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Bible Leossons for 1877.

Sunpay, Sept. 16¢h, 1877.—~Power of
the Word.—Acts xix. 17-28.

CoyyiT To MEMory : Vss. 17-20.

Gorpex Texr.—* For the word of God
is quick, and powerful, and sharper than
any twoedged sword, piercing even to
the dividing asunder o{ soul and spirit,
and of the joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thought and intents of
the heart.”—Hebrews iv. 12.

* Damny Reapings.—Monday, Acts xix.
13-41.

Tuesday, vs. 16, 17 ; Galatians
v, 17-26. Wednesday, vs. 19; 1 Kings
‘xviii. Thursday, vs. 21 ; 1 Corinthians

xvi. 5-24. Friday, vs. 21 ; Romans xv,
20-33. Saturday, vs, 27; Matthew vi.
19-34. Sunday, 1 Corinthians xvi.

ANaLYSIS.—J]. Burning of magical
books. \ss. 17-19. Il Growth of the
word.. Vs 20. III. Paul'sfuture plans.
Vs. 21. IV. Still in Asia “for a sea-
son.” V. .An uproar raised by Deme-
trius. Vss. 23-28. :

Questions.—Where was Diana’s tem-
ple built? How did the Ephesians sub-
sequently embellish their temple ? Why
was the making of models of the temple
and image of Diana a lucrative employ-
ment? How far were they borne ?

Vs. 17. To what divine judgment
does this verse allude? Why should
men behold both “the goodness and the
severity” of God?

Vs. 18. What evidence have we in
this verse of a genuine falth ?

Vs. 19. Who besides believers were
influenced by Paul’s preaching? What
were these books that they burned ?—
How valuable were they?

Vs.21. What further missionary jour-
neys does Paul now plan? What great
city does he intend finally to reach?

. Vs. 22. Whom dces he send before
him? Why does he stay in Ephesus?
What Epistles does he write here ?

- Vs. 23. What remarkable event is
now to be told? *

Vs. 24. What was the employment
of Demetrius ? What were these shrines ?

Ve. 25. What meeting does Deme-
trius call ? For what god does he first
plead ?

Vs. 26. To what Ephesian fanaticism
does he now appeal ? How far are his
eharges true? How far not true?

Vs. 28. What was the effect of the
speech of Demetrius? Where do the
multitude rush? With whom? Vs. 29.
What was Paul's first impulse ? Vs. 30,°
31. Who finally appeased the people?
Vs. 35. By what wise words ? Vs, 35-41.

The temple of Diana, at the head of
the harbor of Ephesus, was said to be
the most magnificent work of man that
the sun in its course shone upon. Its
age dated from a remote antiquity.—

Creesus the wealthy king of Lydia (s.c.
560-546), contributed to its erection;
so did all the Greek cities. The fanatic
Herostratus set fire to it on the mnight
when Alexander was born (B.0. 356).—
This was one of the coincidences of an-
cient history. The temple was at once
rebuilt with sumptuous magnificence.
The ladies of Ephesus contributed jew-
elry to its restoration. The Ephesians
embelliched it from age to age, adding
to it new decorations, statues, and pic-
tures of the most famous artists. It was
Oriental in architecture ; hence it did
not mount high in the air, like St) Peter’s
in Rome or St. Pafil's in London, but
was broadly extensive, horizontal entab-
latures resting on vertical columns, each
60 feet in height and in number 127,
making a total ground extent of 425 feet
by 220 in breadth. Its glory, therefore,
consisted in its colonnades surrounding
the shrine of the Ephesian goddess. It
was also the treasury building—* the |
Bank of England”"—to Western Asia.
The wooden image of Diana, enshrined
in the temple, was not the “tall hunt.
ress’’ afterward chosen by the Greeks to |
represent their mountain-goddess, but
was more like the idols of the far East, »
an emblematic form of head and neck |
and many breasts above, terminating in
a shapeless block below. In the cere.
monies attending the worship of Diana
little portfdble images, miniature resem- |
blances, models, s0 to speak, of the
larger ghrines and idols, were carried in
processions ; and often set up as house- |
hold gods. A lucrative trade, therefore,
naturally sprung up in Ephesus in the
manufacture and salc of these shrines. |
Few would be apt to visit Ephesus with- |

|
|

out bearing away with them a memorial |
of her goddess and a model of her tem-
ple. These works of idolatrous art were
borne all over the shores of the Medit-
terranean, and far into Asia. The wor-
ship of Diana was recognized all over,

' ted and directed.

the world. Acts xix. 27.

