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The Glvistian Fessenger, 

Bible Lessons for 1877. 

STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL. 

§ — 

SUNDAY, April Voth, 1877.—Naaman the 

Leper.—2 Kings v. 1-14, 

Coir To MeEvory. Vs. 10-14. 

GorpeN Texr.—* Wash me, and I 

shall be whiter than snow.” —Psalm 1i. 7. 

Daiy ReapiNes.—Monday, 2 Kings v. 

1-14. Tuesday, vs. 1; Numbers xii. 

Wednesday, vs. 5; Esther vi 7-14. 

Thursday, vs: 10 ; John ix. 1-41. Fri: 
day, vs. 11 ; Luke xvii, 11-19. Saturday, 

vs. 12; 1 Corinthians i: 1831. Sunday, 
vs. 14; Joshua vi. 3-20. 

ANaLysis.—I. Help needed. Vs. 1. 
II. Help suggested. Vss. 2-4. Il. 
Help sought. Ves. 5-7. IV. Help 
offered. Vss. 8-10. V. Help rejected. 

1.. Help obtained. Vss. 13, 14. 

QuesTioNs.— What climates are pro- 
lific in skin diseases? What were some 
of the symptoms of leprosy as known to 
the Jews? How did they regard it? 
Vs. 1. How had Naaman, under God, 

been of service to Israel? How had his 
tness not saved him from sadness? 
8 honor purchase health ? 

Ve. 2. Where in these verses are tobe 
seen the cross ways of divine provi- 
dence? Why is it the glory of God to 
conceal a thing ? John xii. 7. 

Vs. 3. What hint have we of pious 
parental instruction ? 

Vs. 4. Was this reporter truthful ? 
Vs. 5. Can a thought of mercy ever be 
jectionable? SeeJohn x. Isitman’s 

ift of silver and gold, or God’s free 
dg grace, that will save his soul? 

ii. 24; R xi. B83 xxii 37. 
Eph. ii. 8; Isa. lv. 1. STE Ta 

V&. 7. Do we not, like Jehoram, often 
misjudge other people’s motives? 

Vs. 8. What occasion has Elisha to 
reproach Jehoram ? 

Vs. 9. How does Raaman come to 
Elisha? Is a man any better for being 
self-important ? . 

Vs.” 10. Why must Naaman plunge 
seven times? 

Vs. 11. Why was Naaman wroth? 
Vs. 12. What reply does Naaman 

make? How is human nature sfill like 
Naaman's ? 

Vs. 13. What great thing would not 
men do to besaved ? What great things 
do the heathen do? What the Mussul- 
mans? What the Roman Catholics? 
What simple tH#hg only must be done? 

Vs. 14. What must obedience be to 
be rewarded ? How do the . Gospels | 
report this miracle? Luke iv. 27. 

The Egyptian and Syrian climates are 
very prolific in skin diseases, especially 
in rainless atmospheres. The predom- 
inant and characteristic form of leprosy 
in Scripture is a white variety, coyering 
either the entire body or a Tatge tract of 
its surface ; such were the cases of 
Mosesy Miriam, Naaman, and Gehazi. 
Ex. iv 6.; Num. xii. 10; 2 Kings ¥ 1, 
27." The principal morbid features 
amongst the Levitical symptoms] (Lev. 

xiii. 14) are a rising or swelling, a scab’ 
or baldness, and a bright or white spot, 
but especially a white swelling in the 

skin, with a change of the hair of the 
part from the natural black to white or 
yellow, or an appearance of a taint'going 
deeper than the skin. The Hebrews 
regarded the disease as a living plague 
set in the man by the finger of God.” 

ExrosiTioN.— Verse 1.—A great man, 
etc. Held in the highest esteem, not 
simply for his official position, byt 
especially for his signal seryice. © By him 
the Lord [Jehovah] had given deliver- 
ance unto Syria. The Assyrian monu. 
ments show that “an Assyrian monarch 
had pushed his cohquests as far as Syria 
exactly at this period, bringing into sub- 
ection all the kings of these parts. But | 

~ his conquest was not permanent. Syria 
revolted after a few years, and once 
more made herself independent, in 
which condition she is found at the 
accession of the monarch’s son.” + It 
was probably in this war of independence 
that Naaman had distinguished himself.” 
A mighty man of valor. More literally, 
“a hero of strength,’”’ that is, a valiant 

- hero. To match and master Assyria 
must have required consummate ability. 
A leper. Neither office nor greatness 
serving as defence against that prevalent 
and dreaded foe, This leprosy was 
only partial, since vs. 11 speaks of it as 
confined to a *‘ place.” The Syrian law 
or customs evidently did not require the: 
lgper’s separation from society, as did 

Verse2.— The Syrians had gone out by. 
companies, etc. The close of the war 
described in 1 Kings xxii. must have 

left the kingdom of Israel peculiarly ex- 
posed to these incursions of armed and 

organized bands. A little maid. Stolen 

and sold or given to Naaman, 

Verse 3.—~Would God, etc. 

would seem to have been kindly treated 
by both her master and mistress, and to 

have felt very kindly tothem. HeY very 

strong language shows a deep interest. 

