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Sunpay, November 1&&, 1877. —JAlmoet
Persuaded. —--Acts xxvi. 21- .Q

CoMMIT T0°MEMORY : Vss. 24—29.

GoLpEN TexT.—* ThenwAgrippa said
unto, Paul, Almost thou persuadestme
to be a Christian.”—Acts xxvi. 2&

DaiLy Reapivcs.— Monday, Acts xXxvi.

21.32. Tuesday, vs, 22; Luke xxiv.
13-53. ednesday, vs. 25 James i.
16:27. Thursday, vs. 273 Matthew ii.

16-23. Friday, vs. 273 Tuke xxiii. 6:25.
Saturday, vs. 27 ; Acts xii. Surday, vs.
28.;

Anavysis.—I. Murderous Jewish de-
“ signs. Vs. 21. II. Paul's coniinuous
“Rdelity. Vss. 22, 93." TII. Accused of
“madness. Vs. 24. IV. Paul tot mad
but sober. Vss. 25-27. V Agrzppq dis-
posed to jest. Vss, 28, 29

QuEesTioNns.— Whowas Herod the Great,
and of what crueltiés was he esnl 0{
“Who was the Herod that behead n

- the Baptist and that examined Jesus by
*'Pilate’s request ?  Who was the Herod
" ‘that put to death James and imprigoned
: .Peter? What was his end? Who was
.1the Herod now on a visit to Festus ?
"' V. 21. What were some of Paul’s
_affences in the eyes of the Jews ? Where
had he violated the Jewish law? Where,
the Jewish temple ? Where, the laws
of Rome ?

V&. 22. How is Paul’s hfety up to
this time to be ac for? Does
“small and great’ refer to age or to-
rank ?

* " V&, 24. How did’ Feitus interrapt
Paul? Was Festus-serious in makmg
this charge ?

Vs, 25. Does Paul take offence at the
charge of Festus ? How does-he show
his self-possession?-

¥s.  26. How does he show great
* courtesy ?" To whose conscience does he
appeal ?

Vs."28. What does Aprippa now'say ?
Is he serious ?

Vs. 29. What is Paul's earnest wish ?
What. is meant ' by bonds? What is
Agrippa’s decision? Vss, 30-32.

Tar HerobniaN Famiry.—It is well to
know who the Herod Agrippa 11 we are
studying about in this lesson was. This
dynasty was founded by a descendant
of Esau. The Herods were Idumeans
in ancestry ; but though aliens in race,
they had b®n brought over to John
Hyreanus (8. ¢. 130), The general policy
of the Herodian family was to found a
great. and independent kingdom, in
which the power of Judaism should sub-
....serve. to the consolidation of a state. It
“'sought the protection of Rome, but

aimed at independent empire in the
‘' Past. " The members of the Herodian

family who are mentioned in the Gospels
. andiin the Actsare: 1. Herod the Great,
son of Antipater, procurator of Judea
Julius Ceesar (B ¢, 47).  His reign was
marked by terrible bloodshed in his
own family. He caunsed the slaughter
of the infants of Bethlehem. ' Matt. ii

16-18. II.. Herod Antipas,son of Herod
the Great. He beheaded John the Bap+-
tist. Matt. xiv. 4, ete. To hm\, when

celebrating the passover at Jerusalem,
Pilate sent Jesus for examination. Luke
xxiil. 6, etc. He was capricious, de-
spotic,  sensual, superstitious, ' IIL
Archelaus, like Antipas, a son of Herod
the Great: The kingdom designed for
Antipas was left tohim. Hence, Joseph's
retreat from Egvpt to Galilee. Matt. ii.
22. 1V. Herod Agrippa I, a grandson
of Herod the Great. He was brought
up at Rome. He put to death James,
and imprisoned Peter. Aects xii. 1, etc.
In A. ». 44, after being saluted as a god,
he was carried from the theatre in
" Ceesarea-to his palace, and died, after
five days of suffering, in great agony,
V. Herod Agrippa II, a son of Herod
Agrippa 1. About A. p. 50 the emperor
Claudius gave him the kingdom of
Chalcis in Northern Palestine. He
built costly buildings at Beirut and
Jerusalem. His relation to Bernice,
his sister, was the cause of grave sus-
picion. After the fall of Jerusalem he
retired with Bernice to Rome, where
he died in the third year of Trajan
(a. . 100), being the last prince of the
house of Herod. This was the man who
was permitted to hear the inipassioned
words of the apostle, and who was cold