ExrosrrioN. — “The power of the
word” preached by Paul at Ephesus, is
presented in to-day’s lesson as appear-
ing (1) in obedience-to it, (vss. 17-20) ;
(2) in planning for it (vss. 21-22); (3)
in resistance to it (vss. 23-28).

I. The Obedience. Verses 17-20. The
“fear” of vs. 17 is not mentioned as an
immediate effect of Paul's preaching
and a consequent evidence of its power,
but rather of the words and deeds of a
demoniac under immediafe inspiration
of a demon. Vss. 13-16. But such was
the connection of that affair with both
the miracles and the preaching of the
apostle, as to show vividly that God was
present in mighty power, compelling
even demons to attest the gospel as
being of God. =

In vs. 18 the power of the word as
attested is presented, as seen in five par-
ticulars. (1) Belief, or faith, involving
the acceptance of Jesus Christ in love
as Lord, Saviour, Redeemer; (2) the
great number of believers (“ many”);
(3) their voluntary coming from their
own old associates to the apostie and his
fellow laborers; (4) their “confession’
or, rather complete confession, for such
is the import of the original ; (5) their
complete revelation (showed) of their
works, especially of Satanic deception
under the pretence of supernatural div-
ination. The event of vss. 13-16 was
calculated to influence especially the
class involved in that business, and did,
as the next verses show.

. The class of persons in vs. 19 are not
époken of as believers, nor is the act
attributed to them necessarily an act of
Christian faith. ‘ The “ books’’ contained
their mysteries ; that is;, magical signs,
formulas of incantation, nostrums, and
the like. The “piece of silver” is un-
derstood to be the Roman denarius or
“ penny” of the gospels, worth about
fifteen cents, the whole sum being thus

$7,500 in our currency—a large :
but “ books” were then not printed but

written, and hence comparatively

and dear, while suck books would natu-
rally have been rated peculiarly high,
because of their nature and use.

The twentieth verse presents the ef-
fects of which vs. 19 is an instance as a
permanent continuous proeess — was
growing (not * grew’’) was prevailing.
It is naturally connected with Paul’s
words in 1 Cor. xvi. 8, 9.

IL The Plan. Vorses 21, 22. In
nothing is the power of God’s word more
clearly seen than in its effect upon
Paul’s own mind. From 1 Cor. xvi. 8, 9,
it. seems that this increase of labor, and
the rising of opposition with it carrying
the prospect of resistance, induced Paul
to stand longer by his post, while yet his
love for absent churches and Christians
was 80 great that he at the same time
planned and wrote for them, and even
robbed himself of his very best helpers
(vs. 22). His purpose to visit Rome and
brave the perils of that centre of world-
ly empire and heathen power, was heroic
(compare Rom. 1. 10-15); but was ae-
complished otherwise than he anticipa-
ted, xxvii., xxviii. He intended to carry
the word even to Spain. Rom. xv. 23, 24.
[t is to be added to the two years and
three months already noticed (vss. 8§,
10), to make up the three years of xx.
31.  As to Timothy see xviii. 5; 1 Cor.
wv. 17-19. On Erastus, 2 Tim. iv. 20
(not Rom. xvi. 23).

I11. The Resistance. Verses 23-28,
It is very similar to that at Phillippi.
Lesson VII. xvi. 22-34. As there, it
came not from Jewish but from Gentile
influence—was instigated by one man
from a selfish motive, and was carried
out by fanatical zeal, fraudulently exci-
That which is new
in this case relates rather to the inci

' dental than to the essential.

The instigator, Demetrius, was clearly
an influential man, and doubtless an

| extensive manufacturer and dealer in
. the shrines. The artizans [craftsmen]
' and “ workmen” of all kinds connected

with and dependent upon the business,

- were_ called together and made to see
' that Paul’s business and theirs were not

mutually helpful.
theirs declined.