Verse 4.— One went in.—Rather * ke,” 

that is, Naaman “went in.” His Lord. 
The king was Naaman’s lord, as Naaman 

was lord of the maid. Thus and thus, 

etc. Repeating her words as in vs. 3. 
Little mouths can speak great truths. 

Verse 4.—Go to, go. * Go, depart,” 
that is, * By all'means, go, at once.” [I 
will send a letter unto the king of Israel. 
Po-insure for him a favorable reception, 

honorablg treatment; and every possible 
facility for accomplishing his errand. 
This shows that at this tim& the two 
kingdoms were at peace, despite all 

grievances and distrusts. He. departed, 
etc. Evidently without delay, showing 

an eagerness for cleansing. Bodily 

health is more desired than spiritual. 
Ten talents of silver. A talent is a 

weight “equal to about 93% lbs,’ and 
hence the value of this silver in coin 

would be about $16,500. Siz thousand 

She 

pieces of gold. Shekels instead of pieces, | 
and’ as 3,000 shekels made a talent, 

there were two talents of gold, estimated 
atabout $60,000 in cdin. Though “some 
think the gold shekel of the Jews cor- 
responded to the Persian daric.” If so, 
the amount would be about $34,000. 

Ten changes of raiment. Formerly, and 
still, a favorite kind of gift in the East. 
Gen, xli. 42. 

Verse 6.—Now when this letter, or a 
quotation from this letter, sent by Syria's 
king to. Igmeélls king Jehoram. The 
letter betrays ignorance of the relations | 
of Jehovah's prophéts to earthly kings. 
It assumes that tl prophet was merely 
a servant, perhaps a tool, of the kigg. 
Hence the letter runs * that thou may- 
est recover,” .etc., that is, through thy 
servant. As though Ged’s power were 
thus put at the disposal of Jeboram ! 
Verse T.—Rent his clothes, ete. The: 

usual sign of a sudden and strong emio- 
tion’ of grief, or rage. Am I God, ete. 
regognizing that only God had and could 
exercise suchpower. This language has 
by some been thought to imply that the 
kigg did not think of Elisha. It is quite 
as’ probable that it rather implies his 
knowledge that he. could not wind 
the a services. . Wherefore con- 
sider, ete. Addressed by'the king to his 
councillors. See 1 Kings xx. 7. ir | 
Bohs i distrustof thie rian | 
king,’ a ition «of ‘his | ior 
power. This suspicion betrays a know- 
lelga » of sthessfays in which are | 
often originated. A 

Verge 8am Hei sent, ctcy Elisha, as 
directed by the Spirit, moves first, and 
indeed . was. the first, who could give 
assurance of giving what Naaman asked. 
Wherefore bast thow rent thy clothes? A | 
suggestion that the king ought first to 
have consulted the prophet, to know 
whether the request could be granted. 
Let him come, etc. Implying the prom- 
ise of healing the leper. He shall know, 
etc. Speaking not for his own honor 
but for God's. 

Verse 9.—Describing the pomp with, 
which the great officer visited the 
humble prophet. | 

Verse 10~~Sent a messenger. Sent 
Greha#ri. He did not show the general 
the honor to come out in person. Elisha 
had to maintain God's honor, as Naaman 
did Syria's, and while Naaman stood 
thus upon his dignities the prophet felt, 
bound not to show, deference. 

Verse 11.—Naaman was wroth and 
went away. Failing to understand the 
prophet’s conduct, and taking it as a 
purposed slight and insult. Behold I 
thought, ete. Literally ¢ said within 
myself.” Showing that he had an idea 
of the suitable way—doubtless gathered 
from his knowledge of Syrian and other 
magicians. God's way in saving the 
soul is quite other than ways of man’s 
devising. 

Verse 12.—The water of these rivers 
of Damascus “ was brighter, clearer and 
colder than that of the Jordan.” He 
seems to have thought that the ctire was 
to come rather from some. virtue in.the 
means, than from immediate divine 
power : that if he were to ‘wash, the 
water, and not simply obedience, must 
be taken into account. 43 ; 
Verse 13..~His servants. Doubtless 

high military officers, but subordinate. 

o
o
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ation and affection. If the prophet, ete. 
Sound sense, which rage had prevented 

Naaman from exercising. These men 

seemed to see that obedience was the 

‘thing needed. Salvation from sin often 
turns on a decision with reference to 

some small thing. 