ough in temper to take part_after-
‘w:rd in thé ‘destraction’of his Mn

ExrosiTION --Onr present  lesson con-

tains the close of Paul’s plea; the ex,“
cmdrm;nnnplyofm; -

the’ comment of Agrippa; Paul's re-
Joinder. y

Luke xiii. 22 35. T3

fls

I. Paul to the Assembly. Verses 22,
23.—Paul brings out with designed con-
trast what the Jews had done and at-
tempted for his destruction ; what God
had done, and was doing for his pre-
servation ; and in consequence what he
himself had continued to do, and was
at that very instant doing in God's
service.

The “ causes” of both the persecu-
tion and the preservation, were the

| facts of vss. 19, 20; namely, his.obedi-

ence to God, in bedoming (1) a disciple
of Christ, (2) a'préacher of Christ, and{
(3) an 'apostle of Christ, even'to ‘the
Gentiles. The attempt to kill, in vs.

22, is that described in xxi. 27-31. In
the next attempt (xxiii. 10), there was

“the Jews,” as such were the' aggres-
8Ors.

a.amlt enemies, and was given because of

22).

The design_and effect of the ! help’
and consequent preserva.’aon were Paul’s
testimony for Christ. Vs, 22." “'To small
and _great,” usually to. the %gmall”;’
that is, the  untitled many (1 Cor. i.
26) ; but occasionally, as at:that mo-
ment, to the '“great,” the King and
queen, the procurator and wife, and all
the nobility and grandees of the capital.
The Old Testament .is cited because
Agrippa held the Jewish faith, and be-
cause the plea was to prove zthtt Paul
had not broken with the Jewish Scrip-

I1. Festus to ~Paul. Verse 24 —An
exclamation, but apparently not ag in-
terruption. Doubtless the solemn earn-
estness of Paul’s manner, not less than
his facts and doctrine, moved him to it.
The. * loud voice” betrayed strong
emotion, . To a Roman, visions and re-
surrechons,and the presence and agency
of spirits might seem as nonsensical as
to a modern Materialist, and such a life
as Paul’s.all governed by a down-right
belief of such things he took as:the.
frait of insanity. See 2 Cor. v. 13.
Paul’s fame as a scholar [“much learn-
ing”] was doubtless well known to
Festus. ' SBee xxii. 3; 2 Tim. iv.

II1. The Dzsavowa.l Verses 27 -
Ta vindicate beth himself and the
goepel. he first squarely denied what
Festus aﬂirmed, yet in terms of utmost
respect and kindness,bringing no charge |
of lying or of ignorance—simply siating
the fact in the plainest and kindest way.
So much ' depends upon manner! even
Agrippa, the honored and royal guest of
Festus, oduld bear 'him jwitness. In
verse 26, * these things,” and * this
thing,” designate the death and resur-
rection of Christ. The great publicity
of the facts was due to the place (Jern-
salem), the time (the Passover), and
the circumstances.

To assume that Agrippa knew and
would attest the facts was compliment-
ary to the king, and reasonable in view'
-of-his-long and intimate relations with
the nation. The question, ‘ Believest
thou the prophets,” seems to be an im-
plied appeal to him to admit alse Paul’s
doctrine.  Agrippa’s faith was well
known,; and Paul understood that he
was not ashamed of it.

IV. Agrippa to Paul. Verse 28.—

All authorities agree that the word,
“ almost,” is a wrong translation. Thé
literal rendering is “in a little,” ete.
Dr. Hackett, and probably most scholars,
understand, “in a little time” ; that is,
quickly art thou persuading me. Some
“in [or with] little effort.” In either
case the answer is regarded as ironical.
You bring me to promounce for your
facts and faith at once. Agrippa had
nothing against him, and none of the
persecuting bigotry (vs. 32), but to avow
himself a “ Christian” [a word of re-
proach] was another matter altogether.
He put the whole matter away in a
pleasant manner, as being quite out of
the question—he a king, to become a
Ohristi@n ! evem me thou art persuading
to become a Chnttm.n in some little
degree.