Paul’'s success Demetrius may have
somewhat exaggerated for effect (vs. 26)
but his words well with vss, 21-23,

As his prospered,

| and would have failed of effect unless he

had been known to be substantially true.
The speech of Pawl.at Athens will

enable us to understand the last words

of the 26th verse ; but to bring out its

force as spoken by -Demetrius, it should

Xe ntd‘ranslawd which are being made by
ands.

—Abridged from the Baptist Teacher.

Sunpay, September 23rd, 1877.—Paul
at Miletus.—Acts xx. 17-32.

GoLpeN Texr.—“ For we preach not
ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord;
and ourselves your servants for Jesus’
sake.”—2 Cor. iv. 3. .

The Stgry of the Lesson.

FOR THE PRIMARY OLASS,

The people of Ephesus saw that what
Paul told them of Jesus was true. ‘Many
came and told Paul how they had wicked-
ly pretended to charm away disease :
and they brought their books about
magic and burned them before all the
people. The people now listened to the
word of God, which grew more and more
powerful. A silversmith, named Deme-
trius, tried to hinder Paul. He made
little silver houses, like the great temple
.of Diana, of which many were sold. He
called all the workmen of his trade to-
gether, and told them that Paul had
persuaded so many people that images
made with hands were not gods, that
there was danger of their business
coming to an end, and even that worship

stopped. They were very angry, and
cried out, “ Great is Diana of the Ephe-
sians.” The whole city was quickly filled
with confusion ; every one rushed to the
theatre, which held at least thirty thou-
sand people, though the greater part of
them knew not what the matter was.
They caught two of Paul’s companions ;
but when Paul would have gone in and
spoken to the people, the disciples would
not let him, and the ten chief men sent
to beg him not to go. For two hours
the crowd shouted. * Great is Diana of
the Ephesians.” But at last the town-
clerk made himself heard, and quieted
them. :

N
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R ki .. From The Day of Rest.
DORA’S BOY.

»

BY MRS. ELLEN ROSS.

(To be Continued.)
CHAP, XXXVIL—A STREET ACCIDENT..

To Matthew’s great amusement Doro-
thy Sharp began about this time to be
very troublesome on Hugh's behalf. She
was persistent’ig enquiring what he was
going to do with the bay. It was high
time, she thought, that he had a business
put in his fingers, or was set in the way
of earning money somehow.

‘You're oncommon concerned about
a boy, that has got nothin’ to do with
you, Mrs. Sarah,’ observed Matthew, with
a merry twinkle in his eye. ‘Nowg I
should ha thought you might have ob-
served since you've bin about this
place, that I cares enough for him t,
see to it that he’s pervided for in the
futur’, without anyhody puttin’ in a
.spoke for him. Eh?

Dorothy looked rather uncomfortable
as she replied, * Well, men don’t always
think of these things as they ought to.
You may think it's time enough yet,
but I don’t. S’pose anything happened
to you before you got him settled for life
what 'ud become of the boy as you seem
to like so much ?’

¢ Why, he’d have “to look out for his
granny, | s’'pose,” answered Matthew
promptly ; ‘and like enough she’d be
glad to look about and get him set up
for life.’

“Oh, Ah!" exclaimed Dorothy crossly,
for Mathew’s smiling indifference annoy-
ed her sorely. ‘I guess he’d have to look
about for his granny and provide for her
instead of she for him, and very right,
too. A pretty thing for old folks to have
to work for young ones as are strong
and able !’

‘ Well, that's what I'm doing, and 1
take a pleasurein it,’ answered Matthew.
‘ But don’t ‘you be too concerned, Mrs.
Sarah, about what don’t concern ye.
There’s the - bird-bisness for my little
chap if he likes to take to it ; and if he
don’t he shall do what he likes better.
I wish 1 knowed more about what he
takes most delight in, and that is draw-
ing,~cos | think money might be made
out o’ that when a chap’s so clever at it,
if only I knowed how to put him in the
way of it.’

‘What does he draw ?’ asked Dorothy,
trying to appear indifferent.

‘Oh, pretty nigh everything he takes

quiet at the counter a bit sometimes
| with his pencil and paper, and when I

| quite of himseif, but lately they’ve bin
| givin’ him lessons at school, and he's

in the great temple of Diana would be

‘Barnet, he*returned by the sama route

‘a fancy to,’ replied Matthew. ¢ He'll be

my old parrot or one 0’ the small fry as
neat as a whistle, and as like life as if a
lookin’-glass was put afore’em. And he
can draw flowers and trees, or anything
you may please to mention. He began

mighty pleased about it.’