Verse 14.—Then he went, etc. Not 

ashamed to take reproof and advice from 
his subordinates. This obedience was 
prompt, and exact, and successful. So 
in doing God's will we get his blessing. 
— Baptist Teacher. 

SuxpAy, April 22nd, 1877.—Gehazi 
the Leper.—2 Kings v. 20-27. 

Select Serial. 
DORA’S BOY. 

"BY MRS. ELLEN ROSS. 
ee 

Cruar. IX. —Lisa MAURICE. 

... While Mrs. Haldane and her boy were 
enjoying Matthew Pedder’s hospitality, 
in his cosy back room, the little girl who | 
had given Hughie the halfpenny stood 
outside peeping furtively within, in the 
hope of seeing niore of the sweet singer 
and the little pale lad. fg os 
She was a thin, ill-clad child of about 

his own age, and her teeth chattered with 
cold as she kept peering into Matthew's 
shop. But ‘she was used to cold and ex- 
posure in all weathers, and she took the 
shivering as a matter of course, feeling 
that there was nothing to do but endure 
it bravely until warmer days should come 

She was an uncommon.looking child, 
with large, soft, black eyes, a profusion 
of lank black hair, which hung in disor 
derabouther thin swarthy face,hair which 
was, however, so fineand shining in tex- 
ture that it never looked a tangled mop | 
as the unkempt heads of some children 
do. An observant stranger would have 
pronounced her a foreigner; but. she 
was not wholly foreign. Her mother, 
who had been dead some time, was & 
French woman; a descendant’ of’ the 
Huguenots; who sought rejuge in this 
country after the massacre of Saint 
Bartholomew, and settled in Spitalfields 
as ‘silk-weavers. Her father was descend. 
ed from the same stock on the maternal 
side, but his father was an Englishman; 

| Hence little Lisa Maurice had more of 
French than English blood in her veins, 
and she had certain ‘very marked traits 
of French character, being of asanguine, 

| vivacious, demonstrative temperament, 
while at the same time she was/possessed 
of some of our best English characteris: | 
tics—self reliance, appreciation, of sober, | : 
homely pleasures, and a strong sense of | 10sects, my dear,’ he said laughing: 
‘duty. ” rd 
"Yet poer ‘little’ Lisa "had" not ‘been 

privileged with any good trailing; "The 
-xgomi which her father rented and called 
home, where thdy ate and’ drank and 
‘slept, where his old-fashioned® Ril 
weaving machine stood, which was sup- 
posed to earn him and his ¢hild their 
living,—these four walls; up three flights 
of stairs, constituted only a very poor 
and ‘unhomelike home, ‘and little Thea 
legrned nothing there; mor in the sur: 
rounding neighbourhood, to make her a | 
good girly and so fit her for being a good 
and ‘useful woman in the future. : 

But Lisa was found by devoted . ser- 
vants of the Lover of children, men and 
women who throw the salt 6f their in- 
fluence-and pioysdeeds info tiyese pes- 
tilertial moral wastes, and prevent them 
from becaming mere sinks of corruption. 
Eisa was found and held ‘in the" tight 
clasp of loving-kindness by those who 
recognized the excellence of her dispo- 
sition, and wére determined that she 
should mot sink down into the moral 
slough in which so many of the unhappy 
children around her were content to be, 
and where, sadder still, their natural 
guardians were well content to leave 
them.  ; ¢ 1 ML 

So, on one day in seven; and on two 
week-evenings, Lisa made her way to a 
large, cheerful room, which was cool and 
airy in summer, and warm and’ bright in 
winter, and sat there with washed face 
and hands, and smoothed hair, and 
eager, .emquiring eyes, drinking in les- 
sons of love, and mercy, and goodness, 
whieh blessed Lier poor young life, and 
threw gleams of light across the gloom 
of her. daily lot. This is how it came to 
pass that she knew the simple hymn 
which Dora Haldane sang, and that she 

‘ment as he encountered her, upturned 

‘mortal flesh to feel things like you and 

next time, I'll warrant, 

Well, water he shall have, and plenty, of 

‘ol time. Birds is like critteus so far as 

MESSENGER. # 

terly cold night: her father had given | 
it to her, as he frequently did on Satur- | 

day evenings, ‘for being a good girl," | 
and she had run out to wander up and | 

down the streets, looking in the tempt- | 
ing shops, trying to decide what she | 

\ should buy with her precious halfpenny | 

out of all the goodies displayed there. 

