 

the darksome night, 
Provides a home for« pig's faint and 

worn, 
And rest from burdens JE to : 

borne. 

The scalding sy: 
Which now oft dim our eyes, 
The dreadful fears 

Which fill our hearts with sighs, 
Shall ne’er be: known on that celestial 

shore, 
But heavenly bliss be ours forevermore. 

Sorrotv shall cease, 
All tears be wiped away ; 
And holy peace, 

With beanteous, endless day, 
Shall fil niograrry witch dwell in realms 

' above, 
With wanda gins nd sweetest a 
SA 

No siti can harm 
The blest immortals there ; 
No guilt alarm 

Those beings pure and fair ; 
No broken law to hurl its murky threats, 
And fill the soul with terrible regrets, 

But calmest joy, 
Unstirred by pallid fear, 
With no alloy 

To eause a bitter tear, 
Shall fill the souls of all to whit ‘tis 

pres, : 
By Jesus blood, to reach a home in 

heaven. 

And there may we, 
When life's dark days are o'er, 

Eternally 
The Father's love adore ; 

And praise the name of Him who died 
to save 

His people from the victory of the grave. 

£& 

O wonderous Lord ! 
O Prince divinely fair ! 
Thy gracious word. 

Dispels my doubt and fear. 
To even me, by thy rich grace, is given 
A hope of bliss immortal in thy heaven, 

SYMONDS. 
Worcester Academy, Mass. Sept. 21,1877. 
— 

Religions. 
Ministerial Discouragements and 

Encouragements. 

BY REV. JOHN CLARK. 

An address read before the Annapo- 
lis County Ministerial Conference at 
Bridgetown, on Wednesday the 5th of 
September. 

Christian ministers are formed of ex- 
actly the same material as other men. 
The apostle Paul, when speaking to 
the people of Lystra in reference to 
himself and Barnabas, said : “ Wealso 
are men of like passions with you.” It 
i8 just the same with preachers still. 
Although not of the flesh, they, never- 
theless, are in the flesh, and conse- 
quently, they have their ‘pleasant and 
painful experiences as well as private 
christians. Now, this is absolutely 
Decessary,else how could they ** rejoice 
with st that do rejoice, and weep 
with them that weep 7” 
“Not ent, and not sorrow 

Is our destined end or way ; 
But to act, that each to-morrow | 
Find us farther than today.” 

But, whilst christian ministers have 

| soul, our strérgth. 

individual experiences may not exactly | e 
And besides, there may 

be’ chi io oof own feelifigs’ at differ- 
ent pet To preach on one ocea- 
sion may be comparativily easy, 
but to preach on another occasion may 
be comparatively difficult. Being sur- 
rounded by subtle and powerful influ- 
ences, We are more or led affected in 
various ways. ‘And’ probably no two 
cdses are a toether alike. ence the 

writer this paper can only dwell 
upon general facts and principles, and 
must leave matters of detail for any. 
discussion that may follow. 

 DISCOURAGEMENTS. 

Some of these are connected with our- 
selves. ~ It is well for us to. know this. 
We are far from perfeet,either ‘as men or 
as ministers. Tt takes us along fime 
to know ourselves.’ Indeed, it may be 
questioned whether we ever knew our- 
selves in the fullest sense of the word. 
When some one asked Socrates how it 
was that he was reputed ta be so much 
wiser than other men, he replied, that 
others were unconsgious of their ignor- 
‘afice, but he was sensible of his. Our 
Knowledge is limited, both of ourselves 
and others. Perhaps. if we knew our- 
selves better we should blame ourselves, 
moreandothersless. Weare ‘‘compassed 
with infirmity,” and are liable to err. 
Our mistakes should teach us wisdom; 
and our weakness and imperfections 
should make us humble, patient, and 
watchful. We are driven to earnest 
prayer, to agonizing, prayer. Indeed, 
this is essential to our suceess ; for pre-. 
valent prayer is needed as well as pow- 
ful preaching. “Our work is great and 
large.” It demands our heart, our 

“We are stewards 
of the mysteries of God. Souls are 

gospel of the blessed God is committed 
toour trust. Westand between the living 
and the dead. Our responsibilty is ex- 
ceedingly great “ We are a savour 
of life unto’ life, or of death unto death;” 
and * who is sufficient for these things?” 
Well may the magnitude of the work 
overwhelm us, and a sense of unworthi- 
ness appal us! 

“'Tis not a cause of small import 
The pastor's care demands, 

But what might fill an angel's heart 
And filled a Saviour’s hands." 