¢ Oh, I.don’t s’pose he'll make money
at that,’ said Dorothy impatiently. ‘A
honest, straightforward business is the
thing, so that he’ll be earning certain’
and regular money.’

‘Well, we shall see,’ replied Matthew
complacently. ‘I hope Providence’ll
guide me to do do what’s wise for the
boy. At present I'm thankful to say it
ain’t urgent as he should be earnin’
money ; and when he needs to, I guess
we shall be showed which is the best
way to de it.’ E

Matthew was not concerned at all
about Hugh's future: he seemed to
think that things were always going as
smoothly and evenly with him as they
had done for years past.. No anticipa-
tion of disaster or change disturbed him;
and he was in no hurry to take Hugh
from school and put him to business,
being loth to move in the direction
which might possibly tend to separate
them,—which must inevitably separate
them, he thought, if Hugh did not
take to the bird.-business. As yet the
day was far, far distant but: Matthew
could not contemplate it even in the far-
off future without shrinking. However,
he might have spared himself all anx-
ious considerations and forebodings on
the boy’s -behalf ; for his course was to
be shaped by circumstances over which
they had no control. One day in De-
cember Matthew had an errand again to
Mr. Barnett’s house at the West-end. It
was drawing near to the Christmas holi-
days, and Hugh was so busy at school,
that no mention was made of his accom-
panying him this time. Matthew start-
ed out directly after dinner, at the same
time that his boy started for school;
and locking the door and putting the
key in his pocket, he told Hugh that he
should be back before his school was out,
and away they went in different direc-
tions. 3

It was an intensely frosty day. The
sky was clear, and the sunshine was en-_
livening, though it did not perceptibly
warm anything that it shone upon, nor
disperse the slight, bluish mists that
hung about distant objects. There had
been a thaw the day before, which at
night was frozen, so that now the roads
and pathways were as slippery as glass,
and excepting where earth and sand had
been strewn about wulking for man and
beast was both difficult and dangerous.
Matth. was comfortably attired in a long
great-coat with a woolen comforter round
his neck, and away he went on the top
a 'bus through the roaring city, and on
to Grosvenor Square.

Having performed his errand to MY

homewards. Remembering that he had
to call at a shop in Cornhill he got down
off the 'bus at the Royal Exchange. The
sun had gone down, leaving the horizon
to the south-west crimson and purple.
Gas-lamps were glimmering palely in the
beautiful light ; and the shops were rap-
idly becoming brilliant with gas-jets
Early contingents of city men were get-
ting home, and the roads were densely
crowded with cabs and heavily laden
'busses.

Matthew had safely swung himself
down oft the 'bus, and was making for
the further pavement with more speed
than caution, when his foot slipped, and
he fell heavily to the ground, unnoticed
by a lorryman who suspected something
wrong when his empty lorry jerked over
some obstruction, and a shout rose above
the clamour of the traffic, ‘ Heave-ho !
there’'s a man under !’

It was a very common accident ; and
‘the on-lookers thought but little of it

when they saw that, far from being killed,
Matthew got up, and with nothing amiss
but his right farm hanging helplessly,
with blood dripping from the coat-sleeve
a face white as death with agony, and
mouth firmly set, he made his way to
the pavement, and went and stood for.
a moment beside one of the shops, lean.
ing heavily against the wall.

-A small knot of sympathizing persons
gathered round him, and one and an-
other eagerly directed him to the near-
esthospital. At the mention ofthe wotd a
shudder passed over him, as if they had

-goes to 100k1 biégt if he haven’t hit off

“yoice.

mentioned the workhouse., He grew

" SEPTEMBER 12. 1877

——

faint with pain, and with sudden appre.
hension of dark days of suffering to come:
and he felt a sense of relief when he saw
a gentleman step out of a brougham,and
come up to enquire what was the matter.,
It was a doctor; and after gently feeling
the injured limb, and causing Matthew
unimagined agony, he said it was more
than a broken arm, and he should go at
once to the hospital. :

‘Noj; I'll go home, if anybody ’l1 call
me a cab; and if you'll please to come
after me, doctor, and set me to rights,’
said Matthew, in a low but determined
‘I've got a little chap there as |
can’t leave, he added, ‘so home must
be my hospital.’