But no sooner did she hear the soft | 

strains of her favourite hymn, and see 
the pale, thin faces of the mother and 

boy appealing for help which they would” 
not ask, than Lisa forgot herself, and at 
once decided how she would, dispose of 

her halfpenny that night. Her. little 

heart swelled with happiness when she 

saw how eagerly Hughie accepted it, 
and’ heard his hearty ‘Thank you’: for 
it. And when alittle later on she saw 

Dora totter and fall forward, how she 
longed for strength and ability to min- 

ister to the poor woman and the dis- 
tressed little boy! = 
With the keenest interest she watched 

Matthew Pedder catch her in his arms 
and kindly carry her into his shop, and, 
from that hour, the vehement feeling 

which she had cherished against him 
moderated, and gratitude and kindli- 
Tess rose up in her heart towards him 
instead. She knew Matthew Pedder’s 
shop well enough : it was not far from 
her home, and she 'had often looked in at 
the gay stuffed birds in his window, at 
the chatty parrot inside, and. at the 
scores of live prisoners in the tiny, close 
cages. It was concerning the latter 
that her little heart had so often been 
filled with indignation and bitterness 

against Matthew : but he was wholly un- 
conscious of the feelings he excited in 
the breast of that small person. He 
was unconscious even of her existence, 

behalf of some little birds in the window, 
whose suffering she had observed until 
she could. keep silence no longer, and 
went in and confronted big Matthew with 
her face flashing with compassionate in- 
dignation.. a Fat 
‘Please, sir, there's a little bird. in the 
window has caught his claws in the cage, 
and he’s hanging down’ards and can’t 
help hisself; and there’s another as is 
pecked nearly to death by a savage old 
thing : and there's another keeps going 
to his can to look for water, and there 
ain't none, and ‘its cryin’ ever 50, and 
please, sir, do go to’ém” = : 9 
Matthew's eyes twinkled with, amuse- 

face, and listened to her passionate 
pleading. . = grove b 
.. Don’t upset yerself about them paltry 

‘They's only birds; ye know; thegain't 

me !I'1 guess that fellow -as is hangin’ 
learn:a lesson ‘if ¥'do go and pick him 
up: he'll do his gymnasty's heall-foremost 

d put his feet 
where natur’ inten im. And the 
other young spark wan water, does he? 

it, too, outside and im, for axing of it out 

they must be taught their manners; and’ 
as for that young sinner, 'as’ shows a 
fondness for live poultry, he's as bad as 
a cannibal he is, making tit-bits of his 
own kind ; and the best thing I can do 
with Kim, is to keep him on’ air for a 
week, or else wring his worthless neck, 
~—what d’ you think, little gipsy ? 

The sneering tone,the heartless laugh, 
the cruel indifference made little Lisa 
more hotly'indignant ; and in the most 
impolitic manner, which was fatal to 
her fond hope of securing succour for the 
suffering birds, she cried vehemently. 

“You don't care for em one bit! If 
you was in their place, wouldn't you like 
somebody to come and help you ? Ain't 
it cruel and wicked of you tb keep a 
bird-shop, and not attend to ‘em ?’ 

‘Well, my eye I" exclaimed Matthew, 
his amused expression giving way to a 
displeased one, as he marked her angry 
face, and the way in which she finished 
her sentence by stampidg her bare foot 
on the floor. ‘Now, I ain't used to cur- 
tain-lectures or that, not being troubled 
with female. tongues ‘cept Dorothy's; 
but I'm blessed if that "ere ain't sofhe- 
thin’ like a lecture! Why, it’s, a good 
Job you ain't a varmint with claws,young 
‘oman, or else you'd fly at ‘me and spoil 
my beauty for cert’in sure! P'r'aps 
you'll do me the honour to wish me a 

| gave her the ome solitary halfpenny that 
she possessed, thinking it would be a 
great boon to the sweet, pale singer, It 

My father. Expressing both subordin- 

| very good mornin’, and go about yer 
. bisness, forfear as I should be "clined to 
give ye ptaste of a shower-bath as well 

was that halfpenny that had brought 

Lisa out into the streets on such a bit- | 

until one day she made a bold dash on | 

as my*fractory dicks.’ 