Yea, verily, the work of the ministry 
filled not only the Saviour’s hands; it 
filled His heart as well. How can we 
accomplish it? Our hearts are often 
cold, our abilities are small, and our 
strength is perfect weakness. Doubts 
and fears repeatedly assail us.. No 
wonder that we at times despond, it is 
a mercy we do not despair. Ardent 
longings for the conversion of souls, in- 
ward conflicts with sin and Satan, deep 
anxiety and continued study, have a 
natural tendency to depress the mind. 
And besides all this, personal feelings 
and failings, personal imperfections and 
infirmities have much to do with our 
discouragements. 

Some of our discouragements are con- 
nected with professing christians. We 
naturally look for sympathy and co- 
operation on the part of those who 
belong to the Church of Christ. We 
want them to pray for us and work with 
us. To their credit be it said, they not 
unfrequently cheer our hearts and 
“ strengthen our hands in God.” They 
often help us greatly. But it is not 
always so. Nothing is more pleasing 
than to find a whole church alive to its 
duties and responsibilities ; and noth- 
ing is more painful than to see a whole 
church, or a large proportion of its 
members, backward and indifferent to 
the work and worship of God. And 
yet, there are always a few who appear 
to be unmoved and unconcerned even 
in times of spiritual quickening. This 
is indeed discouraging. But after all, 
perhaps it is not more than we might | a 
e: It shows us our utter weak- | No 
p- and makes us feel entirely de- | 

ndect upon the Holy Spirit of aod, 
@ should be thankful for re _ 

are steadfast, faithful, and 
we should deal te with ph w 
are discourgged ‘by the way; and we 
should earnestly pray for those who 
like “ Ephraim, armed, turn back 

| 
~~ 

cumstances may differ, and hence their | 

of Christ.’ 

pher tells us,” 

something repils—they only 

entrusted .to . our care.” The glorious. 

| hearts are pained within us. 

| the terror of the Lord, we 

in the day of baile” Perhaps we 
too much from our fellow-chris- 

tians. They are but mortals, and are 
surrounded by temptation and sin ;. and 
yet we are grieved and disappointed be- 
cause they do not come up to our ideal 
as to what they should be as followers 

ould it not be well for us 
to remember that we donot come up to 
our own ideal in reference to ourselves ? 
The best of men are but imperfectly 
sanctified. ' Sin remains. tn them, wt 
were it not for the grace of God, 
‘would’ reign’ ‘over them. The bloat 
spirits among the sons of men have often 
had‘té work on alone. “The philoso- 

‘says ' Robertson, of 
Brighton, “ that no atom in creation 
touches’ another atom —they only ap- 
proach within a certain distanée ; then 
the attraction ceases, and tN visible 

eem to 
touch, No soul touches another soul 
except at one or two points ; and’ those 
chiefly external—a fearful and.a lonely 
thought, but one of the ‘truest of life. In 
the central deeps of our being we are 
alone.” Human sympathies often fail, 
for ‘man is changeable. ‘Hence we 
must not trust an arm of flesh, nor ex- 
pect too much from any earthly source. 
The Master’ Himself once looked for fruit 
and found nothing but leaves. Even 
in Gethsemane the “man of sorrows” 
agonized alone, “and of the people 
there was none with Him.” Even 
Petér, James and John on that memor- 
able occasion" Spt: Nevertheless the 
Master said : ** The spirit trul is will- 
ing, but the flesh is weak.” ‘Doubtless 
the same is true of many afaciples now. 
Still it cannot be otherwise than dis- 
coaraging to a' christian minister when- 
ever he finds that the people of his 
charge, through lack of spiritnalminded- 
ness and zeal, “come not up to the help 
of the Lord, to the help of the ‘Lord | sa 
against the mighty.” 

We meet with disconragements i in con- 
nection with the unconverted. When 
we cast our eyes over the congrega- 
tions that attend upon our ministry and 
we realize the solemn fact that * they 
have not all obeyed the gospel,” our 

any sit. 
with the people of God, but they do 
not share their blessings,nor experience 
their emotions. * Knowing therefore 