1 afraid, T will trust in thee.”’—Ps. lv1 3.

no arrest, and the Sadducees, but notJ TR

God’s “ help,” here, is aid for defcnce |

the hoetlle attempts (“ therefore,'” vs. |

does not covet suffering for its own sake.
Singular self control, urbanity, and fidel-
ity.

— Abrid ged from the Baptist Teacher.

Sunpay, November 25th, 1877.—Paul
in the Storm.—Acts xxii. 14-26

GoLpEN Text.—“What time I am

Q-w —

The Story af the Lesson.’

| FOR THE rnnumr OLASS. ‘_
In his speech, Paul went on 'to say
that God had helped him to ‘teach the

phéts | had, said . would | happen-+that
L-Ghmvt—-ohov.rld suﬁ‘er, and then be t.he

w‘a‘

ad.” Buf. ; 'Kk‘iip a’
W’cl&edihzm was ' aJ%v, and had' Been |
teught all these things. So Paul said,’
" I“_dqu not mad, most ndble Festus, but
speak words of h‘iﬁh a8 ﬁ:ek}ék ﬁ;owe
for ‘these ‘tHirigs ‘were not ‘done in a.
corner.” 'Then, turning to ‘Agrippa, he’
asked, “King Agrippa, beliévest thou
the prophets? I know that thou

behevect.” Then, perthe “Paul would

have said, “ If you do, how can you help |

believing that Jesus is the Savionr they |
told of ?” But Agrippa replied, mocking-
ly, “ Almost thou persuadest me ‘to be
-a-Christian.” And Paul snswered in
earnest, holding up his chained hands,
“1 pray to God that hot only thou, but.
also all who hear me this day, were not
only almost, but altogether, such  as I
am, e:tcepi these bonds.” The King
quickly r rose, to keep from hearing more ;
and his kister and Festus: followed

3‘1&(’3 $nia[. X
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From The Day qf' Rat.
DOBA’B BOY.

things which both Mosés' and’ the ‘pro- |

MWMf‘ e:

| quiéker, and''his’ dilating ' eyes ' asked

broken, 1111terabe fashion that he prayed; |
but the yearnings came from the depths
of his heart, and were such prayers as

He felt perfectly calm when he had
cast his burden on the Lord, and left
Him to undertake for him; and he
awaited with composure and resignation
Hugh'’s return, and the decision which
he was determined should be made by |
‘Hugh. When the lad entered he hung
up his hat, came and sat down right
opposite to = Matthew, and looked
earnestly into  his culm and serious |
face.

““'Well, Mr. Pedder, have you been
decndmg for me in this quiet solitude ?’
he ‘asked, plea.satitly : .

. No, my lad ;. you shall dedide

-4 Well, then, T have. ecided,’ replied
Hugh At which' Matthew’s heart beat |

‘eagerly for the detisiod. ‘1n’the first
place, Hugh went on, ‘1 am thoroughly

|'determined that. I'will néver leave you
as long as you.live, Mr. Pedder,—my |

truest. friend, my best earthly friend !
‘Matthew’s face flushed; and he looked:
down on  the floor, winking ‘his ‘eyes
hard, ‘And I should like my grand-
,mother to decide for 'h which of

4wo things' she will do,’ Hugh added,

preténding not to observe Matthew’s
emotion ; ¢ either that she shall continue
to live whete she likes, ‘while we allow
her 80 much a week to live on; or else
if you can bring yourself to agree to it,
Mr; Pedder—that she shall' come and
1ivé with us down in'the country*

_‘Matthew's relief at being assured that, |

.heludnottoput with his boy was so0
great that at that moment he felt he
' eould endure fifty Dorothys, so long as
he had Hugh. So he answered readily,
butin a tremulous yoice, ‘ Surely, surely,
‘let her ¢ome and 'live with ns, if she
likes.’

He felt completely overwrought, and .