‘1 will drive you in my brogham;
how far is it ?’ said the humane doctor.,
Matthew gladly accepted this offer, and
gave his address. And kind, unknown
hands helped him into the carriage,
which, however, he would not enter un-
til he had got out his large red cotto
hankerchief and covered it over his hau}
and coatsleeve to prevent the blood
dropping about.

‘ How long d’ye think I'll be laid up
sir ? he enquired anxiously of the doe-
tor as they drove along.

‘I cannot say until I know the extent
of your injuries,’ replied the doctor.
‘ In matters like this we must always
hope for the best, you know.’ \

At a few minutes past four Hugh
went bounding home from school, keep-
ing his feet on the frozen ground where
more cautious people were slippingabout
perilously. Finding, when he got to the
shop, that Matthew had not returned,
he went up and down the street for some
time, whistling lightheartedly, and keep-
ing time with his feet to the tune he
was whistling. Happy at home, happy
at school where he did his work enthu-
siastically, with not a care on his' mind
but & heart full of contentment and
thankfulness, how little he thought that
the cloud was already spreading over his
sky which was to change golden bright-
ness into grey! But so it was: things
were to be no more with him as they had
been ; his pleasant school-days ended
that afternoon; his happy, carelesss
boyhood, free from anxiety and sorrow,
ended also that day. Many a month
and year would have to roll by before he
would again whistle just as light-heart-
edly as he was now doing, waiting about
for Matthew.

(To be continued.) ;
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The two Bills.

- ———— e

A FABLE.

Two bills were waiting in the bank
for their turn to go out into the world.
One was a little bill, only one dollar;
the other was a big. bill, a thousand
dollar bill.

While lying there side by side, they
fell a-talking about their usefulness.
The dollar bill murmured out : :

‘“Ah, if- I were as big as you, what
good I would do! I could move in such
high places, and people would be so
careful of me wherever 1 should go!
Everybody would admire me, and want
to take ymé home with them ; but small
as | am, what good can I do? Nobody
carées much for me. I am too little to
be of any use.”

“Ah, yes! that is so,” said the
thousand dollar bill ; and it haughtily
gathered up its well-trimmed edges that
were lying next the little bill, in eon-
scious superiority. ‘ That is so,” it re-
repeated. *‘If you were as great as I
am, a thousand times bigger than you
are, then you might hope to do some
geod in the world.”. And its face smiled
a wrinkle of contempt for the little
dollar bill. :

Just then the cashier comes, takes
the «little, murmuring bill, and kindly
gives it to a poor widow.

“ (od bless you!” she cries, as with a
smiling face she reteives it. “ My dear
hungry children ¢an now have some
bread.”

A thrill of joy ran through the little
bill as it was folded up in the widow’s
hand, and it whispered, “ I may do some
good, if 1 am small.”” And when it saw
the i)right faces of her fatherless chil-
dren, it was very glad that it could do a
little good.

Then the little dollar bill began its
journey of usefulness. It went first to
the baker’s for bread, then to the mil-
ler’s, then to the farmer's then to the
laborer’s, then to the doctor’s, then to
the minister’s, and then to the printer’s ;
and wherever it went it gave pleasure
adding something to their comfort and
joy.
At last, after a long, long pilgri
of usefulness among every sort of people
itcame back to the bank again, crum led
defaced, ragged, softened by its daily
‘use. Seeing the thousand-dollar bill

lying there, with scarcely a wrinkle or -

nger-mark upon it, it exclaimed :
“Pray, sir, and what has been your
mission of usefulness?”’ :

The big bill sadly replied: “ I have
been from safe to safe among the rich
where few could see me, and they were
afraid to let me go out far, lest I should
be lost. Few indeed are they whom I
have made happy by my mission.” The
little dollar bill said; “It is better to
be small and go among the multitudes
doing good than to be so great as to be
impnisioned in the safes of the few.”
And it rested satisfied with its lot.

Morar.—~The doing well of little
every day fluties makes one the most
useful and happy.— Well Spring.
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