persuade 
men.” “We pray them, in Christ’s 
stead to be reconciled to God.” We 
look for speedy and visible results. 
But alas! We often look in vain. “ To 
whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?’ 
Sometimes we fully anticipate that 
such and such individuals will surely 
come out on the Lord's side. And yet 
we are sadly and bitterly disappoint 
ed. Tears are wiped away. Convic- 
tions are stifled. Christ is rejected. 
The heart is hardened against God and 
truth, It may be difficult to move our 
hearers to tears by the thunders of the 
law or the aiieatins of the gospel, but 
it is far more difficult to make the im- 
pressions permanent. “I have seen 
something wonderful, to- day,’ y, said one 
who bad listened to a faithful and earn- 
est preacher, * I have seen a- whole 
congregation in tears.” * Alas!” said 
the preacher “ there is something more 
wonderful still, for the most of them 
will go their way to forget that they 
ever shed a tear.” Amid such dis- 
couragements ds these, we fear that 
we are laboring in vain, and spend- 
ing our strength for nought; and 
we have to look at our credentials 
afresh, to learn whéther we were ever 
called to the work of the ministry. 
Man’s natural depravity, hardness of 
heart, and slowness to believe the gos- 
pel sadly discourage us. 

. ENCOURAGEMENTS. 

The nature oft the work we are engaged 
in is encouraging. “This is a true 
ay 3 if a Yat idk the office of 

on My he desireth.a good. work.” 
ession on earth is comparable 

‘God unto salvation to every 

premrig “to preach glad tidings to the 
” The man is highly honored who 

 pernitted to preach the gospel. Who 
woild ot rather win a soul to Christ 
than gain an imperial crown? “ For 
after that in the wisdom of God the 
world by wisdom knew not God, it 
pleased God, by the foolishness of | 
preaching to save them that believe. 
For the Jews require a sign, and the | mayed : for T am thy 
Greeks seek after wisdom : but we 
preach. Christ crucified, unto the Jews 
a stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks 
foolishness ; but unto them which are 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God, and the wisdom of 
God.” “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel of Christ ; for it is the power of 

one that 
believeth.” --% Brethren, if any of you 
do err from the truth, and one convert 
him ; let him know, that he which con- 
verteth the sinner from the error of his 
way shall save a soul from death, and 
‘shall hide a multitude of sins.” ' Can | 
any work be equal to this? If ‘it is a 
mercy to be saved ourselves, it must be 
doubly a mercy ‘to be the means of sav- 
ing others. Well might Philip Henry 
write in his diary on the day of his or- 
dination : “ I did this day receive as 
much honor and work, as ever I shall 
know what to ‘do with : Lord Jesus, 
proportion supplies accordingly.” = And 
surely we can subscribe to the testi- 
mony of Thomas Scott: “ With all 
my" discouragements and sinful des 
pondency, in ‘my better moments, I. 
can think of no work to be com- 

to this. Had I a thousand 
lives I would willingly spend them in it: 
and had I as many sons, I should glad- 
ly devote them to it.” 
committed unto us the mini 
conciliation. Now then we are am- 
bassadors for Christ.” The Saviour 

that, * he that heareth you, hear- 
me; and he that despiseth you ‘des- 

piseth me ; and he that despiseth me 
despiseth- ‘Him’ that sent me.” Who 
are we, that we should be thus honored? 
What are we, in ourselves, that we 
should be thus used ? 
“0 honor higher, truer far, 
Than earthly fame could bring, 

Thus to be used, in work like this, 
So long, by such a King! 

A blunted sword, a rusted s 
Which He could wield 

A broken si in His i 
To reap His harvest field. 

“But our sufficiency is of God.” 
“ Therefore seeing we have this minis- 
try, as we have received mercy, we 
faint not.” 

The presence of Christ 1s encourag- 
ing. Obedience is easy in fellowship with 
Christ. We-de not work alone. When 
Moses went. forth to lead the children 
of Israel to, the Land of Promise, he 
sought the presence of his God and 
guide ; and the Lord said “My presence 
shall ‘go with thee, and I will give 
thee rest.” When Moses died,God said 
to Joshua: “ As I was with Moses, so 
I will be with thee. 
thee, nor forsake the. . . . The Lord 
thy God is with thee withersoever thou 
goest.” When the Captain of our sal- 
vation commanded His disciples to go 
into all the world and preach the Gospel 
to. every creature, He said : “ Lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end | 
of the world.” When the early chris- 
tians went everywhere preaching the 
word, the “ hand of the lord was with 
them.” 
a disciple of Christ and a preacher of 
the Gospel, he exclaimed: *“ I also 

| labor, striving according to His work: | 
ing, which worketh in me mightily.” 
The ablest her canaccomplish noth- | 
ing alone,but the weakest can accomplish | 
much through the presence of his Lord. 
Christ is ever with us. We have His 
help, His grace, His sympathy. His 
cheering presence makes us bold and 
strong. There can be no cause for 
tear or faintness with Jesus at our 