' ,{some concern, fancying that he was dis

BY HRB ELLEN ROSS,

Matthew bad spent a most uncom- |
fortable aftemoon dlu'mg Hugh’s ab-
gence, tﬂnk'mfg deeply all the while.
Onge he carfie to the conclusion that he
ought to set;Hugh entirely free to go

and; livey with Dorgthy, ?ﬂhﬂ? he re-
mained in the -old place, trymg to get

out of his eq,bmlp scanty
living for h mse e
But while do___g s0"'he felt as if he,
was dooming himself {0, spmething as
terrible as solitary confinement, or penal,
servitude ;; for his ' 'bird-selling "had’
. gradually become almost as distasteful
an occupation to him as it was to Hugh.
Commiseration for his little prisoners
had so far been arousad that it made
him uncomfortable tosee the wings pent
up, which God made to cleave the sunny
air in joyous freedom. This was the
chief reason why he did not replenish
his stock when it slowly dwindled away,
And when success came to Hugh, and
the pleasant proposal was made that
they should go and live in the country,
Matthew hailed it with an eager delight
which he so little betrayed that Hugh
‘never suspected it, But now instead of
its fulfilment being at hand, it seemed
to Matthew that there was only blank
disappointment, and that he would have
to suffer a deprivation which completely
daunted his sturdy, self-reliant nature.
He bowed his head in his hands in the
silence of that golden September after-
noon, as he sat beside a small fire, with
his cat cosily purring at his feet ; and he
groaned within himself, not feeling that
the solemn words were misapplied, ¢ If
it be possible, let this cup pass from me.
Yet not my. will, but Thine be done !’

Then he prayed at greater length ; for
Matthew had learned to pray, and had
many a time experienced the blessed-
ness of holding communion with the
Unseen. Xup a time it might have

x. 1.

For the phrase “would to God,

to be m“bond‘" for their f4ith. He

a more  literally rendering is, “ 1 coul 1
pray to God.” 1 John.v. 16. Theses
of the tompany evidently were as littleT"

recexve Christ as Agnppe., ~
. m God, Dot doubtingly, but with

ds and helpless
ily in the darkness,

» Mupmd otreutbened'
wllm,-tn. before, all was dim,
st last anid e/ gduld

blessed faith that he was heard; and |
thatthe answer would he wisé and kind,

‘ptressed at the -thought 'of .Dorothy’s
Crar. XLVL—A WgLooME Dmxsrou 4

{'‘coming to*live with.them. Presently
he saw him stealthily draw hig handker-
chief from his pocket and ‘hold it to his
face. Hugh could keep silence no
longer: he went and stood at his left

Matthew’s arm, be said; “I'm afraid this
arrangement distresses you, sir.’
' Matthew ‘tured  quiekly round on

| him, bis' face' radidnt “though tedrful,|

and amlpmed, ‘God bless ye, my lad!
I’'m only a bit upset cos. I'm ;80 glad and
thartkful as you ain’t'goin’ to leave me!
Bless me !’ he added, as he vigorously
mopped his face, ‘I'm sure I must be
gettin’ old to be such & Betty ! It.ain’t
like ' Matthew to be snivellin’ in this
fashion. But ye know I've bin bringin’
my mind to give yg up, my lad, and now
I finds you won’t give me up, it's a little
‘bit too much, that’s all !’ y

Hugh put his hand caressingly round
to Matthew’s right shoulder, and said
tenderly, ‘No, dear Mr. Pedder, I could
no’ more give you up than you could
give me up. 'We must try tolive happily
all together.’

‘ I'm gettin’ a old chap now, and 80’s
Dorothy,’ responded Matthew. ‘We're
both nigh to the bottom of the hill so if
we don’t manage to live jest like turtle-
doves, why it won’t be long as we shall
werret ye.’

¢ Ah, but I hope it wrll WOrry or no
worry I’  execlaimed Hugh. Then to
divert Matthew’s mind and cheer him
up a little, Hugh chatted away about
his walk and talk with Lisa.

¢ Ay, poor hittle Lisa !’ said Matthew,

could not utter another word. He tried |
{hard . to oontrol himself, bit his lip,
{ fidgeted on his chair, and finally got up | ¢
: to look‘out of the window into'the close
: back yard. Hugh watched him with

side, and _gently :laying his band on}

A -—*“‘“\

- wards nine oolook Lisa entered the .
shop, rosy with raprd walking, and g

_  said rather excitedly, ‘ Look here, Hugh,
‘move the arm that moves the world.’ | I've been getting our forewoman to look

me up some soiled violets, and prim.
roses, and anemones today, and I egn

group them almost as well as real Oneg, -

Look, what d’you think of that for yéii
design?’ And with a few light toucheg
she arranged them in a delicate mnning
pattern on the counter.
Hugh's face glowed with enthus
and he exclaimed delightedly, * L"“'n
as-certain ' that'll bring me success, as
that the sun' will rise to-morrow 1" -
(f’o be continued. )
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‘It Stings.”