a 
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Lisa turned to go, feeling her helpless- 
ness, and her inability to make any im- 
pression. But at the door she turn- 
ed and discharged a parting shot, which 
was as futile as the random ones which 
had preceeded it: ‘1 wish youwas a bird, 
I do, and shut up in a‘teeny cage I" she 
cried. And as she disappeared, she 
heard Matthew break into an uproar- 
ious laugh, which caused the parrot to 
shriek out a jumble of enquiries, .and 
seb several canaries wildly singing. 
From that day, Lisa regarded Matthew 

as a complete ogre, in whose breast not 
one spark of kindness, or pity, had ever 
been kindled.’ "But when she saw’ him 
carry the fainting street-singer so kindly 
into his shop, and heard him invite her 
to take tea by the fire in the back-room, 
“she wondered greatly, and asked heiself 
whether she had been thinking too 
hardly ‘of him all along. Sure y ‘he 
must be a little bit. kind, though’ ‘he's 
s0 bad to the birds,’ she said. And her 
heart softened towards him. - 
She lingered about the doorway for a 

considerable time hoping to see Hughie and his mother coms out ; but 
they “lingered so long that she grew 
weary of standing about with: her be- 
benumed feet, and at length gave up 
the hope of seeing them again, and went 
ome. ¥. 

(To be Continued.) 
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The Devil an’ Billy Bray's "Taturs. 

I was goin’ to tell the s that I 
heard from dear old Bley: Boxy He 
was preachin’ about temptations, and 
this is what he said : Soli 

“ Friends, last week 1 was a diggin’ 
up my ‘taturs. It-was a ‘yield 
sure ‘nough ; there was hardly a awnd 
one in the lot., And while I was a-dig- ging’ the devil come to me, and he says 
‘Billy, do you think your Father do 
love you?" | fit og 

“+1 should reckon he do I says.” 
“Well, T don’t," says the tempter, in 

a minute. : 
“If I'd a thought about it, I shouldn’s 

a listened to him, for his “pinions ben's 
worth the leastest bit 0’ notice. “tI don’t, says he, ‘and I'll tell ‘ee - - what for ; if your Father loved you, Billy 
Bray, he'd give you as pretty yield of 
‘ taturs, so'much as ever you Eo want 
and ever so many on ’em, and every one 
o' them as big as your fist. For it ben’t 
no trouble for your Father to do: any: 
thing, and he could just as easy give 
you plenty as not. An’ if he loved you 
e would too.” - 
“0’ course I wasn’t goin’ to let him, 

talk 0’ my Father like that so I turned 
round “pon him; ‘Pray, sir,’ says ‘I, 
who may you happen t6 be, comin’ to 
ne - SER ye this here? If I 
en’t mistaken now you si I 

know. my Father too, a ex 0’ your comin a_ sayin’ he dan’t. love 
me! Why, T've got your written char- 
acter home to my hotise, and it'do say’ 
sir, that you be a liar from the beginin, - 
An’ I'm sorry to.add,that I used to hive 
a personal acquaintance with y 
years since, and I served you fai a8 | ever any poor wretch could, and all you 
gave me was nothing but rags to my 
back, and a wrétched home and an achin’ 
head—an’ no ‘taturs—and the fear o" hellfire to finish up with. And here's 
my dear fhe in tg ; I've been a 
poor servant of his, off and en, for thirty 
years. And he says that he'll take me 
home to his, palace to reign with him 
forever and ever. And now you-come 
up here a-talkin’ like that I’ : : 
“ Bless'e, my dear friends, he went off 

as if he'd been shot,—I do wish he, bad, 
—and he never had the manners to say 
good-morning.”—Dan’l, Quorum, 

a. -—— ay 

Hints for Winter. ¢ iA 

calli 

During the winter fair and unfair 
creatures adorn themselves with the 
coats of other fair or unfair creatures; 
but not always with the discriminatiofy 
shown by the original owners. This 
decidedly should not be. For instance : 
The fur worn by young ladies in an 

educational establishment quite evi- 
dently should be minx. is gh 
Widow ladies and others unhappily, 

compelled to go into mourning would 
naturally choose sable. id 
The fur of the American squirrel does 

very will for sleeves and skirts; but is: 
not at all suitable for the neck, for the 
reason that it is a chin-chiller. 1 
The kind of fur most commonly met’ 

with is rabbit, ostensibly something else, 
but unmistakably rabbit. Avoid this,’ 
ladies who wish to have a hare distingu?. 
Elderly ladies, who are susceptible to’ 

cold, should always endeavor to get 
otter. at, 
Fox is best avoided by those who digs’ 

like getting wet. Whoever wears this’ 
kind finds it Reynard. a vl : 

¥ bana 

In. the neighborhood of the. Five: 
Points a great variation from Fifth 
Avenue tastes is observable. In this 
locality the prevalent fashion is, v 
pily, bare skin. Let us hope that the’ 
warm and well-to-do will not forget 
poor when the charity peo —— 

arp way into the papers.— s Bazar. 
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