“ e Christian ministry. It isa work | side, Jt is stated that the Duke of 
of dw wid love. To eon- | Welli once ordered an officer 
| comre or tg the | to undertake Sp which bivorest, 

ort oar ‘Tes- officer did 
is the grand- | no oy apo pert the ro i ‘but said 

pr in which man or can be | to the dt , “Let me, re I go, have 
Even He who htit | ot 

not robbery to be equal with was 

ai 

and er Grasping the hand 

God * hath 
Stry of re- 

I will not fail 
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of Jesus, we can Yost the heaviest 
burden, tread the roughest pathway, 
and perform the hardest duties which 
His wisdom may appoint. “I can‘ do 
all things through Christ which streng- 
theneth ‘me,” is the language of others 
besides the Apostle Paul. How sweet 
are the Master's words : “Fear thou 
not ; for I am with thee; be not dis- 

God: I will 
strengthen thee ; yea, I will help thee? 
yea, I will uphold thee with the right 
hand of my righteousnéss.” The pres- 
ence of Christ, our all victorious Lord, 
inspires our courage, overcomes our dif- 
ficulties, ‘and insures Gur ultimate sic 
cess. There is nothing too hard for 
God. Our very weakness and wesri- 
ness bat bring us near to Him. 
“I need as much the cross I bear, 
As air I breath, as light I see ; 

It brings me to Thy side in prayer, i 
«It binds me to my strength, in Thee.*> 
wT thank thee, O God,” said » 
reacher a year ago, dying at the age 

of 80 years, ** I thank thee, O Gody 
that Thou hast been with me othe 
very last.” Yes, God is with His ger- 
vants to the very last ; blessed be His 
holy name. There is  well-spring of 
comfort. in this precious truth. Like 
Luther, we ‘may be encouraged, both'in 
duties and dangers, both in service 
and~in suffering, as we remember the 
Psalmist’s words : “ The Lord of Hosts 
18° with us ; the God of Jacob is our 
refuge.” The best remedy for des- 
pondeney and doubt is fellowship with 
Christ, * Let"is then go forward, breth- 
ren, undgmnted, undismayed, for Ged’ 
Himself 71s with us. 

The contemplation of the results of 
our labors is encouraging. What joy we 
‘experience when we learn that souls 
are saved through our instrumentality ! 
Are sinners awakened? Are penitBnts 
brought ‘te- the feet ~ of Jesus ? Are 
monrners' comforted ? Then let us 
thank God and take courage. And yet 
we are exceedingly weak. Yes, but 
“Gog hath chosen the weak things of 
the’world to confound the things which 
are mighty.” Our weapons are words — 
simply words. Can anything be weak- 
er? But then they are words of truth, 
words of life, words of love. They are 
used and applied by the Holy Spirit to 
the buman heart ; and, lo! that heart is 
changed, and a soul is won to God. 
Oh, ‘the power of a divinely-inspired 
thought | Oh, the influence of a word 
“ rightly spoken ! ” What says the 
poét. of the work accomplished by a 
christian thought, by a christian word 
“Only a thought, but the work it 

wrought 
Could never by tongue or pen be 

taught; 
For it ran through a life; like a thread 

of gold; 
And the life bore fruit a hundred- 

fold. 

Only a word, but 'twas spoken in love, 
With a whispered prayer to the 

Lord above. 
And the angels in heaven rejoiced 
once more 

For a new-born soul entered in by 
the Door.” 

Some one rudely said to a minister 

After Saul of Tarsus became | 

of Christ, * You have been preaching 
Prine for twenty years, and I 
have neve r heard of your converting but 
one. man.” “And who was that ?” 
said the humble preacher. A man of 
fine christian character was named to 

him. He modestly said, “1 have not 
heard of that before. Blessed be God 
for so great a mercy. And now, by 
divine help, here is at it for twenty 
years more, and if God shall save an- 

other soul, that will be two, and either 
of them will be worth more than all 
this world.” Our work will be reward- 

| eds “ A faithful witness delivereth 
souls.” We do not see all that is be- 
ing accomplished now.” The Kin om 
of God cometh not with observation,” 
A lo¢al preacher, unknown by name, 
occupied a pulpit in a certain town or 
Sabbath morning. The .day 
stormy and the congregation ving 
A stranger entered that assembly—a 
youth just sixteen years of age. As 
he bling to the preacher's words 
light broke in wu his soul; he 
foand “joy and } peace in believing.” 
That youthful hearer was Charles 
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