1% How pretty 1 cried lrtble Bam, B8
| his little fat hand 'grasped s Mch‘-bf
white lilae which gréw near thé 'gate'of
his ' father's house. The next mo&mt
the éhild’s face grew red with '

and he dashed the lilac to the ground
shrxekmg, “1t stings ! it stings |"

What made itsting? It wasa hnght,
beeutlful and sweet-smelling - flower,
How oould it hurt the child’s hand ? I
- will tell you.

A merry little bee, in aem'ch of 8
dinner, had just pushed his nose
among the lilac blossows, . und was
sucking the nectar from it most heartily
‘when Sammy’s eager grasp disturkied
him; 80 being vexed with the. Uhﬂd, he
stung him. 'That's how Sammy’ 's h#;d
came to be hurt.

Sammy’s mother washed the wonnd
with hartshora ; and when the pain was
gone, she md, “ Sammy, my: dear, let
‘this teach you that many pretty thiip
‘hlve very sharp stings.”

‘Let every child take note of this :
Many pretty things have sharp stings.
‘"It may save them from being cmgrf
they keep this truth in mind.

Sin often makes-itself appear yery
attractive. A boy once went to a cireus
‘because the horses were handsome and
their riders gay ; but he learned bad

habits there, and thus that pretty i.h;ng ;

—the circus—stung him, : 0

A girl once took a luscious pw from
a basket and ate it.

“ Have you eaten one?” a.sked her
mother, pleasantly-

' Fearing she would not . get another if
she said “ Yes,” she wickedly replied,
“No.” Bhe got another pear, but felt
so.stung that she couid not sleep.

. Thus you see that sin, however plea-
gant it looks, stings, and that sberﬁly
It stings  fatally. = The . Bible 8ays :
“The sting of death is sin.” | Never
forggt that ‘‘ many pretty things have
very sharp stings,”” and be ecareful how
you touch them — Youny Reapcr

L e ]

SuinToisM.—President Clark, of the
Massachusetts State Agriculture College,
who has just returned from Japan, gave
his impressions of the people of Am-

herst on Stinday evening, Among other
things he said :

willing to do right. I never saw a quar-
rel in Japan, and never saw nor heard
of a Japanese student in America, or Ja-

an accused of immorality.' T sé

rom a thousand young men the stu-
dents for the college there, and never
knew one of them that would mlliugl
offend his teachers. The Japanese wi
walk right up like men and be Christians.
I have great faith in a people that have
such aspirations, They have great
acity for usefulness in the conversro?of
the world, and are the men of all others
to be missionaries in China. Until last
vear Shintoism has been the State r%lig-

18

ion since 600 years before Christ,
a sort of natural religion, and they wor-
ship the Sun God, and thn igion,

heathenism, or whabever it is, has n?d
Japan what it is. Since 600 years before
Christ, when the fine Mikado reigned,
they have all been from the same family.

when he had finished, ¢ it do seem hard
to leave her, poor lass! But, as you
say, Hugh, we must run up and see her |
sometimes if the 'chequer 'll allow it.’

*Oh, we'll make the exchequer allow
it I’ laughed Hugh. v

When they went out to service to-
gether after tea they had both almost
recovered their usual good spirits.

The next day Dorothy paid them a
brief visit, and . coldly decided .fo. go

So far their Satiive was mnppdoutr'"
1.”.“1'

beforetlmh; end e next’

Jfaken, was, {0 wmw'ou

orl:mhqthm village. ... | ..
s |

whatever'it might be. It was in & very

: Of all heathen religions Shintoism is the
| least objectionable, and if I éver become
a heathen I shall be a Shintoist.

-—-———

PRE-HISTORIC 'l‘ums.—-Tbe operation
of the law which has eversince cpea-
tion of man diminished the races of
animals which, from their size or venom,

would have proved futal to his 88,
is’ illustra by the decline of ti

and of deadly snakes as high cultivation
extends in India. “And yet the death

with them into Kent! ' ¢ It'snothing but | rate in the latter country is said tlo ‘be
| e i g A M
oan rént a oottage T should go and'Keep | ‘ /

bouse for him:’ . at *a

tha levbnifig of theigame day. %o | €

The Japanese are a people, eble and

-4



